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EDITORIAL  NOTES 

Your  attention  is  called  to  a  new  committee  which  has  already  started  its  work  on 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Association.     This  committee  is  called  "Special  Com- 
mittee on  Legal  and  Legislative  Matters"  and  is  headed  by  Louis  Polishook,  our 
hard-working  counselor  at  law.     Ihe  duties  of  the  Pension  Committee  are  to  be  in- 
cluded in  those  of  the  new  committee.    A  letter  expressing  the  Association's 
interest  and  approval  of  a  salary  increase  for  all  city  employees  commensurate 
with  that  given  to  the  police  and  firemen,  has  been  written  to  the  Mayor  and  to 
each  of  the  City  Councilors.    Copies  of  this  letter  were  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  Director,  and  Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel).     Ihe  committee  has 
already  received  acknowledgement  from  several  City  Councilors,  which  seem  to 
indicate  the  work  of  this  committee  will  be  fruitful. 

The  Members  of  the  Association  should  be  aware  of  the  situation  in  New  York  which 
is  very  similar  in  some  ways  to  that  of  Boston.    The  New  York  Public  Library,  the 
Queens  Public  Library  and  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  launched  a  campaign  to  in- 
crease salaries.     In  these  libraries  the  low  entrance  salary  which  was  out  of 
keeping  with  other  large  libraries  has  caused  a  great  many  vacancies  on  the  staff 
to  remain  unfilled.     The  number  of  years  that  it  takes  to  reach  a  maximum  has 
encouraged  resignations  by  the  staff,  which  resignations  increase  the  work  load  of 
the  remaining  staff  members  which  in  turn  leads  to  more  resignations  later  on. 
Those  in  charge  in  New  York  have  waged  a  very  vigorous  campaign  to  do  something 
about  this  under  the  leadership  of  the  extremely  able  and  personable  Francis  R. 
St.  John,  Chief  Librarian  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library.    He  was  aided  by  Harold 
W.   Tucker,  forward-looking  Director  of  the  Queens  Public  Library,  and  Aram  Heyneman, 
cooperative  and  efficient  Director  of  Personnel  of  the  New  York  Public  Library. 

On  December  30  the  New  York  Times  gave  a  most  encouraging  account.    YJhile  the 
employees  did  not  receive  the  amount  that  they  requested,  the  two  grade  increase 
they  desired,  they  did  receive  the  one  grade  which  they  would  not  have  received 
if  they  had  not  made  a  campaign.     That  a  campaign  of  this  nature  can  be  successful 
was  evidenced  by  the  success  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  who  were  able,  by  a  two 
to  one  vote,  to  effect  a  raise  of  $790  a  year. 

From  the  above  it  can  be  seen  that  library  employees  who  pursue  a  definite  plan 
of  action  in  regard  to  library  salaries  and  library  conditions  will  receive  con- 
sideration from  the  city  officials  and  from  the  newspapers.     It  is  highly  advisable 
that  all  of  us  make  every  effort  we  can  to  help  Mr.  Polishook  and  his  committee 
who  are  working  very  hard  and  deserve  our  sincere  and  honest  support. 
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PRESIDEFT'S  IW1PS  \ 

I 

,.t  this  time  I  wish  to  thank  the 
Executive  Board  Members,  Committee  Mem-  I 
bors  and  all  others  in  the  Association 
who  have  been  so  helpful  and  cooperative 
in  the  past  year  in  performing  the  some- 
times onerous  tasks  necessary  to  keep 
the  Association  running  and  who  have 
also  offered  much  helpful  advice  and 
comment*     lb  all  of  you  I  would  say  that 
if  the  days  only  had  a  few  more  hours  to 
them  I  could  devote  the  time  to  Associa- 
tion affairs  which  I  think  they  deserve. 
We  all,  however,  are  pressed  for  time, 
so  you  all  realize  that  all  any  of  us 
tsan  do  is  the  best  possible  within 
limitations. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  perhaps 
there  have  been  unduly  many  requests  for 
contributions  from  staff  members  for 
gifts  to  retiring  colleagues  and  the 
like.     The  Executive  Board  discussed  the 
matter  at  its  latest  meeting  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  by  and  largo 
people  wish  to  contribute  certainly  for 
their  close  friends,  and  usually  for 
those  other  staff  members  to  whom  they 
may  wish  to  pay  a  token  of  esteem  when 
they  may  be  retiring  after  long  years  of 
service.    It  is  perhaps  well  to  emphasize 
at  this  point,  however,  that  any  or  all 
contributions  are  strictly  voluntary 
and  no  one  should  feel  obliged  to  con- 
tribute if  he  or  she  does  not  wish  or  if 
personal  circumstances  make  it  inadvis- 
able.   Also  some  people  seem  to  think 
that  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  dollar  or 
mep«  on  all  occasions* 

The  Board  feels  that  no  one  should 
feel  that  this  is  so  and  that  on  many 
occasions  a  token  amount  of  considerably 
less  is  sufficient.     In  short  this  is  a 
real  case  in  which  the  spirit  of  the 
gift  is  of  importance,  not  the  amount. 
Sincerely, 
Sarah  W.  Flannery 


Johnny  hao.  better 
learrPEo  read 

It  no  longer  matters  whether 

he  wants  to 

or  would  1  ike  to 

or  may  learn  when  the  spirit  moves 
him. 

Johnny  now  has  no  choice. 
Ho  had  better  learn  to  read 
and  read  well 

or  we  may  wind  up  in  a  world  where 
no  English  is  written  any  more. 
Reading  is  the  key  to  all  knowledge 
and  knowledge  is  power 
and  power  means  survival. 
Napoleon  knew  that,  and  he 
once  said, 

"Show  me  a  family  of  readers, 
and  I'll  show  you  the  people 
who  move  the  world." 
We  Americans  don't  want  to 
move  the  world. 

But  we  don't  want  anyone  else  to, 
either. 

So  Johnny  had  better 

learn  to  read. 

Because  you  can  bet 

Ivan  is  spending  a 

lot  of  time  on  his  books. 

Mass.  Dept.  of  Education 
Dec.  5,  1958 
(Editor's  Note:     This  message  should 
help  library  business) 


PERSONAL  NOTES 
"" 

New  Employees 

Phyl lis  R .  Mai n ikow ,  Central  Charging 
Records 

Paul  R.  Brayton,  Jr.,  Science  &  Technology 
Mrs  Margaret  S.  Draskovich,  Ht.  Bowdoin 
Lorraine  F.  Hepburn,  Bookmobiles 

Transferred 

Phyllis  M.  Carr,  Codman  Square  to  Central 

Ruth  K.  Conway,  Central  Charging  Records 
to  Codman  Square 

Jean  M.  Babcock,  Central  Charging  Records 
to  Charlestown 

Anna  M.  Brackett,  East  Boston  to  Central 
Charging  Records 

Margaret  E.  Lyons,  Central  Charging  Rec- 
ords to  Allston 

Juanita  Blakely,  from  Mt.  Bowdoin  to 
Adams  Street 

Sally  Wt  Manuel,  Bookmobiles  to  Parker 
Hill 

Resignations 

Kenneth  R.  Brown,  Adams  Street,  to  accept 
a  position  at  Boston  University  Library 

Mrs  Barbara  K.  Posner,  Mattapan 

Mrs  Abigail  W.  Field,  Rare  Book,  to  remain 
at  home 

James  A.  Mackie,  Science  &  Technology, 

to  accept  another  position 
Mrs  Linda  P.  Tramontozzi,  North  End,  to 

remain  at  home 

Retired 

Albert  L.  Carpenter,  Office,  Division  of 
Home  Reading  &  Community  Services 

ALUMNAE  NOTES 

Fanny  Goldstein  held  her  -traditional 
Chr istmas-Hanukkah  party  at  her  home  on 
Sunday,  December  14.    A  group  of  Miss 
Goldstein's  former  staff  members  were 
wined,  dined  and  gifted  with  the  bounti- 
ful hospitality  for  which  Hiss  Goldstein 
is  so  well  known. 

An  excellent  dinner  was  followed  by  an 
evening  of  pleasant  reminiscing,  and  a 
truly  good  time  was  had  by  all. 


WELCOME  BACK 

We  Welcome  Back  Anne  M.  Connolly  who 
recently  returned  to  the  South  End  Branch 
after  an  illness. 


BRANCH  NOTES 

Rosl indale 

Cupid  has  been  very  popular  at 
Rosl  indale  as  two  staff  members  a^inounce 
engagements.    Rose  E.  Stinson  and  Gerald 
Jay  Zuckerman,  graduate  student  and 
Teaching  Fellow  at  Harvard,  are  planning 
an  early  June  wedding.    September  7,1959 
is  the  date  set  for  the  wedding  of  Julia 
A.  Lenzi  and  Richard  J.  Hatch,  student 
at  Northeastern  University  and  Boston 
Gas  Company  employee. 

South  End 

Once  more  South  End  has  an  exhibit  in 
the  Children's  Room  of  the  tiny  toys 
and  artifacts  which  were  sent  to  the 
children  of  this  district  by  the  ohildren 
of  the  Sala  Infantil  of  the  Biblioteca 
Benjamin  Franklin  in  Mexico  City.  In- 
cluded are  replicas  of  various  common 
household  utensils  and  simple  furnish- 
ings.   Each  article  is  labeled  with  its 
Spanish  name  which  seems  to  add  a  bit 
of  interest.    We  still  think  with 
gratitude  of  Eva  Anttonen  de  Gerez ,  one 
of  our  alumnae,  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  Sala  Infantil  when  the  gift  was  sent 
to  us.    (Note:    At  that  time  there  was 
an  exchange  of  letters,  cards,  and  scrap 
books  between  the  two  libraries.) 

Mattapan 

A  marriage  and  an  engagement  announce- 
ment contributed  added  sparkle  to  Decem- 
ber festivities  at  the  Mattapan  Branch. 

On  Sunday,  December  21,  Danah  Paletz 
of  Mattapan  was  married  to  Sam  Tract 
(as  yet  the  uncontested  "oldest"  extra 
at  Mattapan).    Mr,  Tract  is  a  senior  at 
Boston  University's  School  of  Industrial 
Engineering.     The  bride's  breathtaking 
radiance  was  unsurpassed,  except  by  the 
bridegroom's  exuberance  and  gaiety. 
Following  the  marriage  ceremony  and  re- 
ception at  the  Aperion  Plaze,  the  glow- 
ing couple  departed  for  the  Catskills 
Mountains  in  New  York. 

The  engagement  of  Miss  Anne  Hasbrouck 
Van  Vleck  to  Mr  Roger  Sherrill  Webb  of 
Boston,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Conant 
Webb  of  Montclair,  N.J.,  was  announced 
by  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Van 
Vleck,  also  of  Montclair,  N.J.    Miss  Van 
Vleck,  Children's  Assistant  at  the 
branch,  was  graduated  from  the  Kimberley 
School  and  in  1958  from  Smith  College. 
Her  fiance  was  graduated  from  the 
Choate  Sohool  and  Harvard  College. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Hasty-Pucding  In- 
stitute of  1770  and  the  Fox  Club,  and 
served  two  years  with  the  Army. 


MR.  HEINTZELMAN  BECOMES  JTTROR 

The  prospectus  for  the  17th  National 
Exhibition  of  Prints,  to  be  held  at  the 
Library  of  Congress  May  1  through  Sep- 
tember 1,  1959,  has  been  mailed  to  more 
than  2,000  artists  of  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Cuba,  and  Mexico. 

The  Jury  of  Admission  will  be  composed 
of  the  well-known  painter  and  printmaker, 
Gabor  Peterdi,  who  teaches  at  Plunter 
College  and  Yale  University,  and  the  two 
artist-members  of  the  Library* s  Pennell 
Fund  Committee,  Arthur  W.  Heintzelman 
and  Benton  Spruance. 

Entry  blanks  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Prints  and  Photographs  Division,  Library 
of  Congress.    (Alice  Lee  Parker) 

(Taken  from  The  Library  of  Congress 
Information  Bulletin) 


ENGAGEMENT 

Tne  engagement  has  been  announced  of 
Barbara  J.  Ashe,  Bool:  Stack  Service,  to 
Robert  Kean  of  Mission  Hill.    A  Winter 
wedding  is  planned. 


Soap  Box  Item 
There  is  a  new  book  oh  library  publi- 
city by  John  Newton  Baker  entitled  "Your 
Public  Relations  Are  Showing"  which  in- 
dicates different  types  of  publicity 
for  various  organizations.  Libraries 
receive  very,  very  scant  attention  but 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of 
the  public  relations  service  to  borrowers 
is  the  installation  of  a  drive-in  book 
return  box  next  to  the  curb  at  the  side 
or  front  of  the  library.    Some  years  ago 
such  a  box  was  designed  for  this  library. 
Has  it  gone  the  way  of  all  such  bright 
ideas? 


MR.  CARPENTER  RE T3R"S 

Retirement?    What  does  it  mean? 
We  are  beginning  to  realize  that  there 
are  as  many  definitions  as  there  are 
individuals.     To  Albert  L.  Carpenter, 
Special  Assistant,  for  whom  the  staff 
gave  a  Coffee  Hour  on  January  8th, 
'Y farewell 11  to  his  job  with  the  Boston 
Public  Library  was  a  mixture  of  sadness 
in  severing  working  associations  with 
staff  members;  a  firm  resolution  to 
maintain  social  associations  with  staff 
members  who  have  become  his  friends; 
and  a  buoyancy  to  pursue  more  fully  his 
many  interests  in  art  (active  and  specta- 
tor) ,  writing,  gardening,  music,  travel, 
and  making  friends. 

Over  two  hundred  staff  members  con- 
tributed to  a  monetary  gift  symbolizing 
their  fond  wishes  that  his  plans  may  be 
fulfilled.    An  orchid  to  Mrs.  Carpenter 
"said"  "the  same  to  you,  from  all  of  us." 


Porsoreon  Retirement  Rol es  Required  To 
Fill  Out  Employment  Form 

Paul  L.  Carty,  Executive  Officer, 
Boston  Retirement  Board,  on  December  15, 
sent  the  following  communication  to  all 
persons  on  the  retirement  roles: 

"In  accordance  with  section  91A  of 
ohapter  32  of  the  General  Lews  you  are 
required  to  file  the  enclosed  form  be- 
fore January  31,  1959,  since  our  records 
show  that  you  are  retired  under  the 
provisions  of  a  disability  pension  and/ 
or  retirement  allowance. 

"The  law  further  provides  that  if  your 
pension  payment  added  to  your  earnings 
from  gainful  occupation  after  retirement 
exceeds  the  regular  compensation  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  you  during 
the  year  1958  had  you  continued  in  ser- 
vice in  the  grade  held  by  you  at  the 
time  you  were  pensioned  or  retired,  you 
shall  refund  such  excess  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  until  suoh  refund  is  made  your 
pension  or  retirement  allowance  shall  be 
held  as  security  therefor. 

"if  you  fail  to  file  this  statement 
before  January  31,  1959,  the  Board  shall 
withhold  your  pension  or  retirement 
allowance  as  security  for  any  refund 
which  such  statement  would  have  shown 
to  be  payable. 


'If  you  were  pensioned  or  retired  before 
December  20,  1957,  the  refund  condition 
does  not  apply  until  January,  1960,  but 
you  must  file  the  form  in  any  event  be- 
fore January  31,  19  59." 

(Ed.  Note:   The  complete  text  of  the 
form  may  be  found  in  the  Dec.  20,1958 
issue  City  Record,  p.  1015) 


"A  surviving  eligible  wido\  may  eleot 
to,  reoeive  allowances  under  this  section 
or  to  receive  the  survivor  benefits  as 
provided  under  option  (d)  of  sub-division 
(2)  of  section  twelve." 


Pension  Benefit  to  Survivors 

Senate  Bill  No.  829,  believed  to  be  of 
interest  to  married  men  on  the  staff, 
reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"Section  2.  Said  chapter  32  is  hereby 
further  amended  by  inserting  after  sec- 
tion 12A,  inserted  by  chapter  505  of  the 
acts  of  1956,  the  following  section:  — 
Section  12B.     If  a  member  in  service  who 
has  five  years  of  creditable  service  dies 
and  leaves  a  wife  to  whom  he  had  been 
married  for  at  least  three  years,  and 
with  whom  he  was  living  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  there  shall  be  paid  to  such 
widow  an  allowance  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  month,  and  if  there  are  any  chil- 
dren of  said  deceased  member  who  are 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  or  over  said 
age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapaci- 
tated from  earning,  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  fifty  dollars  a  month  for  the 
first  such  child  plus  an  allowance  of 
thirty-five  dollars  for  each  additional 
such  child,  shall  be  paid  to  said  widow 
for  the  benefit  of  all  such  children. 
If  there  is  no  surviving  widow  of  such 
member  or  if  his  surviving  widow  dies 
such  amount  as  would  be  payable  to  a 
widow  under  this  section  for  her  own 
use  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  children 
shall  be  paid  in  equal  shares  to  such 
children  surviving.    If  the  widow  re- 
marries all  payments  under  the  fore- 
going provisions  shall  terminate,  and 
thereafter  each  such  child  shall  be  paid 
thirty-five  dollars  monthly.  Allowances 
payable  to  a  widow  under  this  section 
shall  terminate  upon  her  remarriage  or 
dea-th;  and  allowances  payable  to  or  for 
a  ohild  shall  terminate  upon  his  adop- 
tion, upon  reaching  the  age  of  eighteen 
unless  he  is  physioally  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning,  or  upon  his 
marriage,  whichever  first  occurs,  or 
upon  his  death.     The  word  "child"  shall 
include  a  legally  adopted  ohild  of  the 
deceased  member. 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

January  26    SLA  Meeting 
Piece:  The  Boston  Globe 

Tine:  3:30-5  P.M*  -  Tburs 

6:00  P,H«  -  Dinner 

(At  Globe  Cafeteria) 
7:30  Mooting 
Host:  Eugene  Elliott,  Librarian 

Speaker:        Willard  DeLue,  Globe 
Historian 

February  14  Catholio  Library  Association 
Place:  New  England  Mutual  Hall 

Time:  2:00  P.M.,  February  14 

Catholic  Book  Forun 

February  2 2 -February  28,  1959  is  CATHOLIC 
BOOK  TtfEEK.     This  year's  slogan  SHARE 
TRUTH.  ..SPREAD  PAIE 

January  24    Staff  Association  Mooting 
Tijno:  9:00  A.M. 


The  Staff  Association  program  for  CARE 
is  devoted  entirely  to  Food  Crusade 
packages.     These  are  $1.00  packages  con- 
taining approximately  22  pounds  of  food 
fromU»S.  government  surplus. 

CARE  has  representatives  abroad  who 
determine  the  needs  and  make  arrangements 
with  local  governments  for  the  shipment 
of  goods e    Local  religious  and  charitable 
organizations  assist  in  the  distribution. 

Thus  the  needy,  the  hungry,  orphans, 
refugees  and  others  in  distress  are 
assured  of  your  assistance  through  CARE. 

Your  continued  support  is  earnestly 
sol ic  ited. 

Special  Committee  for  CARE 


1 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full~~name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch 
Library,  Department  or  Office  in  which 
he  or  she  is  employed.     The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  arc  not  given 
consideration.     The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articlos  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  thoir  appearance  docs  not 
nccossarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  arc 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


Dear  Soap  Box; 

Apropos  the  recent  surveys  in  the 
Library,  someone  should  point  out  the 
valuo  of  scientific  surveys  and  samp- 
lings of  opinion,  and  also  what  can  bo 
done  with  statistics. 

A  survey  indicates  that  the  Library  is 
unable  to  give  adequate  service  because 
of  personnel  shortages. 
Proposed  solution:    Reduce  the  services 
still  more. 

Conclusion:     If  you  got  along  before  we 
reduced  the  service  with  so  many  person- 
nel, you  can  get  along  now  with  fewer 
personnel.    Or  if  you  can't  give  adequate 
service  with  the  personnel  you  have  now, 
why  not  try  giving  less  adequate  service 
with  fewor  personnel?    But  (and  this  is 
important)  call  it  BETTER  LIBRARY 
SERVICE  1 1 

Do  you  sec  what  can  bo  done  if  you 
have  the  proper  attitudo?    Abe  Lincoln 


was  right  when  he  said,  "You  can  fool 
some  of  the  people  all  of  the  time,  and 
all  of  the  people  some  of  the  time..." 
Who  needs  to  f  ol  all  of  tho  people  all 
of  the  tirao?    You  can  still  make  money 
working  on  tho  other  two  premises. 

But  don't  forget,  call  it  BETTER 
LIBRARY  SERVICE  1 1 

WYTJKEN,  MCBLY1IKEN  &  NOD 

To  tho  Editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 

The  clouds  gather  and  cast  their 
shadows  across  the  impending  gL  m  at 
the  B.  P.  L.    Wc  arc  filled  with  fore- 
biding  as  the  shadows  lengthen. 

A  Committee  tc  celebrate  the  retire- 
ment of  an  honored  employee  who  had 
given  more  than  fifty  years  of  ciuragojus 
service  to  the  public  and  to  the  in- 
stitution, was  refused  permission  to 
hold  an  afternoon  tea  from  3  to  5  p.r.. 
Tradition  has  been  thrown  out  tho  window 
and  a  vise-like  grip  has  begun  to 
strangle  the  last  ounce  of  cooperation 
and  initiative  out  of  all  -f  us.  Wo 
can  expect  further  curtailment  of  long 
standing  privileges.    The  shadow 
1 engthens 1 

If  privileges  have  been  abused,  then 
the  few  guilty  ones  should  be  called  t^ 
task.     To  take  away  the  privileges  of 
all  for  the  offense  >f  a  few  or  even  one 
is  neither  sane  nor  realistic.    Woxr  much 
more  can  tho  fast  dropping  morale  stand? 
There  arc  ways  to  combat  tyranny,  but 
they  would  not  be  acceptable  to  cither 
tho  administration  or  to  the  Trustees. 

Wc  arc  not  running  a  factory  or  doing 
"piece  work".    Wc  arc  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  public  and  arc  continual- 
ly hampered  by  lack  of  funds  and  lack  of 
personnel . 

THE  SHADOW  KNOWS 

Dear  Editor: 

Is  any  ono  concerned  that  our  career 
employees  are  retiring  before  the  usual 
retirement  age?     Is  anyone  concerned 
that  wc  are  not  attract  ire,  the  top  grad- 
uates from  Library  Schools?     Is  it 
possible  that  wc  can  maintain  our  stand- 
ing as  an  institution  with  less  quali- 
fied, less  experienced  employees? 

Arc  we  offering  the  Library  as  a  "good 
place  to  work"  with  opportunity  to  de- 
velop and  improve  the  quality  of  person- 
nel and  the  calibre  of  the  institution? 

If  we  do  not,  we  may  not  be  dead,  but 
wc  arc  dying. 

Digger 
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Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

If  tho  rumor  bo  true  that  a  tea  cannot 
bo  hold  as  has  boon  tho  oustom  for  many 
many  years,  botwocn  3  and  5,  for  a  mombor 
who  is  retiring,  unless  it  bo  held  bo- 
twocn 12-2,  it  seems  that  we  have  roally 
reached  JHE  END.    And  if  such  a  ruling 
has  been  made,  why  must  it  start  when  the 
person  involved  has  put  in  ovor  fifty 
years  of  service? 

Also,  whoever  made  the  ruling  has  never j 
looked  into  the  women* s  lunch  r^om  be- 
tween 12  and  2  and  comparod  the  traffic 
with  what  it  takes  to  put  on  a  tea  or 
coffee  I    THERE  PRAY  TELL  DO  THOSE  OF  US 
WHO  MJST  BRING  OUR  LUNCH  EA  T?  ?  ?  Ihc 
parks  arc  a  little  chilly  this  season  of 
the  year J 

But  not  as  chilly,  apparently,  as  the 
heart  of  him  who  made  the  ruling  I 

To  be  sure,  some  people  have  offended 
perhaps  by  staying  at  a  "tea"  for  more 
than  the  period  of  their  rolief..,but  | 
why  penalize  the  person  retiring*, .after 
all  one  retires  only  once,.»or  the  women 
who  lunch  in  the  lunchroom? 

Extremely  Indignant 

Dear  S~>ap  Box  Editor: 

In  order  to  correct  misinterpretation 
concerning  the  recent  changes  in  vacation 
policy,  a  few  minor  clarifications  should 
be  made. 

The  meeting  which  the  Assistant 
Director  (for  Personnel)  had  with  certain 
of  the  employees  was  called  on  very  short 
notice  and  the  draft  of  the  proposed  text 
of  the  General  Administrative  Notice  was 
not  available  to  the  employees  until  the 
meeting. 

Among  the  employees  were  three  from  the 
Staff  Association.     These  three  were  not 
under  instructions  from  the  membership  or 
from  the  Executive  Board.     They  represent- 
ed only  themselves. 

One  change  was  made  in  the  text  during 
tho  meeting. 

One  change  was  made  in  the  text  after 
the  meeting. 

The  Staff  Association  was  not  con- 
sulted on  these  changes  in  vacation 
policy.    Three  individuals  from  the  Staff 
Association  were.    They  did  not  speak  for 
the  Association, 

VOX  POP 


lb  the  Soapbox... 

Concerning  the  new  rules  on  vacations., 
much  is  perhaps  in  the  right  direction. 
But  it  seems  to  mo  that  the  ruling  on  not 
being  allowed  to  hold  ovor  a  small  number 
of  days  vaoation  from  one  year  to  another 
may  do  more  harm  than  good,  especially  if 
as  the  notice  said,  tho  purpose  of  vaca- 
tion is  to  give  the  employeo  needed  rest 
and  relaxation. 

Those  "saved"  days  acted  as  a  form  of 
insurance.     They  were  there  in  time  of 
need...  if  a  friend  arrived  in  town  un- 
expectedly, if  one's  wife  were  ill  and 
someone  had  to  stay  with  the  baby,  if  a 
bit  of  family  or  personal  business  camo 
up,  if  the  pipes  froze  or  the  appliances 
around  the  house  broke  down,  if  the  extra 
workload  piled  up  and  one  NEEDED  a  day  or 
two  to  recover  when  sick  leave  would  not 
be  the  strict  truth. 

In  the  spring,  one  does  not  know 
always,  one's  vaoation  plans  for  the  year 
or  how  much  money  will  bo  available,  or 
whether  one  will  be  allotted  the  time  he 
wants,  and  it  might  be  foolishness  to 
use  up  time  in  advance,  but  if  one  had 
a  day  or  two  left  over,  it  might  be  most 
useful,  for  emergency  or  needed  rest. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  we  now  have  the 
horrible  decision  to  make  of  whether  we 
save  a  day  or  two  hopefully  to  use  in 
conjunction  with  Christmas,  IF  we  draw 
the  Christmas  luck,  or  whether  to  use  it 
earlier.    Or  will  the  open  departments 
have  half  their  staff  with  time  which 
must  be  used  coming  due  during  the 
busiest  season  of  the  year? 

Vacation  time  is  NOT  rest  or  relaxation 
unless  one  has  something  to  do  with  it  or 
someone  to  do  it  with,  or  both,  YJhat 
harm  in  a  very  few  days  insurance  with- 
out having  to  depend  on  the  whim  of  whom- 
ever approves  the  requests  to  hold  over 
the  time? 

One  against  full 
regimentation 

* 

Editors  Note:     The  time  12-2  instead 
of  3-5  was  suggested  because  of  staff 
shortages.     It  was  not  an  order.  No 
rv.Xc  was  "made  concerning  parties  in 
general . 
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Ll>       jAC.  l*i  JOY 


And  remember  the  annual  Christmas  Tea  held  on  luesday, 

December  23d,  in  the  Women's  Lounge.     It  was  a  festive 

occasion  with  the  lounge  gaily  decorated,  instrumental 

music  provided  by  Louis  Ugalde,  Danny  Kuory,  and  Martin 

Waters,  and  home-baked  goodies  contributed  by  every  one. 

The  staff  was  pleased  to  welcome  retired  friends  and 

former  employees  among  the  guests.    Some  of  those  who 

returned  for  hospitality  were: 

Elizabeth  G.  Barry 

Albert  L.  Carpenter 

George  W.  Gallagher 

Fanny  Goldstein 

Girard  D.  Hottleman 

Alice  M.  Jordan 

Jean  B.  Lay 

Rebecca  Millmeister 

William  J.  Mulloney,  Jr. 

Marie  E.  Mulvaney 

William  P.  Quinn 

Patrick  J.  Reilly 

Mr  and  Mrs  Morris  J.  Rosenberg 

Loraine  Sullivan 

The  lounge  was  not  big  enough  to  hold  the  contagion  of 

Christmas  happiness,  and  it  exploded  far  into  the  recesses 

of  the  lobby,  as  carol -singers,  led  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Edward 

Monro,  lifted  their  voices  in  the  spirit  of  joy.  On 

Wednesday  morning,  December  24,  the  men  were  hosts  to  the 

staff  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  Christmas  coffee-hour. 

R.  Winn 
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QM  proposes  a  toast  to  the  modest  month  of  February!    Regardod  by  some  as  a  black 
sheep,  she  stands  second  in  a  family  of  twelve.    She  was  endowed  with  none  of  the 
optimism  of  the  first  month,  none  of  the  hopeful  charms  of  Spring,  none  of  the  easy 
relaxation  of  Summer,  not  even  the  bitter  sweet  nostalgia  of  the  Autumn  months. 
February  shivers  alone,  a  somewhat  stunted  replica  of  her  sisters  amid  the  gloomy 
storm  prognostications  of  mid-winter. 

We  nonetheless  raise  in  her  defense  our  freshly  pointed  quills,  for  in  her  meagor 
span  of  days  we  find  a  wealth  of  births  and  beginnings. 

On  February  7th  the  Year  of  the  Pig  exploded  on  the  scene  with  exotic  oriental 
celebrations  more  than  4,000  years  old.    On  February  12th  and  22nd  we  observe  the 
birthday  anniversaries  of  two  major  American  presidents.    On  February  11th  we  begin 
the  Lenten  fast,  knowing  it  leads  to  the  most  glorious  of  Christian  feast  days. 

Narrowing  our  field  of  apology,  we  note  that  February  marks  the  beginning  of  the 
end  for  thousands  of  students,  some  of  whom,  anticipating  the  day  of  reckoning,  will 
reluctantly  introduce  themselves  to  the  wonders  of  the  library  for  the  first  time. 
We  will  know  them  by  their  crutches,  splints  and  bandages,  the  medals  of  a  valiant 
last  battle  for  recreation  fought  on  the  mid-year  slopes  of  New  England. 

And  speaking  of  battles,  was  it  not  in  February  1959  that  we  found  the  Library, 
herself  surprised,  headlined  in  the  HERALD,  discussed  in  several  news  items  and 
editorials,  and  bemused  by  the  tantalizing  possibility  of  finding  a  champion  in  the 
Boston  Press? 

Lastly  we  submit  to  you  February  16th  -  the  birthdate  of  a  new  Question  Mark, 
whose  aims  and  principles  we  here  briefly  set  forth; 

-  To  keep  the  staff  informed,  insofar  as  is  possible  in  a  monthly 
publication,  of  happenings  institutional,  local  and  professional 
which  affect  them  or  are  of  interest  to  them. 

-  To  give  spaoe  through  articles  or  interviews  for  factual  and  direct 
reporting  in  order  to  diminish  rumors  on  important  matters,  en- 
courage informed  discussion  of  these  matters  and  thereby  redirect 
interest  away  from  rumors  of  trivia. 

-  To  adhere  to  the  principle  that  morale  is  rightfully  our  oonoern 
from  an  employee  level  equally  as  much  as  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  administration,  and  that  in  this  regard  firm  reason,  well  tem- 
pered by  a  sense  of  humor  will  achieve  more  than  the  whine  of 
chronic  complaint. 

We  recommend  the  President's  notes  regarding  Soap  Box  letters,  and  invite  contri- 
butions for  our  future  publications.    As  we  approach  the  problems  and  issues  of 
a  new  year  this  page,  now  dedicated  in  whimsy  to  a  month  of  beginnings,  will  become 
a  voice  for  a  more  united  association  bent  on  achieving  the  benefits  we  need  and 
support  for  an  institution  we  hope  to  see  restored  to  its  former  stature. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


LIBRARY  DILEMMA.  AIRED 


This  is  written  before  all  the  committee 
:  ohairmen  for  the  new  year  have  been  chosen. 
However,  those  committees  which  have  im- 
mediate and  continuous  work  to  perform  are 
already  sot  up  and  are  functioning.  Louis 
Polishook  who  headed  the  Special  Committee 
on  Legislative  and  Legax  Matters  has  con- 
sented to  continue  as  chairman  of  tho  per- 
manent committee  and  will  keep  us  abreast 
of  matters  in  the  State  House  and  City  Hall 
that  are  of  intcrost  to  us.    At  tho  moment 
of  oourse,  tho  burning  quostion  is  that  of 
an  over-all  raise  for  city  omployocs. 

Louis  Rains,  as  chairman  of  tho  Personnel 
Committee  is  oontinuing  tho  study  of  the 
Non-prof essional  classification,  assisted 
among  others  by  Nancy  Cushing  of  the  !5x- 
ocutivo  Board. 

Mrs.  Felicia  Peltier  has  consentod  to 
undertake  the  time  consuming  job  of  hoad- 
ing  the  editorial  oommittoo  of  the  Ques- 
tion Mark.    We  hopo  you  will  give  them  all 
tho  cooperation  necessary  for  them  to  per- 
form their  duties  satisfactorily.    In  the 
last  case  in  particular  -  pleaso  send  in 
any  itoms  of  news  concerning  your  depart- 
ment or  branch.    Those  of  you  who  have 
letters  for  the  Soap  Box  will,  as  in  the 
past,  havo  every  consideration.     It  is  to 
ue  liot)cd  however,  that  letters  of  com- 
pla-int  -  and  there  always  will  bo  some  of 
those,  will  be  based  on  actual  grievances 
rather  than  on  rumors  of  what  might  hap- 
pen, or  on  unconfirmed  assumptions  of  what 
might  have  happoned.    Although  tho  Soap 
Box  represents  individual  opinion,  yet 
the  Question  Mark  represents  the  Staff 
Association,  and  as  suoh  is  road  by  per- 
sons all  over  tho  country.    Wo  wish  to  ap- 
pear as  a  responsible  group  of  persons 
truly  attempting  in  a  reasonable  manner  to 
further  tho  interests  of  tho  staff,  and  as 
associates  of  a  groat  institution  tho  good 
of  the  Library  as  a  whole.    It  is  well  to 
remember  this  when  we  may  be  tomptod  to 
give  vent  to  a  petty  irritation  by  writing 
a  letter  to  tho  editor.    We  are  each  of  us 
responsible  persons,  members  of  a  group 
that  is  judged  by  our  actions. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for 
your  cooperation  in  the  past  year,  and 
hope  that  the  coming  year  may  be  one  of 
progress  and  satisfaction  for  all. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah  W.  Flannery 
President 


Vhile  the  newspapers  continue  to  pub- 
lish pros  and  cons  of  curtailing  Satur- 
day service  at  the  BPL,  the  Library  has 
spoken  out  in  its  own  behalf. 

Wednesday  evening  a  8  p.m.,  radio 
station  VBUR-FM  played  host  to  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  represented  by  Francis" 
S.  Moloney,  Assistant  to  the  Director 
for  the  Division  of  Information.  During 
the  half-hour  interview,  Mr.  Moloney  re- 
viewed the  reasons  for  possibly  closing 
the  Library,  supporting  his  explanation 
with  percentage  figures  of  increased  use 
and  decreased  staffing. 

Having  considered  the  threat  of  closure 
in  terms  of  stepped-up  pressures  and  loss 
of  personnel,  Mr.  Moloney  described  the 
legislative  bills  currently  proposing 
library  aid.    These  bills,  and/or  the 
State  Aid  bill,  provide  the  only  hope  for 
continued  full-time  service,  unless  the 
Mayor's  white  paper  cutbacks,  as  they  af- 
fect the  Library,  are  repealed c    In  re- 
gard to  one  bill  providing  metropolitan 
support,  Mr.  Moloney  said  that  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  expect  a  city  should  sup- 
port by  itself  a  service  which  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  metropolitan  community  ad 
a  whole.    He  commented  that  what  the 
Library  needs  is  a  "wider  base  of  support." 

In  answering  questions  on  the  extent 
of  use  given  the  Library,  particularly  by 
non-residents,  Mr.  Moloney  referred  to 
the  recent  surveys  made.    Use  of  the 
Reference  and  Research  services  particul- 
arly has  shown  a  decided  upturn  in  the 
last  several  years.    Using  call-slips  as 
a  measure  in  the  last  two  years,  from 
1957-1959  facts  have  indicated  a  marked 
increase  of  more  than  80,000  slips.  Dur- 
ing this  same  period  of  increased  service 
the  staff  has  decreased  considerably. 

When  asked  how  the  BPL  compares  to  New 
York  and  other  large  public  libraries, 
Mr.  Moloney  replied  that  the  BPL  and 
NYPfyjre  the  only  Public  libraries  which 
by/size  and  scope  0f  their  reference 
resources,  are  entitled  to  membership  in 
the  Research  Libraries  Association. 
Whereas  most  public  library  collections 
are  made  up  proportionately  of  2/3  popu- 
lar material  to  1/3  reference  volumes, 
the  BPL  collection  of  roughly  two  mil- 
lion volumes  has  the  reverse  proportions. 
This  is  due,  Mr.  Moloney  added,  to  sub- 
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stantial  private  benefaction  and  generous  ,  offort,  though  tho  financial  struggle  of 
public  support  in  the  past,  |  neither  has  been  solved.    Kcoping  thoatro 

In  closing,  Mr.  Moloney  gave  as  reasons  |  alive  has  been  more  difficult.  Many 
for  the  stepped-up  use  of  library  refer-  '  noble  failures  have  helped  to  pave  tho 
ence  facilities  the  growth  of  population   !  way  for  the  ourront  suooosses.    The  por- 
and  the  tightening  up  of  the  high  school    i  sistonoo  of  those  who  kept  trying  is  to 
curriculum  in  thisnedience  oriented  period.be  commended,  for  tho  break  through  took 

As  a  final  anecdote,  Mr.  Moloney  cited     almost  too  long,  reanforcing  the  fast 


the  case  of  Science  and  Technology  De- 
partment where  the  harrassed  librarians 
report  the  arrival  of  entire  classes 
from  the  outlying  communities  requesting 
material  in  quantities  -  such  as  £i<renty- 
five  articles  on  the  Geiger  counter  re- 
quested simultaneously.    These  are  the 
problems,  but  the  average  reference  li- 
brarian, said  Mr.  Moloney,  "is  a  chap 
who  goes  all  out"  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  public. 

READ  ANY  GOOD  PLAYS  LATELY? 

The  Staff  Association  announces  the 
following: 

YOU  were  meant  to  play  Big  Daddy 

No  audition  is  necessary.    Just  bring 
enthusiasm  and  yourself. 


The  date? 
The  time? 
The  place? 


Thursday,  Feb.  19th 
6  p.m. 

Staff  Library 


Address  inquiries  to: 

Miss  Patricia  Maxwell 
Contral  Charging  Reoords 


CULTURAL  RENAISSANCE  IN  BOSTON 

"I  think  sho's  got  itl    I  think  sheTs 
got  itl"    We  steal  a  line  from  tho  patter 
of  "My  Fair  Lady"  to  express  the  hopeful 
optimism  people  are  feeling  about  tho 
arts  in  Boston.    Rocent  evidence  points 
to  the  fact  that  our  community  is  under- 
going a  long  ovcrduo  change  of  heart  par- 
ticularly toward  tho  various  forms  of  tho 
legitimate  stage. 

This  is  not  a  sudden  and  total  revers- 
al of  past  attitudes,  for  there  has  al- 
ways been  a  nucleus  of  effort  toward 
keeping  Boston  culturally  alive.  Tho 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  Boston  Sym- 
phony aro  examples  of  tho  .fruits  of  this 


growing  myth  that  Boston  had  diod.  Bos- 
ton the  Jinx  town  for  theatre,  tho  town 
that  oouldn  *t  support  a  repertory  com- 
pany, oouldn 't  hold  an  opera  company  of 
its  own. 

Now  the  timo  seems  to  have  arrived 
when  a  greater  public  interest  and  sup- 
port may  succeed  over  the  herotoforo 
louder  protests  of  some  public  figures 
who  tend  to  belittle  tho  arts  as  finan- 
vially  unsound.    Two  new  young  companies 
have  started  producing,  one  of  them  thus 
far  successful  well  into  its  second  sea- 
son, tho  other  to  open  in  March  at  the 
old  Wilbut. 

Another  critioal  and  popular  success  is 
the  now  opera  company  under  the  di- 
rection of  Sarah  Caldwell. 

Now  tho  plans  for  a  real  metropolitan 
arts  center  have  passed  the  dream  stage 
and  aro  well  on  their  way  toward  realiza- 
tion. 

Tho  invitation  preceding  this  article, 
calling  for  playroadcrs,  is  an  example 
of  one  typo  of  support  for  the  cultural 
revitalization.    Familiarity  for  the 
drama,  for  any  of  the  arts,  doos  not 
breed  contempt.    On  the  contrary,  it 
breeds  enjoyment,  and  downright  fun. 
Why  not  join  the  fun  and  drop  in  at  the 
Staff  Library  at  6  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
February  19th. 

LOST  AND  FOUND 

An  assortment  of  articles  recently 
turned  in  at  Supervisor's  included  school 
books,  notebooks,  several  sandwiches 
(slightly  crushed),  one  whoopee  pie 
(intact),  and  the  following: 

THE  TEENAGE  PRAYER 

Now  I  sit  me  down  to  study 

I  pray  the  Lord  I  won't  go  nutty 

If  and  when  I  learn  this  junk 

I  pray  the  Lord  that  I  won't  flunk. 

Now  I  lay  me  down  to  rest 

While  I  think  of  tomorrow's  test 

And  if  I  should  die  before  I  wake 

Well  that's  one  test  I'll  never  take. 


BRADFORD  M.  HILL 


IN  A  MIRROR  VERY  DARKLY 

The  following  is  a  quotation  from  Boris 
Pasternak's  DOCTOR  ZHIVAGO  (N.Y.,  Pantheon 
1958),  pp.  288-289.    It  is  a  description 
of  the  reading  room  of  a  small  town  li- 
brary in  Russia,  revolutionary  period. 

"The  readers  were  of  two  kinds.  The 
majority  were  elderly  members  of  the  local 
intelligentsia;  the  rest  were  of  more 
humble  origin. 

The  former,  mostly  women,  were  poorly 
dressed  and  had  a  neglected,  hangdog  look 
and  long,  sickly  faces  which  for  one  rea- 
son or  another  -  whether  through  hunger, 
jaundice,  or  dropsy  -  were  puffy.  They 
were  habitues  of  the  library,  and  knew  the 
attendants  personally  and  felt  at  home 
here. 

The  common  people  looked  well  and  hand- 
some and  were  neatly  dressed  in  their  best 
clothes;  they  came  in  timidly  as  though 
they  were  entering  a  church;  they  made 
more  noise  than  the  others,  not  because 
they  did  not  know  the  rules  but  because 
in  their  anxiety  not  to  make  a  sound  they 
could  not  control  their  vigorous  steps  and 
voices. 

The  librarian  and  his  two  assistants  sat 
on  a  dais  in  a  recess  in  the  wall  opposite 
the  window,  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
room  by  a  high  counter.    One  of  the  as- 
sistants was  a  cross-looking  woman  who 
wore  a  woollen  shawl  and  kept  putting  on 
her  pince-nez  and  taking  it  off,  apparent- 
ly in  accordance  with  mood  rather  than 
need.    The  other,  in  a  black  silk  blouse, 
seemed  to  have  a  weak  chest,  for  she 
breathed  and  spoke  through  her  handker- 
chief and  never  took  it  away  from  her 
nose  and  mouth. 

The  staff  had  the  same  long,  puffy, 
flabby  faces  as  most  of  the  readers,  and 
the  same  loose  skin,  earthy  and  greenish 
like  pickled  cucumbers  or  gray  mold.  The 
three  of  them  took  turns  explaining  the 
rules  in  whispers  to  new  readers,  sorted 
the  order  slips,  handed  out  books  and 
took  them  back,  and  in  the  intervals  work- 
ed on  some  report  or  other." 

Ed.  note:    Come  survey,  come  revolution, 
the  Annual  Report  marches  on. 


Tho  MLA  Midwinter  meeting  was  held  at 
Boston  University  SUiUtol  of  Public  re- 
lations and  Communications  on  February 
6  and  7. 

The  ontiro  meeting  was  oonductcd  in  tho 
workshop  technique,  a  decided  departuro 
from  the  lecture  format. 

Participating  in  the  programs  were  six 
librarians  from  tho  BPL.    Milton  E.  Lord, 
Director,  and  John  M.  Carroll,  Chief  Li- 
brarian of  H.R.  sand  C.S.  served  as  source 
participants.    Mrs.  Helen  Hirson  was  a 
discussion  loader,  Veronica  Yotts  and 
Paulino  Winnick  were  recorders  for  dis- 
cussion groups,  and  Mrs.  Muriel  C. 
Javelin,  Chairman  of  the  Adult  Education 
Committee  sorved  in  a  coordinating 
capacity. 

One  of  the  most  interesting,  surprising 
and  disturbing  findings  of  the  conference 
was  the  realization  that  too  many  li- 
brarians are  still  ignorant  of  the  facts 
of  the  State  Aid  for  Libraries  bill.  It 
was  brought  out  in  discussion  that  Li- 
brarians and  Trustees  are  not  intelligent- 
ly backing  this  proposed  legislation  and 
some,  through  lack  of  information,  are 
not  supporting  it  at  all . 

Tho  conference  was  considered  remark- 
ably successful  for  a  first  try  at  the 
new  format. 

SUMMER  PLANS 

Librarians  interested  in  vacation  in- 
stitutes and  conferences  may  want  to  write 
for  information  on  the  Sixth  Annual  Work- 
shop in  the  Improvement  of  Human  Rela- 
tions which  Boston  University  will  offer 
during  its  1959  Summer  Session,  July  19- 
August  7.    This  workshop  is  conducted  by 
the  B.  U.  Human  Relations  Center,  Dr. 
Kenneth  D0  Benne,  Direotor,  and  is  held 
at  Osgood  Hill,  the  University's  Con- 
ference Center  in  North  Andover,  Mass. 

Address  inquiries  to  Boston  University 
Human  Relations  Center,  270  Bay  State 
Road,  Boston  15,  Mass. 


Join  The  American  Library  Association 
now 

1959  Conference :      Washington,  D0  Ce 


For  membership  forms,  apply  to 
Mildred  C.  O'Connor 
General  Reference  Department 


BRANCH  NOTES 

West  End 

Changing  Face  of  the  Community. 

Since  its  opening  in  18°6  the  West  End 
Branch  has  been  in  the  center  of  many 
changes.    From  the  earliest  reports  we  can 
see  that  this  was  a  neighborhood  in  trans i 
tion.    For  a  good  part  of  its  life,  the 
library's  locale  was  basically  of  an  im- 
migrant character,  first  the  Irish  dis- 
placing the  Yankee,  then  the  Western 
European  Jews  and  finally  the  new  immi- 
grant from  Southern  Italy.    This  tended  to 
make  the  branch  an  institution  with  its 
own  peculiar  racial  and  ethnic  problems. 

Today  the  clientele  of  this  particular 
library  is  as  mixed  as  can  be  found  any- 
where in  Boston,  from  the  very  proper 
Bostonian  to  the  new  immigrant.  The 
Louis burg  Square  mansion  owner  and  the 
Scollay  Square  rooming  house  boarder  rub 
shoulders  at  the  charging  desk. 

As  unusual  as  this  combination  sounds  it 
is  a  good  cross  section  of  our  public, 
rooming  house  dwellers  read  mystery  and 
western  novels  and  the  Beacon  Hillers 
leave  long  lists  of  requests  for  the  best 
sellers,  giving  the  circulation  a  good 
boost. 

On  the  other  side  most  of  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  circulation  comes  from  the  child- 
ren's room.    The  area  still  has  a  large 
percentage  of  primary  school  children  who 
read  and  read  well.    The  parents  have  not 
advanced  to  reading  English  but  utilize 
the  collection  of  books  in  Italian  on  loan 
from  North  End. 

The  redevelopment  project  slated  for  the 
neighborhood  has  not  affected  circulation 
as  much  as  would  be  expected  over  a  period 
of  nine  years. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  busy  sub 
sections  is  the  Judaica  department,  it  is 
a  center  for  studies  in  all  phases  of 
Judaism. 

Students  from  Boston  and  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  have  used  and  still  use  the 
vast  collection  of  books,  pamphlets  and 
prints.    Numerous  reference  requests  over 
the  telephone  keep  the  librarians  on  their 
toese 

It  seems  that  instead  of  a  peace  and 
quiet  descending  over  the  branch,  things 
continue  to  get  much  busier. 


ed  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  taped 
to  the  inside  front  cover  was  an  envelope 
with  a  cancelled  United  Nations  stamp 
addressed  to  -  of  all  people  -  Richard 
Rodgers.    The  envelope  was  addressed  to 
Mr.  Rodgers  at  the  Ritz-Carleton  Hotel, 
and  from  the  date  it  would  appear  that 
-the  book  was  in  his  hands  at  the  time 
Flower  Drum  Song  was  playing  in  Boston. 

On  the  back  of  the  envelope  were  a  few 
pencilled  cryptic  notes.    Could  it  be 
that  Mr* •  Rodgers  is  planning  a  musical 
on  his  own  illustrious  life?   We  are 
keeping  the  envelope  with  the  notes  in 
our  special  Broadway  celebrity  archives 
for  historians  of  the  future. 
Codman  Square 


This  is  an  original  poem  by  Brian  Luff, 
gr.  U  at  the  Greenleaf  Whittier  School, 
written  during  the  Valentines  for  Authors 
project  for  children. 

Poem  to  a  Favorite  Author 
(dedicated  to  Alexander  Marshak,  child- 
ren's author) 

Then  it's  a  cold  day  and  my  face  is 

filled  with  sorrow, 
I  go  to  the  library  to  get  books  to 
borrow 

I  get  the  books  and  rush  to  my  houso 
Like  an  energetic  mouse. 

I  read,  I  read  so  fast 
Pretty  soon  I'll  be  at  the  last 
I  guard  so  safely  the  books 
No  one  could  steal  them  not  even  the 
crooks 

When  I  return  the  books 
I  come  home  again  with  my  treasures 
nev/  books! 
South  Boston 

Helen  Connell,  absent  from  our  ranks 
since  the  first  of  January  is  on  the  road 
-to  recovery.    Helen  sustained  a  broken 
ankle  and  has  worn  a  cast  for  several 
weeks.    Friends  throughout  the  system  may 
be  interested  to  know  she  is  now  free  of 
the  cast  and  looking  forward  to  returning 
to  work  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 
Jamaica  Plain 


Strange  but  true  department-    A  Yifest 
End  patron  returned  a  book  entitled 
"Richard  Rodgers"  by  David  Ewens.    He  call- 


Friends  of  the  Library  held  their  mid- 
winter meeting  on  Tuesday,  February  10. 
Edna  G.  Peck's  book  talk  kept  a  rapt 
audience  entertained,  and  one  Friend 
said,  "Even  the  books  we  should  read  sound 
entertaining  when  Hiss  Peck  talks  about 
them."    A  social  hour  followed,  with  lots 
of  delectable  goodies  baked  by  the  good 
Friends. 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


HIO'S  NET 


New  Employees 

Norma  R,  Chadwick,  Book  Stack  Service 
Geneva  Powers,  Book  Stack  Service 
Mrs.  Margy  P.  Sharpe,  Rare  Book 
Frederick  Rodenmacher,  Book  Stack  Service 

(formerly  part-time  in  same  dept.) 
Mrs.  Bertha  D.  Streeter,  Egleston  Square 

(formerly  part-time  at  Mattapan) 

Re-entered 

Sheila  W.  Pierce,  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords 

Transferred 

Mrs.  M.  Joan  Neuwirth,  North  End  to  Par- 
ker Hill 

Ruth  K.  Winn,  Open  Shelf  to  North  End 
Retired 

Catherine  G.  Sullivan,  Book  Stack  Service 

January  31,  1959 

Resigned 

Josephine  F.  Foster,  Kirstein,  to  accept 

another  position 
JoAnne  M.  Jordan,  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords, to  accept  a  teaching  position 
Marie  A.  Kelly,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 

return  to  school 
Joan  P.  Morris,  Science  &  Technology, 

to  accept  a  library  position  with 

General  Electric,  Lynn,  Mass. 
Elaine  M.  Niland,  Cat  &  Class,  R  and  RS, 

to  accept  another  position 
Mrs.  Carole  W.  Rosenshein,  East  Boston, 

to  accept  a  teaching  position 
Mrs.  Angela  A.  Siraco,  Allston,  to  remain 

at  home 

William  Willwerth,  Book  Preparation,  to 
accept  a  position  with  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 

ALUMNI  NOTES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hallahan  announce  the 
birth  of  a  third  son,  Gerard  Joseph, 
born  January  30,  1959. 

John  and  Julie  are  former  members  of 
Open  Shelf  and  Book  Purchasing  Depart- 
ments. 


HAVE  A  HEART 
REMEMBER  CARE 


A  newcomer  to  the  Bookmobile  is  Lorraine 
F.  Hepburn,  a  Philadelphian  born  and  bred. 
She  attaided  the  Irwin  school  in  Phila- 
delphia and  was  graduated  in  June  1958 
from  Wellesley  College  where  she  majored 
in  English. 

Lorraine  was  employed  by  the  Horn  Book 
Company  prior  to  her  arrival  here.  Her 
interests  are  diversified,  including  e- 
qual  portions  of  Theatre,  Baseball  and 
Travel . 


Central  Charging  boasts  another  attract- 
ive assistant  since  Phyllis  R.  Malnikow 
was  added  to  the  staff.    Phyllis  is  a 
Bostonian  who  attended  the  Boston  Sohool 
of  Dental  Nursing  and  worked  in  the  dental 
field  before  taking  employment  in  the 
Library.    Her  consuming  interest  is 
meteorology  whi^h-she -places  above  the 
more  conventional  hobbies  and  recreation- 
al activities. 


Paul  R.  Brayton,  Jr.  is  the  welcome  ad- 
dition to  the  Science  &  Tech  Department. 
Paul  oomes  originally  from  Los  Angeles, 
California,  via  Harvard  where  he  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  geology.    For  two 
years  during  and  following  college,  he 
worked  as  a  uranium  and  petroleum  field 
geologist. 

He  is  now  studying  for  his  Master's  de- 
gree in  Library  Science  at  Simmons.  Be- 
fore joining  the  Staff  Paul  worked  as  as- 
sistant librarian  at  the  Boston  Museum  of 
Scienoe. 


KATHERINE  G:  SULLIVAN  RETIRES 

On  Tuesday,  February  10th,  a  testi- 
monial coffee  hour  was  given  in  honor  of 
Katherine  G.  Sullivan  who  retired  from 
the  library  servioe  on  January  31,  1959. 
Miss  Sullivan  was  greeted  by  her  many 
friends  and  well  wishers,  including 
several  retired  members  of  the  Staff  who 
oame  despite  the  bad  weather. 

The  presentation  of  a  gift  of  money  was 
made  by  Mr.  Hensley  in  his  usual  delight- 
ful manner.    Miss  Sullivan  was  equally 
oharming  in  her  acceptance  of  the  gift. 
She  looked  lovely,  as  did  her  niece,  Miss 
Barbara  Brown,  who  assisted  her  in  greet- 
ing her  many  colleagues. 

It  was  a  friendly,  warm  and  enjoyable 
affair,  and  will  be  remembered,  as  will 
Miss  Sullivan,  for  a  long  time. 
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Dear  Soap  Box: 

What  is  the  policy  on  posting  vacancies? 
Since  the  positions  of  Assistant  Director 
(for  Information),  Assistant  Director 
(for  Personnel)  and  Assistant  to  the 
Director  (for  Library  Business)  were 
created  and  filled  without  prior  notice 
so  that  no  one  had  an  opportunity  to 
apply  for  these  positions,  we  have  re- 
ceived additional  assurances  that  all 
vacancies  would  be  posted  and  everyone 
who  believed  himself  qualified  would  re- 
ceive an  opportunity  to  apply  for  any 
position  posted. 

The  position  of  Reference  Assistant  in 
General  Reference  has  just  been  filled. 
Although  this  position  was  announced  as 
a  vacancy  as  of  October  1,  1958,  there 


has  been  no  "announcement  of  Appointment 
to  be  Made." 

There  is  no  objection  by  this  writer  to 
the  person  appointed.    The  appointment 
probably  should  have  been  made  much 
earlier.    There  is  a  definite  objection 
to  omitting  orderly  procedures  which 
guaranteed  that  each  person  in  the  li- 
brary service  would  be  aware  of  job  op- 
portunities and  have  an  opportunity  to 
apply  for  them. 

^lien  part  of  the  Staff  was  supporting 
a  bill  to  place  the  employees  in  the 
biblio thecal  service  of  the  library  under 
Civil  Service  to  gain  such  guarantees  as 
this,  were  not  assurances  given  then  that 
the  best  features  of  Civil  Service  would 
obtain  under  the  library's  personnel 
system? 

Are  we  no  longer  to  have  any  "Announce- 
ment of  Appointment  to  be  Made,"  or  only 
when  someone  deems  it  to  be  advisable? 
Should  we  get  ready  to  hear  of  new  top- 
level  positions  being  created  and  filled 
without  giving  the  staff  a  chance  to  com- 
pete for  them? 

How  does  the  staff  find  out  if  there 
has  been  an  unannounced  change  in  policy? 

CIVIL  SYBIL 

Ed.  note:    Personnel  Office  admits  it 
slipped  up. 

Crossword  puzzle  fans  take  note:    the  re- 
port of  the  firm  of  Cresap,  MaCormick  & 
Paget  on  staffing  will  provide  hours  of 
speculation  for  those  interested.  For 
example,  Exhibit  A  gives  11  (minus  6) 
leaves  5>.    Question:    who  are  the  missing 
bodies?  and  where  do  they  reappear  in  a- 
nother  guise? 

The  "General  Observations"  provide  fur- 
ther speculation.    Question:    Are  further 
additions  to  the  already  top-heavy  super- 
structure to  be  perpetrated  upon  the  un- 
suspecting staff?    The  addition  of  an  or- 
ganization chart  would  have  clarified 
these  ambiguous  phrases  veiled  in  abstract 
terminology.    We  would  like  to  see  fur- 
ther delineation  on  these  points. 

CROSS  WORD 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief o 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressedo 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 
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SORT  ORGANIZATION  MEETING 

As  the  result  of  a  gay  trip  to  Worcester 
by  a  snail  group  of  holiday  makers  the 
Sfessachusetts  Library  Association  is 
going  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  world- 
shaking  program. 

This  choice  tid-bit  was  instigated  last 
Friday,  February  13,  by  representatives 
from  the  staff  associations  of  the  Boston 
Public,  Worcester  Public,  and  the  M.I.T. 
libraries . 

Under  a  full  head  of  steam  generated  by 
Qertrude  Wade,  five  representatives  from 
B.P.L.  met  with  five  association  members 
from  Worcester  and  M.I.T.  to  fill  in  the 
big  picture. 

It  was  decided  that  Boston  will  handle 
publicity,  Worcester  will  handle  the 
physical  arrangements  for  the  meeting  in 
Lenox,  and  M.I.T.  will  concentrate  on 
contacting  by  mail  all  those  libraries  in 
the  State  without  benefit  of  staff 
associations. 

A  tentative  program  -was  decided  upon — 
so  tentative,  in  fact,  that  with  luck  it 
will  be  announced  next  issue. 

For  all  those  who  en^oy  reading  names  in 
newspapers  those  TNho  attended  were : 
From  Boston; 

B.  Gertrude  Wade,  Codman  Square, 

elected  Chairman 
Pauline  A.  Walker,  West  Roxbury 
Edna  G.  Peck,  Book  Selection  (HR  and 
CS) 

Louis  Rains.  Science  and  Technology 

Frank  La  vine ,  West  End 
From  Worcester: 

Helen  Smith 

Alice  Vajorian 

Elizabeth  Bryant 

Emil  Gradberg 
From  M.I.T. : 

Diana  Joyorian 


FIFTY  YEAR  MAN 

When  William  Howard  Taft  was  President, 
Peary  was  discovering  the  North  Pole,  and 
Honus  Wagner  was  still  batting  champ  of 
the  National  League,  Joe  Crowley  (Assist- 
ant-in-Charge,  Book  Stack  Service)  came 
to  work  at  B.P.L.    To  many  of  us  it  seems 
like  a  long  time  in  anybody's  book  (get 
it,  book),  but  not  to  Joe  who  has  hundreds 
of  stories  about  the  "good  old  days,H  and 
the  millions  of  books  that  he  has  handled. 

For  a  man  that  doesn't  look  any  older 
than  many  of  the  extras  who  work  for  him 
in  the  stacks  he  has  seen  lots  of  changes. 
"We  worked  all  over  the  Library  in  the  old 
days j  seems  to  me  that  there  were  more 
men  around,  too,  and  for  a  fellow  to  work 
at  a  Branch  was  unheard  of." 

"They  gave  us  a  rule  book  and  a  few 
weeks  to  learn  it  by  heart  j  after  that, 
we  were  responsible  for  anything  that 
wasn't  right;  if  you  made  a  mistake,  it 
was  your  neck." 

He  tells  about  people  with  whom  he 
worked  who  are  now  successes  in  law, 
medicine,  and  the  clergy,  "they  come 
back  once  in  a  while  and  we  talk  over  old 
times",  says  he,  with  a  big  smile. 

"I've  had  ray  gripes  and  bad  days,  but 
on  the  other  hand,  happy  times,  too,  and 
nice  people  to  work  with.    I*m  still 
here,  and  hope  to  be  for  a  long  time, 
"that's  my  answer  to  the  question  'do  I 
like  B.P.L.  or  not!" 
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With  the  threat  of  the  Mayor !s  white  paper  a  dormant  issue,  and  the  committees 
for  National  Library  Week  raising  the  banners  and  lances  of  public  relations  to 
defend  us  against  further  immediate  encroachment  on  our  rights  to  the  borders  of 
education,  QM  feels  safe  in  turning  its  attention  inward  to  consider  the  Statement 
of  Personnel  Principles  published  early  this  month.    We  regard  somewhat  quizzi- 
cally, though  not  unappreciatively,  the  solicitation  of  employee  comments  and  sugges- 
tions, thinking  it  more  sensible  to  refrain  from  critical  analysis  of  a  statement 
comprised  of  such  admittedly  broad  principles.    It  is  the  plan  for  implementation 
of  these  principles  which  we  await  with  interest  and  some  anxiety. 

Our  interest  carries  with  it  a  certain  optimism.    Our  anxiety  arises  from  an 
admitted  bias  against  apparently  broad  statements  which  in  the  past  have  sometimes 
sprung  from  decidedly  specific  and  predetermined  intentions.    Having  frankly  stated 
our  bias,  a  gesture  more  common  to  sociology  than  journalism,  QM  prefers  to  ac- 
centuate the  positive  and  avoid  borrowing  doubts  from  the  past.    Our  antennae  have 
been  buzzing  with  staff  reaction  to  the  Statement,  but  it  occurs  to  us  that  each 
individual  employee  has  an  individual  interpretation  of  the  principles,  that  these 
interpretations  are  widely  varied,  and  that  most  of  them  are  based  on  projected 
guesses  into  the  "form  and  substance"  which  as  far  as  we  know  does  not  yet  exist. 

The  Executive  Board  at  its  March  meeting  voted  to  table  discussion  of  the 
Statement  till  a  future  meeting  when  all  members  could  be  present,  the  intervening 
time  to  be  used  in  studying  interpretation  and  reaction  to  it. 

QMf s  own  comment  is  two-fold: 

1.  )  -  A  broad  reaction  to  the  broad  principles  is  favorable.    They  appear 
potentially  beneficial  to  the  profession,  the  institution,  and  the  employees. 

2.  )  -  Support  or  criticism  should  be  reserved  until  some  points  are  clari- 
fied from  the  "form  and  substance"  part  of  the  program — e.g. -principles  #k>  3>j  and 
6  which  conjure  up  memories  of  the  unsuccessful  rating  sheets  of  the  (pardon  the 
reference)  past, 

QM*3  sole  suggestion:    Recognizing  that  the  administration  of  this  program  rests 
rightfully  with  the  Personnel  Division,  we  hope  the  Assistant  Director  will  once 
again  welcome  the  opportunity  to  explore  the  Staff  Association  viewpoint  through 
discussion  with  our  elected  representatives,  the  Executive  Board,  before  any  hard 
and  fast  plans  are  put  into  effect. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
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PR:vSIDENT'^  ^TSS 

Preparations  for  the  forthcoming  Na- 
tional Library  Week  occupy  the  minds  and  j 
energies  of  many  of  us  at  this  time,  to 
the  exclusion  of  many  other  library  activ-j 
ities  and  we  feel  that  it  will  be  of  great) 
value  in  bringing  to  the  public  notice  the) 
services  as  well  as  the  needs  of  our  Dub- 
lic  libraries.    The  Staff  Association  this- 
year  is  oarticipating  in  the  activities  byj 
acting  as  host  at  an  Open  House  for  the  I 
Friends  of  the  Library  groups,  at  the 
Central  Library  on  Sunday,  April  12,  at 
2  p.m.    The  chairman  of  the  Entertainment  | 
Committee,  Mrs.  Anne  M.  Brackett  of  Cen- 
tral Charging  Records,  would  be  glad  to 
hear  of  anyone  who  wishes  to  volunteer  to 
assist  in  serving  the  refreshments. 

Your  president  was  pleased  to  see  the 
statement  of  basic  personnel  principles 
published  by  the  Assistant  Director,  Mr. 
Gaines.    They  seem  to  us  to  be  eminently 
fair,  reasonable,  and  to  provide  a  good 
base  for  sound  personnel  practices.  Yife 
should  all  feel  reassured  that  the  inter- 
est and  welfare  of  staff  members  are  being 
considered  of  prime  importance  to  the  ef- 
ficient functioning  of  the  Library  as  a 
whole.    The  statement  seems  to  us  a  def i- i 
nite  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  redecorating  work  in  progress  in 
Bates  Hall  makes  us  wish  to  extend  our 
sympathies  to  the  staffs  of  General  Refer-f 
ence  and  Book  Stack  Service  who  are 
remaining  cheerful  although  obliged  to 
work  under  most  trying  circumstances. 
Members  of  other  departments  are  being 
most  cooperative  not  only  in  helping  to  j 
man  unfamiliar  posts  where  needed,  but  in! 
cheerfully  accepting  the  fact  that  for  the, 
present  at  least,  the  General  Reference 
Staff  cannot  be  called  upon  to  give  their 
usual  help  to  other  departments.    As  a 
bystander  in  the  proceedings  it  is  cheer-  I 
ing  to  see  a  fine  example  of  staff  cooper- 
ation and  of  working  under  difficulties. 

Staff  members  may  need  to  be  reminded 
that  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Board  i 
were  elected  to  serve  them,  and  can  do  so 
better  if  particular  problems  are  chan- 
nelled directly  to  the  Board  rather  than 
through  the  Soap  Box. 

SARAH  FLATTERY 


iCl  IVITIES 

H.re  you  ready  for  the  i'>ui-aa,y  work 
week?    When  and  if  that  much  prophesied 
becomes  common  practice,  will  you  be 
among  the  over-leisured,  for  whom  adult 
educators  are  planning  a  "productive 
life" ? 

Pondering  this  knotty  question,  QM  took 
a  look  around,  and  within  the  BPL  ranks 
found  so  many  friends  already  leading 
doubly  productive  lives  that  a  series 
feature  was  deemed  necessary  to  uncover 
all  the  interesting  facts.    We  began  with 
librarians  who  also  teach. 

Take  Karl  Nyren,  for  example.    He  works 
in  Fine  Arts,  is  a  family  man  who's  wife, 
Dorothy,  is  the  Librarian  of  the  Concord 
Free  Library.    His  activities  include  the 
usual  amount  of  home  building  and  recre- 
ation with  the  children,  and  a  rather 
unusual  amount  of  exercise ,  for  Karl  has 
been  known  to  bicycle  to  work  with  no  ill 
effects  from  the  ten-mile  ride.     In  ad- 
dition, he  has  just  finished  writing  a 
novel,  reviews  books  on  a  regular  basis 
for  LJ,  is  teaching  Freshman  English  at 
BU  and  Modern  Literature  at  the  Adult 
Center.    No  liesure  problem  here. 

Sam  Goldstein,  Sci.  &  Tech.  is  another 
whose  activities  reach  out  beyond  the 
2k  hour  day.    Rare  moments  of  relaxation 
find  him  involved  in  one  of  his  side 
interests  which  range  from  bull  fighting 
to  musical  comedy,  and  back  byway  of 
photography.    He  teaches  a  course  in  the 
use  of  the  English  language  at  the  Adult 
Center,  that  is  when  he's  not  translating 
Russian  technical  papers,  or  pursuing 
his  major  field  of  Political  Science. 

Then  there's  Jane  Manthorne ,  who's 
moments  of  sheer  repose  are  as  difficult 
to  find  as  those  of  a  humming  bird. 
Jane's  job  as  Readers  Advisor  for  Young 
Adults  takes  her  to  an  impressive  number 
of  speech-making  dates  each  month,  yet 
she  finds  time  for  the  Navy  reserve , 
various  enterprises  on  behalf  of  refugee 
families,  stamp  collecting,  and  other 
hobbies.    She  shares  her  specialized 
knowledge  not  only  by  dint  of  her  job, 
but  also  by  teaching  the  course  of  Li+- 
erature  for  Young  Adults  at  Simmons 
College  School  of  Library  Science. 

These  are  only  three  of  our  teaching 
librarians,  three  who  would  have  no  prob- 
lem finding  productive  activity  for  the 
time  gained  in  four-day  work  week.  Other? 
/'ill  follow  in  future  issues. 


THE  MALE  LIBRARIAN 

A  long  overdue  voice  has  sounded  from 
the  Montclair,  New  Jersey,  Public  Library: 
a  voice  crying  for  recognition  and  appre- 
ciation for  the  male  librarian. 

Allan  Angoff ,  a  former  Boston  Public 
Library  employee,  has  written  the  lead 
story  in  the  February  l^th  issue  of  the 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL.    The  title— The  Male 
Librarian — An  Anomaly?.    Mr,  Angoff  con- 
fides,  "I  have  taken  no  scientific  poll, 
I  have  no  proof  that  sociologists  would 
accept,  but  I  am  convinced  and  I  feel  that 
hundreds  of  librarians  would  agree  with 
me — that  the  predominant  public  image  of 
the  male  librarian  is  that  of  a  kindly 
and  sometimes  effeminate  misfit." 

Mr.  Angoff  goes  on  to  evaluate  the  posi- 
tion of  the  nan  in  the  library  system — he  i 
does  a  witty  and  clever  job  of  writing  in 
-which  he  pulls  no  punches  and  makes  one  of  i 
the  strongest  arguments  for  librarianship  j 
as  a  profession  that  we  have  seen.    Good  j 
humor  and  good  writing  make  this  a  must 
for  any  librarian — male  or  female. 

(Editor's  Note:    Mrs.  Angoff  is  also  a 
a  former  BPLer — Florence  Adelson) 

BPL  VOICE  IS  HEARD 

Apropos  of  the  above  subject,  we  found 
a  letter  from  our  Bill  Casey  printed  in 
the  February  7,  1959  issue  of  AMERICA 
magazine,  proclaiming  most  eloquently  the 
merits  of  librarianship.    We  submit  the 
following  excerpt: 

"It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the  word 
♦librarian1  conjures  up  visions  of  a 
desiccated  old  maid  such  as  the  one  in  A 
Tree  Grows  in  Brooklyn  whose  sole  purpose 
is  to  prevent  the  books  on  the  shelves 
from  becoming  disorganized  and  who  effec- 
tively kills  all  desire  for  self -expansion 
in  the  world  of  learning. 

"Dealing  primarily  with  'people  and 
books »  is  the  heart  of  library  work  and 
the  fundamental  source  of  its  deep  satis- 
faction as  a  way  of  life.    Because  library 
work  is  so  varied  and  diversified  it  is 
now  possible  for  any  one  engaged  in  the 
profession  to  emphasize  whatever  aspect 
is  best  suited  to  his  own  tastes  or  per- 
sonality.   The  scholar  can  labor  in  the 
rarified  atmosphere  of  rare  books  or  manu- 
scripts and  the  gregarious  soul  can  ex- 
press himself  in  the  area  of  adult 
education. 


"Make  no  mistake  about  it,  the  library 
profession  offers  both  challenges  and 
rewards  that  cannot  be  duplicated  in  any 
other  career.    It  is  frustrating  to 
realize  that  you  will  never  finish  the 
reading  necessary  to  render  the  best 
possible  service  to  your  patrons,  but 
it  is  stimulating  to  meet  new  people, 
new  questions  and  new  demands  on  your 
accumulated  skills  almost  daily. 

"The  opportunities  for  good  work  exist 
in  abundance.    All  that  is  lacking  are 
the  willing  workers  who  will  seize  them.' 

QM  says  BRAVO,  Billl 

NEU,  CLA — WINTER  MEETING 

Members  of  the  New  England  Unit  of  the 
Catholic  Library  Association  who  at- 
tended the  early  Winter  Meeting  at  South 
Boston,  January  10,  were  delighted  and 
impressed  by  the  functional  beauty  of 
our  newest  branch I    Mrs.  Irene  Tuttle, 
branch  librarian,  was  a  most  gracious 
hostess  at  the  occasion,  assisted  by 
Martha  C.  Engler,  children's  librarian. 
Speakers  included  St.  Jane  Manthorne, 
BPL  Readers  Advisor  for  Young  Adults, 
whose  topic  was  Teen-age  Fiction:  Fact 
or  Fairytale.    Young  people  will  read 
mature  material  if  guided  to  it,  and 
they  should  be  guided,  she  stated.  Rev. 
Ambrose  J.  Mahoney,  S»J.,  headmaster  of 
B.  C.  High  discussed  The  National  Merit 
Scholarship.    Father  Mahoney  favors  the 
scholarship  program  which  encourages 
and  stimulates  students  to  study  harder 
by  furnishing  tangible  recognition  and 
prestige  for  their  efforts.    The  Honor- 
able Elias  Shamon,  Judge,  Municipal 
Court  House,  Boston,  discoursed  with 
interest  and  authority  on  the  subject, 
The  Political  Situation  in  Lebanon  in 
Historical  Perspective. 

During  the  refreshment  period  members 
enjoyed  the  exhibit  of  paintings  on 
"Jesus  and  Mary  in  Boston"  by  Boston 
artist  Allan  R.  Crite. 

DIANE  FARRELL 


A.L.A.  CONFERENCE — June  21—27,  1959 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Do  YOU  belong? 


KNOW  YOUR  OFFICERS 

Mrs  Sarah  W.  Flannery,  Chief  of  History 
and  Deputy  Supervisor,  is  continuing  for 
a  second  year  as  President  of  the  Staff 
Association.    A  former  editor  of  THE 
QUESTION  MARK,  Sally  brings  experience 
and  an  understanding  of  Association  prob- 
lems to  her  position.    Sally  was  recently 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Commander  in  the 
U.  S.  Naval  Reserve.    We  offer  congratu- 
lations and  our  wishes  for  smooth  sailing. 

# 

Beginning  his  term  as  Vice  President  is 
the  Chief  of  Central  Charging  Records, 
Charles  J.  Gillis.    Charley  is  a  past  Vice 
President  of  the  Quarter  Century  Club  and 
has  held  a  number  of  elective  and  appoin- 
tive offices  in  the  association.  Those 
desiring  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gillis Ts  personal 
signature  need  only  to  retain  a  library 
book  beyond  its  due  date. 

Reelected  to  a  second  term  as  Treasurer 
is  Louis  Ugalde  of  Rare  Book.    Asked  why 
he  sought  a  second  term,  Louis  stated  that 
he  needed  time  to  get  the  books  back  into 
balance.    Louis  will  be  recognized  by 
many  as  a  founder  of  and  continuing  per- 
former in  the  Christmas  carollers.  He's 
the  one  with  the  violin. 

The  Recording  Secretary  for  this  year 
will  be  Cornelia  Harrington  of  the  Cat.  & 
Class.,  R.R.S.    Connie  was  a  member  of  the 
19£8  Personnel  Committee,  and  brings  to 
this  position  the  added  advantage  of  past 
secretarial  skill — no  small  asset,  as  any- 
one will  vouch  vvho  has  tried  recording  a 
discussion  from  the  floor  of  a  BPLSA 
business  meeting. 

* 

Kathleen  Hegarty  of  Gen.  Ref.,  R.R.S.  , 
continues  her  function  of  Corresponding 
Secretary  for  a  second  year.    This  posi- 
tion entails  much  typing  of  letters  and 
cutting  of  stencils  and  Kay  deserves  many 
thanks  for  her  multitudinous  labors. 
Don't  worry  Kay  -  next  year  we'll  nominate 
you  for  a  nice  easy  job  -  like  treasurer.* 

*Ed.Note:    Mr.  Ugalde  has  requested 
equal  space  to  refute  the  above  allegation 
but  unfortunately  his  four  page  rebuttal 
could  not  be  fitted  into  this  month's 
issue. 


* 

A  new  member  of  the  Executive  Board, 
Louis  Polishook  is  a  familiar  voice  in 
the  Association.    Lou  has  served  as 
Treasurer  and  is  presently  heading  the 
new  Committee  on  Legislative  and  Legal 
Matters.    Lou  is  also  from  Central 
Charging  Records  and  can  usually  be  found 
on  the  opposite  side  of  any  controversial 
question, 

# 

Nancy  Cushing  of  Central  Charging 
Records  is  the  new  non-professional  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Board  for  1959. 
Nancy  will  be  remembered  for  her  beauti- 
ful solos  in  Free  To  All.    She  is  also 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Drama teurs, 
the  new  play  reading  group  in  the  Li- 
brary.   We  wish  her  and  her  companions 
every  success  in  their  new  venture. 

* 

Harold  Brackett,  favorite  son  of  O.S., 
enters  his  second  term  on  the  Executive 
Board.    Harold,  young  bachelor  about 
town,  known  for  a  steady  head  and  ready 
humor,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Program 
Committee. 


Mrs.  Ann  Kearney  represents  the 
Branches  on  the  Board  for  the  second 
year.    Ann  is  Children's  Librarian  at 
Lower  Mills,  has'  a  lovely  singing _ 
voice,  and  one  of  the  warmest  personali 
ties  on  record. 


DRAMATEURS  TO  MEET 
The  play  reading  group  announces 

A  Special  Meeting 
on  Tuesday,  March  2U,  at  6  p.m. 

We'll  have  a  tape  recorder,  coffee, 
and  a  special  guest.    For  an  even- 
ing of  pleasure,  won't  you  join  us 
in  the  Staff  Library? 


I 


I 
j 

NATIONAL  LIBRARY  ':rEEK  AT  BPL 

j 

Sunday,  April  12,  will  mark  the  begin-  j 
ning  of  the  busiest  week  in  the  year  for 
the  BPL.    Getting  underway  with  an  Open 
House ,  NLW  promises  a  whirlwind  course  of 
events  lasting  through  Saturday,  April  18. 

Highlights  of  the  plans  for  Central's 
lecture  hall  are  as  follows: 
Sunday;    a  reception,  following  the  Open 
House,  for  the  many  Friends  of  the  Library 
groups.    This  is  to  be  co-sponsored  and 
hosted  by  the  Staff  Association. 
Monday:    an  evening  orogram  of  the  Program 
planner's  Institute  in  conjunction  with 
the  Adult  Education  Association., 
Wednesday;    a  special  program  sponsored  by 
Open  Shelf.    (Plans  to  be  released  later) 
Thursday:    a  Never  Too  Late  sponsored  pro- 
gram  entitled  Meet  the  Authors,  featuring 
Alice  Dixon  Bond  and  a  panel  of  authors, 
with  the  Never  Too  Later s  hosting  for  the 
general  public. 

In  addition,  the  branches  have  planned 
more  than  sixty  programs  for  the  week, 
aimed  at  all  ages  and  interests,  featuring 
book  talks,  films,  guest  speakers,  and 
branch  hospitality. 

We  will  see  National  Library  Week  all 
around  the  town  on  billboards  (courtesy  of 
John  Donnelly  &  Sons),  posters,  car  cards, 
theatre  trailers  and  in  department  store 
and  bank  displays.    Articles  will  appear  in 
the  Greater  Boston  C  of  C  magazine,  and 
the  W.E.C.P.A.  magazine. ( 

TV  will  feature  NLT"r  with  spot  announce- 
ments and  Library  oriented  programs  includ- 
ing FBZ's  Dimensions  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
TOH's  Dateline  Boston  on  Friday  the  17th. 

Even  Walt  Kelly  (see  Pogo  above)  and  "ralt 
Disney  have  donated  their  talent  for  the 
NLW  effort. 

This  is  probably  no  news  for  the  many  at 
BPL  who  are  already  in  the  throes  of  plan- 
ning their  contributions ,  but  for  the  rest 
of  us  who  wonder  what  it  takes  to  organize 
an  all-out  effort  like  this,  see  the  inside 


back,  cover  of  QM  for  a  list  of  Busiest- 
People— of -the -Month  Candidates  • 

FLASH  I    The  Sunday  afternoon  Open 
House  will  feature  a  live,  original 
cast  urogram  of  Starring  the  editors, 
preceding  their  broadcast  time. 

APRIL  GREETINGS  FOR  BP ISA 

Gi^TT ING-TO  -KKDV/-YOU  PARTY 

There's  a  new  look  in  Staff  Association 
doings  this  year,  and  we're  off  to  a 
rousing  start  on  April  3rd — when  new 
officers  and  new  staff  members  will  be 
feted  in  a  double-header  party. 

The  program  committee,  headed  by  Helen 
Hirson,  will  not  tell  all — but  samples 
of  entertainment  include  parodies  of 
familiar  TV  shows  such  as  To  Tell  The 
Truth ,  and  live  entertainment  provided 
by  the  new  play reading  group,  the  Drama  - 
teurs ,  and  the  Chowder,  Chatter,  and 
Marching  Society. 

Prizes  and  Surprises  await  us  in  the 
Lecture  Hall,  8  p.m.,  April  3rd,  when 
Association  members,  their  friends  and 
relations  will  meet  and  greet  the  new 
officers  and  twenty-five  new  staff 
members . 

But  that's  not  alii    A  Ge t -Together - 
And-Stay-Intown  dinner  is  being  arranged 
to  fill  the  ^ap  between  work  and  party 
time.    Watch  for  a  special  notice  on 
arrangements  to  be  sent  to  all  Branches 
and  departments  soon  I 

See  you  there  ...  Don't  forget  the 
date — April  3rd. 


Have  you  seen: 


An  architect's  view  of 
a  new  North  End 

retaining  the  old  flavor 


See  it  now 
on  exhibit 
at 

North  End  Branch  Library 


UNSOLICITED  PUBLICITY  FOR  N.L.Tff. 

At  the  First  Alumnae  Forum,  a  new 
organization  of  some  15  women's  colleges, 
held  at  the  Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel  on  Feb- 
ruary 28,  the  subject  was  "What  makes  an 
educated  woman?"    Mrs  Harold  B.  Case,  one 
of  the  speakers  on  this  provocative  sub- 
ject, gave  excellent  publicity  for  N.L.W. 
when  she  quoted  from  material  furnished 
by  the  State  Committee  for  National 
Library  Week. 

CASE  METHOD  REVIEWED  FOR  SLA 

At  the  Education  Committee  Meeting  of 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  SLA  on  Monday 
evening  March  2,  Kenneth  Shaffer,  Director 
of  Simmons  College  School  of  Library  Sci- 
ence, spoke  on  the  subject,  The  Next  Best 
Thing  to  Experience:  The  Case  Method  in 
Library  Education* 

In  his  own  experience,  Mr.  Shaffer  found 
it  difficult  to  develop  a  stimulating 
course  in  administration  through  the  usual 
teaching  methods  of  lectures,  reading  and 
discussion.    And  so  came  the  idea  of 
adapting  for  library  school  the  case 
method  long  used  by  the  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Business  Administration. 

Each  student  is  assigned  sets  of  cases 
involving  human  problems  that  the  librari- 
an might  encounter  in  administration . 
Based  on  his  experience  and  background, 
through  study  and  research  the  student 
reaches  the  conclusion  afforded  by  his 
own  considered  judgment*.     He  makes  a 
presentation  of  the  case,  his  solution  and 
the  reasons  for  it.    Students  will  take 
opposite  sides  on  the  case  and  heated 
discussions  ensue,  with  the  class  so  in- 
volved that  they  forget  the  presence  of 
the  instructor — the  sign  of  a  successful 
course. 

The  student  gains  neither  new  skills  nor 
body  of  knowledge  but  a  type  of  second- 
hand experience.    He  learns  to  think 
logically  on  human  problems,  to  realize 
that  there  may  be  alternative  solutions 
and  to  develop  a  more  mature  judgment  ic 
making  administrative  decisions, 

Mr.  Shaffer  announced  a  case  study  course 
which  is  in  the  planning  stage  for  next 
fall.    It  will  be  offered  in  cooperation 
with  Boston  Chapter's  Education  Committee, 
on  the  relation  of  special  librarians  to 
management.    It  will  cover  five  or  six 
meetings  and  be  open  to  about  fifteen  i 
librarians.  ' 


CATHOLIC  BOOK  FORUM 

A  capacity  audience  filled  New  England 
Mutual  Hall  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
February  lli,  for  the  Catholic  Book 
Forum,  sponsored  jointly  by  the  League 
of  Catholic  Women,  Mrs.  Clement  J.  Dore, 
President,  and  the  New  England  Unit  of 
the  Catholic  Library  Association,  Anna 
L.  Manning,  Chairman.    Jeannette  Pepin, 
Librarian  at  East  Boston  High  School  and 
former  BPL  staff  member,  was  the  Chair- 
man of  this  year's  Catholic  Book  Week 
Committee  and  presented  the  speakers  at 
the  Forum. 

Richard  J.  Hurley,  of  the  National 
Catholic  Library  Association,  took  the 
topic  Reading  in  an  Age  of  Looking, 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  the  ele- 
mentary school  library.    Mrs.  Elizabeth 
G.  Spear e,  author  of  CALICO  CAPTIVE  and 
THE  FITCH  OF  BLACKBIRD  POND,  gave  a 
delightful  account  of  the  background  to 
her  books*    Edward  Rowe  Snow,  whose  most 
recent  work  is  GREAT  SEA  RESCUES,  cast  a 
spell  over  the  audience  with  a  tale  of 
one  of  his  New  England  ghosts.  Charles 
B.  Flood,  author  of  LOVE  IS  A  BRIDGE  and 
the  new  TELL  ME,  STRANGER,  discussed  the 
intellectual  responsibility  of  the 
Catholic  author.    Marie  C.  Buehrle, 
author  of  CARDINAL  MERRY  DEL  VAL,  related 
witty  anecdotes  of  her  experiences  and 
the  persons  she  encountered  while  doing 
research  for  her  book  in  Italy. 

At  the  close  of  the  program,  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Timothy  F.  O'Leary,  Superintendent 
of  the  Archdiocesan  schools,  presented 
awards  to  the  parochial  school  children 
who  were  winners  in  the  essay  contest 
sponsored  by  the  Catholic  Library 
Association. 

Lake  Street  Book  Store,  Campbell  and 
Hall,  Our  Wonderful  World,  and  World 
Book  Encyclopedia  arranged  exhibits  in 
the  Charter  Room  at  New  England  Mutual 
Hall. 

Catholic  Book  Week  Committee  members 
this  year  included,  in  addition  to  Miss 
Pepin  and  Miss  Manning,  Martha  C.  Engler, 
Dorothy  K.  Becker,  Marie  R.  Kennedy,  Mrs. 
Anne  C.  Kearney,  Diane  Far re 11,  and 
William  Casey  of  BPLj  Sally  Quinn  of  St. 
Theresa's  Parish  Library,  West  Roxbury; 
Sister  M.  Immacula,  O.S.F.,  Cardinal 
Cushing  Educational  Clinic,  Boston 5  and 
Paul  Moynihan,  formerly  of  BPL,  now  of 
Boston  College  Library. 

DIANE  FARRELL 


ALOHA  FSTE  FOR  CC&K.S. 

The  Chowder,  Chatter  and  Marching  Soci- 
ety met  once  again  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  7,  at  the  China  Star.    The  meeting 
was  called  to  celebrate  the  unaminous 
election  of  Emilia  Lange  as  the  Society's 
representative  at  the  Hellenic  commemora-  J 
tion  of  the  International  Geophysical 
Year.    Miss  Lange  will  probably  recover 
sufficiently  to  get  to  Europe,  but  the 
International  Geophysical  Year  was  set 
back  a  minimum  of  three  weeks 0 

The  unrehearsed  feature  attraction  of 
the  evening  was  a  sneak  preview  of  the 
flower  show,  provided  by  three  suscepti- 
ble ladies.    Other  ladies  present  seemed 
capable  of  absorbing  the  shock,  and  even 
willing  to  fall  equal  victims  of  the 
conscience-less  huckster  from  the  whole- 
sale millinery  conspiracy.    You  men  who 
have  not  yet  seen  the  latest  atrocities 
in  ladies'  hats  should  be  warned.  Those 
who  were  present  when  the  ladies  appeared 
completed  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in 
a  condition  of  mild  shock P    None  has  since 
dared  plan  a  flower  garden  for  the  coming 
year,  through  fear  of  error  in  spreading 
necessary  plant  food. 

Dae  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Society's  own  professional  singing 
Carbonneaus  and  Munros,  and  also  due  to 
the  fact  that  Se'nor  Ugalde  was  fortunatelyi 
indisposed  to  sing,  the  self -proclaimed 
non-singing  Peltiers  took  over  the  artis- 
tic phase  of  the  evening.    To  the  usual 
able  accompaniment  of  Maestro  Dan  Koury, 
they  chanted  the  called-for  dirge  of 
warning  to  Emilia  Lange,  lest  she  fall 
victim  to  the  charms  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Aegean.    The  unexpected  charm  of 
Felicia's  singing  voice,  and  its  purity 
of  tone,  were  admired  by  all  those  who 
were  not  lost  in  admiration  of  the  debo- 
nair aplomb  of  her  husband,  as  he  lost 
himself  in  the  drama  of  which  he  was  now 
a  part.    WHAT  A  HAMi    The  biggest  hit  of 
the  evening  was  provided  by  Mr.  Ugalde. 
He  forgot  to  bring  his  violin. 

His  ex-Majesty,  Louis  Rains,  gave  a 
moving  tribute  to  certain  outstanding 
abilities  of  the  author  of  the  lyrics. 
There  was  general  applause  and  unanimous 
agreement  with  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  Mr.  Rains,  but  no  one  seemed  so 
genuinely  moved  as  was  the  author  himself. 


He  was  heard  to  say  between  well-con- 
trolled sobs  of  appreciation:     "I  have 
been  awarded  many  tributes  during  my 
life,  but  praise  from  the  master  is 
praise  indeed!    I  have  been  given  the 
accolade." 

During  the  business  session,  it  was 
moved  and  voted  that  court-martial  pro- 
ceedings be  instituted  for  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  alumni  who  proved  to  be 
A.W.O.L.  at  the  opening  rollcall.  All 
present  agreed  that  it  is  the  height  of 
presumption  for  members  of  New  England's 
most  intellectual  philosophical  organi- 
zation to  assume  that  they  can  be  absent 
without  being  immediately  and  greatly 
misseda 

Among  those  present  were  two  graduates 
who  were  welcomed  with  particular  hearti- 
ness:   Joan  Morris,  who  is  gradually 
succeeding  in  putting  the  General  Electric 
Company  back  on  its  feet,  and  Loraine 
Sullivan  who,  rumor  says,  may  shortly  be 
recalled  to  the  BPL  to  head  a  new  divi- 
sion for  the  same  purpose. 


"No  Lolita?" 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 

■  < 

i 

New  Employees 

Geraldine  Biezart,  Central  Charging 
Records 

Jeanne  H.  Cushing*  Bookmobiles 

Mrs  Harrietts  C.  James,  Bookmobiles 

Robert  IT.  Oxman,  Open  Shelf 

IS^ra^jsl  •  C of f e y ,  R  and  RS  Division 
Office  to  Cataloging  and  Classification  ! 

Juanita  Blakely,  Adams  Street  to  Bookmo-  i 
biles  i 

Charlotte  R.  Cooper,  South  End  to  South 
Boston 

Joan  M.  Sughrue,  Central  Charging  Records 
to  Division  Office,  HR  and  CS 

Resigned 

Carolyn  A.  Christie,  General  Reference,  to 

return  to  school 
Richard  Gilman,  Bookmobiles,  to  accept 

another  position 
Albert  J«  Brogna,  Bookmobiles,  to  accept 

another  position 
Marie  T.  Hastie,  Parker  Hill,  to  remain 

at  home 

Elizabeth  L.  Morgan,  Washington  Village 
Mrs  Mary  J.  Robinson,  Business  Office,  to 

remain  at  home 
Mrs  Jeannette  L.  Stow,  Book  Stack  Service , 

to  remain  at  home 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To  Erwin  D«  Canham,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  who,  in  addition  to  his 
many  other  honors  and  achievements,  has 
been  appointed  President  of  the  United 
States  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

* 

To  Pauline  Winnick,  who  was  awarded  the 
Jewish  Advocate  Rose  in  recognition  for 
her  outstanding  contributions  to  the 
Boston  Community.    She  received  the  cita- 
tion at  the  B'nai  Brith  Donor's  Dinner 
last  week  at  the  Bradford  Hotel, 


V'HO'S  W,V1 

Mrs.  Margy  P.  Sharpe  is  the  newest 
member  of  Rare  Book.    Margy  was 
graduated  from  Wellesley  College  in 
1958  and  now  livas  in  Cambridge.  She 
hails  from  Omaha Nebraska ,  where  she 
worked  a3  assistant  he^d  of  the  Exhibi~ 
tions  Department  of  the  Joslyn  Art 
Museum.    Margy  has  many  hobbies  ,  but 
she  especially  favor,--  stinting  and 
photograph;; . 

■a- 

Book  Stack  Service  has  two  new-comej»-. 
Norma-  Chadwick  comes  from  the  heart  of 
Boston  where  she  attended  high  school 
at  the  Greater  Boston  Academy.  Norma 
is  fond  of  all  sports  but  she  names 
bowling  and  swimming  as  her  favorites. 
She's  also  an  enthusiastic  stamp 
collector. 

f 

Geneva  Powers  earned  her  B.S.  degree 
at  Fort  Valley  State  College,  Ga.,  and 
returned  to  her  home  state  of  Illinois 
to  teach  high  school  algebra  for  two 
and  one  half  years  before  coming  to 
Boston.    Geneva's  interests  include 
reading,  music,  and  painting. 

A  new  face  at  Mt.  Bowdoin  is  that  of 
Mrs.  Margaret  Draskovich  who  lives  in 
Belmont.    She  is  a  19£8  graduate  of 
Boston  University  School  of  Liberal 
Arts.    While  an  undergraduate  Margaret 
worked  summers  at  the  B.U.  Library. 
Reading,  knitting,  and  ice-skating  are 
her  special  activities* 

ENGAGED 

Announcement  was  made  March  10  of  the 
engagement  of  Ann  Degnan,  Director's 
Office,  to  Joseph  Para  tore,  of 
Roslindale. 


SPRING  into  action  for  CARE 


> 
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ALUMNAE  NOTES 


MEJ^RDOg  TO  THE  LATE  EDITH  GUERRIER 

S.E.G.  Memorial  Meeting 

The  February  meeting  of  the  Saturday- 
Evening  Girls ,  held  at  the  North  Bennet 
Industrial  School,  was  a  memorial  to  the 
late  Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branch 
Libraries,  Emeritus,  and  formerly  Branch 
Librarian  at  the  North  End  Branch  Library, 
The  S.E.G.s  were  organized  there  under  her 
leadership  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and 
continue  to  have  meetings  at  regular  in- 
tervals.   This  particular  meeting  was 
attended  by  more  than  50  of  the  membership 
and  letters  from  others  who  live  as  far 
away  as  the  West  Coast  were  read.  A  letter 
written  by  Miss  Guerrier  to  the  S.E.G.s 
and  left  to  be  opened  at  her  passing  was 
read  and  mimeographed  copies  were  made 
available  to  all.    A  tribute  was  presented 
by  Sarah  M.  Usher,  who  had  been  Miss 
Guerrier 's  assistant  for  the  fifteen  years 
preceding  her  retirement  from  the  Boston 
Public  Library.    The  group  has  started  an 
Edith  Guerrier  Memorial  Fund  and  will  de- 
cide uoon  the  exact  nature  of  the  memorial 
when  the  spring  business  meeting  is  held8 

Additions  to  THE  EDITH  GUERRIER  FUND 

Colleagues  and  friends  of  the  late 
Edith  Guerrier  who  wished  to  pay  tribute 
to  her  memory  have  presented  a  gift  of 
$263.08  to  the  Library,  to  be  added  to  THE 
EDITH  GUERRIER  FUND.    This,  together  with 
a  gift  from  "The  8  -  8  *  1",  the  special 
caterers  for  the  Alumnae  Teas  given  annual- 
ly by  Miss  Guerrier,  brings  the  fund  up  to 
$1,200.    The  income  from  this  fund  is  "to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  sound 
literary  and  ethical  value  for  adults,  to 
be  placed  in  the  branch  libraries  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  System." 

THE  PATTER  OF  SUBURBAN  FEET 

Born  January  2 ,  1959 ,  to  the  Robert 
woodwards,  a  son,  Edson  E.  Woodward.  Pere 
Bob,  formerly  of  History,  R.&R.S.,  is  now 
Librarian  of  the  Dedham  Public  Librairy. 

Running  total  for  the  Woodward 
family — 3  boys    1  girl. 


FAMON  THE  BEACHCOMBER 


A  round-robin  letter  from  Eamon 
McDonough  formerly  of  Gen.  Ref.,  now 
teaching  on  Long  Island  sends  greetings 
to  all.    Eamon  is  busy  directing  Kanin's 
"Goodbye  My  Fancy"  for  a  senior  class 
production  early  in  April,  a  project 
which  will  probably  prevent  a  planned 
trip  to  Boston  in  Easter  vacation. 

An  eycemt  from  his  letter  mentions 
anothei  >  .-BPLer:    "A  couple  of  weeks 
ago  the  New  York  Times  sent  out  a  fellow 
to  talk  to  our  kids  on  the  student  paper 
and  lo  and  behold  ye,  who  did  it  turn 
out  to  be  but  Ambrose  Flaherty  what 
worked  in  Book  Stack  Service  and  Gen. 
Rof .  He  asked  to  be  remembered." 

NEW  BOOKS  RECEIVED 
IN  THE  STAFF  LIBRARY 

Fiction 

Godden,  Rumer 

The  greengage  summer.    New  York,  Viking 

Press,  1958 
Mar qua nd,  John  P. 

Women  and  Thomas  Harrow.  Boston, 

Little,  Brown,  1958 
Pasternak,  Boris  L. 

Doctor  Zhivago.    New  York,  Pantheon, 

1958 

Voelker,  John  D. 

Anatomy  of  a  murder.    New  York,  St. 
Martin's  Press,  1958 

Non-Fiction 

Hines,  Duncan 

Adventures  in  good  eating.  Ithaca, 

New  York,  Division  of  the  Duncan  Hines 

Institute,  1957 
Hines,  Duncan 

Lodging  for  a  night.    Ithaca,  New  York, 

Division  of  the  Duncan  Hines  Institute, 

1957 
Hunter,  Dard 

My  life  with  paper.    New  York,  Knopf, 

1958 

Merrit,  LeRoy  C. 

Revie\,7S  in  Library  book  selection. 
Detroit,  Wayne  State  University  Press, 
1958 
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7/EST  MEETS  EAST  AT  YART 

i 

The  Round  Table  of  Young  Adult  Librar-  i 
ians,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Rose 
Moorachian,  South  Boston,  held  its  winter  I 
meeting  at  the  Central  Library  on  Febru-  | 
ary  19,  with  the  provocative  theme  West 
Meets  East  as  the  topic  of  the  morning • 
Two  Simmons  students  from  different  parts 
of  Asia  held  the  audience  at  rapt  atten- 
tion as  they  described  the  characteristics: 
and  problems  of  the  teen-agers  of  their 
respective  countries. 

Akiko  Ujike,  from  Osaka,  Japan,  clearly 
explained  the  reasons  behind  the  tragic 
reports  concerning  the  alarming  increase 
in  delinquency  and  suicide  among  the 
Japanese  youth.    This  new  order  of  teen- 
agers has  grown  up  under  the  Americaniza- 
tion that  has  swept  Japan  since  the  war, 
and  being  impressionable,  has  tried  to 
adopt  American  customs  on  a  wholesale 
level.    All  this  is,  of  course,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  ancient  traditions  and 
manners  of  their  elders.    The  tremendous 
pressures  resulting  from  this  conflict 
between  the  old  order  and  the  new  have, 
for  the  most  part,  been  disastrous  for 
the  young  people  of  a  race  whose  thoughts, 
hopes ,  and  aspirations  have  always  been 
so  high.    It  is  the  hope  of  the  Japanese 
that  the  wave  of  Asian  nationalism  pres- 
ently sweeping  over  all  the  Far  East  will 
bring  about  a  return  to  normalcy  for  the 
next  generation,  and  possibly  provide  a 
levelling-off  period  for  the  current 
confused  offspring. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ledger, 
Narcisa  Tioco,  from  Jfianila,  portrayed  the! 
urban  Filipino  teen-agers  as  being  almost  J 
exact  counterparts  of  their  American 
"cousins".    Because  of  the  fact  that  the 
Phillipines  were  under  U.S.  rule  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  and  have  had  an  Amer- 
ican educational  system,  their  youth 
have,  naturally,  been  fed  a  steady  diet 
of  American  newspapers,  books,  and  movies ; 
and  have  absorbed  much  of  our  culture. 
Consequently,  a  "beat  generation"  and  a 
rock  and  roll  era  have  emerged  coincident 
with  our  own,  to  plague  the  Filipino 
parent.    To  illustrate  her  point,  Miss 
Tioco  read  several  "Letters  to  the  Editor"! 
from  the  MANILA  TIMES ,  which  gave  a  vivid 
picture  of  the  similarity  between  the 
American  and  the  Filipino  youth  of  today,  j 
A  father  wrote :    "My  daughter  used  to  be  i 
the  apple  of  my  eye.    Now  I  think  I'm 
getting  cross -eyed J    She  has  become  a  i 


bundle  of  wiggles,  and  has  started 
wearing  undecided  pants,  somewhere  be- 
tween the  short  and  the  long*  She 
changed  her  pigtails  to  ponytails,  and 
then  to — as  she  calls  them— due ktails  , 
and  then  there  was  no  tail  at  all.    1  rell , 
anyway,  it  is  comforting  to  feel  the 
presence  of  a  son,  even  if  she  is  a 
daughter."    How  familiar  I 

This  was  a  thoroughly  fascinating 
meeting,  and  most  enlightening  for  those 
of  us  who  work  with  young  adults  and  had 
believed  their  problems  and  behavior  to 
be  peculiar  to  the  American  species. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Round  Table 
will  be  held  in  May,  at  the  Old  Mill 
Restaurant,  Westminster,  Mass.  Betty 
Cavanna  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

SOMETHING  NEW  HAS  BEEN  ADDED 
to  the  Abbey  Room 

and  it  isn't  another  painting  by  Edwin 
Austin  Abbey.    Instead,  it  is  General 
Reference  staff  and  public,  crowded  out 
of  their  quarters  by  the  renovations 
which  are  going  on  in  Bates  Hall.  Living 
harmoniously  behind  the  Supervisor's 
Rail  and  spilling  over  into  the  Director's 
Office  is  the  enlarged  family  which  is 
serving  the  public  with  its  usual  cheer- 
fulness in  spite  of  the  handicaps  in- 
volved in  temporary  upset.    At  least  the 
public  who  are  waiting  for  books  to  come 
from  the  stacks  have  time  to  study  the 
famous  QUEST  OF  THE  HOLY  GRAIL  paintings 
which  encircle  the  walls. 

And,  too,  it  causes  a  bit  of  nostalgia 
to  see  BSS  personnel  again  manning  the 
old  "delivery  desk". 

DOLL  EXHIBIT 

The  extraordinary  exhibit  of  dolls 
representing  characters  from  books  and 
people  in  all  walks  of  life  is  delighting 
visitors  to  Central  Library  daily.  If 
Branch  Library  personnel  hasn't  yet  seen 
it,  we  urge  that  they  come  and  look — and 
we  assure  them,  that  they  will  want  to 
stay  and  look  indefinitely.    The  dolls 
are  the  work  of  Clara  G.  Dennis  of 
Jamaica  Plain.    She  is  an  especially  fine 
example  of  a  person  who  knew  how  to  make 
productive  the  years  which  followed  her 
retirement  after  half  a  century  of  teach- 
ing.   These  dolls — actors,  book  charac- 
ters, famous  personages — are  the  result, 
and  at  82'  she  is  still  creating. 
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BRANCH  NOTES 
Community  Profile 

As  one  walks  up  a  country  road,  his  eyes 
are  greeted  by  a  gothic  pile  of  brick  and 
ancient  red  sandstone.    This  is  the 
Brighton  branch;  the  marker  over  the  door 
reads  "built  in  1865". 

The  population  that  this  library  serves 
is  on  the  whole  a  fairly  stable  one.  Made 
,  up  of  a  neighborhood  of  2$%  Irish,  2$% 
Italian^  $0%  Jewish,  and  a  transient  popu- 
lation that  is  difficult  to  count  because 
of  its  high  mobility. 

This  shifting  mass  is  by  far  the  most 
intriguing.    Because  of  the  community's 
unique  location  in  Boston,  and  because  of 
its  medium  rental  housing,  it  has  become 
one  of  the  stopping  off  places  for  gradu- 
ate students  and  research  workers  from  all 
over  the  world. 

Imagine  sitting  at  the  charging  desk 
after  putting  up  a  collection  of  posters 
and  pictures  on  India,  when  who  should 
walk  into  your  branch  but  an  Indian 
family — two  children,  father,  and  the 
mother  complete  with  sari  and  caste  mark. 
They  registered,  and  next  time  when  they 
:  returned  asked  for  MOTHER  INDIA  and  books 
j  on  how  to  play  bridge. 

The  mothers'  group  is  a  good  index  of 
the  distances  these  research  people  have 
travelled.    The  club  has  had  members  from 
Canada  and  Scotland — an  Egyptian  Jewish 
mother  and  her  son  are  also  patrons. 

Boston  University,  Harvard,  M.I.T.  and 
Raytheon  families  live  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  branch;  students  and  research  people 
all  use  its  facilities.    Because  of  this 
clientele ,  the  book  collection  has  to  be 
constantly  upgraded;  the  collection  is  in 
fair  shape  but  a  constant  fight  to  increase 
circulation  is  in  progress — the  increase 
so  far  being  25,000  volumes  more  than 
2 J  years  ago. 

The  major  physical  problems  are  bad 
lighting  and  lack  of  adequate  parking  area 
l  in  the  front  which  could  be  graded  and 
1  covered  with  asphalt. 

Rumor  has  it  that  a  new  building  is  in 
the  offing  sometime  in  the  futix^,  but  as 
with  all  rumors,  only  time  will  tell. 
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Adams  Street 

Mrs.  Bridie  Stotz,  Young  Adults 
Librarian,  received  many  lovely  valen- 
tines from  her  teen-agers.    Among  them 
was  a  mysterious  box  which,  when  opened, 
contained  a  note  reading:    "Mrs.  Stote, 
will  you  please  take  care  of  my  son, 
Clarence,  since  I  can  no  longer  care  for 
him.    I  know  you  will  be  good  to  him." 
Inside  the  box  was  a  live  turtle,  com- 
plete with  turtle  food  and  infant-care 
instructions . 

Mrs.  Stotz 's  nephew  is  taking  care  of 
Clarence. 
West  End 

An  elderly  man  approached  the  desk  the 
other  day  to  request  a  copy  of  Weston's 
BOSTON  WAYS,    Pointing  to  the  Taneuil 
Hall  grasshopper  pictured  on  the  cover, 
he  grinned  proudly  and  said,  "My  name's 
in  this  book— I  repaired  that  weathervane 
sixty  years  agol" 

A  salute  to  a  member  of  BPL's  extra- 
service,  John  Phinney.    Mr.  Phinney  is 
currently  studying  for  his  M.A.  in 
library  science  at  Simmons  College.  The 
paper  which  he  completed  for  the  course, 
"Public  Library  as  an  Institution",  a  70 
page  survey  of  the  South  Boston  Communi- 
ty in  which  he  lives,  received  a  top 
grade  and  was  termed  "a  monumental  piece 
of  work".    Congratulations  and  best 
wishes . 

FANNY  GOLDSTEIN 


happy  books?" 


QM  COUNTS 

BPL  AND  THE  BOSTON  CO^flJNlTY  ! 

At  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  back- 
page editorializing,  QM  herewith  launches  I 
a  series  of  columns  delving  into  our  col-  . 
lective  and  individual  responsibility  to  I 
the  Boston  community.    Bostonians  who 
think  they  still  sit  in  the  seat  of  cul-  j 
ture  have  not  travelled  West  and  observed  ' 
the  vitality  with  which  cities  and  smaller 
communities  there  are  attacking  the  prob- 
lem of  their  lack  of  historic  culture.  If 
■we  chuckle  at  their  attempts  to  build  some- 
thing with  which  we  were  born,  we  might 
also  rise  and  peer  at  the  rotting  chair 
upon  which  we  sit,  and  remember  that  any  j 
dear  thing  must  be  cared  for,  nurtured,  j 
and  occasionally  revitalized  if  it  is  to 
endure . 

Boston,  we  fear,  is  a  bit  behind  in 
techniques  for  coordinating  its  educa- 
tional facilities.    Granted  it  is  not  easy 
in  a  city  of  this  size,  but  size  might  be 
turned  to  advantage  when  considered  from 
the  viewpoint  of  educational  strength. 
The  Boston  area  has  so  many  educational 
institutions  of  learning  that  a  combined 
voice  could  be  almost  overwhelming.    We  do 
not  know  all  of  the  factors  preventing  thi£ 
type  of  cooperation,  though  we  assume  they j 
exist  or  the  many  leading  intellects  resi-i 
dent  here  would  surely  have  spun  a  stronger^ 
web  of  influence  before. 

This  however  is  top  level  speculation,  J 
and  since  we  are  not  top  level,  it  behooveq 
us  to  drop  a  peg  or  two— at  least  until  we  j 
have  dealt  fairly  with  our  own  duties.  If  j 
we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  our  in- 
stitution's support  of  the  educational 
attempts  made  by  other  organizations,  sure-j- 
ly  we  as  individuals  are  enormously  obli-  j 
gated  to  help. 

One  of  the  ways  open  to  us  is  to  write 
letters  supporting  the  measures  we  approve, 
criticizing  the  moves  we  oppose.    Yet  how 
many  of  us  wrote  letters  last  summer  to 
protest  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing 
for  another  legal  organ  of  censorship? 
Are  we  not  culpable,  then,  if  we  conse- 
quently find  a  more  difficult  battle  to 
fight  for  "freedom  to  read" — caused  by  who 
knows  what  suddenly  controversial  issue? 
How  many  of  us  are  writing  now  to  support 
the  bills  for  library  aid?    And  how  many 
of  us  are  making  ourselves  heard  in  order 
to  pressure  the  mass  media  into  giving  us 
what  we  want? 


With  these  generalizations  and  ques- 
tions in  mind,  QM  begins  the  series  by 
considering  one  aspect  of  our  relation 
with  TV. 

If  there  ever  was  an  organization 
worthy  of  our  support  it  is  Channel  2 — 
the  educational,  non-commercial  TV  sta- 
tion in  Cambridge.    It  is  the  envy  of 
other  communities  all  around  the  coun- 
try.   In  addition  to  its  constant  battle 
for  self  support,  its  determined  efforts 
to  improve  programming  on  an  almost  non- 
existant  budget,  it  has  taken  on  a  load 
of  network  public  affairs  programming 
dropped  by  the  other  three  channels. 
This  extra  load  takes  them  beyond  their 
regular  schedule  of  broadcast  time,  and 
is  a  definite  gift  of  service  to  the 
Boston  community. 

There  are  two  things  we  can  do  to  sup- 
port Channel  2,  and  alleviate  its  bur- 
dens.   The  first  is  to  offer  financial 
support  .  .  .  the  smallest  donations  are 
received  with  gratitude.    The  second  is 
to  deluge  producers  and  sponsors  of  the 
best  network  shows  with  letters  of 
praise  and  support,  urging  them  to  pres- 
sure the  commercial  channels  until  they 
reschedule  the  valuable  programs. 

We  have  heard  people  pooh-pooh  the 
value  of  letter  -writing  in  this  regard, 
but  we  have  also  heard  from  three  most 
reliable  sources  the  true  situation, 
which  is  that  every  letter  is  carefully 
read  and  considered  on  the  yardstick  of 
public  reaction.    Newspaper  and  magazine 
critics  are  making  their  pleas  more  fre- 
quently for  written  support  of  worthy 
programming.    In  San  Francisco  last  sum- 
mer, the  producer  of  Hall  Mark  Playhouse 
regarded  her  audience  of  librarians  with 
bewilderment  when  she  learned  how  little 
we  knew  of  the  power  of  organizational 
and  individual  opinion  in  the  TV  medium. 
We  know  a  production  assistant  on  the 
staff  of  Saudek  Associates,  producers  of 
Omnibus.    She  assured  us  of  the  impor- 
tance placed  on  mail  reaction  to  their 
productions.    And  she  repeated  the  now 
familiar  plea  for  more  letters  of  ap- 
proval and  criticism  from  those  of  us 
who  have  close  ties  with  the  world  of 
culture  and  education.    Be  assured  that 
producers  and  sponsors  do  receive  count- 
less letters  from  the  cranks  and  the  be- 
littlers.    Shouldn't  we  try  to  even  the 
score  a  bit  if  we  expect  TV  to  fulfill 
finest  potentials? 
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There  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  public 
information  and  cultural  use  as  well  as 
commercial  entertaining.    As  librarians  we 
have  seen  the  public  reaction  to  adult 
classrooms  introduced  on  TV  here,  even 
when  the  program  time  is  the  painful  hour 
of  6:1^  a.m.    Recently  published  articles 
have  taken  note  of  the  tremendous  effect 
and  an  author's  appearance  on  TV  on  the 
sale  of  his  book.    Libraries  around  the 
country  are  watching  the  effect  of  this 
broadcast  medium  on  the  circulation  of 
both  adult  and  children's  literature  and 
are  intrigued  by  the  new  life  given  old 
novels  treated  dramatically  on  network 
shows • 

BPL  has  already  made  use  of  TV  in  both 
fields ,  and  is  currently  carrying  a 
children's  program  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Beryl  Robinson  on  WGBH-TV ,  Channel  2.  QM 
predicts  a  much  greater  participation  in 
the  future ,  providing  we  can  make  our 
needs  felt  by  the  producers  and  sponsors 
who  must  take  their  cue  from  public  re- 
action.   So    as  a  New  Yorker  critic  put 
it,  write  those  letters  now    lest  Leonard 
Bernstein  and  the  whole  New  York  Philhar- 
monic vanish  before  your  very  eyes. 

Dear  Readers : 

QM  apologizes  for  the  tardiness  of  this 
issue,  claiming  refuge  in  circumstances 
beyond  our  control.    As  our  typist  sailed 
off  toward  sunnier  climes,  a  double  deluge 
of  weather  and  material  snowed  us  under. 
But  for  the  rescue  team  of  the  Office  of 
Records,  Files,  Statistics,  we  would  still 
be  shoveling. 

Thanks  for  your  indulgence. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
BPL  IN  CANADIAN  THESIS 

A  recent  visitor  from  Canada  was  Mrs. 
Juliette  Chabot,  Assistant  Head  Librarian, 
Montreal  Public  Library.    Mrs.  Chabot  is 
working  for  a  Master's  degree  in  Library 
Science  at  McGill  University.    Doing  re- 
search for  her  thesis  on  public  libraries, 
she  visited  the  BPL,  the  only  public  li- 
brary outside  Canada  to  be  included  in  her 
study. 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


THE  ARGUMENT 

I  hear  there  is  hot  quarrel 
Between  'so-called'  non  and  pro, 
Between  the  one  who's  untrained 
And  skilled  mas ter-in-the -know. 

Old  pro  has  seen  the  answers, 
Young  non  just  doesn't  fit; 

Old  pro  works  on  expertly, 
Young  non  quite  mangles  it. 

But  without  a  bit  of  non, 
Smoothie  Pro  may  spoil  his  best; 
And  with  a  small  touch  of  pro, 
Roughie  Non  may  pass  hard  test. 

It  may  sound  plain  and  simple 
To  tell  to  pro  and  non: — 

But  both  need  one  another, 
Both  perish  by  a  con. 


i 

• 


ANONYf'SDUS 
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Editor : 

I  was  disappointed  at  the  lack  of  com- 
ment in  the  February  Soap  Box.    It  is 
true  that  bo  many  things  have  happened  in 
such  a  brief  time  that  many  people  are 
uncertain  as  to  what  their  reactions  are 
or  should  be.    But  I  do  know  that  many 
have  very  decided  opinions  on  personnel 
principles,  salary  schedules,  job  classi- 
fication and  other  important  matters. 
Unfortunately,  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
ranging  from  congenital  shyness  to  sticky 
typewriter  keys,  they  have  hesitated  to 
express  these  ideas  in  print. 

My  contention  is  that  such  diffidence 
is  a  luxury  we  can  no  longer  afford.  Let 
me  indicate  at  this  point  that  I  agree 
with  the  Editor  of  the  Q.M. ,  in  principle, 
that  we  restrict  our  utterances  to  con- 
structive criticism  as  far  as  possible. 
The  attitude  of  "let's  all  throw  rocks  St 
the  administration"  only  engenders  a  large 
amount  of  ill  will  and  renders  the  library 
a  disservice.    I  am  concerned  primarily 
with  the  failure  of  those  who  have  intel- 
ligent and  reasonable  observations,  based 
on  years  of  conscientious  service,  to 
utilize  this  medium  for  expressing  them. 

In  the  years  before  Senator  Estes 
Kefauver  started  chasing  that  coonskin 
cap  down  the  dusty  trail  to  the  White 
House  he  wrote  a  book  on  political  sci- 
ence and  one  of  the  points  he  made  was 
that  an  elected  official  will  always  give 
an  audience  to  any  mail  received  from  a 
sincere  constituent,  and  that  action  can 
oftentimes  be  initiated  in  this  fashion. 
This  same  principle  can  be  applied  to  our 
own  institution. 

To  the  cynics  who  feel  that  this  is  a 
waste  of  time,  I  can  only  argue  that  we 
are  short-changing  ourselves  if  we  do  not 
make  our  views  known.    One  letter  in  the 
Soap-Box  isn't  going  to  solve  our  prob- 
lems, but  it  could  conceivably  start  a 
chain  reaction  that  will  put  us  on  the 
right  path. 


9  March  1959 

Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 

Publications  Committee 

Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 

Dear  Mrs.  Peltier: 

Congratulations  to  you  and  your  asso- 
ciates on  the  Publications  Committee  I 
In  writing  style  the  February  issue  of 
The  Question  Mark  is  fresh,  vigorous, 
and  imaginative.    The  newly  framed  set 
of  aims  and  principles  of  editorial 
policy  is  an  admirable  statement,  and 
one  senses  an  affirmative  and  hopeful 
feeling  and  attitude  throughout. 

It  looks  as  if  our  Question  Mark  will 
indeed  become  a  strong  force  for  a  more 
united  staff  association,  and  for  a 
more  vital  and  progressive  B.P.L.l 

Sincerely, 

FRANCIS  X.  M3L0NEY 
Assistant  Director 

Dear  Editor: 

There  used  to  be  a  song  in  my  youth 
which  included  this  line — or  it  might 
even  have  been  the  title— "hat 's  worth 
while  having  is  worthwhile  waiting  for." 
I  believe  that  this  issue  of  the  QM  is 
worthwhile  having  and  I'm  sure  no  one  is 
going  to  mind  having  waited  $  days  be- 
yond publication  date  (three  of  which 
were  offset  by  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  a 
holiday)  to  see  it  "on  the  news  stands". 
Congratulations  on  your  very  auspicious 
beginning  as  Editor.    More  power  to  you — 
and  may  all  the  staff  contribute  to  your 
success  by  keeping  material  flowing  to 
you  in  a  long,  steady  stream. 

SARAH  M.  USHER 


VILLIAM  T.  CASEY 


P* 


Boston  Public  Library 
NATIONAL  LIBRARY  WEEK 


April  12  to  18,  1959 


Steering  Committee 


John  M.  Carroll,  Chairman 
Ada  A.  Andelman 
Marjorie  G.  Bouquet 
John  J.  Connolly 
Elizabeth  M.  Gordon 
Virginia  Haviland 
Richard  G.  Hensley 
Bradford  M.  Hill 
Muriel  C.  Javelin 
Grace  B.  Loughlin 
Thomas  J.  Manning 
M.  Jane  Manthoane 
Louisa  S.  Metcalf 
Francis  X.  Moloney 
Edna  G.  Peck 
Euclid  Peltier 
Helen  Sevagian 
Pauline  Winnick 

Adult  Programming  in  Central  Liorary  B"i  ]  Hi  ng 

Ada  A.  Andelman,  Chairman 
Charles  J.  Gillis 
Bradford  M.  Hill 

Helen  Hirson  (Program  Planners  Institute) 
Muriel  C.  Javelin 
Grace  B.  Loughlin  (Reading  Groups) 
Francis  X.  Moloney 

Adult  Activities  in  Individual  Branch  Libraries  or  Departments 

Ada  A.  Andelman 
Muriel  C.  Javelin 
Louisa  S.  Metcalf 

Branch  librarian  or  Chief  of  Department 
Adult  Librarian  or  Staff  Member 

Yooag  Adult  Activities  in  Individual  Branch  Libraries  or  Departments 

Ada  A.  Andelman 
M.  Jane  Manthorne 
Pauline  Winnick 

Branch  Librarian  or  Chief  of  Department 
Young  Adult  Librarian  or  Staff  Member 


Children's  Activities  in  Individual  Branch  libraries  or  Departments 

Ada  A.  Andelman 
Elizabeth  M.  Gordon 
Virginia  Haviland 

Branch  Librarian  or  Chief  of  Department 
Children's  Librarian  or  Staff  Member 

Ejdiibits  in  Central  Library  Bin  irHnff 

Thomas  J.  Manning,  Chairman 

Mary  Daly 

Rita  Desaulniers 

Daniel  J.  Koury 

Rosalie  Lang 

Jeremiah  F.  Long 

M.  Jane  Manthorne 

Louisa  S.  Met calf 

Louis  Rains 

George  Scully 

Dorothy  P.  Shaw 

Pauline  Winnick 

Publicity 

Helen  Sevagian,  Chairman 
Mar jorie  Bouquet 
Shirley  Gildea 
Bridget  Lewis 
Francis  X.  Moloney 
Karl  Nyren 
Euclid  Peltier 
Sarah  M.  Usher 
Gladys  White 

Hospitality  (Tours) 

Marjorie  G.  Bouquet,  Chairman 

Frank  Bruno 

Mary  Farrell 

Charles  J.  Gillis 

Alice  Hackett 

Grace  B.  Loughlin 

Harriet  Mulloy 

Special  Reading  Lists 

Edna  G.  Peck,  Chairman 

Membership  to  be  formed  as  needs  become  defined. 
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Department  of  minor  ironies :    City  of  Boston  hails  National  Library  Week — fetes  BPL 
with  enormous  budget  slashl 

Barely  a  month  ago  a  confident  BPL  started  preparations  for  National  Library  Week, 
having  survived  the  threat  of  a  personnel  cut.    We  were  pleased  with  the  support  the 
local  papers  offered  when  service  cuts  were  thought  necessary.    Now  a  brief  four 
weeks  later,  another  grave  blow  to  the  budget  has  cancelled  out  all  printing,  and 
reduced  book  purchases  to  a  token  amount.    We  discovered  one  young  adult  unit  which 
had  three  ($3.00)  per  week  to  spend.    We  didn't  look  for  a  smaller  figure  for  fear  we 
would  find  it. 

Whereas  the  headline  last  month  came  as  some  surprise,  the  lack  of  publicity  now 
causes  us  to  wonder  if  we  weren't  dreaming.    For  through  National  Library  Week — recog- 
nized by  periodicals  and  newspapers  throughout  the  Country,  celebrated  by  public 
figures  of  distinction  in  many  fields — scarcely  a  word  could  be  found  in  the  Boston 
newspapers.    Unaccustomed  as  we  were,  we  poured  laboriously  through  every  column  of 
three  Sunday  issues,  and  found  two  very  small  paragraphs,  both  in  the  HERALD.  The 
weekday  issues  produced  little  more,  and  neglected  the  budget  crisis  entirely. 

Who  is  to  blame?   We  would  like  nothing  better  than  to  point  the  finger  of  shame  at 
the  recalcitrant  press.    Indeed,  we  find  the  editors  remiss  for  failing  to  be  as  in- 
dignant over  the  deprivation  of  funds  for  the  Library's  contents,  our  raison  d'etre, 
as  they  were  over  the  withholding  of  funds  for  staffing  the  physical  premises. 

It  is  natural,  however,  for  physical  appearances  to  be  more  sensational  news  mate- 
rial, and  we  might  suggest  that  it  is  our  duty  to  make  our  materials  important  to  the 
community  and  the  press.    We  as  librarians  can  give  meaning  to  the  value  of  the 
Library's  contents  through  high  calibre  service,  but  who  will  carry  the  needs  to  the 
officials  and  press  who  infrequently  use  our  resources? 

We  have  often  thought  that  our  Director  and  five  assistant  directors  should  leave 
the  ivory  tower  now  and  again,  and  give  freely  of  their  own  time  to  the  Boston  Commu- 
nity.   In  smaller  communities,  librarians  often  rank  with  businessmen,  politicians 
and  teachers,  as  community  leaders.    Boston  may  be  too  big  for  that,  but  we  have  in 
our  midst  lesser  titled  employees  who  are  making  a  mark  in  the  community  service  1 
Right  or  wrong,  it  is  a  fact  that  one  who  gives  is  more  likely  to  receive.    The  kind 
of  public  relations  which  brings  forth  community  support  and  taxpayers'  money  is  not 
the  kind  which  can  be  carried  on  strictly  from  a  publicity  office.    Nor  can  we  expect 
year  round  support  from  one  or  two  publicity  campaigns  which  stress  the  wealth  of  our 
holdings  rather  than  the  nature  of  our  needs. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
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PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

April,  as  we  all  know,  is  budget  time  for 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  from  what  we  have 
heard  of  the  sad  state  of  the  book  budget, 
many  of  us  may  have  been  wondering  if  our 
anniversary  increases  too  may  have  been 
affected.    We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
this  is  not  so — our  increases  should  be 
forthcoming  as  planned.    We  expect  that 
they  will  be  paid  individually  in  the  month 
following  a  person's  anniversary  date,  and 
that  those  which  are  already  due  will  be 
retreactive.    As  you  may  know,  the  Execu- 
tive Board  went  on  record  as  being  in  favor 
of  individual  anniversary  dates  provided 
that  no  junior  in  any  grade  would  receive 
more  compensation  than  his  seniors  in  the 
same  grade. 

Since  that  time  your  president  and  Execu- 
tive Board  have  had  further  conversation 
on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Gaines.    Many  ad- 
vantages of  individual  dates  for  annual  in- 
creases were  pointed  out,  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  he  recognized  certain  inequali- 
ties in  the  pay  scale  which  need  ironing 
out.    However,  whether  we  all  receive  our 
annual  increments  on  July  first  or  on  sep- 
arate dates  will  not  materially  affect  the 
inequalities.    In  short  there  are  some  in 
either  system.    With  this  in  mind,  the 
Board  indicated  its  willingness  to  have 
these  inequalities  considered  as  a  separate 
problem  from  that  of  the  date  when  increases 
should  be  paid.    It  is  agreed  that  the  way 
to  abolish  the  inequalities  is  for  each  one 
of  us  to  be  in  his  proper  position  on  the 
;  new  grid.    To  do  so  immediately  would  cost 
more  money  than  it  would  be  possible  to 
raise.    However,  the  Assistant  Director  ex- 
1  pects  and  hopes,  although  no  firm  promise 
I  is  made,  to  be  able  to  make  an  additional 
start  towards  putting  each  one  of  us  on  our 
proper  salary  scale.    He  also  feels  that  by 
paying  our  increases  individually  this  may 
!  be  somewhat  easier  to  accomplish. 

The  reception  on  Sunday,  April  12,  for 
the  jriends  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
was  quite  a  successful  and  well  attended 
affair.    Everyone  enjoyed    "Starring  the 
Editors*  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Canham, 
President  of  our  Board  of  Trustees,  as  well 
as  the  refreshments  and  conversation  which 
;  followed  in  the  Wiggin  Gallery.    Your  pres- 
ii  ident  had  the  honor  of  representing  the 
ji  Association  in  the  receiving  line  and  is 
happy  to  report  that  many  people  took  the 
opportunity  of  thanking  her  for  the  fine 
I  reception  the  Association  had  sponsored 
I  and  of  congratulating  us  on  the  staff's 
interest  and  cooperation. 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 


ACTIVITIES  UNLIMITED 

In  March,  QM  introduced  a  series  de- 
signed to  show  how  BPL  employees  are  dis- 
proving the  ivory  tower  librarian  stereo- 
type, how  they  are  contributing  to  their 
individual  development  and  to  the  cultur- 
al community  by  finding  additional  out- 
lets for  their  talents  outside  the  Li- 
brary.   We  continue  the  series  with 
three  more  teaching  librarians. 

Louis  Ugalde  is  one  of  our  most  as- 
tounding assets.    Several  years  in  the 
rarified  atmosphere  of  the  Rare  Book  De- 
partment has  neither  hushed  nor  flattened 
his  bubbling  wit.    A  strong  candidate 
for  the  best  teller  of  tales,  Louis  is 
also  well  known  for  his  prowess  with  the 
violin,  and  his  unstinting  contributions 
of  time  and  talent  to  institutional  and 
staff  affairs.    He  is  a  wise  choice  for 
Association  treasurer  if  he  can  add  dol- 
lars and  cents  to  the  treasury  as  easily 
as  he  seems  to  add  hours  to  the  day.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Tufts  faculty  where 
he  teaches  two  courses  in  Spanish  and  is 
registered  with  Harvard  for  the  upcoming 
completion  of  his  doctorate  thesis  in 
Romance  languages  and  literatures,  spe- 
cifically Spanish  literature. 

Virginia  Haviland  is  another  librarian 
who  refuses  to  recognize  the  limits  of  a 
2l|  hour  day.    The  sign  on  her  office  in 
the  Children's  Room  spells  out  Readers 
Advisor  for  Children,  but  the  atmosphere 
inside  is  one  of  highly  productive  adult 
activity.    Among  her  several  positions 
is  that  of  Associate  Editor  and  book 
reviewer  for  the  Horn  Book.    The  BPL  is 
indeed  fortunate  to  have  on  its  staff 
such  an  internationally  known  and  pub- 
lished authority  on  Children's  Litera- 
ture.   Miss  Haviland,  Chairman  of  the 
Children's  Services  Subcommittee  of  the 
ALA  International  Relations  Committee, 
will  represent  the  USA  at  the  I FLA  spon- 
sored meeting  of  Childrens  Librarians  to 
be  held  at  the  Hague  this  May.    Yet  she 
is  just  a3  gracious  to  those  of  us  who 
seek  advice  for  the  choice  of  a  Christ- 
mas book  for  a  ten-year-old  nephew  as 
she  is  in  her  many  activities  in  the 
professional  field.    In  addition,  Miss 
Haviland  teaches  at  Simmons  College 
School  of  Library  Science  under  the 
title  of  Lecturer  in  Library  Services 
to  children. 

Relatively  new  to  the  field  of  teach- 
ing is  Ed  Peltier,  Chief  of  Audio-Visual. 
For  that  matter,  his  field  is  a  rela- 
tively new  one  if  compared  to  language 
or  literature.    Ed  is  soon  to  begin  his 
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third  course  at  the  YWCA,  lecturing  on  the 
history  and  the  art  of  the  film.  There 
has  been  such  an  enthusiastic  response  to 
these  new  courses  that  the  Y  has  agreed  to 
sponsor  next  fall  an  extiting  new  course 
on  the  silent  film,  using  movies  from  the 
matchless  collection  of  The  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  in  New  York.    Ed's  interest  and 
enthusiasm  for  films  and  Theatre  dates 
back  to  his  childhood,  but  his  memory  of 
film  data  goes  back  to  the  beginnings  of 
the  industry. 

Ed's  devotion  to  the  film  may  have  begun 
with  its  entertainment  aspects,  but  he 
exhibits  the  same  enthusiasm  toward  the 
educational  film.    His  aim  is  to  build  a 
quality  collection  which  users  can  be  en- 
couraged to  employ  together  with  books  and 
other  teaching  tools  for  the  greatest  edu- 
cational effectiveness. 

PROGRESS  REPORT 

Massachusetts  SORT  Meeting 

The  special  committee  working  on  a  Staff 
Organization  Round  fable  Meeting,  to  be 
held  at  the  Spring  Program  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Library  Association,  feel  that 
they  have  made  some  fine  progress.  They 
announce  with  pride  that  one  of  the  two 
speakers  on  that  program  will  be  Ervin  J. 
Gaines,  our  new  Assistant  Director  (for 
Personnel).    At  a  meeting  of  our  SORT  Com- 
mittee, with  committees  from  the  Worcester 
Free  Public  Library  Staff  Association  and 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Staff  Association,  Mr.  Gaines  was  the 
unanimous  choice  as  an  ideal  person  to 
discuss  staff  associations  from  the  admin- 
istrative viewpoint.    We  hope  that  he  will 
draw  freely  upon  his  previous  experience 
outside  of  the  library  world  for  the  light 
which  they  may  shed  upon  library  staff 
association  problems  and  activities. 

It  has  been  announced  that  the  spring 
Massachusetts  Library  Association  meeting 
will  be  held  in  Lenox  on  June  11  and  12, 
As  yet,  we  do  not  know  which  day  will  be 
allotted  to  the  SORT  program.    The  commit- 
tee is  also  seeking  a  second  speaker,  one 
to  present  the  staff  members  "vested  in- 
terests" in  staff  associations.    Has  any- 
one any  suggestions? 

B.  GERTRUDE  WADE 
Codman  Square 


"GETTING-TO -KNOW- YOU"  PARTY 

The  BPLSA  " Getting -to-know-you"  party 
was  held  on  April  3  in  the  lecture  hall 
with  refreshments  served  in  the  adjoining 
Elliott  Room,    As  is  generally  understood, 
this  is  the  occasion  during  which  the  new 
officers  under-go  the  strain  of  "The  Line- 
up" I    Unlike  most  official  "Line-ups",  all 
tl  se  presented  here  for  scrutiny  proved 
to  be  wanted.    "Cupie"  Ugalde  was  general- 
ly accepted  as  the  cutest  suspect,  despite 
very  real  competition. 

Mrs •  Helen  Hirson,  who  has  resigned  from 
the  Library  service  to  our  regret,  deserves 
very  special  praise  for  her  organizational 
ability  in  arranging  and  conducting  the 
affair,  and  her  loyalty  to  us  in  returning 
for  the  event.    The  evening's  entertainment 
centered  around  the  solving  of  certain  puz- 
zles, one  of  which  involved  the  identifi- 
cation of  baby-pictures  of  some  well-known 
staff  members.    Edna  Peck  was  heard  to  com- 
ment to  a  fellow-target:    "We  were  cer- 
tainly cute  kids ,  but  whatever  happened  to 
us?"    We  feel  she  has  no  need  to  worry. 
Kay  MacDonald  was  the  most  easily  identi- 
fiable.   Except  for  a  few  added  years, 
there  has  been  no  perceptible  change.  In 
a  second  game  the  portrait  of  each  officer 
was  cut  horizontally  into  three  parts ,  and 
the  pieces  scrambled  into  nine  different 
faces.    The  problem  was  to  identify  and 
regroup  the  pieces  to  form  the  natural 
face. 

A  hit  of  the  evening  was  the  recital  of 
reports  issued  through  the  years  on  the 
reprehensible  activities  of  the  Chowder, 
Chatter  and  Marching  Society  under  the  re- 
grettable leadership  of  its  wildest  char- 
acters.   Appropriately,  this  revival  of 
the  not-so-dead  past  was  conducted  by  that 
group1 s  perennial  president,  that  resplen- 
dent picture  of  sartorial  elegance,  the 
Beau  Bruramel  of  the  BPL,  Louis  Rains.  In 
his  usual  slanderous  manner,  he  introduced 
his  associates  as  "the  well-known  Shake- 
spearian plagiarist  whose  hair-line  receded 
with  the  glaciers,  the  Jack  Benny  of  the 
C.C.M.S.,  Sir  Cedric  Ugalde",  and  "the 
pride  of  the  Morrel  Packing  Company,  that 
sugar-cured  ham,  Sir  Lawrence  Peltier I" 

Preceding  the  main  party  at  the  Library, 
Sarah  Usher  once  more  proved  herself  a 
most  charming  hostess.    She  conducted  a 
dinner  at  the  Town  House  which  was  attended 
by  forty-eight  members  of  the  Staff  Associ- 
ation.   No  one  who  was  present  could  have 
failed  to  be  in  a  perfect  mood  for  a  full 
evening *s  enjoyment. 
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HEARTY  THANKS 


National  Library  Week — in  Retrospect 

Fixed  smiles ,  pale  cheeks ,  worried 
frowns,  hurrying  feet,  pink,  green,  yellow 
and  blue  fliers,  press  releases,  repeated 
slogans  ,  American  flags  ,  radio  scripts  , 
billboards,  books,  speakers,  films,  dis- 
plays, bouquets  of  spring  flowers,  tense 
committees  huddled  around  the  TV  set,  time 
donated,  time  owed,  time  lost,  no  time  for 
virus — was  this  National  Library  Week? 

Or  this-? 

A  cordial  welcome  from  Milton  E.  Lord, 
Director,  greeted  an  audience  of  more  than 
three  hundred,  most  of  them  friends  of  the 
Library,  at  the  open  house  kickoff  for 
National  Library  Week.    Following  Mr. 
Lord's  remarks,  Virginia  H.  i 'a thews 
conveyed  a  message  of  greeting  from  the 
National  Committee.    The  remainder  of  the 
program  was  devoted  to  "Starring  the  Edi- 
tors" ,  an  off-the-air  session  preceding 
the  regular  Sunday  TV  broadcast.  Messrs. 
Canham,  Holland,  Brickman  and  Minot  pro- 
vided an  hour  of  provocative  discussion  on 
subjects  ranging  from  state  taxes  to  the 
Dali  Llama. 

Following  the  Editors  program,  the  staff 
hosted  a  reception  in  the  Wiggin  Gallery, 
graciously  serving  refreshments  to  hun- 
dreds of  appreciative  guests.    Officers  of 
the  library  and  the  Association  circulated 
among  the  visitors,  meeting  and  talking 
with  them%  while  faint  strains  of  back- 
ground music  drifted  down  from  the  gallery 
walk.    The  entire  afternoon  was  a  success- 
ful product  of  smooth  organization. 

There  is  neither  time  nor  space  to  re- 
cord the  outcome  of  all  the  programs  in 
Branches  and  Central.    Suffice  it  to  say 
that  many  weary  librarians  doffed  their 
flat  shoes,  wrinkled  shirts  and  harried 
expressions,  replaced  them  with  high  heels 
fresh  collars,  smooth  coifs  and  bright 
smiles  of  welcome  to  offer  the  BPL's  best 
some  sixty-odd  times  to  a  generally  recep- 
tive public. 

In  retrospect,  National  Library  Week  was 
a  success,  however  it  wore  on  the  nerves, 
and  this  success  can  be  attributed  to 
nothing  less  than  the  industry  and  effort 
of  the  entire  staff,  some  to  a  greater 
degree,  but  all  involved. . .which  produced 
results  despite  the  handicaps  involved  in 
such  late-start  planning. 

(Editor's  Note;    Boston  is  honored  that 
Miss  Mathews,  Assistant  Director  of  WW, 
chose  to  attend  the  HFL»3  opening  ev&ut. 


It  has  been  most  gratifying  to  receive 
satisfaction  with  the  success  of  the  re- 
ception for  Friends  of  the  Library.  In 
turn,  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  people  who 
worked  so  well  and  so  willingly  for  the 
occasion:  the  Entertainment  Committee  of 
the  Staff  Association}  the  ushers, 
Cornelia  Harrington,  Kathleen  Hegarty, 
Mrs.  Mary  Sheehan,  and  Gilda  Rossetti; 
the  punch  servers,  Mildred  Adelson,  Nura 
Globus,  and  Linda  Iversj  Ed  Peltier,  who 
furnished  the  music j  Tom  Manning,  Mrs. 
Edna  Wollent,  Mrs.  Ada  Andelman,  and 
Rosalie  Lang,  for  invaluable  help  ren- 
dered; and  finally  a  very  special  thank- 
you  to  John  Mealey  of  Buildings  who  con- 
tributed so  much  by  his  friendly  and 
dependable  services. 

MARION  D.  MACWULIAM 

Dear  Mrs  Flannery : 

As  Chairman  of  the  Central  Library  Pro- 
gram Committee,  I  thank  you  and  the  Pro- 
fessional Staff  Association  for  your  gen- 
erosity and  cooperation  in  making  the  Re- 
ception to  Friends  of  the  Library  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  such  a  successful  one. 

The  flowers  were  beautiful,  the  refresh- 
ments delicious,  and  above  all,  the  hard 
working  committee,  efficient  and  most 
gracious. 

Many,  many  thanks. 

Sincerely  yours, 

ADA  A.  ANDELMAN 


A  special  note  of  thanks  is  due  the 
unsung  heroes  (or  heroines)  of  the  cleri- 
cal and  secretarial  staff  #10  tapped  out 
the  dozens  of  lists  and  fliers ,  to  the 
anonymous  creators  who  designed  them,  and 
to  Miss  Usher  and  her  staff  who  rolled 
them  out  in  the  nick  of  time  despite  the 
tremendous  pile -up  of  simultaneous  de- 
mand. 

DON'T  THROW  AWAY 
YOUR  OLD  MAGAZINES 

Mail  them  to  your  friends  abroad  or 
send  them  to 

U.S.  Book  Exchange,  Inc. 

1816  Half  Street,  S.W. 

Washington  U,  D.C. 
for  distribution  abroad  by  the  U.S.  In- 
formation Service. 
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SHARE  THE  RIDE 


A  South  Shore  Car  Pool  is  being  instituted  by  THE  QUESTION  MARK.  Any  Staff  member 
who  is  a  South  Shore  resident  willing  to  participate  is  requested  to  supply  the  fol- 
lowing information  to  THE  QUESTION  MARK  for  compilation; 

Name  Department  or  Branch  


Do  you  have  a  regular  work  schedule? 


City  in  which  you  reside? 


Do  you  own  a  car?  If  so,  how  many  non-drivers  can  you  accommodate? 


Which  route  do  you  take? 


Convenient  landmark  for  meeting  passengers 
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THE  LIBRARY'S  LOSS 

MARIE  T.  HASTIE 

Late  in  February,  it  was  necessary  for 
Marie  T.  Has  tie,  children's  worker  at 
Parker  Hill,  to  resign  after  23  years  of 
service  and  to  devote  full  time  to  recu- 
peration from  her  recurrent  illness.  She 
is  missed  greatly  by  the  children  of  Rox- 
bury  and  her  friends  and  associates  in  the 
library  and  school  systems.    Marie  is  a 
librarian  who  forgets  self  in  the  joy  of 
her  work,  an  artist  who  loves  beauty,  and 
a  perfectionist  who  freely  gives  of  her 
best.    High  on  the  list  of  her  many  de- 
voted services  was  the  CARE  committee  to 
which  she  gave  generously  of  her  time  and 
artistic  talent  for  seven  years.    We  hope 
that  this  period  of  enforced  rest  nay 
restore  her  to  health,  that  she  may  return 
again  to  the  Library,  strengthened  and 
active  and  well. 

ELIZABETH  M.  GORDON 
MRS  HELEN  HIRSON 

On  Wednesday  noon,  March  2£,  Mrs.  Helen 
Hirson,  Extension  Librarian,  Division  of 
H.  R.  and  C.  S.,was  the  guest  of  honor  at 
a  luncheon  held  at  Eddie  Davis'  Steak 
House.    The  many  library  friends  of  Helen 
Hirson,  who  came  from  the  branch  libraries 
and  from  the  Division  offices  and  many  de- 
partments of  the  Central  Library,  testi- 
fied to  the  esteem  with  which  she  is  held 
by  her  co-workers,    John  Carroll,  Chief 
Librarian  of  the  Division,  in  his  inimita- 
ble fashion  presented  Mrs.  Hirson  with  a 
gift  of  money. 

An  active  member  of  the  B.P.L.S.A.,  she 
will  be  remembered  for  the  imaginative 
party  to  the  1959-60  officers,  of  which 
she  was  the  chairman.    This  took  place  in 
April  after  her  official  leave-taking  from 
the  Library. 

There  are  many  things  which  might  be  said 
of  Helen's  career  at  the  library,  particu- 
larly of  the  nine  years  spent  in  the  Divi- 
sion Office.    That  she  was  a  loyal  and  ef- 
ficient staff  member  was  evidenced  again 
and  again.    There  are  two  facets  of  her 
work  which  perhaps  may  be  said  to  stand 
out  above  all  others.    The  first  is  her 
conviction  in  the  group  method,  coupled 
with  her  skill  as  a  discussion  leader,  and 
her  ability  and  imagination  in  planning 
programs.    The  second — her  faith  in  people 
and  her  belief  that  learning  can  and  should 
continue  throughout  life — endeared  her  to 


IN  MEMOR IAM 

MRS  MARY  PRINTER  KIMMET 

"Who  sweeps  a  room  as  for  thy  laws 
Makes  that  and  the  action  fine" • 

On  March  30,  Mrs.  Kimmet  died.  She 
came  to  Memorial  Branch  Library  in  1928 
to  do  her  bit  in  helping  to  keep  the 
Branch  neat  and  clean.    She  was  not  only 
a  hard  and  faithful  worker  but  down  the 
years  she  was  a  friend  to  the  librarians 
and  their  assistants.    Her  cheerful 
voice  with  its  delightful  Scottish  burr 
brightened  our  work  on  the  days  she  came 
to  us. 

All  who  knew  her  are  saddened  at  her 
passing.    We  will  remember  her  and  the 
many  extra  tasks  she  did  beyond  the 
regular  day's  work. 

MARGARET  McGOVERN 

Branch  Librarian,  Emeritus 

BRANCH  NOTES 

South  Boston 
March  2d,  1959 

Dear  Boss, 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  have  a  trained  midwife  on  the  staff? 

This  morning  I  opened  the  lav  for  a 
lady  who  entered  with  this  remark:  "Oh, 
I'm  exhausted!    I've  been  waiting  for 
this  baby  all  night I" 

Fortunately,  she  left  the  premises  be- 
fore the  child  arrived. 
West  End 

A  real  live  mushroom  expert  works  at 
our  branch.    Mary  Shea,  children's  as- 
sistant, has  let  it  be  known  that  she  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Boston  Mycologi- 
cal  Club.    The  last  horticultural  show 
saw  little  Mary  (no  larger  than  a  toad- 
stool herself)  helping  to  man  a  booth. 

There  are  more  to  mushrooms  than  just 
eating  them  and  Miss  Shea  tells  us  there 
are  thousands  of  varieties. 


tHe  members  of  the  Never  Too  Late  Group 
with  whom  she  worked  for  nine  years. 

Helen's  interest  in  her  library  job  was 
second  only  to  her  pride  in  her  son, 
Stanley — who  at  present  is  studying  in 
Europe — and  to  her  dentist  husband.  Her 
first  love  has  won  out  after  fourteen 

?ears  and  she  has  decided  to  give  full- 
ime  to  assisting  her  husband  in  his  work. 
!0ur  good  wishes  go  with  you.  Helen I 
We'll  miss  you!    Come  back  to  see  us  often. 

MURIEL  C.  JAVELIN 


PERSONNEL  NOTES  I 
  I 

New  Employees 

Mrs  Laura  J.  Bernard,  Washington  Village 
Dorothy  L.  Carrico,  Bookmobiles 
Mrs  Josephine  Frosty  Central  Charging 
Records 

Thomas  Glennon,  Kirstein  Business  Branch 
Dorothy  Hiebert,  Connolly- 
Marilyn  A .  Rose ,  East  Boston 
Richard  T.  Tittle ba urn,  Audio-Visual 
Charles  M.  Tyner,  Book  Stack  Service 

Re-entered 

Mrs  Lenore  C.  Marvit,  Memorial  (formerly 
of  Parker  Hill) 

Transferred 

Harold  A.  Brackett,  Open  Shelf  to  Office, 

Division  of  HR  and  CS 
William  C.  Conway,  Central  Charging  Records 

to  Open  Shelf 
Jerome  J.  McAndrew,  Book  Stack  Service  to 

Division  of  Library  Operations 
Lawrence  K.  Vezin,  Audio-Visual  to  Adams 

Street 

Resigned 

Mrs  Mary  M.  Burns,  Bookmobiles,  to  remain 
at  home 

Mrs  Helen  Hirson,  Office,  Division  of  HR 
and  CS,  to  remain  at  home 

Janice  Incrovato,  Cataloging  and  Classifi- 
cation, Division  of  R  and  RS,  to  accept 
another  position 

Alexander  T.  Soter,  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  to  accept  another  position 

Deborah  A.  Veinott,  General  Reference,  to 
be  married  and  moving  to  California 

Retired 

Florence  Bickford,  East  Boston 
Married 

Joan  M.  O'Leary,  Central  Book  Stock-School 
Issue  Section,  to  Gerard  S.  Shaw, 
April  U,  19  $9 

INTERESTED? 

Interested  in  the  letter  writing  project 
of  the  Presidents  People-to-People  Pro- 
gran?    The  address  is  as  follows: 

Letter  Writing  Committee 

People-to-People  Program 

i&  E.  65th  Street 

New  York  21,  N.Y. 


WHO'S  NEW 

There  are  two  new  faces  on  the  Bookmo- 
bile these  days. 

Mrs.  Harriette  James  is  a  native  Cali- 
fornian  and  a  graduate  of  Berkeley  High 
School.    Before  coming  to  Boston  she 
worked  part-time  for  a  chiropractor*  In 
her  spare  time,  Harriette  is  busy  with 
cooking,  sewing,  reading  and  outdoor 
sports. 

# 

Jeanne  Cushing's  home  town  is  Framing- 
ham  and  she  is  a  graduate  of  Colby  Junior 
College.    Painting,  skiing  and  horseback 
riding  are  her  favorite  pursuits. 

■* 

Geraldine  Biezart  is  a  new  assistant 
in  Central  Charging  Records.    She  hails 
from  Chicago  where  she  worked  in  two  TV 
shows  for  children.    In  Boston,  Geraldine 
is  attending  B.U.  and  planning  a  career 
in  TV  or  journalism.    Horseback  riding 
is  her  favorite  sport. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  17HIMSY 

Program  Swappers'  Column 

The  following  list,  compiled  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Program  Swappers  Institute, 
is  offered  as  a  convenience  to  branches 
and  departments  planning  future  programs. 

it- 
Will  swap  three  Slobovian  students  com- 
plete with  costumes  for  one  clergyman  who 
talks  jazz. 

# 

Will  trade  an  expert  on  the  economic 
stability  of  the  island  of  YAK  who  will 
talk  for  hours — for  one  beautiful,  charming 
model  who  will  speak  on  "pleasing  the  op- 
posite sex"  (doesn't  have  to  talk  long). 

■«■ 

"Raising  Mushrooms",  a  three  hour  lecture 
of  interest  to  all — will  trade  for  any- 
thing. 

Desperate 

An  illustrated  lecture — A  tour  of  in- 
teresting historical  garbage  dumps  in  and 
around  Boston,  with  slides  and  smells  by 
the  author  of  Early  Trash  Disposal  in 
Virginia. 

Are  you  planning  a  musical  evening?  An 
organ  grinder  complete  with  monkey  who 
will  work  for  peanuts. 

Trends  In  Progressive  Librarians hip 

"Why  didnTt  the  library  buy  LOLITA? 

•a- 

I  put  my  name  in  three  weeks  ago  for 
DR.  ZHIVAGO,  doesn't  the  library  have  more 
than  one  copy? 

We  simply  must  have  an  exhibit  to  honor 
National  Salami  Week. 

•«■ 

"Do  you  have  a  book  called  THE  WORLD  OF 
EVIL  AND  WAR?"  (WORLD  OF  EVELYN  WAUGH) 

Why  didn't  the  library  buy  PEYTON  PLACE? 

■a- 

Well  it  seems  very  funny  that  you  can 
always  get  the  books  you  don't  want  and 
never  the  ones  you  do  want. 

* 

We  simply  must  have  an  exhibit  to  honor 
National  Pickle  Week. 

*• 

A  five  cent  fine  I    Why  I  could  buy  the 
book  for  less  than  that  I 


# 

Borrower:  Why  isn't  the  Lenten  Reading 
out  on  the  front  desk? 

Librarian :  Because  there  is  a  special 
display  of  these  books  on  the  shelf  just 
ahead  of  you. 

Borrower :  I  doubt  that  that's  the  rea- 
son,  but  thank  you  very  much. 

I  still  think  you  put  my  request  at  the 
end  of  the  list  because  I  don  t  live  in 
Bos  ton. 

■* 

I  can't  get  down  to  your  branch,  so  can 
you  tell  me  what  time  the  Bookmobile  will 
be  at  Franklin  Field? 

it- 
How  far  down  on  the  list  is  my  name  for 
MINE  ENEMY  GROWS  OLDER? 

# 

Until  how  late  are  you  open  until? 

Suggestions 

A  number  of  "do-it-yourselfers"  would 
be  interested  in  purchasing  the  old  fur- 
niture which  is  discarded  from  time  to 
time  by  the  library.    QM  would  be  happy 
to  cooperate  in  any  way  if  such  a  sale 
could  be  arranged. 

Glass  case  exhibit  for  post-National 
Library  Week — Stuffed  librarian  in  his 
native  habitat.    Any  candidates? 

* 

Proposal:    That  hereafter  National  Li- 
brary Week,  preceded  by  National  Benze- 
drine Week  and  followed  by  National  Mill- 
town  Week,  be  celebrated  in  National 
Ulcer  Month. 


A.  L.  A.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

June  21-27,  1959 
Washington,  D.C. 

Your  ticket  of  admission? 


Membership  in  A.  L.  A. 


JOIN  NOW 

SEE:    Mildred  C.  O'Connor 
General  Reference 


See  you  in  Washington! 
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TELEVISION  AND  THE  LIBRARY 
  i 

During  National  Library  Week  the  BPL  was  j 
given  public  service  time  on  local  TV  sta-  j 
tions  to  present  programs  -which  would  be 
of  interest  to  viewers  throughout  the  area. 
Faced  with  this  challenge  committee  members 
put  their  heads  together  and  came  up  with  I 
several  programs,  which,  in  spite  of  flaws 
here  and  there,  were  surprisingly  good. 
However,  if  the  BPL  is  going  to  continue 
'getting  into  the  act1,  as  the  saying  goes, 
there  is  much  for  us,  as  librarians,  to 
learn. 

The  Adult  Education  TV  Institute  at  the 
ALA  Conference  in  San  Francisco  in  July, 
1958,  was  based  on  the  belief  that  the  in- 
telligent use  of  television  by  the  librar- 
ian has  larger  goals  than  the  immediate 
benefits  of  publicizing  and  promoting  the 
library  in  the  community;  that  it  can  add 
still  another  dimension  to  many  areas  of 
adult  education  programming;  and  thus  can 
enrich  the  library's  total  adult  educa- 
tional effort  in  the  community.    One  of 
the  objectives  of  the  Institute  was  to  en- 
courage librarians  to  use  TV. 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  the  background 
of  Television  in  Libraries  let  me  quote 
from  a  brochure  prepared  for  librarians  at 
the  San  Francisco  Institute: 

"With  some  notable  early  exceptions,  li- 
brary use  of  television  began  in  19k9  and 
has  made  strong  gains  each  succeeding  year. 
While  a  major  TV  objective  of  Libraries 
has  always  been  to  promote  the  intelligent 
use  of  books  and  library  services,  in  re- 
cent years  there  has  been  growing  emphasis 
on  the  use  of  TV  programming  as  a  means 
for  direct  extension  and  achievement  of 
educational  objectives  which  go  beyond 
those  of  publicity  and  general  public  re- 
lations. 

"To  date  most  library  TV  programs  have 
been  aired  by  commercial  stations  as  a 
public  service.    However,  where  education- 
al channels  have  been  established,  librar- 
ies have  usually  been  active  participants— 
for  example,  in  Detroit,  Cincinnati,  and 
Denver.    Most  characteristic  library  TV 
fare  offered  on  both  commercial  and  non- 
commercial stations  includes  the  children's 
story  hour  or  puppet  show;  book  talks; 
book-based  discussion  conducted  both  by 
teenage  and  adult  panels;  presentation  of 
less  familiar  library  resources;  and  com- 
munity information  programs. 

"The  usual  limitations  of  budget  and 
local  studio  facilities  have  meant  that 
most  TV  programs  aired  by  and  for  librar- 


ies must  employ  only  the  simplest  pro- 
duction techniques.    Facing  this  situa- 
tion many  libraries  have  elected  to  seek 
regular  mention  and/or  participation  on 
programs  produced  by  local  personalitieo 
rather  than  sponsor  and  produce  their 
own  shows.    A  few  larger  libraries  employ 
specialists  who  are  asked  to  assume  re- 
sponsibility for  coordination  of  all  TV 
efforts,  but  too  many  library  TV  programs 
are  still  poorly  supported,  unimaginative, 
and  inadequately  produced  because  they 
are  put  together  on  an  over -time  basis 
with  insufficient  and  unskilled  help. 

"Chief  stumbling  blocks  to  effective 
use  of  radio  and  TV  time  oy  public  li- 
braries have  been  the  lack  of  conviction 
that  such  efforts  truly  represent  ful- 
fillment of  professional  responsibilities 
and  the  fact  that  few  librarians  have  re- 
ceived training  or  practical  experience 
in  broadcasting." 

One  conclusion  reached  at  the  Institute 
was  that  "a  creative  program  is  much  bet- 
ter promotion  than  a  mere  promotion  pro- 
gram per  se".    This  idea  was  followed  by 
our  committee  in  preparing  the  Dateline 
Boston  Show.    When  WHDH-TV  agreed  to  let 
us  produce  the  complete  show  from  script 
to  screen,  we  decided  that  because  of 
time  limitations  the  show  should  be  sim- 
ple.   The  station  had  suggested  a  tie-in 
with  Opera  Week,  so  a  script  was  written 
by  Karl  Nyren  which  would  introduce  units 
of  the  BPL  which  offer  background  infor- 
mation on  music,  especially  opera.  This 
"thematic  use  of  materials"  was  only  one 
of  many  ways  in  which  the  program  could 
have  been  developed.    The  problem  is  how 
to  get  away  from  the  straight  interview 
or  panel  program  and  make  our  programs 
more  professional,  more  exciting. 

A  few  suggestions  for  those  who  will  be 
involved  in  future  TV  library  programs* 
(1)  Know  your  Television  resources ,  the 
3 tations,  the  staffs,  the  type  of  educa - 
tional  programs  presented  by  the  station, 
etc,  (2)  Know  Television  itself  by  read- 
ing and  borrowing  its  ideas.  Approxi- 
mately 150  articles  have  been  written 
since  19U9  concerning  library  use  of  tel- 
evision.   Books  on  television  and  on 
adult  education  include  references  to 
possible  library  roles  in  TV.    Of  special 
interest  are  those  articles  which  report 
university  TV  program  experiments.  Be- 
cause of  resources  available,  they  have 
gone  beyond  the  simple  book  talk  or  dis- 
cussion to  test  new  production  approaches 
and  techniques.  (3)  Get  Professional 


Assistance,    Engage  more  broadcasting  poo- 
"ple  directly  on  working  committees. 

Every  library  must  have  good  contact  with 
Television  personnel.    All  of  the  Televi- 
sion professionals  at  the  San  Francisco 
Institute  expressed  willingness  to  assist. 
They  need  us  as  much  as  we  need  them. 
Make  it  a  two-way  street  by  adapting  to 
their  needs. 

We're  gradually  getting  experience,  so 
let's  use  the  creative  people  we  have,  and 
next  time  we  are  called  upon  to  prepare  a 
television  or  radio  program  we  will  present 
something  of  which  we  can  really  be  proud. 
It  can  be  done  I 

EUCLID  J.  PELTIER 
Chief,  Audio-Visual 


BPL  AT  THE  GALLERY 

An  exhibition  of  paintings  by  Ella 
Munsterberg  was  held  at  the  Doll  and 
Richards  Gallery  on  Newbury  Street  from 
April  6  through  18. 

This  remarkable  one-man  show  held  spe- 
cial interest  for  BPLers  for  two  reasons. 
The  artist  is  the  sister  of  our  late 
Margaret  Munsterberg  who  spent  many  years 
on  the  staff  of  Rare  Book.    One  of  the 
39  paintings  was  a  portrait  of  Margaret, 
painted  in  1952,  a  touching  reminder  of 
that  strong  but  gentle  soul  and  brilliant 
intellect. 

A  canvas  listed  as  "The  Poet"  was  a 
portrait  of  Ruth  Winn,  North  End,  former- 
ly of  Open  Shelf.    This  painting  caught 
much  of  the  sprite -like  quality  so  evi- 
dent in  Ruth's  personality,  as  well  as  a 
hint  of  the  thoughtful  depths  of  ifhich 
her  friends  are  aware. 

CARE 

New  England  Committe  For  CARE 
175  Tremont  Street     Boston  11,  Mass. 
Tel.  Liberty  2-5387 


Thomas  D.  Cabot 
Chairman 

Louis  Lyons 

Publicity  Chairman 


Darcy  Wilson 
Director 


April  9,  1959 


Mr.  Walter  J.  Bluhm 

Boston  Public  Library  Staff 

Association 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Bluha: 

On  behalf  of  CARE,  I  should  like  to  thank 
you  and  the  members  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  Staff  Association  for  thc'r  ex- 
tremely kind  and  generous  contribution 
of  ^36.00. 

Our  New  York  office  will  forward  to  you 
shortly  a  formal  receipt  telling  you  how 
and  where  your  donation  has  been  used. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  the  kindness  of 
your  Library  Staff  Association  for  again 
helping  these  needy  people  in  the  over* 
seas  areas. 


Kind  regards, 


Sincerely, 

LEON  M.  BLUM 

Ass't.  N.  E.  Director 
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Dear  Editors 

While  it  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
read  in  the  March  Question  Mark  of  my 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  Commander  in  the 
Naval  Reserve,  I  fear  that  the  report  is 
in  error.    I  am  still  a  mere  lieutenant 
and  really  have  come  to  the  conclusion  thai 
that  is  my  perennial  rank.    Others  of  us 
women  are  in  the  same  position  so  I  must 
confess  to  good  company  and  almost  con- 
tentment with  my  lot.    Of  course  the 
Bureau  of  Naval  Personnel  may  read  the 
Question  Mark  and  take  steps  to  correct 
the  error.    Somehow,  however,  I  doubt  it. 

Thanks  just  the  same  for  the  compliment. 
Yours, 

SALLY  FLANNERY 

(Editor's  Note;    QM  regrets  the  error  but 
wishes  Lt.  Flannery  smooth  sailing 
anyway) 


TO  THE  EDITOR: 

Dear  Madam, 
I  wish  to  take  issue  with  the  Sage  of 
Bunker  Hill  over  one  point  in  his  letter 
to  last  month's  Soap  Box.  that  we 

restrict  our  utterances  to  constructive 
criticism  "  According  to  the  diction- 
ary, constructive  criticism  is  construc- 
tive suggestion.    On  this  point  I  can 
find  no  fault*    It  is  well  and  good  in 
principle  and  possibly  works  out  well  in 
those  places  were  workers  are  considered 
to  be  mature  and  adult.    It  is  a  policy 
or  perhaps  a  principle  that  points  out 
the  basic  dignity  of  man  which  in  turn 
puts  or  perhaps  endows  labor  with  a  sense 
of  dignity.    In  such  a  situation  a  worker 
has  pride  in  his  job  and  confidence  in 
his  superiors.    Do  you  recognize  this 
place,  Dear  William  or  is  it  the  Ultima 
Thule,  that  promised  land  or  is  it  that 
more  familiar  Land  of  Hope  and  Promise f 
the  BPL.    Wake  up, William,  the  only  ti*e 
the  powers  that  be  recognize  a  "construc- 
tive suggestion"  is  when  it's  planted  in 
their  heads  with  a  baseball  bat.  The 
average  worker  in  the  BPL  is  treated  like 
the  good  little  child,  seen  but  not  heard. 
After  all  father  knows  best  and  only  a 
naughty  little  brat  would  dare  to  correct 
father.    He's  always  right.    So  mother 
says. 

Also,  William,  I  think  you  were  verging 
on  heresy.    Griping  is  an  old  American 
custom  that  started  with  the  Boston  Tea 
Party  and  considering  the  march  on  the 
Charles  Street,  it  is  here  to  stay.  Be- 
sides I  like  to  throw  rocks.    It  relieves 
my  frustrations, enervates  my  id  and 
tickles  my  ego.    If  I  had  no  outlet  I'd 
either  seek  solace  in  the  bottle  or  beat 
my  wife  twice  a  week. 

Yours  in  Hope, 

GEOFFREY 

To  the  editor  of  the  Soap  Box: 
Dear  Editor, 

From  the  first  to  the  last  page  of  the 
March  issue  of  the  Question  Mark  we  are 
made  aware  of  the  mistrust  and  suspicion 
which  the  library  staff  reads  into  any 
announcement  of  new  administrative  poli- 
cies.   On  page  one  the  Publications  Com- 
mittee comments  on  the  recent  Statement 
of  Personnel  Principles  in  a  manner  that 
can  hardly  be  termed  enthusiastic.  Why 
is  it  that  a  i/vhole -hearted  endorsement 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests „ 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


I  cannot  be  <?iven  to  a  document  which  would  i 
ordinarily  be  considered  a  guarantee  of 
an  enlightened  personnel  policy—a  Bill 
of  Rights  assuring  fair,  indiscriminate 
treatment  for  all?    Similarly,  do  we  find 
a  feeling  of  security  and  satisfaction 
tH^iya-bing  the  library  staff,  induced  by  | 
the  prirkcuaoa  eat  forth  in  this  document?! 
Unfortunately  not.    Instead,  the  majority 

i  of  the  members  of  the  staff  are  inclined 
to  greet  a  document  of  this  type  with  the 
question:    "How  can  this  be  used  against 
me?" 

What  is  the  reason  for  this  unwholesome 
i  attitude?    Is  it  that  we  have  a  staff  of  I 
unduly  suspicious  individuals?    Is  it 
that  many  staff  members  suffer  from  per- 
secution  complexes?    Or  could  it  be  that 
experience  has  taught  us  that  broad  prin- 
ciples of  library  policy  can  be  inter- 
preted and  manipulated  in  unexpected  ways 
which  may  not  alirays  be  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  staff? 

On  the  last  page  Mr.  Casey  advises 
against  what  he  calls  the  "let's  all 
throw  rocks  at  the  administration"  atti- 
'  tude.    He  states  that  this  attitude  en- 
genders ill-will.    It  is  my  belief  that 
goodwill  must  be  earned  and  will  exist 
only  when  merited.    Again,  I  believe  that 
such  rock  throwing  as  we  have  had  in  the 
past  was  a  manifestation  of  an  employee- 
administration  relationship  in  which 
trust  and  goodwill  were  lacking. 

ROCKY 


Dear  Soapbox: 

In  connection  with  Television  program- 
ming, a  question  has  often  occured  to  me. 
Why  do  we  not  have  more  cooperation  from 
Channel  2?    During  National  Library  Week, 
despite  extended  viewing,  I  did  not  see 
or  hear  one  reference  made  to  this  impor- 
tant event,  either  locally  or  nationally. 
I  know  they  have  a  policy  which  prevents 
them  from  plugging  specific  events,  but 
I  do  wonder  how  they  overlook  National 
Library  Week,  and  then  devote  a  whole 
week  to  World  U.S. -Canada  Trade  Week. 
Have  we  fallen  down  in  our  contacts  with 
this  excellent  educational  outlet?  Per- 
haps we  could  have  worked  in  a  program, 
or  had  mention  made  of  our  efforts  on 
I've  Been  Reading,  etc.    I  believe  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  improve  our  re- 
lations with  Channel  2  so  that  when  Na- 
tional Library  Week  rolls  around  another 
year  we  could  extend  our  story  to  an  even 
wider  audience.    Many  other  large  city 
libraries  have  regular  programs  emanating 
from  their  local  Educational  Television 
Channels*    Why  not  the  BPL?    Let's  get 
our  public  relations  working. 

EUCLID  J.  PELTIER 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


April  30  The  Round  Table  of  Librarians  for 

Young  Adults.  Old  Mill  Restaurant,  Westminster^ 
10:30  a.m. 

June  11,  12         Massachusetts  Library  Association 

Annual  Meeting,  Lenox,  Massachusetts 

June  21—27         American  Library  Association 

Annual  Conference,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  STAFF  ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  -  1909 


President 
Vice  President 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Recording  Secretary 
Treasurer 


Mrs  Sarah  Walsh  Flannery 
Charles  J.  Gillis 
Kathleen  Hegarty 
Cornelia  M.  Harrington 
Louis  Ugalde 


Executive  Board 


Harald  A.  Bra eke tt 
Nancy  B.  Cushing 


Mrs  Anne  Connors  Kearney 
Louis  Polishook 


Standing  Committees 


Concession  Committee 

Mary  D.  Farrell,  Chairman 

Alice  E.  Hackett 

**  Mrs  Dorothea  Morgan 
*  Mary  T.  Sands 

Mrs  Mary  V,  Sheehan 

Constitution  Committee 

Mrs  Anne  U.  Kearney,  Chairman 
Dorothy  K.  Becker 
Marion  R.  Herzig 
Grace  M.  Marvin 
B.  Joseph  O'Neil 

Entertainment  Committee 

Mrs  Marion  D.  MacWilliam,  Chair  nan 

Phyllis  Adams 

Mrs  Anna  Brackett 

Elizabeth  Drane 

Mrs  Marjorie  Knilling 

Catherine  M.  MacDonald 

Ruth  V.  Marshall 

Mrs  Elizabeth  L.  Wright 


Cataloging  and  Classification, 

R.  and  R.  S. 
Cataloging  and  Classification, 

H.  R.  and  C.  S. 
Accounting 
Buildings 
Book  Purchasing 


Lower  Mills 
Egleston  Square 
Roslindale 

Book  Selection,  H.  R.  and  C.  S. 
Periodical  and  Newspaper 


Fine  Arts 

Book  Stack  Service 

Central  Charging  Records 

General  Reference 

Central  Charging  Records 

Personnel 

Teachers 

Director^  Office 


Bertha  V.  Hartzell  Memorial  Lecture  Committee 
No  lecture  scheduled  in  1959 

House  Committee  for  Men 

Arthur  W.  Mulloney,  Chairman  Statistical 
Other  members  to  be  announced  in  May  issue 

House  Committee  for  Women 

G.  Florence  Connolly,  Chairman  Fine  Arts 

Other  members  to  be  announced  in  May  issue 


*— Represenative  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  Building  Service 
Employees  International  Union,  Local  #U09  (AFL) 
^-Representative  cf  other  groups  not  represented  in  the 
Association  or  the  Union 


Legislative  and  Legal  Matters,  Committee  on 

Louis  Polishook,  Chairman  Central  Charging  Records 
Gerald  L.  Ball  '  Book  Purchasing 
B.  Joseph  0 'Neil  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Euclid  J.  Peltier  Audio-Visual 
Louis  Rains  Science  and  Technology- 
Mrs  Christine  J.  Umano  Bookmobiles 


Membership  and  Hospitality  Committee 
Dorothy  P«  Shaw,  Chairman 
Harry  Andrews 
Helen  E.  Colgan 
Mary  T.  Crowe 
Eleanor  F.  Halligan 
Mrs  Corrine  Henderson 
Mrs  Margaret  Lewis 
Edward  J.  Montana 
M.  Catherine  Robbins 

Paul  B.  Swenson 
Alice  M.  Waters 


Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Central  Book  Stock — Branch  Issue 
Washington  Village 
West  Rax  bury 
Statistical 

Central  Charging  Records 
South  End 

Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Division  Office,  Library 

Operations 
Print 

Open  Shelf 


Personnel  Committee 

|iOuis  Rains,  Chairman 

Gerald  L.  Ball 

Laura  M.  Bondi 

Nancy  B.  Cushing 

Marva  Dates 

Rhoda  M.  O'Donnell 

B,  Joseph  O'Neil 

Mrs  Catherine  H.  Richmond 

B»  Gertrude  Wade 

Program  Comnittee 

William  F.  Callahan 


Science  and  Technology 
Book  Purchasing 
Mattapan 

Central  Charging  Records 
History 

Division  Office,  H,  R.  and  C.  S. 
Periodical  and  Newspaper 
West  End 
Codman  Square 


Central  Charging  Records 
Other  members  to  be  announced  in  May  issue 


Publications  Committee 

Mrs  Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 

Thomas  F,  Gaines 

Marjorie  Groves 

Emilia  Lange 

Frank  Lavine 

Mrs  Mary  V.  Sheehan 

!•  Roger  Stevens,  Cartoonist 


Open  Shelf 

Fine  Arts 

Codman  Square 

Print 

West  End 

Book  Purchasing 

Book  Purchasing 


Special  Services  Committee 

Membership  to  be  announced  in  May  issue 


Staff  Library  Committee 
Edna  G.  Peck,  Chairman 
Rob  ley  F.  Carr 
Mary  A .  Hackett 
Eleanor  F.  Halligan 
Ollie  J.  Partridge 
Sarah  Richman 


R.  and  C.  S. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 


CARE  Committee 


Walter  J.  Bluhm,  Chairman 
George  W.  Scully 
Minna  Steinberg 


Book  Selection,  H« 
Hyde  Park 
Parker  Hill 
Statistical 
Open  Shelf 
West  End 


Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Exhibits 

Cataloging  and  Classification, 
R.  and  R.  S. 


V.  J 
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Published  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 


Volume  XIV    Number  J> 


May  1959 


Publications  Committee:    Thomas  F.  Gaines,  Marjorie  Groves,  Emilia  Lange, 

Frank  Lavine,  Mary  V,  Sheehan,  I.  Roger  Stevens, 
Cartoonist,  Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 


The  merest  mention  of  the  month  of  May  generally  calls  to  mind  the  sights, 
sounds,  and  accents  of  blossom  time.    When  May  arrives,  we  eagerly  doff  our 
dark  tweeds  and  step  into  the  light  materials  appropriate  to  warm  weather, 
similtaneously  stepping  into  a  lighter  frame  of  mind  and  mothballing  our 
heavy-duty  thinking  for  the  summer  season.    This  being  the  expectation,  it 
has  been  disturbing  to  note  the  unmistakable .  signs  of  mid-^winter  tension 
still  evident  despite  the  gin  and  tonic  weather.    The  causes  are  manifest — a 
continuing  suspense  and  an  over-long  uninformed  period  of  waiting  for  ap- 
pointments, for  raises  and  increments,  and  more  recently  for  departmental 
reorganization,  all  supposedly  in  the  offing. 

Although  no  verbal  fact  can  take  the  place  of  a  raise  or  appointment,  QM 
believes  that  a  steady  flow  of  information  can  help  to  bridge  the  suspenseful 
gap  for  those  who  are  playing  the  waiting  game.    It  is  therefore  with 
pleasure  that  we  announce  the  advent  of  an  administrative  bulletin  the  pur- 
pose of  which  will  be  to  provide  factual  information  not  readily  available 
to  QM  and  not  covered  by  Administrative  Notices.    This  bulletin,  or  news 
letter,  will  be  a  combined  effort  of  the  administration,  published  by  the 
Division  of  Information.    It  will  in  no  way  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  QM 
or  the  Association  but  will  doubtless  provide  a  springboard  for  meatier  dis- 
cussions in  these  pages. 

In  addition  to  keeping  the  staff  informed  monthly  of  ordinary  happenings 
about  the  buildings,  pertinent  legislation,  and  important  Trustee  decisions, 
special  editions  may  also  be  published  to  cover  interim  occurrences  about 
which  the  staff  should  learn  before  the  public  and  press  are  informed. 

Insofar  as  is  possible  and  advisable  the  bulletin  will  also  be  a  source 
of  information  regarding  the  more  sensitive  areas  of  employer-employee 
relations,  so  that  when  we  must  wait-out  these  seemingly  unavoidable  delays, 
we  may  at  least  know  the  nature  of  the  problems  preventing  swifter  action. 

QM  hopes  the  staff  will  join  us  in  welcoming  this  communication  link  with 
the  administration.    It  can  never  be  a  substitute  for  the  benefits  we  need 
and  await,  but  it  can  fill  the  time  of  anticipation  with  something  more 
substantial  than  whispers. 


Publication  Date: 
The  fifteenth  of  each  month 


Deadline  for  submitting  material: 
The  tenth  of  each  month 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 

The  past  few  weeks  have  been  uneventful 
so  far  as  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
are  concerned,  and  your  president  has 
little  to  report.     The  Executive  Board 
discussed  at  its  last  meeting  the  state- 
ment of  personnel  principles  guiding  the 
policies  of  the  Administration  and  agreed 
that  they  are  a  reasonable  and  fair  ex- 
pression of  basic  policy  and  not  deserv- 
ing of  criticism.    We  oertainly  hope  they 
will  be  implemented  to  the  welfare  of  all 
of  us. 

We  were  much  interested  in  the  notice  oft 
plans  to  put  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  Cresap,  McCormick  and 
Paget,  especially  as  they  conoern  the 
Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Ser- 
vices.   It  has  long  been  a  defect  of  the 
present  organization  that  opportunities 
for  advancement  within  the  Division  have 
been  extremely  limited  and  many  good 
people  have  been  obliged  to  leave  us  as 
they  became  sufficiently  experienced  to 
desire  positions  of  increased  responsi- 
bility.   When  the  new  organization  be- 
comes fully  effective  there  will  be,  it 
seems  to  us,  many  more  opportunities  for 
advancement  all  along  the  line.    We  can 
only  hope  that  the  money  and  space  for  the 
reorganization  beooraes  speedily  available. 
All  in  all  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

SARAH  W.  PLANNER  Y 


Congratulations 

To  Winchester  Library  on  the  occasion  of 
their  100th  Birthday. 

To  Welle sley  Free  Library  on  the  opening 
of  their  new  building. 


C.L.A  -  Chicago  Confercnoo 

Everything  is  bigger  in  Chicago.  The 
,  35th  Annual  Conforence  of  the  Catholio 
Library  Association  was  the  largest 
national  conference  ever  held  by  the 
Association.    Mare  than  700  persons  regis- 
tered.   The  Conference  boasted  the  largest 
number  of  exhibitors  in  its  history.  And 
it  was  held  in  the  largest  hotel  in  the 
world,  the  Chicago  Conrad-H  ilton,  during 
Easter  Week,  March  30-April  3. 

Twelve  members  of  the  New  England  Unit 
of  C.L.A.  went  to  Chicago,  three  of  them 
from  the  B.P.L.  -  Anna  Manning,  Chief, 
Teachers  Room,  and  Chairman  of  the  New 
England  Unit;  Martha  Engler,  Childrens 
Librarian,  South  Boston,  and  Diane  Farrell, 
Childrens  Librarian,  Codman  Square.  Miss 
Manning  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Elementary  Libraries  Section  at  whioh 
Eleanor  Ahlers,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Amerioan  Association  of  School  Li- 
brarians, disoussed  the  importance  of  the 
elementary  sohool  library. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  Conference 
was  the  Regina  Msdal  Luncheon  at  whioh 
the  C.L.A.  presented  the  first  Regina 
Medal  award  to  Eleanor  Far jeon  for  her 
"lifetime  contribution  to  children's 
literature."    Mrs.  Ruth  Yiguers,  editor 
of  the  HORN  BOOK   made  the  presentation. 
Edward  Ardizzone,  Mrs.  Farjeon's  good 
friend  and  illustrator,  accepted  the 
award  for  her  and  read  her  acceptance 
paper,     (it's  printed  in  the  April  issue 
of  the  HORN  BOOK.    Read  it.*) 

Diane  Farrell 


HAVE  YOJR  SHOTS 

(Polio,  that  is) 

For  the  economical  city  plan  see 

Staff  Ballet  in  Board 

or  call 
Mrs.  Edna  Wollent 


Activities  Unlimited 

The  first  warm  day  in  May  caught  QM 
dreaming  the  traditionally  pastoral  dreams 
of  Spring,  oomplete  with  songs,  dances, 
maypoles  and  all  the  ingredients  which 
our  twentieth  century  has  translated  in- 
to the  Festival  Season.    For  our  thumb- 
nail sketches  therefore,  we  sought  and 
found  someone  whose  activity  would  fit  in- 
to the  mood. 

Mildred  Kaufman,  Branch  Librarian  at 
Memorial,  has  a  network  of  activities 
spreading  throughout  the  dance  world.  As 
a  member  of  the  Krakcwiak  Polish  Folk 
Dancers,  she  has  danced  for  many  programs 
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Activities  Unlimited  (oont'd.) 

in  and  around  Boston.    Che  of  these,  a 
year  ago,  was  the  first  bi-annual  Inter- 
national Spring  Festival  at  the  Boston 
Maseum  of  Fine  Arts,  an  immensely  suo- 

i  oessful  effort  for  whioh  she  also  served 

I  in  a  programming  oapacity. 

Mildred  has  been  danoing  for  many  years, 
in  fact  she  nearly  ohose  ballet  as  her 
life's  career.    During  the  war  the  Ballet 
Russe  traveled  the  road  circuit  but  could 
mot  carry  a  full  complement  for  all 
ballets.    They  hired  supers  in  the  oities 
where  they  danoed  the  larger  ballets. 
Mildred  was  a  super  many  times  in  Boston, 
and  actually  danoed  in  both  Cppelia  and 
Soheherezade  whioh  required  especially 
large  corps  de  ballet. 

Recently,  though  her  interest  in  ballet 
still  makes  her  a  balletomaine,  Mildred 
has  performed  primarily  in  the  Folk  Danoe 
field. 

Among  the  souvenirs  of  her  achievement 
will  be  found  a  bouquet  handed  her  by 
Danilova,  an  honorary  membership  in  the 
Czechoslovak  Danoe  Group,  reviews  for 
Dance  magazine,  and  oountless  anecdotes 
for  the  time  she  danoed  unrehearsed  as  an 
Irish  colleen,  taught  the  old  folks 
tfewish  folk  dances  at  H  eoht  Bouse,  pro- 
grammed the  International  Institute  Ball, 
and  let  her  flying  feet  carry  her  into 
countless  other  adventures. 

HOW  TO  CATCH  A  LIBRARIAN 
The  Recruiting  Circuit 

QM  decided  to  explore  activities  in  the 
looal  librarian  market  this  month,  and 
was  astounded  at  the  good  fortune  of  find- 
ing  a  sudden  flurry  of  activity  on  whioh 
to  report. 

We  first  went  to  Mr.  Gaines  who  report- 
ed interviews  with  fourteen  Simmons  can- 
didates and  twenty  seniors  from  several 
neighboring  colleges  and  universities. 
Of  the  first  fourteen,  five  were  offered 
positions  at  BPL,  and  two  have  thus  far 
aooepted.    Of  the  latter  twenty,  five  re- 
ceived offers  and  one  has  aooepted.  In 
addition,  one  already  trained  profession- 
al is  soon  to  oome  our  way.  Considering 
that  we  are  not  far  from  our  total  hiring 
oapaoity,  Mr.  Gaines  feels  we  are  in  a 
rather  good  position  right  now,  the  aim 


being  to  keep  abreast  of  a  fairly  pre- 
dictable turnover  by  finding  well -quali- 
fied oandidates  eaoh  Spring.    While  con- 
tinuing to  cover  the  local  field,  Mr. 
Gaines  indioated  BPL  recruiters  might 
reaoh  out  a  bit  farther  next  year  to 
touch  Columbia,  Rutgers  and  possibly 
Syraouse. 

On  Wednesday  evening  May  13,  Francis  X. 
Moloney  hosted  a  program  on  library 
careers.    Using  an  interview  format,  he 
explored  job  and  career  opportunities  at 
the  BPL  with  guests  Dr.  Brvin  J.  Gaines 
and  Catherine  MaoDonald  of  the  Division 
of  Personnel.     The  half-hour  program 
oovered  both  professional  and  non-profes- 
sional positions  in  almost  every  type  of 
department  and  special  service.     The  par- 
ticipants discussed  salaries,  training 
programs  and  the  increasing  opportunities 
for  men  in  libraries.    We  were  especial- 
ly pleased  to/W.rHarazti  and  Mr.  Hein- 
tzelman  named  as  examples  of  the  high 
quality  specialists  we  are  privileged  to 
have  in  the  BPL. 

On  May  14th  the  BPL  played  host  to  a- 
nother  recruitment  program  designed  by 
the  National  Library  Week  Committee  on 
Recruiting  for  Libra rianship.    In  the 
absence  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Gaines  wel- 
comed placement  officers  and  guest  li- 
brarians from  the  area  to  an  afternoon 
of  informational  exchange.  Kenneth 
Sohaeffer,  Director  of  Simmons  College 
of  Library  Science  opened  the  session 
with  a  brief  field  survey.    A  buzz  ses- 
sion followed  from  whioh  were  culled 
questions  to  be  answered  by  a  panel  of 
four  librarians.    Hie  fifth-year  degree 
was  stressed,  but  some  placement  of- 
ficers suggested  an  emphasis  on  non- 
professional, non-book  positions  involve 
ing  a  distinct  level  of  seoondary  train- 
ing.   They  acknowledged  the  stiff  com- 
petition for  graduates,  but  oonoluded 
that  libraries  undersell  themselves,  in- 
dicating a  possible  oure  might  be  found 
in  a  more  personal  approach  to  recruit- 
ing. 


HAVE  YOU  JOINED  ALA? 


BUSMAN'S  HOLIDAY 
Athens  and  Rome 

Emilia  Lange's  travels  through  Italy  and 
Greeoe  took  her  to  some  unusual  plaoes  not 
visited  by  most  tourists.    One  stop  of  in- 
terest to  BPLers  was  her  visit  with  the 
Director  of  the  National  Library  in  Athens 
Mr,  Evangelos  Photiades.    Tnis  visit  was 
arranged  by  Honor  MoCusker,  formerly  of 
Rare  Book,  and  now  Dire o tor  of  the  US IS 
Amerioan  Library  in  Athens.     It  was  under- 
stood that  -the  National  Library  (similar 
to  our  Library  of  Congress)  had  an  ex- 
cellent oolleotion  of  prints,  and  it  was 
learned  that  there  is  suoh  a  oolleotion. 
However,  it  oonsists  of  early  woodouts 
and  engravings  bound  in  volumes  and  per- 
taining to  Greeoe  and  Greek  life,  rather 
than  works  by  partioular  artists. 

Mr.  Photiades  provided  the  usual  (in 
Greeoe)  tiny  oups  of  Greek  oof fee,  and 
then  prooeeded  to  explain  the  origins 
and  content  of  his  library.  Miss 
MoCusker  thoughtfully  provided  an  inter- 
preter although  she  now  speaks  Greek 
fluently  herself.     The  Director  desoribed 
some  of  the  little-known  manusoripts  and 
ancient  fine  bindings  in  Greeoe,  and  of- 
fered to  provide  introductions  to  the 
monasteries  which  possess  these  treasures 
and  which  are  most  reluotant  to  show 
them  to  anyone.    Unfortunately  the  time 
of  vaoation  could  not  be  extended  to  ao- 
oept  this  wonderful  opportunity. 

After  a  brief  discussion  of  Greek 
philosophy  (which  this  distinguished  man 
made  so  clear)  and  more  tiny  cups  of 
coffee,  it  was  time  to  leaves  Miss 
Lange,  exalte dj  the  interpreter  ex- 
hausted; and  Miss  MoCusker  pleased  with 
her  new  information  and  determined  to 
find  a  way  to  see  the  rare  items  dis- 
oussed. 

Beoause  of  her  work  in  the  Print  De- 
partment, Emilia  is  familiar  with  names 
and  plaoes  in  the  graphic  art  world  and 
with  print  oolleotions  in  some  European 
cities.    In  Rome  she  located  the  Caloo- 
grafia Nazionale  from  which  originated 
the  exhibition  of  Italian  prints  which 
travelled  throughout  the  United  States 
for  approximately  three  years  under  the 
direction  of  Arthur  W,  Heintzelman,  Keep- 
er of  Prints.    Tne  following  is  her 


description  of  the  visit: 

"In  the  pouring  rain  (how  it  rains  in 
Romel)  I  found  the  Caloografia  Nazionale- 
I  say  'found'  beoause  it  is  located  on 
a  verry  narrow  street  behind  the  Irevi 
Fountain,  and  the  street  is  not  on  my 
map.     The  Tourist  Police  never  heard  of 
»it,  but  after  muoh  walking  and  exploring 
I  found  an  old,  gloomy  palace  with  a  win- 
dow on  the  street  level.    Dark  as  it  was 
I  saw  some  engravings  there.    Tne  door 
to  this  formidable  building  was  looked, 
but  a  bell  with  a  tiny  sign  indioated 
that  this  was  the  place  I  wanted. 

A  guard  answered  my  ring  and  allowed  me 
to  enter  by  way  of  a  dark  passageway  and 
a  courtyard  and  up  and  up  a  flight  of 
stairs,  also  dark.    The  Dire o tor,  Carlo 
Alberto  Petruooi  was  there  and  he 
recognized  my  name  and  association  with 
the  exohange  exhibition.    He  was  most 
cordial  and  seemed  very  pleased  at  my 
visit.    He  had  many  questions  to  ask  a- 
bout  our  activities  whioh  seem  to  be  of 
great  interest  to  him,  and  sent  his  warm- 
est best  wishes  to  Mr.  Heintzelman.  No 
tiny  oup  of  coffee,  but  Dr.  Petrucci  re- 
quested a  young  English-speaking  assis- 
tant to  take  me  on  a  tour  of  the  build- 
ing -  the  tour  taking  the  entire  morning, 
and  whioh  I  would  not  have  missed  for 
anything. 

There  are  20,000  engravings  in  this 
building,  all  bound  in  volumes  as  in  our 
Tosti  Collection,  and  apparently  the 
Caloografia  Nazionale  has  requests  to 
print  editions  of  these  engravings  from 
the  original  plates  (I  believe).  One 
entire  floor  of  this  palaoe  houses  the 
prints  and  the  offioe  area,  and  down- 
stairs there  is  a  regular  printing  room  ' 
with  presses  and  other  equipment.  There, 
a  printer  went  through  the  entire  process 
of  printing  an  engraving  -  from  inking 
the  plate  to  the  final  prooess  of  stretch- 
ing and  drying  the  print  (in  huge  gas 
ovens  which  were  lighted  for  my  benefit  - 
very  different  from  anything  I  have  ever 
seen)  • 

It  was  well  worth  the  wandering  around 
in  the  rain,  the  muddy  shoes,  and  the 
effort  expended,  for  Dr.  Petrucci 's 
warm  reception  and  the  courtesy  of  his 
wonderful  staff  made  the  morning  one  of 
the  highlights  of  my  trip." 
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BPL  COMPOSER  PREMIERED 

On  Wednesday  Mey  13,  a  musical  oomposi- 
tion  entitled  Fantasia  for  String  Quartet 


was  premiered  at  Jordan  Hall.     The  young 
composer,  Harry  Fincher,  Jr.  is  a  li- 
brary page  in  the  BFL's  Fine  Arts  Depart- 
ment. 

This  work  in  one  movement  is  divided  in- 
to three  main  parts  similar  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  classio  conoerto,  i.e.  - 
exposition,  development  and  coda.  Two 
other  characteristics  of  "this  work  close- 
ly resemble  concerto  form.     In  the  middle 
of  the  expositional  phase,  after  an  open- 
ing for  complete  quartet,  the  viola  en- 
ters with  the  main  theme.    Also  the  viola 
has  a  oadenza  in  the  same  approximate 
spot  where  one  would  occur  in  olassic 
concerto  form. 

Although  this  composition  was  slight- 
ly reminiscent  of  work  done  by  Schoen- 
berg,  Krenek,  Berg  and  other  •twelve-tone 
oomposers,  it  is  not  strict  twelve  tone 
in  that  the  composer  has  not  consciously 
derived  all  of  the  materials  from  the 
theme . 

Instead,  he  has  chosen  to  develop  both 
the  theme  and  variations  thereof,  col- 
lectively, much  in  the  same  way  as 
materials  in  the  exposition  of  the 
olassioal  sonata  allegro. 

Mr.  Fincher' s  work,  the  title  for 
which  was  derived  from  the  improvisatory 
character  of  the  music,  was  broadcast 
over  W§BH-FM  and  will  be  rebroadoast 
this  summer. 


COFFEE  BREAK  RECIPES -Canadian  Style 
(reprint  from  Viewpoints,  April  1959, 
Vanoouver  Public  Library  Staff  Associa- 
tion publication) 
Coffee  Nogg 

Coffe  syrup,  2  oz. 
.   Brandy,  4  draohms 
Cream,  2  oz. 
One  egg 
Coffee  Cocktail 

Coffee  syrup,  2  oz. 
One  egg 

Port  wine,  1  oz. 
Brandy,  2  drachms 

Shake,  strain  into  a  small  glass  and 
add  soda,  mace  on  top. 
Ed.  Note:    Anyone  for  a  visa? 


Hie  Century  2000 
Has  wond'rous  things  in  store, 
And  one  will  be  a  Bookmobile 
lhat  goes  from  door  to  door. 

Between  the  dark  and  daylight 
Before  the  milk  arrives- 
The  erudite  will  hear  it  oone 
A-»gliding  up  their  drives* 

Librarians  with  baskets 

Of  plastic-wrapped  delights- 

Of  love  and  vice,  of  men  and  mice- 

To  soothe  the  days  and  nights* 

The  year  2000 's  ooming- 
It's  not  too  far  away- 
When,  like  the  milkman  we  '11  get  notes 
With  "orders"  for  the  day. 

"Two  mysteries,  the  latest. 
Two  novels,  large.  One  small. 
Assorted  ohildrens*  story  books- 
No  t  more  than  eight  in  all." 

**** 

For  yearF  we've  all  been  griping 
But  things  keep  getting  worse  - 
Inoluding,  among  other  things 
Our  budgets  and  my  verse. 

Let's  danoe  around  the  maypole - 
Let's  toast  the  world  in  wine- 
And  thank  the  Lord  that  this  is  only 
1959. 

SWP 
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YOUNG  ADULT  ROUND  TABLE 
AUTHOR  REVIEWS  TEEN  TABOOS 

i 

Ihe  10th  anniversary  and  Spring  meeting  \ 
of  the  Young  Adult  Round  Table  was  held 
on  April  30th  at  the  Old  Mill  Restaurant  1 
in  Westminster,  Mass.     The  featured 
speaker  was  Betty  Cavanna,  one  of  the 
most  popular  authors  of  stories  for  teen- i 
age  girls.  j 

The  large  audience,  which  included  two  ! 
brave  men,  was  completely  oharmed  by 
Miss  Cavanna  as  she  spoke  on  the  joys  and  j 
hardships  of  writing  for  teen-agers.  Of 
particular  interest  was  her  explanation  i 
of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  try- 
ing to  overoome  -the  old  taboos  which  had  j 
been  set  up  by  the  public  as  well  as  the  j 
publishers.    Some  of  the  bans  have  been  I 
lifted  in  recent  years  -  suoh  as  books 
dealing  with  divorce,  drinking,  and  -  of  , 
all  things  -  orphans,  but  it  is  found 
that  the  average  young  adult  still  will 
not  read  dialeot  stories,  first-person 
stories,  books  with  "sunshine"  heroines,  J 
or  a  story  consisting  of  a  shift  in 
point  of  view  between  two  main  characters j 
Authors  must  also  be  oareful  not  to  use 
slang  expressions  that  are  soon  outdated 
-  a  good,  safe,  perennial  word  is  "keen". 
Completely  verboten  are  suoh  words  as 
"heok, "  "Darn,"  or  any  other  expletive 
that  is  even  remotely  saoriligious. 
Writers  must  also  be  on  their  toes  and  a- 
breast  of  the  times  when  describing 
clothing,  and  Miss  Cavanna  says  that  the 
best  polioy  is  never  to  mention  the 
length  of  an  evening  gown,  which  seems  to 
vary  from  year  to  year. 

Being  able  to  combat  all  these  forces 
and  still  produce  books  that  realistical- 
ly present  a  good  oross-seotion  of  life, 
is,  Miss  Cavanna  states,  an  art.  She 
spoke  glowingly  of  the  satisfaction 
gained  from  writing  for  teen-agers,  of 
the  large  amount  of  fan  mail  whioh  pours 
in  to  her  from  all  parts  of  the  world  - 
especially  Japan  -  and  of  her  conviction 
that  books  suoh  as  hers  fill  a  real  need 
by  giving  young  people  a  feeling  of 
identity  at  a  most  important  time  in 
their  lives. 

This  interesting  talk  -  combined  with 
the  rustic  setting,  the  good  food,  the 
sound  of  the  miniature  waterfall,  and 


the  sight  of  graceful  geese  gliding  on 
the  pond  surrounding  the  Old  Mill  -  made 
this  a  memorable  meeting. 


SECRE  T  FORMULA  REVEALED 
(Emergency  self-defence  tactic) 

A  sure  fire  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
Puzzle  Contest-nuts  may  take  a  bit  of 
effort,  but  as  the  exterminator  says, 
"they  never  oome  baok".     This  formula  is 
unpatented  and  anyone  with  the  histrionic 
ability  and  willingness  to  spare  five 
minutes  will  be  blessed  with  a  serenely 
quiet  library  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
Puzzle  season* 

First,  find  out  whioh  reference  books 
are  used  in  the  contest;  seoond,  oall  the 
Bindery  or  find  in  your  workroom  one  of 
the  most  beat-up  copies  of  said  referenoe 
volumes j  third,  plant  the  book  in  the 
middle  of  a  loud  puzzle  group;  -  and  last, 
but  most  important,  after  letting  the 
milling  puzzlers  regain  their  self  con- 
fidence (this  takes  from  one -half  to  two 
two  hours),  rush  up  to  the  group,  grab 
the  beat«up  volume  with  the  torn  binding, 
letting  it  fall  loudly  on  the  table  and 
in  a  gesture  of  shocked  dismay  raise  both 
hands  to  your  head  (you  oan  practice  this 
in  front  of  a  mirror)  crying  at  the  top 
of  your  voioe  "Who  did  this?"  and/or 
"Who  will  pay  for  this  damage?" 

The  contest  fans  will  look  guiltily 
from  one  to  another,  turn  page  and  in- 
variable run  like  the  "Proverbial"  from 
a  sinking  ship*    No  more  loud  noise,  no 
more  bothering  the  help,  no  more  hiding 
reference  books  from  one  another. 

These  contest  bugs  shooting  for  thousands 
of  dollars  wouldn't  pay  a  penny  for 
damaged  library  material,  and  at  the  risk 
of  such  a  bill  would  instantly  forego  the 
chance  to  will  millions.    -    A  bit  un- 
professional on  our  part,  but  it  works 
every  time. 
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JA22  AT  THE  BPL 

The  jazz  display  ourrently  featured  in 
the  lobby  cases  at  the  Central  Library 
has  aroused  unusual  publio  appreoiationo 
In  oooperation  with  the  annual  Newport 
Jazz  Festival,  and  announcing  the  program 
of  that  July  event,  the  exhibit  presents 
an  impressive  collection  of  jazz 
memorabilia;  books,  recordings  and 
photographs. 

In  the  uncontested  spotlight  of  the  ex- 
hibit is  the  horn  of  Bix  Beiderbecke, 
loaned  by  his  sister,  a  Lexington  resi- 
dent.   (Variety  says:  "Bix  Beiderbecke 
trumpet  lies  in  state  at  Boston  Publio 
Library" ). 

The  outstandingly  dramatio  portraits  of 
jazz  personalities  are  the  work  of  looal 
photographer,  John  Erook.    Together  with 
colorful  album  covers  and  book  jaokets, 
they  are  providing  an  attraction  for  a 
steady  stream  of  interested  visitors. 

In  conjunction  with  the  exhibit,  the 
Audio-Visual  Department  has  added  a 
special  jazz  program  to  its  Lively  Arts 
series.    Under  the  title  Sights  and  Sounds 


John  MoLellan  and  originally  presented  on 
WBDB-TV  Dateline  Boston.     In  addition, 
two  short  experimental  films,  using  for 
misioal  backgrounds  the  jazz  artists 
Lionel  Bampton  and  Osoar  Peterson,  will 
round  out  the  program. 

QM,  speaking  for  the  hundreds  who  will 
enjoy  the  jazz  tribute,  offers  hearty 
kudos  to  the  committee  who  planned  it, 
and  to  Tom  Manning  and  the  Exhibits  De- 
partment who  arranged  this  extra  special 
achievement. 


of  Jazz,  four  films  will  be  presented  at 
7.30  p.m.  Tuesday,  J/ay  26  in  the  Lecture 
Ball.    A  oolleotorfs  item  obtained  from 
the  Maseum  of  Madera  Art  in  New  York 
(through  the  oourtesy  of  the  Newport  Jazz 
Festival),  is  the  film  St.  Louis  Blues 
made  in  1928  and  featuring  the  late  re- 
nowned  American  blues  singer,  Bsssie  Smith^ 

A  second  attraction  will  be  a  kinesoope 
entitled  The  Jazz  Soene,  narrated  by 


SPEND  IT  WISELY 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 


WHOTS  NEW 


New  Employees 

Barbara  M.  Kean,  Book  Stack  Service 
David  L.  Mitchell,  General  Reference 

Me -entered 

Robert  G.  Bailey,  Central  Charging  Records 

transferred  from  part- 
time  to  full-time  in 
the  same  Department 


Charles  M,  Tyner  of  Book  Staok  Servioe 
graduated  from  Mission  High  Sohool  in 
1956  and  worked  for  the  United  Fruit 
Company  before  coming  here*    Charlie  is 
an  outdoor  man  who  enjoys  football, 
swimming,  baseball  and  basketball 


Mrs.  Phyllis  Fiohards,  Central  Book  Stookf 

Sohool  Issue  Seotion, 
transferred  from  part- 
time  to  full-time,  forj 
merly  in  the  Branch 
Issue  Section 

Lee  A.  Ryan,  Open  Shelf  Department,  for- 
merly part-time  in  the 
Division  of  R  &  R  S 

Transferred 

Charlotte  R.  Cooper,  South  Boston  to  West 

End 

Jeanne  M.  Hayes,  Book  Selection,  Division 
of  HR  &  CS  to  Division 
of  Library  Operations, 
Business  Office 
Dorothy  Hiebert,  Connolly  to  East  Boston 
Mrs.  Evelyn  G.  Isaaos  from  Bookmobiles 
to  Mount  Bowdoin 


Resigned 

Joan  Ames,  Offioe  Division  of  R  &  R  S  - 

to  accept  another  posi'tidn 
Joan  M.  Crowley,  Book  Staok  Servioe  -  to 

accept  another  position 
Mrs  Margaret  Draskovich,  Mount  Bowdoin  - 

moviageta  Hctuston,  Texas 
Mrs  Margaret  Pranois,  Teachers  Department 

-  to  remain  at  home 
Nina  R.  Goldberg,  Cat  &  Class.  Div.  of 

R  &  R  S  -  to  accept  another 

position 

Mrs.  Judilh  Kornitsky,  Mount  Bowdoin  -  to 
remain  at  home 

Ann  H.  Van  Vleck,  Mattapan  -  to  be  married 
and  travel  in  Mexico  and  Cen- 
tral and  South  America 

Retired 

Margaret  Shirar,  Central  Book  Stock- 
School  Issue  Section 

Future  Librarian 

Richard  Anthony,  born  on  April  23,  to  Kay 
and  Louis  O'Halloran.    Kay  is  an  alumna 
of  Book  Selection,  and  Louis  is  in  the  Divi- 
sion Office,  both  H.R.  and  C.S. 
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The  new  assistant  to  the  Children's  Li« 
brarian  at  Washington  Village  is  Mrs. 
Laura  J.  Bernard  who  graduated  fromRad- 
oliffe  in  1957,    Laura  lists  reading  and 
music  as  her  ohief  interests. 


Dorothy  L.  Carrico  of  the  Bookmobiles 
is  a  native  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  and 
a  graduate  of  Duke  University  where  she 
majored  in  English  literature.  Walking, 
reading  and  music  are  her  favorite  pas- 
times. 


The  new  assistant  in  CCR  is  Mrs*  Joseph* 
ine  Frost  of  Brighton.    Jo  is  a  graduate 
of  St,  Columbkille^  High  and  she  worked 
for  Gilchrest  Company  before  ooming  here. 
Her  hobbies  are  sewing,  knitting  and 
reading. 


There  are  two  new  members  of  the  staff 
of  East  Boston.    Dorothy  Hiebert  hails 
from  Lewis  ton,  Me»  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  College  in  Vermont©    Her  pet 
hobby  iy  playing  the  guitar© 

flhe  new  assistant  in  the  Children's 
Room  is  Marilyn  A.  Rose  who  graduated 
from  Boston  College  in  1958©    Her  in- 
terests inolude  reading,  skiing  and 
swimming. 


Richard  T.  Tittlebaum  is  working  in 
Audio  Visual  while  on  leave  of  absence 
from  Harvard.    Sculpturing,  reading  and 
music  are  his  favorite  pursuits. 


WHO'S  NEW  (cont'd) 

The  new  staff  member  at  KBB  is  Thomas  > 
Glennon  who  is  a  graduate  of  Boston 
Trade  Sohool.     Tom  worked  for  the  N.H.R.Rl 
before  ooming  to  the  B.P.L*    His  favorite 
activities  are  dancing,  bowling  and  foot-' 
ball. 


COMMITTEES  FB1E  GLOBE- TROT  TO  S 

The  annual  outing  of  the  Book  Selection 
Committees  took  on  a  speoial  atmosphere 
on  Friday,  May  8th,  when  they  gathered 
at  the  Towne  Lyne  House,  Lynnfield,  to 
pay  speoial  tribute  to  Mrs.  Betty  Obear, 
Book  Selection  Department,  member  of  all 
three  Book  Seleotion  Committees  -  Adult, 
Young  Adult  and  Children's  -  and  Mrs. 
Irene  Tuttle,  Librarian,  South  Boston, 
and  member  of  the  Adult  Book  Seleotion 
Committee*    Mrs*  Obear  and  Mrs*  Tuttle 
sail  on  May  28th  for  their  first  trip  a- 
broad*    The  Book  Seleotion  Committees 
and  their  friends  who  enjoyed  the  Friday 
festivities  presented  the  guests  of 
honor  with  tangible  evidences  of  their 
appreciation  and  best  wishes  in  the  form 
of  a  few  long,  thin  pieces  of  green  paper f 
backed  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States*    The  following  "letter"  was  also 
received  by  the  future  globe  trotters: 
To  Misff  Plum  and  Miss-  Pennyt 

It  is  A  matter  of  conviction  that 

My  fellow  devils  and  I  (not  The 

devil  in  Buck's  County)  have 

gathered  here  to  wish  you  Bon 

Voyage* 

On  The  voyage  out,  The  happy 
summer  days  will  not  be  entirely 
A  silent  voyage*    There  will  be 
the  cry  "Man  overboard"  and  the 
Passengers  will  wonder  Did  she 
fall  or  was  she  pushed?    You  may 
hear  A  shot  in  the  dark  but  A  few 
quick  ones,  as  I  remember,  will 
take  oare  of  Things  that  go  bump 
in  the  dark*    There  may  be  A~~ 
wolf  at  dusk  roving  the  deck's  or  a 
sign  Danger:    Marines  at  work  may 
make  you  wonder  Who's  running  this 
expedition?  or  if  there  is  a  Man 
in  ambush  -  but  go  easy  and  Don*t 


get  personal  with  a  chioken. 

You  may  not  be  Miss  America,  The 
Girl  who  oried  wolf  or  even  The 
heroine  of  Lady  Chatterley's  lover, 
nor  yet  A  spinster  or  The  ugly 
Amerioan  but  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
Great  companions*    If  you  should 
perchance  run  into  Dr*  Zhlvago,  Mrs* 
Panopoulis,  The  Borstal  Boy  or  even 
My  uncle  Harry,  tell  them  about 
Emma tt 's  pifl  who  is  still  missing  in 
An  edge  of  the  forest  seeking  the 
Wonder 3  of  the  world*    During  the 
Hour 8  before  dawn,  when  there  may  be 
A  break  in  the  weather,  remember  The 
adventures  of  Augle  March  and  think 
of  Lolita  living  in  Peyton  Plaoe 
with  The""bramble  bush  On  the  terrace 
and  If  the  shoe  fits""there  may  be 
Nine  ooaohes  waiting!    But  don't  for- 
get  the  Silent  investigators  in  that 
Room  in  MosooWf,  Comrade  Venka  may  be 
on  The  search  for  Troubled  Women* 
That  might  be  a  good  time  to  seek  the 
Far  mountains  and  wrap  yourselves  in 
A  oone  of  silenoe* 

Not  Only  in  America  will  you  find  a 
Rum  Row  as  you  will  know  when  you  go 
Aorosg  Paris  bearing  a  Handful  of 
flowers  and  singing  Let  it  rain,  a- 
long  with  Mrs*  ^rris  went  to  Paris* 
This  trip  may  post  you  Time  and  money 
as  did  the  trip  of  My  brother  (who /was 
an  only  ohild  when  in  The  bell  tower 
he  rran  into  A  woman  of  thirty  who  waa 
Wide  awake  and  when  he  said  Let's  go 
to  the  ballet,  she  had  Five  ideas  that 
changed  the  world. 

M*y  your  Acres" of  afternoon  oontain 
oontain  No  oapture  at  sea  or  Collision 
oour se  and  do  not  in  Mid-Atlantic  have 
A  change  of  heart,  but  continue  your 
course  to  Main  Street,  U.S.S.R. 

Adventure's  end  must  come  at  last 
and  lured  by  A  passion  for  books  you 
will  return  to  the  good  old  U.S.A.  and 
your  Cats,  oats,  oats,  oats,  cats.  Wake 
me  when  its  over  that  w"e"  may  all  join 
in  The  reunion  "and  welcome  you  back  to 
The  lost  worTeT  of  the  Kalahari. 

With  love  and  irony, 
H.  L.  Palham,  Esq. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  dinner  Mrs. 
Obear  and  Mrs*  Tuttle,  both  charming  in 
their  to-be •^vorn-to -Eur ope  dresses  (we 
suspect)  and  corsages,  thanked  their  fel- 
low workers  for  their  expressions  of  good 
will  which  had  oome  as  a  complete  sur- 
prise . 
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FAMILIAR  VOICE  FROM 

The  following  letter  from  Edith  H. 
Bailey  appeared  in  the  Reader  Writes 
oolumn  of  the  "Christian  Science  Monitor" 
(April  18,  1959)*    Mrs*  Bailey  was  Branch 
librarian  at  Phillips  Brooks  prior  to  her 
retirement.    For  the  past  two  years  she 
ha 8  been  living  in  Honolulu* 

To  The  Christian  Science  Monitor* 

Until  recently  a  lifelong  Bostonian,  I 
have  appreciated  the  ^Monitor*  s  awareness 
of  Hawaiian  affairs.    But  the  boexed  ar- 
ticle of  March  13  captioned  "Hawaiians 
Jubilant,"  while  true,  seemed  disappoint- 
ingly incomplete,  omitting  what  seemed  to 
me  a  vital  quality  of  the  statehood 
celebration  -  a  sense  of  mission  and 
dedioa  tion* 

When  word  oame  that  the  vote  would  al- 
most oertainly  go  through  that  day,  Mayor 
Blaisdell  asked  Dr.  Akaka,  its  minister, 
to  have  Kawaihao  Churoh,  "the  Westminster 
of  Hawaii,"  open  for  prayer;  and  within 
minutes  after  the  "disoordant  din"  an- 
nounced the  event  (in  the  midst  of  the 
chaplain's  prayer)  the  legislators  had 
flooked  over  into  the  churoh. 

I  wish  I  could  report  that  meeting,  but 
I  have  only  the  word  of  friends  whose  at- 
tention was  caught  by  the  apparently  un- 
animous movement  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  church. 

We  did  attend  the  more  formal  service 
the  next  morning  when  the  great  building 
overflowed,  and  loudspeakers  were  in- 
stalled for  the  crowds  outside*    Ihe  pro- 
cessional was  most  impressive,  led  by 
ministers  from  every  denomination  and  from 
raoial  backgrounds  including  Hawaiian, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Korean,  Filipino, 
Haole  (Cauoasian),  followed  by  govern- 
ment officials  and  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature a    Ixi  the  baloonies  were  the  com- 
bined choirs  including  the  famous  ones 
from  the  host  church  and  from  Ka  me  ha  me  ha 
School i  and  if  you've  ever  heard 
Hawaiians  sing  -  well,  if  you  haven't, 
you've  missed  something. 

The  whole  service  was  deeply  impressive 
but  to  me  the  climax  can®  in  the  singing 
of  "Amerioa  the  Beautiful"  by  that  great 
congregation  with  its  multitudinous  back- 
ground now  deeply  stirred  at  being  (at 
last)  aooepted  Americans* 

To  many  of  us  older  Amer loans  it  meant 


a  rebirth  of  patriotism  and  of  faith  in 
the  coming  brotherhood  of  man* 
Honolulu*  Edith  H.  Bailey 


THE  MSN'S  SMOKING  ROOM 
BY 

The  Women 

The  smoking  room,  the  smoking  room, 
Oh,  how  you  men  abuse  it. 
The  dingy,  smoky  smoking  room, 
You  don't  know  how  to  use  it* 

You  need  some  pictures  on  the  walls. 
Some  rugs  upon  the  floors, 
Some  curtains  to  conceal  the  bars 
And  mottoes  on  the  doors* 

A  fan  or  two,  some  germicide 
To  keep  you  all  from  choking, 
And,  just  to  keep  it  fresh  and  neat- 
A  sign  that  says  MN0  SMOKING". 


********************* 


MAKE  YOUR  MAY  BASKET 
A    DONATION    TO  CARE 


********************* 


BRANCH  PROFILES 
TRAILBLAZING  IN  THE  COMMJNITY 

Situated  in  the  midst  of  one  of  Dor- 
chester's busiest  shopping  centers  and 
largest  residential  areas,  Codman  Square 
oaters  to  many  and  various  types  of 
people.    For  many  years  this  has  been  one 
of  the  largest  branohes  in  the  system, 
both  in  daily  circulation  and  in  the 
reference  work  demanded  by  the  many  full 
time  students  of  all  ages  living  in  the 
neighborhood,    Reoent  months  have  brought 
to  the  Branch  more  and  more  requests  and 
opportunities  for  still  further  expansion 
of  services  to  meet  the  needs  of  adults 
who  are  seeking  lifelong  informal  educa- 
tion, either  as  individuals  or  as  members 
of  various  groups.    However,  believing 
firmly  in  the  prinoiple  that  service  to 
the  public  should  extend  beyond  the  li- 
brary  walls,  the  Eranch  has  tried  to 
reaoh  out  into  the  community  and  make  its 
presenoe  felt  in  various  ways. 

Che  of  the  services  from  which  staff 
members  derive  muoh  satisfaction  is  the 
bi-monthly  delivery  of  books  to  some  of  I 
the  many  nursing  homes  in  the  area.  Books 
are  also  brought  to  the  homes  of  other 
good  borrowers  who  are  incapacitated  and 
unable  to  reaoh  the  library  themselves* 
A  seoond  pleasurable,  individual  service 
is  the  monthly  posting  at  Girls'  Latin 
Sohool  and  Dorchester  H  igh  School  of 
annotated  lists  of  new  adult  acquisitions 
for  the  benefit  of  teachers  -  along  with 
oopies  of  the  B.P.  L.  ffiews  for  each  teacher 
and  any  special  lists  originating  from  the 
Central  Library. 

Since  Codman  Square  is  a  neighborhood 
rich  in  well-attended  churches,  it  is 
quite  natural  that  the  branch  is  oalled 
upon  to  serve  and  cooperate  with  ohurch 
groups  in  many  divers  ways.  Undoubtedly, 
the  most  tasty  of  these  dr.eefche  luncheon 
dates  enjoyed  by  our  staff  members  when- 
ever Second  Church  in  Dorchester,  aoross 
the  square,  "puts  on  a  spread,"  Study 
groups  from  that  church  and  several  other 
Protestant  ones  in  the  area  freely  call 
upon  the  Branch  to  put  up  special  displays 
of  books  which  they  are  currently  using. 
Recently,  the  Adults' slabrarian  was  also 
asked  to  address  the  Women's  Sooiety  of 
Christian  Service,  Greenwood  Memorial 
Ms  t  hod  is  t  Churoh,  on  the  many  services 
whioh  the  Boston  Public  Library  stands 


willing  to  perform 

In  1958,  w  hen  the  City  Planning  Board 
sought  first  to  encourage  citizens  liv- 
ing in  the  section  of  Dorchester  lying 
between  Codman  Square  and  Mr,  Bowdoin  to 
form  an  organization  designed  to  assist 
in  urban  renewal  of  the  type  whioh  pre- 
vents the  spread  of  blight,  the  Library 
v(as  asked  to  cooperate.    Thus,  when  the 
Mt.  Bowdoin- Codman  ACTION  Association 
aame  into  being,  the  Adults  Librarian  at 
Qodman  Square  emerged  as  Secretary  of 
tlhat  group.     In  that  capacity  she  has  con- 
tinued from  July,  1958  to  date  -  and 
^earned  muoh  about  the  inner  workings  of 
many  oity  departments  and  the  kinds  of 
snags  whioh  citizen  groups  encounter  in 
their  development. 

Both  the  Branch  Librarian  and  the  Adults 
Librarian  are  deeply  involved  these  days 
in  the  activities  of  the  Dorchester 
Neighborhood  Council,  too.    Unlike  some 
neighborhood  councils,  our  group  is  ac- 
tually an  inter-agenoy  council  made  up 
of  professionals  from  social  servioe, 
educational  and  welfare  organizations 
throughout  Dorchester,    Bere  the  Branch 
Librarian  is  currently  serving  as  Program 
Chairman  and  member  of  the  Executive  Com  ~ 
mittee;  while  the  Adults  Librarian  is 
Treasurer  of  the  Council,    Throughout  1958- 
1959,  Executive  Committee  meetings  have 
been  held  monthly  at  the  Branch,    3h  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  whole  group  in 
February,  there  was  an  illuminating  pre- 
sentation of  library  servioes  to  various 
age  groups  by  Mrs*  Miriel  C,  Javelin  and 
Miss  Pauline  Winnick  (proof  of  Codman 1 
Square 's  beneficent  influence  over  the 
Counoili)     By  way  of  these  meetings,  our 
staff  has  oome  into  olose  oontaot  with 
many  Dorohester  leaders  and  acquired 
muoh  useful  knowledge  of  the  community  and 
its  most  vital  problems* 

Within  reoent  months,  there  has  gradually 
evolved  a  most  important  organization  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Community, 
This  is  the  Dorchester  Mental  Bealth 
Center  Association  which  was  formally  in- 
augurated on  May  4,  1959,    Since  one  of 
the  first  aims  of  this  organization  is 
the  establishment  of  a  child  guidanoe  cen- 
ter, whioh  is  one  of  Dorohester 's  greatest 
needs,  Codman  Square  Branch  is  deeply  con- 
oerned  with  helping  to  further  the  work 
of  this  organization.    Its  inaugural  meet-, 
ing  found  four  staff  members  -  The  Bra  no  h 
Librarian,  the  Adults  Librarian,  the 
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Childrens  librarian  and  the  Y  oung  Adults  |j 
Worker  enrolled  as  charter  members  of  the  I 
association* 

A  oommunity  survey  made  of  the  neighbor- 
hood by  the  Branoh  in  1958  revealed  dear- 
ly what  staff  members  had  long  suspected; 
namely,  that,  although  Codman  Square 
possesses  much  group  activity,  very  few 
groups  exist  for  purely  cultural  pur- 
poses and  none  treat  of  family-education 
as  such.    To  do  their  part  toward  remedy- 
ing these  defects,  Codman  Square  initiated 
two  groups  of  its  own  during  1958.  These 
are  a  Mothers '  Group  led  by  a  staff  mem- 
ber of  the  Family  Servioe  Association 
of  Greater  Boston  and  an  Adult  Book  Dis- 
cussion Group,  led  by  the  librarian  and 
the  Adults  Librarian, 

Cur  Mothers  1  Group  is  now  in  its  second 
successful  year.    Its  meetings  are  held 
during  pre-school  story  hour  on  alternate 
Friday  mornings.    Attendance  has  been 
relatively  small  but  steady.    Plans  are 
in  the  pot  for  increasing  membership  next 
year  by,  possibly,  inviting  mothers  of 
older  children  to  join. 

During  1958  and  1959,  the  adult  book 
discussion  group  has  talked  long  and 
loudly  -  about  ourrent  novels  from  The 
last  angry  man  to  The  ugly  American. 
Attendance  at  this  group  has  ranged  from 
20  to  33,  with  25  members  as  an  average. 
Meetings  have  been  held  monthly  sinoe 
last  October.    An  extra  fillip  w  as  given 
these  meetings  by  the  appearance  of  four 
members,  plus  the  Branch  Librarian,  on  a 
radio  program  on  station  WHJR,  demonstra- 
ting their  skill  in  book  discussing.  We 
expeot  that  this  group  will  go  on  to  an 
even  more  flourishing  year.    Sinoe  it  has 
now  ensnared  a  real,  live  and  blooming 
poet,  future  developments  are  potentially 
unlimited. 

Codman  Square,  you  see,  is  not  content 
with  merely  serving  those  who  seek 
knowledge  in  formal  ways.    We  think  in- 
formal education  is  our  business  as  well 
a  big  and  ever-growing  business  J 

BRANCH  NOTES 

Open  House  At  South  End 

On  Wednesday,  May  6,  the  branch  library 
was  host  to  neighborhood  organizations 
participating  in  the  annual  awards  given 


to  local  contestants  in  a  poster  com- 
petition.   The  competition  is  city  wide 
in  oooperation  with  the  Mayor's  Clean-Up 
Campaign,  and  students  from  all  over  the 
city  oompete  and  have  their  work  judged  at 
Baacon  Street. 

The  posters  exhibited  at  South  End  were 
done  by  local  students  and  represented  the 
work  done  in  three  grammar  and  two  high 
schools,  only  one  of  which  is  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.    IBIne  book  prizes 
were  awarded  by  Elizabeth  M.  Gordon.  The 
judges  included,  besides  Miss  Gordon, 
Florence  Connolly  from  Fine  Arts  and  Thomas 
Manning  from  the  Exhibits  Office. 

Miss  Loughlin  from  the  Art  Department  of 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  and  Miss  Gordon 
from  the  library  spoke  on  the  value  of 
the  poster  competition  and  the  cooperation 
between  school  and  library.    Other  short 
speeches  from  neighborhood  association 
members  concluded  the  program.    Pamoh  and 
cookies  were  served. 


Among  those  planning  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  young  adults  on  Monday  night,  May  18, 
is  a  Nigerian  student  who  was  in  Boston 
only  three  days  when  he  arrived  at  the 
South  End  library  to  "enroll".    He  is  in- 
terested in  hearing  the  books  reviewed 
and  will  talk  a  bit  about  his  education 
in  Higeria.    He  plans  to  study  at  Boston 
University.   . 


MISSISSIPPI  BAWL 

Anyone  hearing  a  faint  bawl  with  a 
drawl  drifting  northward  on  May  6  will 
be  pleased  to  know  it  was  Karen  Ann 
Cariani,  daughter  of  Vanda  and  Gates  (late 
of  C.C.&  M.S.  not  to  mention  Sci~  &  lech.) 
announcing  her  6  lb.  15  Oz.  arrival.  The 
Cariani's,  now  a  family  of  four,  will 
miss  the  olambake  on  June  17th,  but  are 
heading  north  at  the  end  of  July. 


SOUTH  SHORE  COMMUTER'S  CLUB 
Louis  Rains,  Sci  &  lech 
Have  car  -  live  Weymouth 
Irregular  schedule 
Call  ext.  303  -  in  emergency 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  aooompanied  by  the  full  nan©  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Off ioe  In  which  he 
or  she  is  employed,     3he  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests* 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  ar tides  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


Dear  Soapbox: 

In  the  April  issue  of  the  Question  Mark 
a  soapbox  correspondent  complained  that 
Station  WGBH-TV  (Channel  2)  overlooked 
National  Library  Week  while  giving 
special  attention  to  United  States  - 
Cc ,"*de  Trade  Week.    The  letter  asked 

lave  we  fallen  down  in  our  oontaots. .  •  ?" 
and  suggests  "Perhaps  we  oould  have  worked, 
in  a  program.  ' 

Speaking  for  the  Information  Offioe  and 
also    as  Chairman  of  the  B.PeL.*s  Pub- 
licity Committee  for  Sat ional  Library 
Week,  I  can  give  assurance  that  we  have 
net  fallen  down  in  our  relations  with 
WGBH-TY.    During  and  prior  to  National 
Library  Week,  Channel  2  reoeived  all  news 


releases  and  spot  announcements  which  were 
sent  to  other  stations*    A  speoial  re- 
quest was  made  to  have  Library  speakers 
appear  on  the  "City  in  Crisis    series  and 
on  Louis  Lyons  "Backgrounds"  program.  We 
were  assured  that  every  effort  would  be 
nade  to  "work  in"  a  mention  of  National 
Library  Week  on  Mr*  Lyons1  programs a  and, 
if  possible,  on  Dr.  Duhamel's  program. 
Mr.  Lyons  did  serve  on  the  Speakers*  Com- 
mittee of  the  Massachusetts  Committee  for 
National  Library  Week.    Dr.  Duhamel  had 
served  last  year  on  the  Program  Committee 
but  was  unable  to  serve  this  year. 

WGBH  made  it  clear  to  us  that  it  is 
their  policy  not  to  broadoast  "plugs"  or 
promotions  for  any  event  or  organization, 
inoluding  sponsoring  agencies.  There- 
fore, "plugs"  for  NLW  or  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library  were  noticeably  lacking. 

That  WGBH-TV  should  have  featured  U.S.- 
Canada Trade  Week  rather  than  national 
Library  Week  was  disappointing  but  not 
entirely  illogical.    One  of  the  members 
of  the  Lowell  Institute  Broadcasting 
Council,  Boston  College,  was  a  co-sponsor, 
with  the  Boston  Globe,  of  the  Trade  Week 
affair.    The  ohief  Trade  Week  program  on 
the  station  was  a  half -hour  eduoational 
program  sponsored  by  Boston  College* 

This  does  not  mean  that  we  are  to  be 
denied  TV  time  on  Channel  2  unless  we  be- 
come a  sponsoring  agency,  (Membership 
would  be  a  good  idea  if  the  money  were 
available.)    Cur  information  from  WGBH  is 
that  they  will  consider  broadoasting  any 
program  offered  by  the  B.P.L.  "as  a  guest 
|of  a  member  institution".    We  are  advised, 
however,  that  preparations  for  suoh  a 
program  must  be  well-developed  at  least 
two  months  in  advanoe  of  the  proposed 
broadoast  date. 

HELEN  H.  SEVAGIAN 


COMMITTEES  (continued  from  last  month) 
'Program 

Wnu  Callahan ,Cba.., Central  Charging  Records 
Bob  Bailey,  Central  Charging  Records 
Harold  Brackett, Division  Office,HJR. — CJS. 
Women Ts  House  Committee 
Plorenoe  Connolly,  Chairman    Fine  Arts 
Akiko  Yamagawa,  Cat.  &  Clasa.,  R. — R.S. 
Margaret  Bitler,  Audio-Visual 
Prances  O^re,  Accounting 
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YOU  HAVE  A  DATE 
On  Thursday,  June  11,  at  U  p.m.  in  Lenox 

at  the 

MASSACHUSETTS  STAFF  ORGANIZATIONS  ROUND  TABLE 

SORT  YOUR  STAFF  is  the  subject  and  the  two  sides,  that  of  the 
administration  and  that  of  the  general  library  staff  will  be 
discussed. 

Ervin  J.  Gaines ,  Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel) 
Boston  Public  Library  will  present: 

"ADMINISTRATIVE  VIEWS  ON  STAFF  ASSOCIATIONS" 
and  Arlene  Kauplis,  General  and  Humanities  Librarian, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  will  talk  on: 

"THE  STAFF  MEMBER  LOOKS  AT  ASSOCIATIONS" 
The  program  is  sponsored  by  the  Staff  Associations  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library  and 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  as  part  of  the 
Spring  conference  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Association, 

SEE  YOU  THERE 


PICNIC 


CHCWDER  CHATTER  AND  MARCHING  SOCIETY 

June  17,  1959 
(Approximately) 

DUXBURY  BEACH 

A  DAY  OF  BEACHY  FUN  AND  FROLIC 
BY  THE  SEA 

ADULTS  $1.75 
(children  thrown  in  free) 

ALL  THE  BEER  YOU  CAN  DRINX 


FREE  SWIMMING  AND  CHA -CHA-CHA  IESSONS 

HOT  DOGS,  S  TEAMED  CLAMS.  "OF T  DR INKS 
AND  ASSORTED  INDICES TIBLES 
FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  CALL 


PAYMENT  ON  CR  BEFORE  JUNE  10 


(up  to  16  ozs.) 


WE6-1234 


to 


LOUIS  RAINS 
RICHARD  WATERS 


SCIENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY 
SCIENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY 


NO  REFUNDS 


LOST  CHILDREN  REMAIN 
THE  PROPERTY  OF  THEIR 
PARENTS 


THE  EQSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

STATF  ASSOCIATION 


THE    QUESTION  MARK 
Published  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 
Volume  XIV    Number  6        June  1959 


Publications  Committee:    Thomas  F.  Gaines,  Marjorie  Groves,  Emilia  Lange, 

Frank  La  vine ,  Mary  V.  Sheehan,  I.  Roger  Stevens, 
Cartoonist,  Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 


In  Oakland,  California  there  is  a  little  waterfront  shack 
called  the  Last  Chance  Saloon.    This  remarkable  establishment 
has  actively  endured  despite  the  progress  of  modern  times  and 
now  stands  as  an  anachronism  beside  the  elaborately  antiqued 
wharf  side  restaurants.    But  in  the  days  when  Jack  London  signed 
on  for  sea  duty,  he  and  his  mates  told  their  raucous  tales  to  the 
father  of  the  present  owner-barman  as  they  quaffed  their  farewell 
ale  before  sailing  off  to  months  of  isolation  from  homeland  events. 

If  the  analogy  is  obscure,  it  is  only  that  we  are  already 
infected  with  vacation -it is ,  but  QM  considers  this  a  sort  of  Last 
Chance  Issue  before  we  all  scatter  to  our  various  summer  retreats. 
Our  tales  may  not  be  raucous,  yet  we  do  detect  a  rather  low  pro- 
portion of  professionalism  compared  to  a  high  degree  of  vaca- 
tionalism  as  we  indulge  some  flights  of  fancy.    We  also  note  a 
few  left-over  items  toward  which  we  direct  what  we  hope  to  be 
a  last  gasp  of  hot-weather  temper. 

Among  these  issues  are  two  old  buddies  which,  like  death 
and  taxes,  seem  to  be  always  with  us.    First:    Where  are  the 
appointments  for  chiefs  of  those  three  busy  departments  -which 
have  been  operating  too  long  on  a  pro  tern  basis?   As  we  under- 
stand it,  there  are  qualified  candidates  on  the  waiting  list 
for  all  three. 

Second:    With  the  Mayor's  raise  about  to  be  passed  in  one 
amount  or  another,  may  we  not  be  assured  by  our  own  administra- 
tors that  we  will  receive  it  in  its  intended  "cost  of  living" 
form  rather  than  continue  with  the  anxiety  of  suspecting  a 
special  'BPL  formula'  distribution  which  would  bear  no  relation 
to  the  equal  prices  of  coffee,  tea  and  milk? 

These  matters  settled,  we  could  benignly  drain  the  last 
glass  and  slip  off  to  our  favorite  haunts  for  a  peaceful 
summer.    QM  would  happily  trade  in  its  old  suit  of  armor  for 
a  brand  new  bikini  in  order  to  give  the  next  two  issues  an 
appropriately  lazy,  sun-drenched  look. 


Publication  Date: 
The  fifteenth  of  each  month 


Deadline  for  submitting  material: 
The  tenth  of  each  month 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


ACTIVITIES  UNLIMITED 


The  end  of  the  school  year  has  given  many 
of  us  a  much  need  "breather"  in  -which  to 
catch  up  with  the  odd  jobs  that  tend  to  be 
neglected  during  a  busy  season,  or  just  to 
be  able  calmly  to  prepare  for  the  next 
onrush  of  summer  visitors ,  students  and 
busy  general  readers.    The  quiet  in  Bates 
Hall  seems  more  extreme  than  in  most  spring 
seasons —perhaps  because  the  end-of-term 
rush  of  students  coincided  with  a  newspaper 
puzzle  contest,  so  that  many  of  us  were 
nearly  tearing  our  hair  before  it  ended. 
The  contrast  now  is  almost  unbelievable . 

This  quiet  seems  to  have  settled  over 
Library  affairs  in  general,  and  to  have 
left  many  of  us  who  are  not  otherwise  pre- 
occupied in  a  state  of  suspended  animation. 
We  wait  for  news  of  the  raise  for  city  em- 
ployees promised  by  the  Mayor,  and  indulge 
in  lively  conjecture  as  to  how  (when  it 
comes)  it  will  be  distributed.    The  Execu- 
tive Board  has  written  a  letter  to  the 
Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel),  ex- 
pressing its  opinion  that  this  proposed 
raise  is  intended  as  a  cost-of-living  in- 
crease, that  it  should  be  distributed 
equally  to  everyone,  and  asking  whether  any 
other  action  is  contemplated,,    We  must 
realize  of  course  that  there  is  a  quite 
satisfactory  salary  grid  in  its  initial 
stages  of  operation  in  this  Library,  and 
that  using  money  to  put  people  closer  to 
their  proper  places  on  the  grid  would  have 
advantages.    Let  us  wait  and  see  what  plan 
is  forthcoming,  and  look  at  the  problem  in 
all  its  aspects  before  anyone  of  us  sets 
his  mind  on  a  particular  amount  or  type  of 
raise  • 

To  all  who  are  gor.ng  to  A.L.A.  we  wish 
a  pleasant  and  worthwhile  week — and  hope 
you  come  back  to  Boston    ^imful  of  new 
ideas  and  enthusiasm. 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 
President 


This  month  QM  has  chosen  for  its  pro- 
files three  of  the  Library's  most  popu- 
lar and  talented  people. 

Ed  Munro.    (Patent  Room)  and  his  wife 
Aletha  (Music),     well-known  for  their 
beautiful  voices,  maintain  a  "whirlwind" 
schedule.    Their  musical  careers  are 
progressing  by  means  of  guest  appear- 
ances with  orchestral  societies,  ora- 
torio singing  and  presentations  of  their 
own  concerts.    In  addition  both  have 
regular  positions  in  Boston  churches. 
A  notable  achievement  was  Ed's  perform- 
ance as  soloist  in  the  Handel  and  Hay- 
den's  1958  presentations  of  the  MESSIAH 
at  Symphony  Hall. 

Both  Ed  and  Aletha  enjoy  fishing  and 
camping  out,  and  Ed  carries  on  a  large 
correspondence  with  "all  kinds  of  peo- 
ple" connected  with  fishing.    Ed's  other 
interests  vary  from  record  collecting  to 
pencil  sketching  and  furniture  refinish- 
ing.    Aletha 's  hobbies  include  almost 
any  kind  of  handicraft.    She  specializes 
in  designing  and  making  clothes,  interi- 
or decorating,  and  painting. 

*■ 

Another  musical  couple,  familiar  to 
many  in  the  BPL,  are  the  Maurice  Car- 
bonneaus.    Maurice  (also  of  the  Patent 
Room)  is  an  active  member  of  an  opera 
group  and  sings  in  churches  and  temples. 
Da  addition  he  and  his  wife,  Gay,  give 
concerts  and  entertain  private  groups. 
Maurice's  favorite  hobby  is  gardening, 
but  handball  and  tennis  are  close  run- 
ners -up. 

Maurice  and  the  Munros    have  been 
regular  members  of  the  Christmas  Carol- 
ers and  both  couples  have  been  popular 
entertainers  at  Chowder,  Chatter  and 
Marching  Society  Affairs. 


GREETINGS    to  A.  L.  A.  Conventioners 

from 

Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 
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A  memorable  event,  our  first  Massachu- 
setts Staff  Organizations  Round  Table 
Meeting!    On  the  afternoon  of  June  11,  at 
Lenox,  Massachusetts,  sixty  to  seventy 
enthusiastic  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Association  gathered  for  the  pro- 
gram sponsored  by  the  staff  associations 
of  the  Boston  Public,  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  and  Worcester  Free 
Public  Libraries.    To  a  man,  the  audience 
declared  that  it  gots  its  money's  worth 
as  our  speakers  set  forth  in  glowing  terms 
the  values  of  staff  organizations.  Speak- 
ing for  the  staff  member,  Arlene  Kupis, 
General  and  Humanities  Librarian,  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology,  revealed 
what  staff  associations  have  accomplished 
at  M.I.T.  and  else#iere.    Erviii  J.  Gaines, 
Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel),  Boston 
Public  Library,  made  all  of  us  from  Boston 
extremely  proud  to  have  him  on  our  staff 
as  he  brought  forth  important  criteria  for 
good  organizations  from  the  administrative 
point  of  view. 

What  can  such  an  organization  as  ours  do 
for  the  individual  staff  member?    Its  so- 
cial functions  go  unquestioned,  as  Miss 
Kupis  pointed  out.    These  include  provid- 
ing a  place  for  exchange  of  opinions  and 
for  orientation  of  the  newcomer.    The  staff 
organization  is,  next,  a  means  of  communi- 
cation between  administration  and  staff. 
It  helps  to  develop  the  individual  staff 
member  in  many  ways.    Miss  Kupis  spent 
much  time  explaining  this  most  important 
educational  function  of  the  staff  associa- 
tion, showing  how  it  can  improve  profes- 
sional standards  and,  therefore,  make  for 
more  effective  library  service.    As  she 
stated,  it  is  vital  for  every  staff  member 
to  know  the  community  which  his  library 
serves.    Here  is  another  way  in  which  a 
staff  organization  helps.    Finally  our  or- 
ganizations serve  as  a  link  between  the 
individual  and  both  state  and  national 
professional  library  organizations. 

Following  Miss  Kupis' s  summary  of  the 
functions  and  accomplishments  of  staff 
associations,  Mr.  Gaines  caused  the  audi- 
ence to  re-examine  their  concept  of  a 
staff  organization.    Such  a  group  should, 
he  said,  have  three  main  areas  of  concern: 
1.  Employee-management  relations,  includ- 
ing hours  of  work*  salaries,  working  con- 
ditions, etc.;  2.  Professional  development 
of  the  individual;  and  3.  Public  Service, 
with  an  emphasis  on  public  relations — par- 
ticularly where  the  library  lacks  finances 


to  work  on  this  matter  from  a  special 
office.    Mr.  Gaines  emphasized  the  fact 
that  to  be  critical  of  administrative 
functioning  is  not  enough.    The  effective 
staff  organization  must  be  creative. 

To  operate  creatively,  the  organization 
must,  of  course,  first  have  the  good  will 
of  the  administration.    A  sympathetic 
administration  will  use  the  organization 
to  know  its  people  better.    It  will  also 
look  to  the  organization  to  call  its  at- 
tention to  matters  which  it  may  have 
overlooked.    It  will  expect  the  organiza- 
tion to  keep  its  ear  to  the  ground  for 
news  of  events  that  administrators  might 
not  otherwise  hear  about.    It  will  also 
expect  the  organization  to  offer  positive 
advice  upon  improving  conditions. 

As  Mr.  Gaines  went  on  to  say,  a  good 
organization  should  attempt  to  fulfill 
the  following  obligations : 

1.  Utilize  the  natural  leaders  among 

the  staff 

2.  Conduct  itself  democratically  at  all 

times 

3.  Keep  its  own  members  informed  of  all 

its  activities 
U.  Take  care  of  new  staff  members 
$•  Try  to  create  librarians  out  of 

part-timers 

6.  Participate  in  many  activities — from 

fund-raising  to  establishment  of 
scholarships 

7.  Be  willing  to  give  some  of  its  own, 

in  addition  to  library  time,  for 
its  projects 

8.  Put  out  some  sort  of  publication  to 

keep  members  aware  of  library 
activities 
9%  Find  facts  concerning  grievances  and 
set  forth  these  facts 

10.  Be  tenacious  about  issues  on  which 

it  holds  strong  beliefs. 

11.  Set  the  tone  of  the  library  (espe- 

cially important  to  set  an  example 
for  new  staff  members) 

12.  Enhance  the  reputation  of  the  li- 

brary at  all  times. 
Any  organization  which  adheres  to  these 
criteria  will  undoubtedly,  Mr.  Gaines 
concluded,  win  and  keep  the  hearty  sup- 
port of  its  administration. 

As  chairman  of  the  program  for  the  day, 
Albert  DeCaprio  of  the  Worcester  Free 
Public  Library  invited  questions  from  the 
floor  after  the  speakers.    A  lively  dis- 
cussion ensued,  with  questions  ranging 
from  "How  many  staff  associations  do  we 
have  in  Massachusetts?"  to  "What  ever 
happened  to  the  old,  courageous  library 


associations  who  fought  for  better  sala- 
ries?"   All  in  all,  the  meeting  seemed  to 
reveal  a  tremendous  interest  in  staff 
associations  on  the  part  of  many  Massa- 
chusetts librarians.    May  we  have  more  of 
such  co-operative  endeavors  with  such  ex- 
cellent librarians  as  those  with  whom  we 
have  been  working  from  Worcester  and 
M.I.T.I 

SLA  CONVENTION 

The  50th  annual  convention  of  the  Spe- 
cial Libraries  Association  opened  at  the 
Chalf  onte-Haddon  Hall  in  Atlantic  City  on 
May  31,  19$9.    At  U:00  p.m.  a  tea  was 
given  for  charter  members,  SLA  presidents 
and  first  conventioners.    The  histrionic 
talents  of  the  three  host  chapters  were 
displayed  on  Sunday  night  in  "SLA  Jubi- 
lee" ,  a  hilarious  presentation  of  past 
conven  tion  f estiv  it ies • 

The  first  general  session  on  Monday 
morning  was  highlighted  by  a  fine  address 
by  Hon.  Robert  B.  Meyner,  Governor  of  New 
Jersey.    The  newly  elected  members  of 
SLA's  Hall  of  Fame  were  honored  at  a 
luncheon.    Two  charter  members,  Guy  E, 
Marion  and  Dr.  John  A.  Lapp,  were  special 
guests  of  the  association  as  founders  of 
the  organization  in  Bretton  Woods  in  1909. 
In  the  afternoon,  divisional  meetings 
were  held.    On  Tuesday  morning  a  general 
session  on  Work  Standards  was  moderated 
by  Sam  Sass  and  that  afternoon  an  All  Di- 
visions Round  Table  discussed  subjects  of 
special  interest  to  the  groups  involved. 

The  annual  business  meeting  was  held  on 
Wednesday  morning  and  that  afternoon,  a 
general  session  on  "Planning,  a  prelude 
to  progress".    The  various  divisions  held 
breakfast,  luncheon  and  dinner  meetings 
throughout  the  convention  on  matters  of 
particular  interest  to  their  members. 
Several  divisions  sponsored  a  Book-Author 
luncheon  on  Tuesday  with  Leonard  Falkner, 
author  of  FORGE  OF  LIBERTY  as  the  speaker. 

At  the  Golden  Jubilee  Banquet  on  Wednes- 
day night  a  huge  birthday  cake  was  placed 
on  the  head  table  and  as  the  toastmaster 
read  off  the  chapter  names,  Margaret 
Fuller,  national  president,  lighted  a 
candle  and  waitresses  put  smaller  birth- 
day cakes  on  each  table.    Boston  Chapter, 
as  the  oldest  organized  group,  was  an- 
nounced first.    August  Heckscher,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Twentieth  Century  Fund,  spoke 
eloquently  on  Books  in  Today's  World. 
Following  his  talk,  awards  were  given  to 
Rio  Grande  and  Southern  California  Chap- 
ters for  recruitment  efforts  and  to  Rio 


j  Grande  for  the  greatest  increase  in  mem- 
bership for  the  year. 

Philadelphia  Day  was  observed  on  Thurs- 
day with  Divisional  tours  to  that  city, 
except  for  the  Science-Technology  Division 
which  held  a  documentation  program. 

Representatives  from  library  organiza- 
tions from  all  over  the  world  were  present 
to  celebrate  the  golden  anniversary  and 
messages  from  President  Eisenhower  and 
other  important  dignitaries  were  received 
by  the  Association.    The  fiftieth  anni- 
versary convention  was  a  stimulating  be- 
ginning to  a  new  half  century  of  progress 
and  growth. 

GRACE  M.  MARVIN 

MARY  U.  NICHOLS  AWARDS 

The  11th  Annual  Award  of  the  Mary  U. 
Nichols  Book  Prizes  was  made  at  the  North 
End  Branch  Library  on  Thursday  evening, -May 
21.    Milton  E.  Lord,  Director,  awarded  the 
coveted  book  prizes,  handsomely  bound, 
each  bearing  a  book  plate  designed  by 
Arthur  W.  Heintzelman,  Keeper  of  Prints, 
and  worthy  of  being  handed  down  in  the 
family  of  the  winners.    Mr.  Lord  congra- 
tulated Nicholas  DiMasi  and  Arlene 
Brigida ,  this  year's  winners  of  the  prizes 
"awarded  annually  to  the  North  End  boy  and 
to  the  North  End  girl  t4io  in  their  senior 
year  at  a  North  End  high  school  have  ex- 
celled in  their  English  studies." 

The  principal  address  of  the  evening  was 
given  by  Pietro  Belluschi,  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Architecture  and  Planning  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  He 
spoke  on  The  Aristocracy  of  the  Individual. 

Father  Wilfrid  T.  Bouvier  S.  J.  of  St. 
Mary's  Church  represented  the  community. 

Robert  Castagnola  served  as  an  able  pro- 
gram chairman.    Students  from  Christopher 
Columbus  and  the  Julie  Billiart  High 
Schools  furnished  the  musical  portion  of 
the  evening. 

A  social  hour  followed  the  formal  pro- 
gram of  the  evening,  at  which  members  of 
the  North  End  staff  and  of  the  Young  Adult 
Council  served  as  hostesses.    Pourers  were 
Mrs  Elizabeth  L.  Wright  and  ICLss  Jennie 
Penta • 

This  event,  which  is  always  a  highlight 
of  the  year's  activities  at  North  End 
Branch  Library,  was  attended  by  approxi- 
mately two  hundred. 

Mary  U.  Nichols,  in  whose  memory  these 
prizes  are  awarded,  served  as  Branch 
Librarian  from  19U1  until  her  untimely 
death  in  19U9. 


WELCOME  STRANGER! 

The  Boston  Arts  Festival  is  nearly  over, 
other  festivals  are  beginning,  summer 
theatres  are  opening,  and  starlit  sym- 
phonies are  just  around  the  corner.  We 
are  fortunate  in  Boston  to  have  such  a 
wealth  of  summer  cultural  activity  within 
such  an  accessible  radius.    In  the  metro- 
politan area  we  have  the  esplanade  con- 
certs in  July,  one  summer  theatre  troup 
operating  at  the  Charles  Theatre,  and 
another  at  the  new  Arts  Center  on  Soldiers 
Field  Road.    It  is  only  a  brief  drive  to 
the  tent  theatres  in  Beverly,  Cohasset  or 
Framingham,  and  an  easy  bus  ride  to 
Fellesley  College  campus  where  Group  20 
presents  a  varied  season  in  the  outdoor 
Greek  amphitheatre.    With  the  completion 
of  the  new  highways ,  even  the  Cape  play- 
houses are  an  easy  mark  for  auto-owners. 

These  attractions  make  summer  here  a 
pleasure  for  us,  and  combined  with  the 
abundance  of  historical  landmarks  they 
draw  tourists  from  all  over  the  country 
and  the  world. 

It  is  about  these  tourists  that  QM  wish- 
es to  speak.    Those  of  us  who  have  visited 
other  cities  know  that  the  pleasure  of 
our  stay  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon 
the  contacts  we  have  with  those  who  live 
and  work  there.    Bostonians  "abroad"  tend 


to  expect  recognition.  (If  by  chance  one 
sentence  does  not  give  the  secret  away, 
one  can  always  fall  back  on  a  recitation 
of  the  jay-T/valker's  creed.)    Many  people 
of  the  South  and  West  do  actually  see  an 
imaginary  laurel  wreath  hovering  over 
visitors  from  this  venerable  city.  We, 
on  the  other  hand,  tend  to  condescend  a 
bit  toward  those  #10,  having  the  misfor- 
tune to  reside  elsewhere,  must  visit 
Boston  in  their  spare  time.    After  all, 
Southerners  are  not  Yankees...  and  even 
that  lovely  city  San  Francisco  somehow 
erred  in  locating  itself  on  the  "wrong" 
side  of  the  continent. 

BPLers  have  a  unique  opportunity  to 
help  build  warm  tourist  relations •  Hun- 
dreds of  visitors  wander  through  the 
library  every  summer,  they  are  easy  to 
spot  from  the  upward  tilt  of  the  chin  to 
the  downvard  hang  of  the  camera.  Most 
such  casual  visitors  hesitate  to  disturb 
librarians  without  a  specific  request, 
but  appreciate  the  friendly  contact  we 
could  so  easily  give.    Each  of  us  as 
Bostonians  is  able  to  enhance  the  pleas- 
ure of  a  stranger  by  recommending  a 
special  area  of  sightseeing,  entertain- 
ment or  good  eating,  or  simply  by  offer- 
ing a  warm  "Welcome,  Stranger!" 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 

New  Employees 

Rosemary  Bertolino,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication, R  and  RS 

Winifred  B.  Clark,  Division  Office,  R  and 
RS 

Charles  Collins,  Book  Stack  Service,  for- 
merly part-time  at  Faneuil 

Marjorie  Cutter,  North  End 

Barbara  Doran,  Faneuil,  formerly  part-time 

Inez  R.  Jacobs,  Central  Charging  Records 

Joyce  Kearney,  Information  Office,  former- 
ly part-time 

Virginia  Ljjna,  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion, R  and  RS 

Marjorie  McCabe,  Mattapan,  formerly  part- 
time  at  North  End 

John  A.  Phynney,  Cataloging  and  Classifi- 
cation, R  and  RS,  formerly  part-time  at 
West  End 

Carolyn  Rose,  Division  Office,  R  and  RS 

Joan  Tractman,  Roslindale 

Rebecca  Watson,  Director's  Office,  former- 
ly part-time  in  Division  Office,  HR 
and  CS 

Resignations 

Robert  Lo  Sennott,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 
accept  another  position 

Richard  P.  Curnmings,  Book  Purchasing,  to 
accept  another  ifjpsiticm 

Magnhild  Nbrstog,  u'phams  Corner,  to  be 
married  and  move  to  Springfield,  Ohio 

Geraldine  Biezart,  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords, to  accept  another  position 

Retirements 

Elizabeth  M.  Kernachan,  Hyde  Park 
Transfers 

Julia  A.  McGrath,  Brighton  to  Mt.  Bowdoin 
Evelyn  G.  Isaacs,  Mt.  Bowdoin  to  Personnel 
Office 

Susan  R.  Smith,  Parker  Hill  to  Mt.  Bowdoin 
Bertha  Streeter,  Egleston  Square  to  North 
End 

Nanella  Warren,  Roslindale  to  Parker  Hill 
Marriages 

Rose  Eo  Stinson,  Roslindale,  to  Jerold  J. 
Zuckerman,  June  k»  1959 


NEW  BOOKS  ADDED  TO  STAFF  LIBRARY 
Library  Science 

Asheim,  Lester,  ed. 

New  directions  in  public  library  devel- 
opment.   Chicago,  Graduate  Library 
School,  university  of  Chicago,  1957 

Dahl,  Svend 

History  of  the  book.    New  York,  Scare- 
crow Press,  1958 

Illinois.    University.    Library  School. 
The  nature  and  development  of  -the  li- 
brary  collection.    Champaign,  111., 
Distributed  by  Illini  Union  Bookstore, 
1957 

Institute  on  Public  Library  Architecture , 

University  of  Southern  California,  1957. 
A  living  library.    Los  Angeles,  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  California  Press,  1957 

Jackson,  William  Va 

Studies  in  library  resources.  Cham- 
paign, 111.,  Distributed  by  the  Illini 
Bookstore,  1958 

Powell,  Lawrence  C. 
A  passion  for  books.    Cleveland,  World 
Pub.  Co.,  1958 

Symposium  on  Information  Storage  and 

Retrieval  Theory,  Systems,  and  Devices, 

Washington,  D.C.,  1958. 

Information  storage  and  retrieval 
theory,  systems  and  devices.    New  York, 
Columbia  University  Press,  1958 

WHO'S  NEW? 

A  new  addition  to  the  staff  of  General 
Reference  is  David  Mitchell  who  hails 
from  Delraar,  NoY.    A  graduate  of  Harvard, 
Mitch  is  now  living  in  Cambridge  with  his 
wife  and  five-month-old  daughter,  Lisa. 
His  favorite  pursuits  are  reading  and 
music. 

The  pretty  new  faces  in  the  Division 
Office,  R  and  RS,  belong  to  Winifred 
Clark  and  Carolyn  Rose — both  newly  grad- 
uated from  high  school. 

Winifred  was  president  of  her  class  at 
the  Jeremiah  E.  Burke  High  School.  Her 
favorite  pastimes  are  reading  and  danc- 
ing. 

Carolyn  wrote  for  her  school  paper  at 
Msgr.  Ryan  Memorial.  Playing  piano  and 
dancing  are  her  favorite  activities. 
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BPL  ROMANCES  CONTINUE—  , 
COUPLES  INC. GAINS  NEW  MEMBERS  j 

The  bride  looked  fetching  in  her  crisp 
dress  of  blue  and  white  eyelet  and  her  tiny 
white  hat.    She  carried  an  old-fashioned 
bouquet  of  white  roses,  poms,  and  lily-of- 
the-valley.    The  groom  looked  proud  and 
handsome  beside  her.    The  bride — the  for- 
mer Sheila  Pierce  of  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords; the  groom — QM's  Roger  Stevens  of 
Book  Purchasing.    They  were  married  at  a 
late  afternoon  ceremony  at  St.  Mary's 
Church  in  Brookline  on  June  lU. 

The  maid-of -honor,  Jeanne  Fitzgerald, 
formerly  of  BPL,  looked  lovely  dressed  in 
blue  and  carrying  an  old-fashioned  bouquet 
of  pink  and  blue  flowers.    David  Morrissey 
of  Book  Purchasing  was  best  man. 

Following  the  ceremony,  an  "island  luau" 
was  enjoyed  at  the  Polynesian  Village  by 
the  wedding  party  and  a  small  group  of 
friends • 

Married — Anne  Hasbrouck  VanVleck,  Chil- 
dren's Assistant  at  Mattapan,  to  Roger 
Sherrill  Vifebb  in  Montclair,  New  Jersey. 
The  couple  will  reside  in  Cambridge  while 
Mr.  Webb  attends  the  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Business  Administration. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to 

Milton  E.  Lord,  Director,  who  was  award- 
ed an  honorary  membership  in  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Society  of  Harvard  University.  Mr 
Lord  received  the  award  at  a  Society 
luncheon  on  June  8. 

# 

Michael  Healy,  former  extra  at  West  End, 
xvho  received  a  four-year  scholarship  to 
Harvard  University,  plus  three  additional 
grants . 

# 

Winners  of  the  Library's  four  $100  schol- 
arships for  study  at  library  schools  during 
the  twelve -months  period  dating  from 
July  1,  1959 :    Vera  L.  Cheves,  Elizabeth 
A.  Drane,  Irene  M.  Mains,  and  Edward  J. 
Montana. 


ATTENTION  RETIRED  LIBRARIANS 

It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  by 
Mr.  Gaines,  Assistant  Director  (for  Per- 
sonnel) ,  that  the  library  frequently  re- 
ceives requests  from  institutions  seeking 
volunteer  or  part-time  librarians. 

One  such  request  came  recently  from  the 
Faulkner  Hospital  asking  for  a  retired 
librarian  living  in  or  accessible  to  the 
Jamaica  Plain  area  to  do  volunteer  work 
in  the  patient's  library.    Car  fare  would 
be  paid  by  the  "Faulkner  Aid" .    No  foot 
work  would  be  required.    Responses  may  be 
directed  to  Edyth  B.  Morrill,  Director  of 
Volunteers,  The  Faulkner  Hospital,  Jamai- 
ca Plain  30,  Mass. 

To  facilitate  future  requests  of  this 
type,  QM  asks  all  interested  retired 
readers  to  fill  out  the  following  blank 
and  return  it  to  us.    We  in  turn  will 
compile  a  card  file  to  be  used  by  Per- 
sonnel in  referring  the  institutions  to 
those  librarians  who  have  indicated  a 
desire  for  such  employment. 


NAME  

ADDRESS 


WILL  WORK  FULL  TIME  PART  TIME 


AS  TOLUNTEER  FOR  PAY 


PREFERENCE  OR  OTHER  COMMENT 


SHARE  THE  RIDE 

Anna  Scanlan,  Book  Preparation,  working 
9 — 5,  10 — 6  schedules,  can  give  ride  home 
to  those  in  need,  though  not  on  a  regular 
basis.    Route  to  East  Braintree  via  Wey- 
mouth Landing  and  new  road  to  Neponset. 

Want  a  regular  ride  from  East  Braintree 
to  S.  S.  Pierce,  Kenmore  Square?  Leave 
7:30  A.M.    Return  shortly  after  $  P.M. 
Call  Anna  Scanlan,  Book  Preparation, for 
details . 
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PACKAGE  DEAL  I 

We  have  had  members  of  the  public  express 
their  appreciation  in  writing  from  time  to 
time  for  services  rendered  by  the  B.P.L. 
staff.    However,  recently  I  received  a 
package  containing  37  thank  you  letters 
from  a  group  of  Sixth  Graders  who  had  been 
given  the  "full  treatment"  of  a  guided 
tour  of  the  Library,    May  I  share  some  por- 
tions of  these  letters  with  you. 

"Thank  you  for  letting  us  tour  the  li- 
brary.   I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
library  was  so  big.    Your  Treasure  Room 
was  very  good.    I  didn't  know  Bibles  were 
so  big  and  old." 

"I  found  the  trip  to  the  Boston  Public 
Library  most  interesting.    I  thought  the 
bindary  (sic)  was  quite  interesting.  After 
seeing  that  library,  all  other  libraries 
seem  meak." 

"I  am  one  of  the  37  sixth  grade  students 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  touring  the  Boston 
Public  Library.    I  think  that  having  a 
room  outdoors  is  a  wonderful  idea." 

"I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  excellent 
service  at  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The 
many  beautiful  paintings  on  the  walls  of 
the  Library  were  certainly  intriguing." 

"I  enjoyed  the  trip  to  the  Boston  Public 
Library  very  much.    It  is  large  beyond  a 
wild  dream.    The  children's  room  is  as 
large  as  our  whole  library." 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  the  interesting 
tour  through  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
I  was  impressed  by  the  rare  and  only  book 
collection." 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  arranging  for 
us  to  go  through  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
I  liked  the  Alice  and  Wonderland  diorama 
best.    A  lot  of  work  must  have  been  done 
on  it." 

"Thank  you  for  making  our  tour  possible 
through  the  Boston  Public  Library.  I  en- 
joyed particularly  how  books  are  rebound." 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  letting  us  go 
through  the  library.    I  think  it  was  very 
interesting,  especially  the  room  where  the 
records  and  films  are." 


"We  would  like  to  thank  you  very  much 
for  the  wonderful  tour.    I  enjoyed  watch- 
ing the  process  of  taking  out  a  book  and 
especially  the  baskets  and  how  they  sent 
the  book  down  in  it."    (Also  known  as  the 
book  railway) 

"I  wish  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your 
cooperation  in  arranging  for  us  to  visit 
and  tour  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The 
whole  tour,  was  to  me,  extremely  inter- 
esting and  educationally  enjoyable." 

"I  enjoyed  the  trip  through  the  Public 
Library  very  much.    I  wish  to  congratu- 
late the  guides  for  the  wonderful  job 
they  did  in  helping  us  realize  how  in- 
teresting and  useful  the  library  is." 

BRADFORD  M.  HILL 

DAFFY  DEFINITIONS 

From  the  Congressional  Record  via  the 
Staff  News  of  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia, we  note  the  following  glossary 
of  terms  (used  to  keep  the  wheels  turning 
in  government  and  industry) : 

Co-ordinator :    The  guy  who  has  a  desk 
between  two  expediters . 
Check  the  files:    Ask  the  janitor  to 
look  through  yesterday's  sweepings. 
Committee  t    A  means  for  evading  respon- 
sibility. 

Conference :    ?Jhere  conversation  is  sub- 
stituted xor  the  dreariness  of  labor 
and  the  loneliness  of  thought. 
Note  and  initial:    Spread  the  responsi- 
bility. 

Program:  Any  assignment  that  cannot  be 
completed  with  one  phone  call. 

LIGHTNIN1  STRIKES  A  SECOND  TIME 

The  first  time?   When  in  19!?0  Marty 
Murphy  held  the  lucky  number  and  was  pre- 
sented with  a  Ford  sedan  by  the  West  Rox- 
bury  Post  of  the  American  Legion.  The 
second  time?    When  Mrs  Margaret  Lappen 
Fitch,  formerly  Chief  of  Statistical,  won 
a  Renault-Dauphine  car  in  a  recent  STOP 
AND  SHOP  contest.    This  may  be  said  to 
have  a  double  significance,  inasmuch  as 
one  of  the  Library's  Trustees,  Sidney 
Rabb,  is  vice  president  of  STOP  AND  SHOP 
INC.    Congratulations  to  the  store  for 
having  had  the  luck  to  pick  such  a  fine 
winner,  and  to  the  winner  herself  for  her 
good  fortune  I 
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COMMUNITY  PROFILE 
Feste  d 'Estate 

The  North  End  Branch  Library  is  in  an 
enviable  position  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
It  is  the  time  of  the  religious  festivals, 
or  the  'feasts',  as  they  are  known  in  the 
neighborhood.    From  now  until  September 
almost  every  week-end  will  find  certain 
sections  of  the  district  decorated  with 
arches  of  colored  lights,  a  shrine  deco- 
rated with  loving  care,  and  crowds  of  peo- 
ple dressed  in  their  best  holiday  clothing 
to  honor  the  patron  saint  of  their- particu 
lar  village  or  town  back  in  Sicily. 

In  many  ways,  the  North  End  is  still  con 
sidered  a  village  by  the  people  living 
there.  Each  village,  represented  by  a 
large  group  of  people ,  has  a  society  and 
these  societies  sponsor  the  festivals.  It 
is  a  time  of  gaiety,  meeting  and  chatting 
with  old  friends,  boys  flirting  with  girls, 
and  children  running  in  and  out  of  the  legs 
in  the  crowd. 

One  of  the  major  events  of  the  feast  is 
the  procession  through  the  streets  of  the 
district.    The  statue  of  the  saint  is  car- 
ried through  the  neighborhood  on  the 
shoulders  of  young  men  of  the  society. 
They  are  followed  by  those  doing  penance. 
These  penitants  usually  march  in  stocking 
feet  to  pay  homage  to  the  saint  for  ful- 
filling a  request. 

Children  of  members  are  dressed  in  their 
white  Communion  clothes,  or  as  angels,  nuns 
or  monks.    Hands  folded  as  in  prayer,  or 
carrying  flowers,  they  solemnly  march  the 
three  or  four  miles  accompanied  by  their 
beaming  mothers  and  fathers.    The  band,  an 
integral  part  of  any  procession,  is  not 
one  of  your  spick  and  span  drum  and  bugle 
corps,  but  a  group  in  the  old  tradition, 
playing  music  that  has  a  strictly  Italian 
sound.    After  the  parade  they  proceed  to 
the  bandstand  and  play  their  repertoire, 
mostly  frcm  Italian  operas. 

The  pushcarts  and  cries  of  the  vendors 
are  another  touch  of  Europe — hot  pizza, 
various  pastries,  clams  and  oysters  on  the 
ha If -she 11  all  are  sold  from  these  open 
stands.    The  spicy  aromas  fuse  in  the  warm 
air  to  create  a  heady  and  mouthwatering 
temptation • 

Hard  "Chi  Chi"  nuts  are  bought  by  the 
boys,  but  instead  of  being  eaten,  most  of 
them  are  slyly  aimed  at  the  legs  of  young 
girls  who  might  wince  a  bit,  but  never  fail 
to  look  around  for  the  young  man  who  has 
singled  her  out  for  his  special  attention. 


A  great  event,  now  discontinued,  used 
to  be  the  competition  between  different 
groups  of  young  men  in  climbing  a  greased 
pole  about  forty  feet  high.    As  a  reward, 
at  the  top  had  been  hoisted  an  Italian 
flag,  a  salami,  a  cheese,  and  a  ten  dol- 
lar bill.    The  rival  groups,  dressed  in 
their  oldest  clothes,  would  meet  at  the 
base  of  the  pole,  well  supplied  with  sand 
to  provide  friction  against  the  heavy 
axle  grease.    They  would  crouch  in  readi- 
ness; at  the  signal,  the  battle  was  on. 
This  competition  was  probably  stopped  be- 
cause of  the  mayhem  that  it  caused.  The 
grease  would  fly  in  all  directions,  the 
boys  would  tear  each  other's  clothes  to 
shreds,  the  girls  would  scream,  and  a 
general  good  time  was  had  by  all.  The 
victors  would  be  the  heroes  of  the 
festival. 

Today,  one  of  the  main  attractions  is 
more  subdued,  but  is  still  reminiscent  of 
Europe.    In  the  middle  of  the  street  a 
large  container  full  of  doves  and  tinsel 
is  hung  above  the  heads  of  the  crowd; 
after  the  procession  the  container  is 
opened.    The  children  scream  but  never 
tire  of  watching  the  doves  fly  up  and 
away,  and  the  red  and  gold  paper  drift 
slowly  to  the  pavement* 

Maybe  you  cannot  get  to  Italy  this 
year;  it  may  be  for  financial  reasons,  or 
a  lack  of  time,  but  it  would  be  well 
worth  your  while  to  call  North  End  Branch 
Library.    They  will  tell  you  the  dates  of 
these  festivals.    Come  see  for  yourself, 
bring  your  friends  and  your  camera.  The 
photos  we  have  taken  there  could  have 
been  taken  in  any  small  village  in  Sicily. 

BRANCH  NOTES 

North  End  Presentations 

A  Dutch -English,  English-Dutch  Diction- 
ary was  presented  to  Mrs  Rosalyn  Mateles 
by  the  staff.    Mr  and  Mrs  Mateles,  who 
sail  on  the  French  Line  in  July,  will 
spend  a  year  in  Delft,  Holland,  where 
Mr  Mateles  will  be  studying  under  a  grant 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Edu- 
cation, and  Welfare.    And  to  Betty  A. 
Willburn,  who  goes  to  Arlington  Public 
Library  on  July  6,  went  an  "Old  North 
Church"  cup  and  saucer,  a  memento  from 
the  staff  of  her  stay  at  North  End. 
West  End  Visitation 


Mrs  Joyce  Ear  ley,  Town  Planner  from  the 
Department  of  Health,  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
was  a  recent  interesting — and  interested — 
visitor. 


"KEEP  THAT  COAT  BUTTONED  AND  YOU?  SOCKS  UP." 
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S  0  A  P  BOX 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  mast 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief « 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


To  the  Soap  Box  editor: 

As  one  of  the  & victims"  of  the  current 
anniversary  increase  adjustment  period,  I 
should  like  to  make  a  few  comments  on  the 
situation.    Doubtless  there  are  several 
staff  members  such  as  I,  who  through  a 
series  of  incidents  for  which  no  one  per- 
son is  responsible,  are  deprived  of  sev- 
eral months  of  increase  for  the  current 
year,  plus  pension.    I  assumed  responsi- 
bility for  a  position  at  the  level  at 
which  I  now  operate,  five  months  before 
my  actual  appointment  to  that  position. 
I  am  sure  that  when,  twenty-eight  years 


ago,  my  supervisor  made  that  move  she  had 
no  ulterior  intention  of  denriving  me  of  a 
five  month's  salary  increase  in  the  distant 
future.    I  am  simply,  like  many  others, 
the  victim  of  circumstances.  Unfortunately 
the  "circumstances"  are  also  felt  through 
the  years,  from  now  to  eternity,  since 
pensions  will  be  lessened  by  that  much. 

However,  in  a  period  of  adjustment  when 
any  major  change  is  made  there  are  "vic- 
tims" .    It  is  not  pleasant  to  be  one ,  but 
it  helps  to  know  that  for  every  "victim" 
there  are  two  or  maybe  three  staff  members 
who  were  on  the  receiving  end.    In  the  wash 
of  I960  the  major  spots  should  disappear 
and  all  staff  members  will  receive,  we 
hope,  their  just  anniversary  increases. 
Those  of  us  -who  are  unfortunate  enough  to 
be  increased  at  the  end  rather  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  are  simply  the  vic- 
tims of  circumstances  through  the  fault  of 
no  one,  except  that  we  were  not  sufficient- 
ly clairvoyant  to  see  into  the  future  and 
receive  our  appointment  to  present  level 
in  January  instead  of  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  an  area,  however,  where  it 
might  be  possible  to  make  an  adjustment 
irihich  would  benefit  certain  staff  members. 
Those  who  are  retiring  in  1959  will  be 
deprived  of  their  anniversary  increase 
especially  should  the  anniversary  fall  due 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Since 
there  are  few  who  retire  in  any  one  year 
would  it  not  be  possible  to  give  them 
their  increase  for  an  entire  year  on  the 
year  in  which  they  retire?    This  might  not 
have  any  tangible  effect  on  their  pension, 
since  in  general  the  last  two  years  of 
salary  are  a  determinating  factor  in  the 
pension,  but  it  would  give  them  a  sense  of 
being  appreciated  in  their  last  year  of 
service  and  would  add  but  an  infinitesimal 
amount  to  the  "anniversary  budget"  for  the 
year. 

EDNA.  G.  PECK 

Chief  of  Book  Selection  for 
Home  Reading  Services 

To  the  Editor: 

Summer  wear  health  or  handicap. 
I  agree  with  the  Assistant  Director  when 
he  mentions  that  it  is  difficult  to  speci- 
fy what  manner  of  clothing  should  be  worn 
during  the  hot  summer  months.    I  do  not 
agree,  however,  with  the  tie  regulation 
when  the  temperature  soars  over  the  80 
degree  mark.    It  seems  the  discomfort  in- 
dex factor  has  been  entirely  overlooked. 
Should  not  staff  members  working  in 
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non-airconditioned  departments  be  entitled^ 
to  comfortable,  but  conservative  short 
sleeved  shirts  designed  to  be  worn  with- 
out neckties. 


To  the  editor: 


HANDICAPPED 


The  Improper  Bostonian 


Oh,  the  shame  of  it I    How  undignifiedl 
For  the  last  five  or  six  years  I  have  -srorn 
summer  shirts  at  work  during  the  hot 
weather — short  sleeves,  open  collar,  no 
tie.    And  I  have  often  received  compliment^ 
for  a  cool,  neat,  efficient  appearance. 
But  now,  by  administrative  fiat,  ray  summer 
raiment  has  been  ruled  unbecoming.    I  am 
invited  to  gasp  graciously  and  perspire 
with  propriety  while  garroted  with  a  neck- 
tie as  the  temperature  climbs  through  the 
80' s  and  even  into  the  low  90' s.  Perhaps 
I  can  still  beat  the  heat  by  wearing 
shirts  with  collars  two  or  three  sizes  too 
large,  and  with  a  bow  tie  placed  at  the 
center.    Ludicrous  ?    Maybe •    But ...... 

proper. 

STEAMED 

Dear  Soapbox: 

Cool  air,  air,  I  must  have  cool  air,  the 
loud  gasps  were  heard  throughout  the  li- 
brary system.    "No  you  don't",  said  the 
department  head,  gently  but  firmly  as  he 
quickly  pulled  out  the  now  famous  necktie 
and  stocking  order.    "Pull  that  tie  tight- 
er and  roll  your  sleeves  down  soldier; 
it's  for  the  good  of  the  service." 

"lhat  will  our  public  think — you  know, 
the  patron  that  comes  into  the  periodical 
room  wearing  the  wool  suit,  two  coats, 
sweater,  gloves,  two  hats,  and  carrying 
the  shopping  bag  full  of  clothes  that  he 
can  wear  if  the  call  for  heat  relief  goes 
out." 

"Or  what  about  those  that  wear  the  Ber- 
muda shorts,  halters,  and  sandals — why  the 
first  thing  that  comes  to  their  minds  will 
be  that  we  aren't  earning  our  money.  We 
have  to  show  them  that  the  B.P.L.  can  af- 
ford neckties  and  stockings.    Well  dressed 
with  beads  of  sweat  on  our  foreheads  and 
the  backs  of  our  necks.    What  if  we  do  get 
a  bit  surly  with  them  because  we're  sticky 
and  uncomfortable — they  in  their  cool 
dress  can  always  complain  that;  "These 
librarians  are  the  most  unreasonable 
types— because  her  dress  stuck  to  her  and 
she  was  hot  and  uncomfortable,  she  didn't 


have  to  tell  me  to  please  go  look  it  up 
in  the  catalog.    She  should  have  known 
I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  beach — 
but  they  do  dress  nice,  these  library 
employees,  just  like  it  was  a  social 
occasion." 

The  siren  in  the  distance  grew 
fainter — another  body  carried  away  in  a 
City  Hospital  ambulance  from  heat  pros- 
tration.   Luckily  we  have  such  a  good 
working  relationship  with  the  other  city 
departments,  but  it  raises  cain  with  the 
service. 

HOT  AND  HEAVY 


HAPPY  LANDINGS  TO  A.LJU  DELEGATES 

Director's  Office 
Milton  E.  Lord 
Elizabeth  L.  Wright 

Division  of  Personnel 
Ervin  J.  Gaines 

Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services 

Beatrice  Coleman 
Florence  Connolly 
Eleanor  F.  Halligan 
Anna  L.  Manning 

Division  of  Home  Reading  and  Community 
Services 

Ada  A.  Andelman,  Office 

Anne  E.  Armstrong,  Open  Shelf— 

Children's  Section 
Marie  J.  Cashman,  Open  Shelf 
Anne  F.  Coleman,  Mt.  Bowdoin 
Elizabeth  M.  Gordon,  Office 
Virginia  Haviland,  Open  Shelf— 

Children's  Section 
Ethel  L.  Heins,  Brighton 
Muriel  C.  Javelin,  Office 
M.  Jane  Manthorne,  Open  Shelf 
Julia  L.  Miller,  Bookmobiles 
Rose  Moorachian,  South  Boston 
Ollie  J.  Partridge,  Open  Shelf 
Theodora  B.  Scoff,  Mattapan 
Bridie  P.  Stotz,  Adams  Street 
Gladys  R.  White,  Branch  Issue 
Pauline  Winnick,  Office 

Division  of  Library  Operations 
Harriett  V.  Mulloy,  Book  Purchasing 
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A  deep  midsummer  lethargy  pre- 
vents us  from  any  such  aggravating 
exercise  as  fist-shaking  and  finger- 
pointing.    The  City  Council  seems 
satisfied  to  deprive  its  constituants 
of  education  and  entertainment  by 
shelving  the  library's  supplementary 
budget,  and  although  we  are  dissatis- 
fied with  their  satisfaction,  we  can 
do  little  without  public  indignation. 
Since  this  is  the  season  most  distin- 
guished by  its  lack  of  public  fervor 
and  indignation  •we  must  content  our- 
selves with  side  bets  on  the  duration 
of  this  political  neglect. 

Providing  this  and  other  problems 
remain  unsolved  in  September,  we  will 
then  resume  our  active  worrying.  For 
now,  however,  we  intend  to  enjoy  a 
liesurely  summer  and  as  restful  vaca- 
tion.   We  suggest  you  do  the  same. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


A  FEW  NOTES  ON  THE  ALA  CONFERENCE 


A  midsummer  calm  has  descended  upon  the 
Library  with  many  on  vacation  and  others 
intent  on  vacations  to  come. 

The  disposition  of  the  Mayor's  increase 
seems  to  have  met  with  a  generally  favor- 
able reception.    The  one  group,  the  pre- 
professionals,  which  did  not  receive-sub- 
stantially the  amount  anticipated,  is  by 
and  large  content.    Its  increments  step 
by  step  to  the  grade  of  professional  have 
been  substantially  increased,  and  the  top 
salary  for  pre-professional  has  been 
increased. 

We  understand  that  there  is  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  some  staff  members 
with  the  Association  as  a  whole  and  with 
the  trend  of  its  activities.    We  as 
president  can  only  say  that  we  have  worked 
with  those  persons  who  are  willing  to 
undertake  duties  either  on  committees  or 
as  officers,  and  that  due  consideration 
is  always  given  to  the  expressed  wishes 
or  suggestions  of  any  association  member. 
We  mention  this  at  this  time  because 
before  we  know  it  nominations  will  be  in 
order  for  the  officers  who  will  handle 
Association  affairs  next  year  and  now  is 
the  time  to  think  about  the  course  we 
shall  take  in  the  future.    May  I  remind 
you  however,  that  we  are  a  large  group, 
living  in  a  metropolitan  area  and  having 
many  different  interests.    Some  may  want 
more  emphasis  on  purely  professional 
activities.    Many  others  have  no  interest 
nor  need  for  interest  in  say  the  problems 
of  a  research  library  per  se,  or  in  ways 
to  promote  better  service  to  young  adults. 
It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  find  a  com- 
mon ground.    We  are,  however,  all  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  the  Library  as 
a  whole  and  in  working  conditions  for  all 
its  staff  members.    May  I  urge  that  we 
all  cooperate  with  the  nominating  commit- 
tee and  its  chairman  Jane  Manthorne,  by 
a  willingness  to  work  for  the  Association 
if  asked,  and  by  speaking  to  her  if  we 
know  of  any  potential  candidates  for  of- 
fice who  inadvertently  might  be  overlooked 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 


The  A.L.A.  Conference  was  held  in  Wash- 
ington from  Monday,  June  22  through  Fri- 
day, June  26,  19!?9.    Although  the  weather 
was  a  bit  on  the  warm  side,  the  sun  shone 
throughout  the  entire  week.    There  were 
the  usual  publishers'  parties,  including 
a  delightful  midnight  sail  on  the  Potomac, 
sponsored  by  the  Grolier  Company;  as  well 
as  innumberable  luncheons,  dinners,  and 
committee  meetings.    Boston  people  were 
particularly  welcomed  to  the  Little, 
Brown  party  by  Mr.  Thornhill,  Jr.,  Execu- 
tive Vice  President,  who  had  worked  close- 
ly with  the  B.P.L.  during  National  Library 
Week  as  Chairman  of  the  Book  Display  Com- 
mittee.   Also,  Little,  Brown  will  soon 
publish  three  books  by  Virginia  Haviland, 
Readers  Advisor  for  Children— Favorite 
Fairy  Tales  Told  in  England;  Favorite 
Fairy  Tales  Told  in  Germany,  and  Favorite 
Fairy  Tales  Told  in  France." 

Among  the  speakers  at  the  general  ses- 
sion were  Bennett  Cerf ,  Katherine  Drinker 
Bowen,*and  Arthur  S.  Fleming,  Secretary 
of  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare.    Librarians  were  particularly 
heartened  to  hear  Secretary  Fleming  speak 
so  sympathetically  of  the  importance  of 
the  library  as  an  educational  institution. 
(Undoubtedly  this  address  will  be  printed 
in  a  future  A.L.A.  Bulletin.    It  is  worth 
reading.)  * — Chester  Bowles, 

Among  the  week's  highlights  for  many 
was  the  luncheon  of  the  Friends  of  Library 
Committee  at  which  Dr.  Harry  A.  and 
Bonaro  W.  Overstreet  held  a  conversation 
on  "Two  Writers '  Reasons  for  Writing 
Books."    The  authors1  comments  on  their 
recent  book,  What  You  Should  Know  About 
Communism,  were  of  particular  interest. 

At  the  National  Library  Week  meeting, 
chairmen  of  A.L.A.  sections  and  commit- 
tees discussed  ways  in  which  National  Li- 
brary Week  can  be  used  to  forward  various 
programs  and  projects  of  A.L.A.    A  second 
panel  of  State  Directors  and  local  chair- 
men looked  ahead  to  I960 — April  3  to  9, 
the  third  annual  National  Library  Week. 
A  decision  has  not  yet  been  reached  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  slogan,  "Wake  Up  and 
Read",  will  be  used  again. 

Excitement  was  high  in  many  quarters 
when  word  came  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
June  2h,  that  the  Senate  had  voted  a 
$7,500,000  appropriation  for  the  Library 
Service  Act  when  it  passed  the  Labor-HEW 
Appropriation  Bill.    A  conference  with 
the  House  was  then  requested  to  resolve 
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the  differences  between  the  House  and 
Senate  versions  of  H.R.6769,  since  the 
House  had  voted  $6,000,000, 

Adult  Education  Institute 

1  i 

Monday  through  Friday  mornings,  over 
three  hundred  hardy  individuals  attended 
the  eight  o'clock  meetings  of  the  Insti- 
tute on  Library  Service  to  an  Aging  Popu- 
lation, co-sponsored  by  the  Adult  Ser- 
vices Division  and  the  Office  for  Adult 
Education.    Ollie  A.  Randall,  Vice  Chair- 
man, National  Committee  on  the  Aging, 
gave  the  opening  address,  "Aging  As  It 
Affects  the  Individual  and  Society."  Miss 
Randall  concluded  her  talk  by  saying,  "So 
far  as  the  community  is  concerned,  it  is 
a  matter  of  record  that  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  older  people  do  not  derive 
from  their  own  disabilities  or  inabili- 
ties.   Rather  they  derive  from  the  lack 
of  opportunities  in  the  community  that 
can  enable  them  to  realize  their  abili- 
ties...The  resistance  and  reluctance  of 
society  to  grapple  with  this  problem  of 
keeping  older  people  functioning  as  first 
class  citizens  are  grounded  in  old  habits 
of  thought  about  old  people  and  old  age, 
which  should  be  discarded  nowadays,  and 
in  the  increasing  complexity  of  social 
solutions  to  this  problem.    For  this  rea- 
son efforts  of  those  engaged  in  adult 
education  and  in  library  service  to  indi- 
viduals of  all  ages — while  desirable  for 
people  who  have  already  reached  65 — are 
even  more  important  for  that  group  of 
adults  who  are  now  in  the  lower  middle 
age  groups.    They  need  to  be  prepared 
mentally,  emotionally,  socially,  and  hope- 
fully, financially,  for  some  of  the 
adaptations  that  will  be  required  if 
their  survival  is  to  mean  enjoying  rather 
than  enduring  this  new  dimension  of 
living." 

Other  sessions  included  Employment,  Re- 
tirement, and  Budgeting  in  the  Later 
Yearsj  Health  and  Housing  Problems  in 
the  Later  Years;  and  Aging  Successfully. 
At  the  final  session,  "The  Task  Ahead— 
The  Library's  Role,"  a  panel  of  librari- 
ans pointed  out  what  was  being  done  and 
what  might  be  done  by  libraries  in  serv-  '" 
ing  an  aging  population. 

Audio-Visual  Meeting 

An  open  meeting  of  the  Audio -Visual 
Committee  included  a  discussion  of  the 
two  parts  of  Title  7  of  the  National 


Defence  Education  Act  of  1958.    Part  A 
is  concerned  with  basic  and  applied  re- 
search experimentation  in  the  audio-vis- 
ual field,  while  Part  B  includes  studies 
and  surveys  to  determine  the  need  for 
increased  or  improved  use  of  educational 
audio-visual  media,  as  well  as  the  pub- 
lication of  catalogs,  bibliographies, 
and  other  audio-visual  materials.  Al- 
though the  Act  is  directed  toward  public 
schools  and  colleges  and  universities, 
public  librarians  learned  that  it  is  pos- 
sible for  them  to  initiate  proposals  for 
grants  in  cooperation  with  formal  edu- 
cational agencies. 

As  at  all  conferences,  even  more  im- 
portant than  the  formal  sessions  was  the 
opportunity  offered  to  exchange  ideas 
with  librarians  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.    The  program  was  carefully 
spaced  and  there  was  time,  for  those  who 
wished,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  Congress, 
or  to  enjoy  sightseeing  in  Washington 
and  the  surrounding  area. 

BPL — A  CENTURY  AGO 

The  following  quotation  refers  to 
Anthony  Trollope's  high  esteem  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury.   He  and  his  wife  visited  Boston  in 
1861-62,  when  Edward  Capen  was  librarian. 

"The  institution  itfiich  most  won  his 
admiration  was  the  Public  Library.  The 
liberality  which  permitted  the  free  use 
of  books,  the  honesty  of  a  public  which 
could  be  trusted  with  such  privileges, 
the  excellent  staff  management,  made  an 
ineffaceable  impression.    "It  was  all 
coulenP  de  rose;  the  librarianesses 
looked  very  pretty  and  learned,  and,  if 
I  remember  aright,  mostly  wore  specta- 
cles; the  head  librarian  was  enthusias- 
tic; the  nice  instructive  books  were 
properly  dogseared;  my  own  productions 
were  in  enormous  demand;  the  call  for 
books  over  the  counter  was  brisk,  and 
the  reading  room  was  full  of  readers." 

Quotation  from  The  Trollopes  by  Lucy 
P.  Stebbins,  p.  20"2"7 


CARE  Cares 
Do  you? 


W  309  355  237  237  IT  W  U3  T3  IIIo"  220  55  227  179  3T1239 

    Line  in  a  Longfellow  poem  followed  by  "And  the  grave  is 

95  255  25  HIT  HT  117  2H?     not  its  goal" 

B~ 

95  32  355  37o"  253  25?  225  X3IT  23T  T5o"  3C3  23?  37T  TI2  Bo"  T75  3I£ 
Shakespeare's  phrase  for  arrogance  of  bureaucracy 

C —  Laodicean 

5?  77  35*3  I5E  255  355  T33   275  2  99   37T        323  35U  3HH  3B7  temperature 


D- 


225  271  302  35E  235"  103  375  I3F  37H  31a  3H7  197  3H2  1  23$  137  3H2  2o3 

Hilarious  novel  about  goldbricking  Navy  outfit  in  W  II 


E — ■  Most  recent  BPL  venture  in  journalism 

236"  2U2  10T  335  352"    27o  2B7  3Io"  30J 

F —  Desires  for  personal  gratification;  cravings 

3I3BT35  353  3l23i53o53H92I2 

G— 

22353  T52  332  T75  290"  HE  T55  £5  IT  T77  IBS  IDT  I0H  30"  2oTT  I2TT  212  W  5£ 
1936  play  by  Kaufman  and  Hart 

H — ;  Gradually,  in  an  orderly  manner 

307  196"  2BH  T25   210  172    193  215  292"  131 

I —  Irving  Berlin  song 

2H3  HTf  30T  379  T2o  29B"  23IT  B9  lFIT  297  3oH  37H  2H1  31^ 

J — ■     Freedom  from  liability;  exemption 

357i75I372TI5T53i;i2o' 

K —  Simile  meaning  unfaded  or  cn- 

1^329lHF2Ia37227926lI2BF  295  3T9  355  277  350  stale  like  a  bellis  perennis  . 

L— 

335  53  51  335  5o  122  Too  180  2T5  1$  IJI  53  91  Eo  T2  27  252  213  37  39  2o7  337 

Lewis  Carroll  book  published  in  1872 

M —       It  has  to  be  watered  with  the  blood 

15  17  153  325   259  5E   51  323  15  T5I  19  75  22    of  tyrants  according  to  Jefferson 

N — ■  Fiery-red  contempt;  burning  derision 

355  37  315    T7H  27U  2oo  3oo  317 

0 —  Virgil1  s  Latin  phrase  for  a 

355   3F9  272  ?2H5I73l02liri90   "215153267355    salad  dressing 

P—     Owner  of  the  firm  in  old  Oak  Street  in  Brecht's  three 

327  50"  7?  35  2H3  55"  21     penny  opera 

Q — ■  Recent  DAR  resolution  asks  us 

251  5  2511  lltf  2117  25"   I552IT5  323  lll  273  22932ir    to  leave  this  organization 

R— 

232  237  2T5  T53  TT  25T  232  5  T52  32o  255  259  25o"  52  T35  5?  123  255  TCI 

Exile  lasting  from  586  B.C.  to  £16  B.C.  also  applied  to  the  period  of  Papal  Schism 

S —  Doctrine  which  holds  that  that 

250"  7  W  2TT  2B2"  I5TJ  ^7   275*  205  253  35T  2HH   economy  fares  best  where  there  is 

least  government  interference 


T — >    Superior  to  opposition;  impossible  to 

T^WTflW^^lU^^TSET^T^  withstand 


I*- 

555  3HH  351  7E6  19E  TEE  355  355"  IBF  357  ?3  27S  3i£  3BI  32T  2H0  32E  353  2B5 

Pamphlet  written  in  1688  by  George  Savile,  Marquess  of  Halifax 

V— 

9F27UI55  U3  7T  IT?  5?  "BH  3o^  ?T7  T5H  533  T55  5^1  W  T57  ^57  ^3  13?  35 
Poem  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  6  cantos  published  in  180$ 

W —  What  that  Thou  art  mindful  of  Him  (Psalms) 

33UT^  r$%im 


X— 

T39  380"  TOT  115  155  202*  VZ  BT  395  ?7  2S5  15?  157  Bl  155  2~0l 

Phrase  used  in  World  War  II  for  project  to  send  food  and  clothes  to  England 


Y —    Peripatetic  BPL*r 

35?  713  35H  355  71?  33T  T3  W  S7  C3  TO  333 


z— 

333733ii70"73W^7T2T  ITU  W  75  W57^3I5I53l9iT531II5I5Ii 

Late  13th  century  Legend  of  Province—discussed  by  Pater  in  his  Renaissance  studies 

7?" —    Communist  girl  (2  words) 

33Eo"32T  57125  T5I  35? 


Z  —   They  have  lighted  fools  the  way  to  dusty  death; 


THE  PICNIC  CAPERS 

Forty-five  moderately  mad  members  of 
the  Chowder,  Chatter,  &  Marching  Society 
gathered  together,  very  closely  together, 
in  an  effort  to  keep  -warm  at  Duxbury 
Beach  Park  on  the  traditional  day  of 'pic- 
nics and  blizzards,  June  17.    The  pic- 
nickers picnicked  in  solitary  desolation— 
not  even  the  parking  lot  attendants  dared 
brave  the  gritty  gusts.    Sea  gulls  had 
sought  refuge — probably  at  Jane  Man- 
thorne 's  bird  sanctuary.    The  molluscs 
had  buried  themselves  deep  in  the  sand 
and  if  the  jolly  librarians  had  had  any 
sense  they  would  have  done  the  same.  On 
the  other  hand, -the  frostbitten  one-vre 
were  pretty  nearly  covered  with  sand  with 
no  effort  on  our  part.    Ah,  yes,  how  the 
wind  blew  and  the  sand  flew  and  a  grit- 
tier group  there  never  was. 

Frequent  trips  to  the  steamed  clam 
boiler  were  motivated  not  so  much  by  a 
desire  to  sample  the  clams  as  by  the 
opportunity  to  thaw  out  frozen  hands  in 
the  hot  broth.    Charred  hot  dogs  produced 
by  over-zealous  toasting  bore  further 
witness  of  our  primitive  heating  methods, 
none  of  which  were  successful — least  of 
all  the  search  for  anti-freeze  protection 
at  the  bottom  of  a  can  of  beer.  This 
method  was  tested  repeatedly,  however, 
for  the  sake  of  scientific  accuracy. 

The  children,  who  were  abundant  in  as- 
sorted shapes  and  sizes,  seemed  to  enjoy 
themselves  immensely. ..largely  at  the 
expense  of  their  blue -turning-grey  elders. 
A  few  upheld  the  honor  of  youth  by  taking 
a  carefree  but  swift  splash  in  the  icy 
water,  which  is  the  approved  behavior 
pattern  for  those  under  twenty. 

Karl  Nyren,  no  doubt  misguided  into 
applying  this  rale  to  adult  behavior,  tool 
|a  liesurely  crawl  through  the  surf  and 
\as  thereafter  followed  by  hot  taunts 
and  black  looks  from  the  fireside  circle 
of  blanketed  men.    His  deviationist  atti- 


tude might  have  led  to  court  martial, 
but  this  drastic  action  was  deferred  out 
of  consideration  for  his  children  who 

would  thereby  be  excluded  from  future 
jolly  outings. 

Lou  Rains,  who  as  picnic  organizer 
prefers  a  challenging  edge  to  the 
weather,  surveyed  the  early  departing 
guests,  brushed  the  sand  from  his  mus- 
tache and  muttered  "Pity  it  didn't  rain". 

FOND  FAREWELLS  FROM  C.C.&M.S. 

More  than  thirty  members  gathered  at 
the  China  Star  on  Saturday  evening, 
July  11,  to  shed  a  collective  parting 
tear  for  our  four  "angry  young  men". 

Bill  Slemmer  (in  absentia),  Frank 
Currie ,  Dick  Waters,  and  Sam  Goldstein 
were  feted  in  song  and  banquet  fashion; 
were  extolled,  chided,  and  duly  cra- 
vat ted  as  they  turned  their  steps  north, 
south  and  slightly  west  away  from  BPL 
toward  more  independent  endeavor. 

Talent  was  low,  (the  vacationing 
Carbonneau's  and  Munroe's  being  absent) 
but  team  spirit  was  high  as  an  ill 
assorted  chorus  erupted  in  frenzied 
song  punctuated  by  lyric -drowning  guf- 
faws.   The  audience,  too  impressed  to 
applaud,  ultimately  broke  silence  with 
cries  of  "Author!    Author I",  whereupon 
Frank  Moran  retired  the  crestfallen 
octet,  stepped  into  the  ring  and  went 
three  roundd  of  recitative  against  the 
powerful  accompaniment  of  Koury-Ugalde . 
It  looked  as  though  Frank  would  win 
when  Louis'  violin  slithered  to  a  stop, 
but  two-fisted  Dan  Koury  felled  the 
vocalist  with  a  mighty  chord  leaving  the 
assembled  diners  to  guess  at  the  content 
of  the  clever  though  uninte  Hi  gable 
verses.    It  can  be  noted  with  authority 
that  both  author  and  chorus  found  the 
songs  delightful. 

Despite  the  heat,  several  of  the 
leftover  "angry  old  men"  and  women  took 
to  the  dance  floor  in  a  gesture  of 
nover-too-lateness  which  utterly  failed 
to  impress  the  youngsters  though  it 
helped  to  shake  down  the  fried  rice. 

The  guests  of  honor  having  departed, 
"Wagons  hoi"  was  sounded  at  a  respecta- 
ble hour  and  the  meeting  adjourned  till 
Fall, 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 

New  Employees 

Ruth  R.  Bluthe,  Mattapan 

Arthur  V.  Curley,  Connolly 

Frank  DeCola,  Audio  Visual 

Catherine  Eck,  General  Reference 

Margaret  Harper,  Open  Shelf 

Paul  J.  Hayes,  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion, R  and  RS 

Selma  Horwitz,  Mt.  Bowdoin,  formerly 
part-time  at  Egleston  Square 

Carolyn  Madden,  Allston 

Mary  Murphy,  Bookmobiles,  formerly  part- 
time  in  Book  Stack  Service 

Roberta  J.  Sacco,  Dorchester,  formerly 
part-time  in  the  Information  Office 

Re-entered 

Mary  Gegerias,  Office,  Division  of  R  and 
RS 

Resignations 

Barbara  Kean,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 

accept  another  position 
William  Scannell,  Statistical,  to  accept 

another  position 
William  Slemmer,  East  Boston,  to  accept 

a  position  as  Librarian  in  Massena, 

New  York 

Richard  Titlebaum,  Audio  Visual,  to  re- 
turn to  school 

Richard  J.  Waters,  Science  and  Technology, 
to  accept  position  of  Librarian,  U.S. 
Naval  Underwater  Ordinance  Research 
Center,  Newport,  Rhode  Island 

Akiko  Yamagawa,  Cataloging  and  Classifi- 
cation, R  and  RS,  to  accept  a  position 
with  Harvard  University  Libraries 

Transfers 

Geraldine  T.  Beck,  Connolly  to  Hyde  Park 
Helen  Bickford,  Dorchester  to  Open  Shelf 
Laurelle  Cole,  Allston  to  East  Boston 
Kathleen  B.  Hegarty,  General  Reference  to 

Office,  Division  of  HR  and  CS 
Marjorie  McCabe,  Mattapan  to  Bookmobiles 
Julia  McGrath,  Mt.  Bowdoin  to  Bookmobiles 
Ruth  E.  McNamee,  Jamaica  Plain  to  Central 

Book  Stock— School  Issue  Section 
Lenore  Marvit,  Memorial  to  Mt.  Bowdoin 
Bertha  Streeter,  North  End  to  Memorial 
Marlene  Oxman,  Bookmobiles  to  Book  Selec- 
tion, HR  and  CS 

Marriages  . 

Sheila  W.  Pierce,  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords, to  I.  Roger  Stevens,  Book  Pur- 
chasing, June  lb,  19$9 


WHO'S  NEW 

The  new  assistant  at  North  End  is 
Marjorie  Cutter  who  is  a  native  of  Hart- 
ford, New  York.    She  graduated  from  Vassar 
College  in  1958  and  is  now  studying  for 
her  Master's  Degree  at  the  B.U.  School  of 
Music.    Marjorie  spends  all  her  extra 
time  singing. 

* 

Inez  Jacobs  of  Central  Charging  Records 
is  a  Bostonian  and  a  graduate  of  Boston 
Clerical  School.    Before  coming  to  the  Li- 
brary, she  worked  in  the  Business  Admini- 
stration Departnent  of  B.C.  High.  Her 
special  interests  are  reading  and  sports — 
especially  basketball. 

# 

Rosemary  Bertolino,  the  new  member  of 
Cataloging  and  Classification,  R  and  RS 
hails  from  East  Boston  where  she  graduat- 
ed from  East  Boston  High.    Her  favorite 
pastimes  are  bowling,  roller-skating  and 
dancing. 

■«• 

Joyce  Kearney  of  Roslindale  attended 
Emmanuel  College  before  becoming  a  full- 
time  staff  member  of  the  Information  Of- 
fice.   In  her  spare  time,  Joyce  enjoys 
travelling  and  horseback  riding. 

# 

The  new  secretary  in  the  Director's 
Office  is  Rebecca  Watson.    Rebecca  is 
originally  from  Rochester,  N.Y.    She  came 
to  Boston  to  attend  Burdett  Secretarial 
College  and  stayed  to  work  in  the  BPL, 
first  as  a  part-time  assistant  in  the  Di- 
vision Office,  HR  and  CS.    Her  favorite 
pastimes  are  swimming,  skating  and  knit- 
ting. 

# 

Joan  Trachtman,  a  native  Calif ornian, 
has  come  to  Roslindale  to  work.  Joan 
received  her  Master's  Degree  in  Dramatic 
Arts  from  the  Max  Reinhardt  Seminar  of 
Vienna  and  she  plans  to  attend  Simmons 
this  Fall.    She  spends  her  spare  time 
doing  translating  for  her  husband  and 
friends,  playing  tennis,  gardening  and 
enjoying  folksongs. 
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SHOWER  FOR  BARBARA  ASHE 


Marjorie  McCabe  hails  from  Somerville 
where  she  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's 
High.    Marjorie,  who  now  works  on  the 
Bookmobiles,  lists  swimming  and  dancing  as 
her  favorite  activities. 

Charles  Collins  is  new  to  Book  Stack 
Service  although  he  has  worked  previously 
as  a  part-timer  at  Memorial.    A  native  of 
Roslindale,  his  hobby  interests  are  auto- 
mobiles and  baseball.    He  is  a  graduate 
of  Boston  College  High  School. 

* 

New  also  to  the  Division  of  Reference 
and  Research  is  Virginia  Lima,  full  time 
typist  for  Cataloging  and  Classification. 
Virginia  is  a  graduate  of  East  Boston  High 
School  whose  interest  in  bowling,  dancing 
and  swimming  indicates  a  vivacious  per- 
sonality. 

ALUMNI  BOUNCERS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kirme  announce  the 
birth  of  a  son  Michael  Charles  on  June  2. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  formerly  Anne  McCarthy  of 
South  Boston. 

# 

John  A.  Biackett  formerly  of  Central 
Book  Stock — School  Issue  now  living  in 
Buffalo,  New  York  is  the  proud  father  of 
a  baby  girl  Maryanne  born  June  19. 

ENGAGED 

Geraldine  Coyman  of  Cataloging  and 
Classification,  R  and  RS  to  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, a  CP. A. 

MARRIED 

Marlene  Oxman  of  Book  Selection,  HR  and 
CS  to  Harvey  William  Gray  on  Sunday, 
July  19.    Mr,  Gray  is  a  teacher  at  the 
Acton-Boxboro  Regional  High  School. 


A  shower  was  given  Barbara  Ashe,  Book 
Stack  Service,  in  the  Women's  Lounge 
June  19. 

A  beautiful  orchid  corsage  was  present- 
ed to  the  very  surprised  and  excited 
Barbara,  before  the  opening  of  the  gifts. 
She  received  many  unusual,  beautiful 
gifts  from  a  large  number  of  friends  who 
oohed  and  ahhed  at  the  opening  of  each 
one. 

Delicious  refreshments  were  served  to 
the  group  and  later  a  display  was  made 
of  the  lovely  gifts. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orlando  C.  Davis  who 
observed  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniver- 
sary in  April.    We  extend  warm  wishes  for 
many  more  years  of  happiness.    Mr.  Davis 
was  Chief  Librarian  of  the  Division  of 
Home  Reading  and  Community  Services  from 
June,  193k  to  February,  19$2. 

PHOTOSTATIC  COPIES 

Two  ways ,  I  deem,  to  look  at  this : 

Better  a  copy,  than  to  miss  J 

Originals  though  far  superior 

May  be  shelved  in  Rome  or  Syria. 

The  photostatic  processing 

In  libraries  is  blossoming 

Which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at: 

They  have  to  keep  a  "copy-cat" I 

They  haven't  space;  their  books 
must  ration; 

So  thrives  the  photo  duplication. 

Wilson  Bulletin,  February  1958 
Ruth  Carter 
Oregon  State  College 
Corvallis,  Oregon 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 
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HOMAGE 

Librarians  in  Reference 

Deserve  a  patron's  deference. 

Their  searching  skills  command  respect, 

Likewise  their  facts  and  intellect. 

They  pause  a  moment,  poised,  intent 

As  if  the  answer  might  be  sent 

Direct  from  Heaven I    Then  they  look 

In  catalog,  at  map  or  book; 

Return  with  proof  of  their  success 

Which  makes  for  mutual  happiness  I 

Of  all  librarians  I've  met 

These  are  the  ones  from  whom  I  get 

The  answers  I    In  a  sense 

This  is  a  song  of  recompense 

For  all  the  information  sought 

And  freely  given.    Thanks  a  lot! 

Wilson  Bulletin,  February  1959 
Ruth  Carter 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 

New  Employees 

Constance  M.  Broadhurst,  Open  Shelf 

Jean  Harper,  Jamaica  Plain 

Sewell  S.  Hayes,  General  Reference 

N.  Elaine  Luxemburger,  Egleston  Square 

Jane  P.  Lynch,  Kirstein  Business  Branch 

Elizabeth  I,  McLucas,  Cataloging  and 

Classification,  R  and  RS 
Diane  M.  Stolpner,  Central  Charging 

Records 

Re-entered 

Annette  N.  Giacobbi,  formerly  part-time 
at  Memorial 

Transferred 

Naomi  A.  Bernbaum,  Egleston  Square  to 
Memorial 

Ernestine  Brown,  Charlestown  to  Bookmo- 
biles 

Dorothy  L.  Carrico,  Bookmobiles  to  Codman 
Square 

Laurelle  W.  Cole,  East  Boston  to  Alls  ton 
Dorothy  M.  Hanna,  Codman  Square  to  East 
Boston 

Harriette  C.  James,  Bookmobiles  to 
Brighton 

Jerome  McAndrew,  Business  Office  to  Cata- 
loging and  Classification,  R  and  RS 
Carolyn  L.  Madden,  Alls  ton  to  Charlestown 
Bertha  D.  Streeter,  Memorial  to  North  End 
Alice  M.  Waters,  Open  Shelf  to  Statistical 

Resigned 

Juanita  Blakely,  Bookmobiles,  to  accept 
position  as  librarian,  Sharon  Public 
Library 

Francis  R.  Currie,  Open  Shelf,  to  accept 
position  as  librarian,  Algonquin  Re- 
gional High  School,  Northborough 

Anne  B.  Cushing,  Central  Charging  Records, 
to  accept  another  position 

Samuel  Goldstein,  Science  and  Technology, 
to  accept  position  as  librarian  at  the 
Computer  Control  Co.,  Framingham 

Roslyn  F.  Ma  teles,  North  End,  moving  to 
Holland 

June  C.  Miles,  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion, R  and  RS,  to  continue  studies  at 
Northeastern  University 

Marilyn  A.  Rose,  East  Boston,  to  further 
study  in  California 

Betty  Wilburn,  North  End,  to  accept 
another  position 

Retired 

George  H.  Mack  in,  West  Roxbury 


Married 

Dorothy  Hiebert,  East  Boston,  to  Jay  Scott 

Odell,  July  11,  1959 
Marlene  Oxraan,  Book  Selection,  HRCS,  to 

Harvey  Gray,  July  19,  1959 

WHO'S  NEW 

The  pretty  new  face  in  Open  Shelf  be- 
longs to  Margaret  Harper  who  comes  to  us 
from  Detroit  via  Baldwin  Wallace  College 
near  Cleveland.    Margaret  spends  most  of 
her  spare  time  reading  but  is  also  in- 
terested in  music  and  swimming, 

# 

The  new  assistant  at  Dorchester  is 
Roberta  Sacco  #10  graduated  from  Simmons 
in  195>9.    Roberta  worked  part  time  in 
Inf opmation  Office  before  becoming  a  reg- 
ular member  of  the  staff.    Her  favorite 
hobby  is  painting. 

# 

Frank  DeCola  is  the  new  member  of  Audio 
Visual.    Frank  hails  from  New  York  City 
and  he  is  a  1959  graduate  of  Brandeis. 
Frank  is  interested  in  composing  music. 

# 

The  attractive  new  assistant  in  General 
Reference  is  Catherine  Eck.    A  native  of 
Circle  Pines,  Minnesota,  Cathy  now  lives 
in  Cambridge  where  she  graduated  from 
Radcliff  in  1959.    Her  favorite  pastimes 
are  reading,  cooking  and  dancing. 

Arthur  V.  Curley  comes  to  Connolly  via 
Boston  Latin  and  Harvard.  Arthur  enjoys 
drama,  sports  and  piano  in  his  spare  time. 

# 

Carolyn  Madden  of  Charlestown  graduated 
from  Bridgewater  State  Teacher's  College 
this  past  June.    Carolyn's  long  list  of 
interests  includes  the  theatre,  music, 
reading,  sewing  and  animals. 

Selma  Horwitz,  formerly  a  "30  hour  gal" 
at  Egleston  Square,  has  joined  the  full 
time  staff  of  Mt.  Bowdoin.    Selma  is  a 


busy  housewife  and  mother,  but  she  manages  j' 
to  find  time  for  knitting  and  writing 
short  stories. 

*• 

i 

Although  she  is  new  to  the  Bookmobiles,  < 
Mary  Murphy  is  not  a  stranger  in  the  Li-  | 
brary.    She  has  worked  part-time  in  Open 
Shelf  and  Book  Stack  Service  through  her 
years  as  a  student  at  Girls  Latin  and 
Emmanuel.    Swimming,  bowling  and  tennis 
are  Mary's  favorite  activities. 


Paul  J.  Hayes,  the  new  assistant  in 
Cataloging  and  Classification,  R  and  RS 
comes  to  us  from  the  lower  Back  Bay  and  is 
a  graduate  of  Cathedral  High  School.  After 
serving  his  time  in  the  Army,  Paul  worked 
for  his  family  before  coming  to  B.P.L.  In 
his  spare  time,  Paul  enjoys  handball,  tape 
recording  and  dancing. 

NEW  ARRIVALS 

Mr  and  Mrs  George  Armstrong  of  Avon  have 
announced  the  birth  of  their  third  child— 
a  son,  Timothy  John — on  June  28.  George 
worked  in  the  Office  of  Records,  Files, 
Statistics • 

ANSWER  TO  JULY  PUZZLE 

"Work  in  a  Public  Library  my  friends  is 
not  all  cakes  and  ale.    Much  of  it  is  ner- 
vous, dirty,  fussy  detail.    The  fun  is  to 
realize  that  one's  own  life  and  strength 
pass  imperceptibly  into  the  totality  of 
result.    A  library  is  a  cemetery  in  more 
senses  than  one.    It  absorbs  youth,  abil- 
ity and  fine  enthusiasms •    The  great  pub- 
lic catalog  is  a  huge  moloch  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned.    Scorn  not  its  limitations 
and  its  imperfections,  therefore,  they  are 
the  imperfections  of  human  nature  itself." 

LINDSAY  SWIFT 
1900 

ANOTHER  NEW  ARRIVAL 

Mr  and  Mrs  Frank  G.  Wietz  have  an- 
nounced the  recent  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Lynda  Elizabeth.    Mrs  Wietz  is  the  former 
Jean  Watson  of  the  Business  Office. 


RETIREMENTS 
GEORGE  H.  MACKIN 

George  H.  Mack  in,    senior  building 
custodian  at  West  Roxbury,  retired  on 
July  31,  after  thirty  years  of  service. 
He  established  the  remarkable  record  of 
never  being  absent  for  a  single  day. 

His  friends  in  the  library  and  the  com- 
munity presented  him  with  a  hundred  dol- 
lar bill  and  a  hand -dec orated  tribute  in 
recognition  of  his  loyalty  and  accom~ 
plishments  • 

After  the  middle  of  September  the 
Mack  ins  plan  to  make  their  home  in  Maine, 
spending  the  winter  months  in  California, 
near  their  son  who  is  attending  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 

We  at  West  Roxbury  wish  him  well  in 
this  new  phase  of  his  life. 

MRS  MARGARET  K.  SHIRAR 

Mrs  Margaret  Shirar,  who  retired  on 
April  30  after  nearly  27  years  of  ser- 
vice, most  of  them  at  School  Issue,  is 
now  living  in  Bowling  Green,  Florida 
(mailing  address  Box  33U,  Bowling  Green). 
To  go  with  their  thriving  orange  grove 
she  and  her  husband  are  building  a  new 
ranch  home,  and  when  time  allows  she  ex- 
pects to  do  volunteer  work  in  the  local 
hospital.    The  Shirars  seem  to  have  found 
a  neighborhood  of  ex-Bay  Staters  and  are 
well  on  the  way  to  becoming  real 
Floridians. 

ELIZABETH  M.  KERNACHAN 

Elizabeth  Kernachan  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a  dinner  party  at  the  Salmagundi  on 
Saturday,  May  sixteenth.    The  occasion 
was  her  retirement  from  the  Library  after 
forty-four  years  of  service,  and  the  hos- 
tesses were  the  staff  at  Hyde  Park.  The 
food  was  good  and  the  conversation  was 
better?  enlivened,  as  it  was,  with  Miss 
Kernachan 's  usual  quick  wit.    The  staff 
presented  her  with  a  gift.    The  years 
ahead  should  be  happy  ones  for  Miss  Ker- 
nachan with  her  many  interests.  The 
staff  will  miss  her  and  hopes  she  will 
visit  us  often  to  brighten  the  days  with 
her  pleasant  humor. 


-it 


EXHIBITION  OF  SOVIET  SCIENCE 
CULTURE  AND  TECHNOLOGY 

The  hammer  and  sickle  hanging  alongside 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  has  a  tendency  to 

' shake r    a  person  up,  especially  if  this 
is  in  New  York  City.    This  was  the  case 
with  me  a  few  weeks  ago  when  I  walked 
towards  Columbus  Circle  to  attend  the  Ex- 
hibition of  Soviet  Science,  Culture  and 
Technology  at  the  Coliseum. 

A  friend  who  had  studied  Russian  at  Har- 
vard, and  is  now  living  in  New  York  told 
me  that  he  had  been  to  the  show  the  week 
before,  and  that  it  was  almost  an  impossi- 
bility to  see  anything  because  of  the 
crowds  that  had  surged  around  the  differ- 
ent displays. 

The  day  we  got  there,  the  crowds  were  a 
bit  thinner.    We  rode  up  the  escalators 
which  were  patrolled  by  U.S.  Customs  men, 
to  ensure  that  nothing  was  taken  out  be- 
cause the  exhibit  had  been  set  up  by 
special  arrangement. 

The  first  floor,  about  as  big  as  Boston 
Garden,  was  devoted  mostly  to  heavy  in- 
dustry, housing,  science,  and  electronics. 

Most  of  the  displays  were  just  too  tech- 
nically involved  for  me,  or  for  any  lay- 
man.   I  virouldn't  even  know  the  function  of 
the  American  equivalents,  so  I  didn't  feel 
too  badly.    It  looked  to  me  as  if  the 
wires  were  all  in  the  right  places,  and 
the  cases  of  these  instruments  were  made 
of  a  strong  enough  gauge  steel,  and  this 
was  the  only  way  I  could  judge  these 
instruments . 

The  models  of  factories, ships,  and  atomic 
ice-breakers  were  very  well  made  with  a 


great  deal  of  attentioi>  to  detail.  The 
funniest  remark  I  heard  was  in  "vont  of 
an  enormous  wheat  combine  with  tires 
about  eleven  feet  tall.    A  woman  visitor 
asked  the  demonstrator  how  much  it  cost. 
The  guide  looked  at  her  in  astonishment; 
his  mouth  dropped,  and  he  was  at  a?  com- 
plete a  loss  for  words  as  I  have  ever 
seen  anyone. 

A  large  display  of  radios  and  televi- 
sion sets  took  up  one  wall  of  tbe  first 
floor*  the  radios  all  looked  like  excel- 
lent copies  of  the  German,  but  the  un- 
usual thing  about  them  was  that  almost 
none  of  them  had  been  built  in  the  Sovi- 
et Union.    Many  of  them  came  from  Eston- 
ia, Latvia,  and  other  small  countries. 
The  television  equipment  was  modeled  af- 
ter, or  at  least  looked  very  much  like, 
our  own  American  sets.    A  studio  had  been 
set  up,  and  closed  circuit  broadcasts  of 
films  were  shown  periodically  during  the 
day. 

The  stereo  display  and  demonstration 
room  gave  continuous  performances  to 
large  crowds  of  people.    The  Russian 
Stereo  is  as  loud  and  uncomfortable  as 
our  own. 

The  second  floor,  also  as  large  as  Bos- 
ton Garden,  was  something  that  I  could 
understand:  'Consumer  goods  and  the  arts 
were  featured.    I,  of  course,  ran  to  what 
had  been  the  book  display.    I  had  heard 
that  a  group  of  books  had  been  set  up  and 
a  sign  telling  people  that  they  could 
browse,  but  please  not  to  remove  the 
books  because  it  was  against  Customs 
regulations  had  been  printed. 

I  arrived  at  the  display  only  to  dis- 
cover that  it  had  been  closed  because  the 
books  had  started  to  disappear,  till  fi- 
nally they  were  almost  all  gone.  It 
seems  that  any  loose  book  just  hanging 
around  is  an  immediate  challenge  to  our 
American  readers,  even  if  the  language 
happens  to  be  Russian. 

The  women  in  our  party  were  more  inter- 
ested in  the  clothing  and  styling  of  the 
fashions  than  anything  else  and  made  a 
beeline  for  that  display.    After  a  closer 
look  at,  and  feel  of,  the  material,  the 
girls  snorted  that  they  could  get  better 
stuff  at  Woolworth's  or  Grant's.  That 
took  care  of  the  clothing  display. 

A  large  section  devoted  to  food  and 
wine  did  actually  contain  the  Van  Cliburn 
chocolates,  a  candy  box  shaped  like  a 
piano  with  a  full  color  photo  of  the 
pianist  on  the  cover. 


Most  of  the  consumer  items  lacked  any 
sort  of  taste,  being  poorly  made,  badly 
designed,  and  just  seemed  out  of  place  in 
the  display.    The  furniture  -was  finished 
badly.    I  was  told  that  the  concentration 
its  upon  heavy,  and  not  consumer,  goods 
and  that  this  -mas  the  reason,  but  I  still 
have  the  feeling  that  they  could  learn  a 
lot  about  design  from  the  West. 

The  automobiles  are  good  looking,  and, 
once  again  testing  in  the  only  way  that  I 
knew,  I  tapped  the  fenders  and  slammed  the 
doors,  and  hit  the  tires.  Everything 
seemed  to  be  solid,  and  the  engine  was  un- 
der the  hood.    All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
autos  didn't  fall  apart,  and  they  looked 
shiny. 

The  Russians  outdid  themselves  in  their 
display  of  settings  for  the  drama  and  bal- 
let; miniature  models  in  costumes  set  in 
appropriate  stage  settings  showed  examples 
of  the  theatre  arts — this  was  a  brilliant 
job. 

All  things  considered,  I  would  say,  as 
an  ordinary  observor,  that  the  Russians 
put  on  an  impressive  exhibit,  and  would 
agree  with  VARIETY  magazine  that  with 
14.0,000  visitors  a  day,  the  show  was  a  box 
office  "boffola". 

FRANK  LAVINE 
QUOTE 

From  the  desk  of  Professor  Gustav  von 
Krumbunny  of  the  University  of  Portland 
overlooking  the  gently  flowing  waters  of 
the  Williamette  comes  this  bit  of  philo- 
sophical musing: 

When  one  speaks  alone, 
That's  a  monologue. 
When  two  speak  together, 
That's  a  dialogue. 
But  what  of  the  prattle 
Between  two  cattle — 
Would  you  call  that 
A  catalog? 

Professor,  it  is  just  as  well  that  you 
do  not  know  what  I  do  call  it. 

Submitted  by 
ESTHER  LISSNER 
Cataloging  and 
Classification,  R  and  RS 


THE  CODEX  PORPHYRIOUS 

Saint  John,  himself,  tells  us  in  the 
Apocalypse  (Revelation  1-9)  that  he  was 
on  Patmos.    From  the  chapel  of  his  grotto 
in  the  side  of  the  mountain,  we  climbed 
by  donkey-back  to  the  Monastery  on  the 
hilltop. 

Into  the  courtyard  to  visit  the  chapel 
with  its  ornate  Iconostasis,  and  the 
shrine  of  the  founder  St.  Chris todule; 
then  winding  through  narrow  corridors  and 
stairs  to  the  library,  scarce  as  big  as  a 
large  living  room.    Here  was  the  signa- 
ture of  Chris todule  in  his  11th  century 
parchment  missal;  there  a  manuscript, 
circa  8th  century  of  Job.    Nearby  the 
famed  letters  of  patent  nobility,  The 
Imperial  Golden  Bull  of  1088  granted  to 
the  monks  by  King  Alexis  Comnenus  I.  And 
magnificent  miniatures  of  the  Evangelists. 
So  much  learning  in  so  little  space t 

"You  must  have  many  mss.  in  your  li- 
brary in  Boston,"  the  monk  remarked. 

"Yes,  indeed,"  I  replied,  recalling  the 
many  that  had  passed  through  my  hands  in 
previous  decades,  "But  NOT  the  Purple 
Codex." 

"Ah,  no,"  he  smiled,  "but  that  is  a 
most  special  treasure."    He  led  me  to  the 
glass  case  where  the  quarto  volume  lay, 
a  ^th  century  Gospel  stretched  out  in  all 
its  glory — the  inspired  work  of  that 
other  Evangelist  John,  the  young  man  who 
was  called  John  Mark.    Purple  indeed  it 
is,  all  thirty-three  of  the  thin  vellum 
leaves  which  still  remain  on  Patmos;  and 
the  double  columned  beautiful  uncial 
script  was  silver,  save  where  the  name  of 
God  is  written  in  a  shining  gold.  Tran- 
scribed in  the  style  of  the  early  Fathers 
with  little  or  no  spacing  between  the 
words,  it  is  perhaps  the  third  oldest 
scriptural  manuscript  in  the  world.  A 
treasure  indeed,  to  be  guarded,  shared, 
and  loved. 

Whether  or  not  this  is  the  actual  place 
where  John  lived  and  wrote,  it  is  an 
unforgettable  experience  to  visit  this 
remote  Island  in  the  Aegean  Sea. 

MARY  ALICE  REA 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


THE  STACK  GIRLS'  TRIBUTE  TO  "SUGAR  KANE" 
or 

KANES'S  KABLE  KARS 

Hurrah  for  the  Union  Pacific  I 
Hurrah  for  its  trains  and  its  tracks! 
But  the  Union  Pacific 
Is  not  so  terrific 

As  the  railroad  we  have  in  the  stacks. 

The  books  in  the  stacks  are  sent  up  in  the 
cars 

Of  a  railroad  that  runs  night  and  day, 
But  once  in  awhile  the  machinery  breaks 
down 

And  there's  all  sorts  of  fuss  and  delay. 
So  wildly  we  call  for  the  man  with  the  tools 
That  we  need  when  the  railroad  revolts 
And  Willie  arrives  with  his  wrench  in  his 
hand 

And  tightens  our  nuts  and  our  bolts. 

Hurrah  for  the  Union  Pacific  I 
Hurrah,  for  their  loss  is  our  gain, 
For  the  Union  Pacific 
Had  none  so  terrific 
As  our  own  engineer,  Willie  Kane. 

Reprinted  from  THE  SOAP  BOX,  March  1950. 


IN  MEMDRIAM 

GERTRUDE  L.  M.  LEUFGREN 

Gertrude  Leufgren,  former  Adult  Li- 
brarian at  Hyde  Park,  passed  away  on 
July  twentieth  after  a  brief  illness. 

Miss  Leufgren  entered  the  library  ser- 
vice in  1912  at  the  time  when  the  town  of 
Hyde  Park  was  annexed  to  Boston.  She 
served  in  the  one  branch  library  through- 
out her  forty-two  years  of  service,  until 
her  retirement  on  April  30,  1955. 

My  own  memories  of  Miss  Leufgren  go 
back  to  the  time  when  I  received  my  first 
library  card  in  the  third  grade.    I  re- 
member her  quiet  kindness  and  helpfulness 
during  my  school  years,  and  it  was  at  her 
suggestion  that  I  entered  the  part-time 
service  of  the  library.    Having  worked 
with  Miss  Leufgren  for  many  years  during 
my  full-time  service  at  Hyde  Park,  the 
greatest  tribute  I  can  pay  her  is  to  say 
that  I  never  knew  her  to  say  or  do  an 
unkind  thing.    She  was  respected  and 
loved  by  everyone  who  worked  with  her  as 
she  was  by  her  many  friends  in  the 
community. 

ELLEN  C.  PETERSON 
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SUMMER  SUMMATION 

It  would  seem  a  good  thought  in  this  month  of  neither-here-nor-thereness  to  take  an 
end-of-season  count  of  our  debits  and  credits  thus  far  in  the  year.   Actually  we  would 
like  to  call  it  quits  and  start  all  over  since  we  have  a  personal  preference  for  say- 
ing 'Happy  New  Year1'  when  we  still  have  the  energy  to  make  it  sound  convincing.  Soon 
after  vacation  and  ;Just  preceding  the  brisk  autumn  season  would  therefore  seem  to  be 
the  logical  tune.    The  official  calendar,  however,  rests  firmly  at  the  three-quarter 

*Z  S?  weuPr°Ceed  ^th  a  three-quarter  year  inventory,  pausing  only  to  mutter  a  hushed 
and  hasty  'happy  new  year'  to  ourselves. 

Thus  far,  under  credits  we  and  the  following: 

1.    A  series  of  pay  raises  or  increments,  by  and  large  satisfactory  to  most 
needs    Staff '  indicatine  a  recognition  of  this  area  of  personnel 

\"    iJ^^J*7  hike  4x6  10        ^^11  grant  of  the  Mayor  and  Council, 
frn a         °Ver  the  past  few  "Hrtks  that  vacancies  are  being 

iiixed  quickly  and  with  attractive  and  talented  new  employees  whom 
we  welcome  most  heartily. 

On  the  debit  of  our  ledger  we  count: 

1.    The  titular  vacancies  for  Chiefs  of  the  Music,  Statistical,  and 
!n~  Techn°l°gy  Departments,  which  have  not  yet  been 
aS thr^bU^^08'  t0        detriinent  of  the  &"*ary,  the  staff> 

2#    Th«+^in  ^rtain  stat*s  of  our  NPts,  pending  the  completion  of  a 

s^uay,  which  we  understand  was  delayed  by  the  time-consuming  budget 

possible*        Whi°h  iS  in  800d  faith  being  contimed  as  rapidly  as 

3.   The  unfortunate  book  budget  results  which  will  hurt  the  library  in  the 

1*2  HF*        W!Te  m08t  i^diately  harmful  to  the  citizens  and 
students  of  Boston. 

a  SSiSvtrSff^Sr8  ?"ndicates>         th«  exception  of  the  titular  vacancies, 

lit  Progression  which,  however  slow,  is  encouraging. 

fi?sf^debites5^Ve  *?  5™  °ne-thiid  °f  th«  ^  l^e  may  hope  that  the 
first  two  debits  might  turn  into  credit  before  we  aing  Auld  Lang  Syne. 
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FRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


\ 


There  has  not  been  much  activity  within 
the  Association  during  the  summer  months 
and  so  your  president  does  not  have  much 
to  report  or  on  which  to  comment.  Plans 
are  underway  for  the  fall  program  which 
should  be  announced  soon. 

We  were  interested  to  see  the  notice  in 
the  Staff  Memo  concerning  the  fund  left  by 
Mr.  Friedman  to  establish  awards  for  staff 
members,  and  I  am  sure  we  all  appreciate 
his  remembering  us,  and  will  be  interested 
in  learning  what  form  the  awards  will  take, 

The  Executive  Board  regrets  the  vacancy 
which  the  resignation  of  Nancy  Cushing  has 
caused  in  its  ranks  and  is  taking  steps  to 
fill  the  gap.    In  this  connection  we  are 
proposing  to  the  Constitution  Committee  an 
amendment  to  the  by-laws  by  which  in  case 
of  resignation  of  a  two-year  board  member, 
the  Board  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill 
the  vacancy  only  up  to  the  time  of  the 
next  annual  election  instead  of  for  the 
full  term  of  the  vacancy  as  is  now  the 
case. 

Sincerely, 
SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 
BOOK  SELECTION  COMMITTEES  not  AT  wnftTf 

In  the  midst  of  dazzling  sunshine  and 
bracing  fall  air,  seventeen  members  of 
the  three  Book  Selection  Committees— 
adult,  young  adult,  and  juvenile— (plus 
one  Deputy  Supervisor  and  the  staff  0f 
the  Book  Selection  office)  motoreTto 
West  Falmouth  on  Saturday,  September  19 

The  first  port  of  call  was  the  Coona-* 
messett  Inn,  noted  for  the  excellent 
cuisine  and  attractive  "format".  The 
group  did  full  justice  to  the  situation 
gastronomically  and  aesthetically. 

Following  the  luncheon  the  group  was 
guided  by  the  hostess  of  the  afternoon 
M.  Jane  Manthorne,  Readers  Advisor  for' 
Young  Adults,  to  the  newly-acquired  home 
where  she  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Alice  Man- 
thorne, relax  in  splendor  for  the  summer 
months.    Situated  on  a  beautiful  lake 
practically  neighborless,  the  house  is  an 
ideal  one  for  relaxation.    The  hostesses- 
mother  and  daughter— provided  the  group 
with  hospitality  unsurpassed. 

The  Committees  are  considering  having 
their  weekly  sessions  there  during  the 
summer  months,  as  soon  as  a  helicopter 
becomes  an  acquisition  of  Book  Selection, 

EDNA  G.  PEGJt 


IN  MEMORIAM 

FREDERICK  J.  AIMEIDA 

On  July  29,  Officer  Frederick  J. 
Almeida  of  East  Boston  suddenly  succumbed 
after  an  emergency  operation.    The  news 
of  his  death  not  only  shocked  the  commu- 
nity, but  particularly  his  co-workers  at 
this  branch  to  whom  he  was  both  a  kindly 
friend  and  counselor.    He  was  very  active 
in  both  church  and  civic  affairs,  yet 
there  were  only  two  places  to  which  he 
was  truly  devoted— his  home  and  the  Li- 
brary.   Officer  Almeida  was  a  man  large 
in  stature  with  a  heart  built  in  to 
match.    His  main  efforts  in  life  were 
directed  toward  making  his  fellow  men 
happy,  with  particular  preference  far  the 
small  ones  nho  remember  the  ice  cream  and 
tonic  that  mysteriously  appeared  at  every 
library  function.    He  was  a  symbol  of  a 
vanishing  generation,  a  gentleman  of  the 
old  school,  and  one  mho  is  truly  irre- 
placeable. 

EVELYN  C.  MARDEN 

MICHAEL  MCCARTHY 

Michael  McCarthy,  formerly  Chief  Clas- 
sifier in  the  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion Department  of  the  Reference  and  Re- 
search Division,  who  retired  in  December 
of  19U1  after  forty  years  of  service, 
passed  away  on  September  1$,  19^9  four 
weeks  after  his  wife.    Mr.  McCarthy  would 
have  been  eighty-five  years  old  next 
March. 

Mr,  McCarthy  had  been  in  good  health 
and  active  until  last  March.    On  March  22, 
Mrs.  McCarthy  fell  and  broke  her  hip,  and 
from  that  time  on  was  confined  to  either 
the  hospital  or  to  a  nursing  home.  From 
the  time  of  Mrs.  McCarthy's  accident,  Mr. 
McCarthy  went  out  only  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital, nursing  home,  or  to  church*  His 
health  failed  rapidly  and  Hps,  McCarthy's 
death  was  a  great  shock  to  him  and  only 
four  weeks  after  her  death,  he  passed 
away. 

Mr.  McCarthy  had  been  employed  in  the 
"Old  library"  on  Boylston  Street,  where 
the  Colonial  Theatre  now  stands.    When  it 
was  moved  to  Copley  Square,  Mr.  McCarthy 
was  one  of  the  staff  mho  took  part  in  the 
placing  of  the  collections  in  the  new 
building.    For  many  years  thereafter  he 
was  consulted  when  members  of  the  staff 
wanted  information  regarding  the  "Old 
Building"  as  the  Library  on  Boylston 
Street  was  alsfays  referred  to. 


C.  C.  M.  S.  IN  BYE-BYE  TO  D»  K. 

On  September  19  the  cream  of  the 
C.C.M.S.,  frustrated  from  the  lack  of  re- 
cent resignations,  gathered  at  (guess 
•where  1 )  to  release  their  pent-up  feelings , 
heretofore  released  quite  regularly,  and 
incidentally  to  congratulate  Dan  Koury  on 
leaving  the  Library.    It  was  felt  that  the 
recent  salary  increases  have  had  an  ad- 
verse  effect  on  C.C.M.S.  social  activities 
and,  therefore,  a  vote  of  censure  was 
taken  against  the  Staff  Association  for 
its  over-zealous  efforts  in  behalf  of  more 
money.    It  is  this  kind  of  selfish  activi- 
ty that  may  some  day  sound  the  death  knoll 
of  the  one  proud  and  ever-changing  C.CM.S, 

After  a  very  animated  discussion  on  the 
future  of  Tom  Dewey's  Decimal  System, 
oiled  by  a  wide  diversity  of  beverages, 
notable  among  which  was  the  grasshopper,  a 
tasty  refreshment  whose  main  ingredient  is 
plump,  green,  marinated  grasshoppers  (order 
Orthoptera),  we  sat  down.    We  really  had 
to  sit  down. 

The  menu,  which  consisted  of  succulent 
whatchamacallets  garnished  with  delight- 
fully tender  young  Chinese,  was  universal- 
ly enjoyed  by  NP's,  PP's,  and  P's  to  cor- 
respondingly varying  degrees.    Even  the 
fortune  cookies  with  their  dire  forecast 
of  ominous  events  to  come  were  accepted 
stoically  by  the  sophisticated  membership. 

The  events  to  follow  were  no  improve- 
ment.   Chief  Chowder  Chaplain,  Chancellor 
Lou  Rains,  made  his  usual  simple  presenta- 
tion speech.    Dan  Koury  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  gift  of  records,  a  complete  set  of 
Beethoven  Quartets,  notwithstanding  Lou 
Rains'  acute  observation  that  for  the  same 
money  we  might  have  had  a  full  symphony 
orchestra  or  even  an  opera  company.  The 
record  selection  committee  was  admonished 
for  not  getting  the  biggest  boom  for  its 
bucks.    Another  feature  of  the  presenta- 
tion was  a  gilded  catalogue  tray  key  on 
the  end  of  a  handsome  chain  of  tarnished 
paper  clips. 

The  musical  Carbonneaus  (one  chantoosie 
and  one  chanteur)    offered  good  singing  tc 
blue  accompaniments.    Maurice  complained 
of  sticking  pedals  which  always  stuck  on 
wrong  notes.    Here  we  missed  Dan,  who  man- 
ages to  have  them  stick  on  the  right  notes. 

Several  old  graduates  were  on  hand: 
Loraine  Sullivan  looking  fit  as  ever; 
George  Pahud,  twice  as  big  as  lif  e$  Dick 
Waters  with  his  million  flying  hours  over 
the  Fall  River  Expressway;  Sam  Goldstein, 


who  was  selected  for  another  farewell 
party  and  this  time  it  was  agreed  we 
would  make  it  3tick. 

VIRGINIA  HA VILA ND  HONORED 

Representatives  of  the  Boston  book  and 
publishing  world  were  guests  of  Little, 
Brown  and  Company  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
College  Club  on  Wednesday,  September  23, 
1959 •    The  group  met  to  pay  tribute  to 
Virginia  Haviland,  Readers  Advisor  for 
Children,  Boston  Public  Library,  upon 
the  publication  of  her  three  new  books 
issued  by  Little,  Brown  and  Company: 
Favorite  Fairy  Tales  Told  in  Germany, 
Favorite  Fairy  Tales  Told  in  England", 
and  Favorite  Fairy  Tales  Told  in  France. 

Helen  Jones,  Children's  Book  Editor  of 
Little,  Brown  and  Company  was  assisted 
as  hostess  by  Jean  Bates,  formerly  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  now  of  Lit- 
tle, Brown  and  Company.   A  special 
guest  of  honor  was  Alice  M.  Jordan,  Sup- 
ervisor of  Work  with  Children,  Emeritus, 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Following  a  delicious  luncheon,  Miss 
Haviland,  at  the  request  of  Alice  Dixon 
Bond,  Literary  Editor  of  the  Boston 
Herald ,  told  briefly  how  the  books  came 
into  being.    Then  Ruth  Viguers,  Editor 
of  the  HORN  BOOKS,  told  "Molly  Whuppie" 
one  of  the  fairy  tales  from  Told  in 
England ,  which  aaunded  as  appealing  to 
her  adult  audience  as  it  must  to  the 
thousands  of  children  who  hear  it  told 
by  their  teachers  and  librarians. 

One^of  the  most  appealing  features  of 
an  especially  attractive  table  was  a 
g£f*t  copy  of  one  of  the  books,  auto- 
graphed by  the  author,  at  each  place 
setting. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Miss 
Haviland  by  her  co-*workers  at  the  Boston 
Public  Library  upon  the  publication  of 
these  attractive  volumes. 


NEW  ENGLAND  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
Qcnferenfte,  1U--17  October  1959 
New  Ocean  House,  Swampscott 
See 

T 
0 

U  there? 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 

New  Employees 

Elizabeth  A.  Carey,  Book  Stack  Service 
Nancy  Condon,  Central  Charging  Records 
Patricia  Feeney,  Audio  Visual 
Mrs  Jane  F.  Fisher,  School  Issue 
Elizabeth  R.  Harrington,  Science  and 

Technology 
Thomas  J.  Hegarty,  Statistical,  formerly 

part-time 
Beverly  Kulesza,  Book  Stack  Service 
Frederick  Van  Norden,  Science  and  Tech- 
nology 
June  Walker,  Hyde  Park 

Re-entered 

Dorothy  M.  Brassil,  Charlestown,  formerly 
part-time 

Mrs  Judith  Hurd,  Uphams  Corner,  formerly 
part-time 

Resigned 

Claire  V.  Doubrousky,  Statistical,  to 

accept  another  position 
Renee  Frederick,  Division  Office,  R  and 

RS,  moving  out  of  state 
Mary  Gegerias,  Division  Office,  R  and  RS, 

to  accept  another  position 
Mrs  Marlene  Oxman  Gray,  Book  Selection, 

HRCS,  to  remain  at  home 
Mary  Jackson,  Bookmobiles,  to  remain  at 

home 

Arvid  Lextrom,  Audio  Visual,  to  study 
abroad 

Patricia  Maxwell,  Central  Charging  Records, 

to  accept  another  position 
Joan  M.  Shaw,  Central  Book  Stock — School 

Issue ,  to  accept  another  position 

Retired 

Harriet  Swift,  Rare  Book 
Married 

Margaret  Harper,  Open  Shelf,  to  Merton 

Wallace  Seymour,  August  22 
Barbara  J.  Ashe,  Book  Stack  Service,  to 

Michael  Robert  Kean,  August  22 
Juli^a  Lenzi,  Roslindale,  to  Richard  J, 

Hatch,  September  7 
Anne  M.  Degnan,  Director's  Office,  to 

Joseph  Paratore,  September  12 

Transferred 

Jean  Babcock,  Charlestown  to  Division 
Office,  R  and  RS 


WHO'S  NEW 

Jean  Harper  is  the  new  assistant  at 
Jamaica  Plain.    Jean  lives  in  Cambridge 
where  she  graduated  from  Radcliff  this 
past  June,    Reading  and  piano  fill  her 
spare  time. 

■* 

Egleston  Square  is  boasting  a  new 
Young  Adult  worker  these  days.  Elaine 
Luxemburger,  a  recent  graduate  of  Pem- 
broke, hails  from  Jupiter,  Florida.  She 
is  currently  a  resident  of  Cambridge 
where  she  lives  with  her  husband.  Cook- 
ing is  Elaine's  chief  hobby. 

* 

Jane  Lynch  of  Dorchester  is  the  new 
assistant  at  Kirstein.    Jane  was  educated 
at  Regis  and  Simmons.    She  taught  school 
before  coming  to  BPL.    Reading,  music 
and  swimming  are  her  favorite  pastimes. 

# 

The  newest  assistant  in  General  Refer- 
ence is  Sewell  Hayes  of  Melrose*  After 
graduating  from  Hope  College  in  Michigan, 
Sewell  attended  Theological  School  for 
two  years  before  coming  to  the  Library. 
In  his  spare  time,  he  enjoys  playing 
saxophone  and  clarinet. 

# 

Elizabeth  McLucas  of  Cataloging  and 
Classification,  R  and  RS,  comes  from 
Somerville.    She  is  a  Northeastern  Uni- 
versity co-op  student.    Skating  and 
dancing  are  her  favorite  activities. 

*• 

Dianne  Stolpner  has  come  to  Central 
Charging  Records.    Her  home  is  in  Hyde 
Park  where  she  graduated  from  Hyde  Park 
High  last  June.    Dianne  enjoys  winter 
sports  "most  of  all". 

# 

The  pert  new  miss  in  Open  Shelf  is 
Cons  tance  Broadhurst,  a  recent  English- 
major  graduate  of  Bates  College,  and  a 
native  of  Somerset,  Massachusetts. 
Connie's  soft  voice  and  quiet  manner  hide 
the  instincts  of  an  explorer,  and  her 
capacity  for  filling  leisure  hours  to  the 
brim  has  led  even  to  the  extreme  of  ten- 
nis at  5  a.m. 
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SUMMER  WEDDINGS 

On  August  22,  Barbara  J.  Ashe,  Book 
Stack  Service,  became  the  bride  of  Robert 
M.  Kean  at  a  Nuptial  Mass  celebrated  at 
the  Basilica  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
in  Roxbury.    Given  in  marriage  by  her 
father,  the  bride  looked  most  beautiful  in 
a  gown  of  silk  organza  extending  to  a 
chapel  length  train.    She  carried  a  cas- 
cade bouquet  of  white  sweetheart  roses 
with  a  white  orchid  in  the  center.  Her 
maid  of  honor,  Patricia  Ashe,  Office  of 
Records,  Files,  Statistics,  wore  an  orchid 
gown  of  silk  organza  with  a  matching  pic- 
ture hat.    The  bridesmaids  wore  identical 
gowns  and  hats  of  yellow.    The  bride's 
younger  sister  was  the  Junior  bridesmaid 
and  her  three-year-old  sister  was  adorable 
as  the  flower  girl.    Following  the  cere- 
mony, a  reception  was  held  at  the  1200 
Beacon  Street  Hotel,  and  was  attended  by 
many  of  her  library  friends.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kean's  honeymoon  included  a  trip  to  Canada 
and  a  tour  through  New  York  State.  They 
are  now  residing  in  Hyde  Park.    Among  the 
out-of-town  guests  were  Eamon  McDonough, 
an  uncle  of  the  bride,  and  his  family. 

# 

On  Monday,  September  7,  Julia  A.  Lenzi, 
Roslindale,  was  married  to  Richard  J. 
Hatch  at  a  Suptial  Mass  in  St.  Lazarus 
Church  in  East  Boston.    The  bride's  gown 
was  a  beautiful  creation  of  white  silk 
taffeta  and  lace,  studded  with  rhines tones. 
Her  finger  tip  veil  was  topped  by  a  crown 
of  pearls,  and  she  carried  white  orchids 
with  stephanatis. 

The  four  bridesmaids  wore  ballerina 
length  gown3  of  shell  pink  chiffon  with 
matching  velvet  caps  and  carried  old 
fashioned  bouquets  of  tea  roses.  Mrs. 
Hatch's  sister,  the  matron  of  honor,  was 
attired  in  a  ballerina  length  gown  of 
shrimp  color  chiffon. 

A  reception  after  the  marriage  was  held 
at  the  Winthrop  Arms  Hotel.    After  a  wed- 
ding trip  to  Florida,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hatch 
will  live  in  Braintree. 

* 

At  a  Nuptial  Mass  in  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew  the  Apostle,  Forest  Hills,  Anne  M. 
Degnan  of  the  Director's  Office  became  the 
bride  of  Joseph  A.  Paratore  of  Roslindale 
on  Saturday,  September  12,  at  10:00  a.m. 
The  bride  looked  regal  in  a  formal  bouffant 


gown  of  lily-white  organza  trimmed  with 
appliqued  satin  leaves  and  ending  in  a 
chapel  length  train.    A  wreath  of  orange 
blossoms  held  in  place  her  finger  tip 
length  illusion  veil.    She  carried  a  bou- 
quet consisting  of  a  white  orchid  encir- 
cled by  baby  carnations  and  stephanotis 
intertwined  with  ivy. 

The  matron  of  honor,  Patricia  Reardon 
of  Personnel,  was  attired  in  a  ballerina 
length  gown  of  nile  green  iridescent 
taffeta.    The  bridesmaids,  one  of  viiom 
was  Charlotte  Ellis  formerly  of  the  Di- 
rector's Office,  wore  a  complimentary 
shade  of  emerald  green.    Each  attendant 
carried  a  bouquet  of  baby  yellow  chrysan- 
themums circling  a  large  green  chrysan- 
themum tinted  to  match  their  gowns. 
After  the  ceremony,  the  reception,  held 
at  the  King  Philip  Ballroom  on  beautiful 
Lake  Pearl  in  Wrentham,  was  attended  by 
many  of  Anne's  Library  friends. 

ENGAGEMENT 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  en- 
gagement of  Cornelia  Harrington,  Cata- 
loging and  Classification,  R  and  RS,  to 
Luigi  John  Toffolo  of  Bridgeport,  Conn- 
ecticut.   November  fourteen  has  been  set 
as  the  wedding  date  and  Connie's  future 
home  will  be  in  Bridgeport. 

PUBLIC  RESPONDS  TO 
'  SAGA  OF  STEAM  RAILWAYS 

Among  the  favorable  responses  to  the 
BPL  TV  Program  and  coordinated  exhibit 
on  Railways,  there  have  been  several 
bids  for  the  art  work  by  James  Mohan, 
Mr.  Mohan,  a  Boston  artist  who  favors 
the  subject  matter  offered  by  railroads 
and  ships,  has  been  asked  to  contribute 
his  exhibit  material  for  a  meeting  of 
the  Boston  Transportation  Management 
Club  at  the  Madison  Hotel  on  October  22, 
and  for  a  display  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  N.Y.,  H.H.,  &  Hartford.    Tom  Fan- 
ning deserves  a  note  of  credit  for  his 
part  in  the  program  and  the  tastefully, 
interesting  format  of  the  display. 


Summer  Reading  Club  at  West  Roxbury 
closed  Thursday,  August  27,  with  a  pro- 
gram for  members  and  their  parents.  The 
children  presented  a  puppet  play  based  on 
"Christopher  Robin  leads  an  expedition  to 
the  North  Pole",  by  Milne.    Mrs.  Fred 
Seely,  a  borrower,  talked  to  the  group 
about  Alaska  where  she  lived  for  fifteen 
years,  going  to  school  in  Nome  part  of  the 
time.    The  certificates,  rolled  and  tied 
like  diplomas,  were  awarded  by  Pauline 
Walker,  Branch  Librarian. 

Thirty  children  earned  certificates  by 
reading  at  least  one  book  from  each  sec- 
tion of  the  list  or  another  book  of  the 
same  type.  Those  who  read  at  least  nine 
books,  but  did  not  vary  their  selection, 
■were  placed  on  an  Honor  List. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  "Alaska  Bound1 
a  large  map  of  North  America  was  posted — 
with  four  different  routes  marked  on  it. 
These  were  divided  into  nine  segments  and 
the  child's  marker  (a  pennant  on  a  corsagp 
pin)  moved  to  record  his  progress. 

At  the  meetings  the  children  shared 
their  favorite  stories  and  prepared  for 
the  final  program. 

A  total  of  65  children  participated  in 
the  club. 

"ALASKA  BOUND"  READING  CLUB 

The  "Alaska  Bound"  Summer  Reading  Club 
of  Central  Library's  Children's  Room  had 
its  awards  party  on  September  17.  Eliza- 
beth Gordon,  Deputy  Supervisor  in  Charge 
of  Work  with  Children,  presented  certifi- 
cates to  fourteen  youngsters  for  their 
vacation  reading  of  eight  or  more  books. 
Club  members  and  their  friends  enjoyed 
games,  refreshments,  and  a  movie,  City 
Sailors • 


ALUMNI  NOTES 

Friends  of  Mrs  Harold  Donaghue  will  be 
interested  to  learn  that  she  and  her  hus- 
band have  sold  their  home  on  Annapolis 
Road  in  Milton.    They  have  purchased  a 
home  at  527  Bay  Lane,  Key  Biscayne,  Mi- 
ami, Florida,  where  they  expect  to  mate 
their  permanent  residence.    Mrs  Donaghue 
is  the  former  Margaret  Calnan,  Branch 
Librarian,  Emeritus.    She  served  as 
Branch  Librarian   at  several  Branch  Li- 
braries, including  Connolly,  from  which 
she  retired  in  195>1  to  become  Mrs  Dona- 
ghue. 


Mary  E.  Ames,  Branch  Librarian,  Emeri- 
tus, who  has  just  returned  home  (3U  Alma 
Avenue,  Waverly  79)  after  hospitaliza- 
tion due  to  a  broken  wrist,  wishes  to 
thank  all  those  who  sent  cards  and  flow- 
ers.   Being  remembered  so  pleasantly  by 
her  friends  in  the  Library  has  meant  a 
great  deal  to  her. 


Mrs  Mary  Brady  Frazier  gave  birth  on 
Saturday,  August  29,  to  a  6  lb.  5  oz. 
baby  girl.    Phil  and  Mary  are  living 
with  their  three  tots  at  16  Stark  Street, 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire.    Mary  was  former- 
ly a  member  of  the  staff  of  Division 
Office  and  Cataloging  and  Classification, 
R  and  RS. 

TRUSTEE  SCOOPS  U.  S.  PRESS 

Those  of  us  lucky  enough  to  tune  in 
WGBH-TV  one  evening  during  Krushchev's 
first  visit  in  Washington  witnessed  a 
real  scoop  interview  between  Louis  Lyons 
and  Erwin  D.  Canham.    Mr.  Can  ham  had  at- 
tended the  State  Dinner  and  reception  in 
his  position  of  Chairman  of  the  U.  S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce.    His  animated  de- 
scription of  the  dinner  and  reception 
was  full  of  the  kind  of  detail  not  found 
in  Press  Secretary  Hegarty's  release  to 
other  members  of  the  Press.    We  felt  a 
bit  smug  knowing  that  Mr.  Canham,  our 
Trus-ee,  had  brought  back  to  Boston  a 
unique  report  not  shared  by  the  rest  of 
the  nation. 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch' Li* 
brary,  Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  .if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


Dear  Snap  Boxt 

Because  we  so  thoroughly  enjoy  practic- 
ing the  art  of  criticism  upon  our  peers  and 
the  "system",  it  behooves  us  now  and  then 
to  look  to  our  own  laurels.    It  seems  as 
though  we*ve  found  a  spot  of  tarnish. 

Three  times  lately  (one  instance  always 
brings  nut  others)  members  of  the  staff, 
without  identifying  themselves  as  such, 
have  called  the  Library  from  home  for  in- 
formation and  have  been  put  off  without 
an  attempt  to  locate  the  information.  I 
hope  this  is  not  typical  of  our  service. 
I'm  sure  it  is  not,  but  we  certainly  can't 
afford  to  give  the  transparent  brush-off 
to  the  public  when  we  need  their  support— 
we,  too,  are  public  relations. 

DIOGENES  DISCIPLE 


Don't  forget  CARE 2 


Dear  Soap  Box  Editor: 

Since  the  last  two  issues  have  produced 
one  SOAP  BOX  item--*nd  that,  like  sum- 
mer TV  fare,  a  repeat  (and  one  of  the  the 
best)— the  following  is  offered  as  worthy 
of  thought: 

"Public  relations  is  affected  by  what  you 
say  and  how  you  say  itj  by  what  you  do  and 
how  you  do  it.    On  occasion  it  is  also  af- 
fected by  what  you  refrain  from  saying  or 
doing.    Because  it  seeks  to  merit  public 
good  will  and  to  obtain  it,  public  rela- 
tions calls  for  deliberate  action  with  pub- 
lic opinion  in  mind." 

Interior  Public  Relations,  by  R.  D.  Roos 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  November  1,  1952 


AGREED 
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There  is  a  time  when  differences  of  opinion, 
even  heated  argument,  can  be  the  cause  for  rejoicing. 
Unless  we  are  badly  informed,  this  is  one  of  those  times. 

Our  friends  of  the  Reference  and  Research 
Division  are  struggling  toward  a  reorganization  of  subject 
matter,  space,  and  administration.    There  is  at  least 
one  point  of  common  agreement  .  .  •  that  the  status  quo 
is  far  from  ideal.    From  that  point  on,  however,  there 
are  nearly  as  many  opinions  as  people,  a  situation 
familiar  to  us  in  past  experience. 

But  here  is  the  difference.    The  administration, 
instead  of  presenting  a  program  in  one  or  two  question 
and  answer  sessions,  has  turned  over  proposals  for  the 
new  plan  to  a  working  committee  composed  of,  and 
representing,  those  reference  staffs  and  units  most 
affected  by  the  proposed  changes. 

The  plan  itself  is  not  yet  subject  for  editorial 
comment;  there  may  be  aspects  of  it  rhich  will  in  future 
cause  new  problems  and  dissent.    Even  if  it  is  remarkably 
well  worked  out  there  will  doubtless  be  individual  and 
group  reaction  to  the  very  process  of  change. 

Therefore  now  is  the  time  before  the  critical 
process  begins,  to  give  recognition  to  this  new,  open 
approach    which,  whatever  the  outcome,  will  pave  a 
smoother  path  toward  transition. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
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PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 


The  biggest  piece  of  news  of  recent  date 
is  that,  the  proposed  reorganization  of  the 
Division  of  Reference  and  Research  Services 
on  the  lines  suggested  by  Cresap,  McCor- 
mick  and  Paget  is  about  to  be  put  into  ef- 
fect, or  at  least  the  first  steps  are  be- 
ing taken.  As  outlined  the  Departments  of 
the  Division  both  actual  and  proposed  will 
be  grouped  under  five  major  groupings,  the 
Arts,  the  Humanities,  General  Reference 
Services  (to  include  the  General  Reference 
Department,  the  Periodical  Department,  the 
Map  Department),  the  Social  Sciences  and 
the  Natural  Sciences  and  Technology.) 
Each  group  will  have  a  coordinator  to  be 
dra-wn  from  the  present  Deputy  Supervisors 
within  the  Division  with  the  eventual  ad- 
dition of  one  more. 

The  aim  of  this  grouping  is,  among  other 
things,  to  orovide  staff  flexibility. 
Members  of  the  staff  of  one  department 
will  be  able  to  gain  experience  in  other 
departments  within  the  group,  and  thus  in- 
creasing opportunities  for  advancement. 

This  of  course  has  been  a  crying  need  in 
the  Division  for  a  long  period  of  time  and 
has  caused  us  to  lose  many  good  people  who 
have  found  opportunities  in  other  librar- 
ies to  use  experience  gained  in  this. 

The  Deputy  Supervisors  and  Department 
Heads  have  had  several  meetings  with  the 
Director  and  with  the  Assistant  Director 
for  Personnel  at  which  details  of  the  plan 
were  discussed  and  suggestions  for  various 
modifications  presented.    To  me  these 
meetings,  and  the  opportunity  they  have 
provided  for  persons  at  the  implementation 
level  to  express  ideas,  the  results  of 
their  professional  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, are  a  very  healthy  sign  and  one  that 
the  Library  is  a  healthy  organism  capable 
of  growth  and  development  from  within.  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Director  for  this  for- 
ward looking  step. 

The  fall  business  meetings  and  the  iall 
social  program  have  had  to  be  moved  for- 
ward until  the  first  week  in  December. 
The  Lecture  Hall  is  occupied  during  the 
best  week  in  November  (the  third)  by  the 
Annual  City  of  Boston  Conference  on  Muni- 
cipal Administrationo    This  has  become  an 
annual  affair,  and  I  think  it  might  be 
well  for  us  to  amend  the  constitution  to 
give  the  Executive  Board  somewhat  more 
latitude  in  providing  for  contingencies 
such  as  this  when  there  are  conflicts  of 
dates.    As  it  now  stands  your  president, 
somewhat  irregularly  it  must  be  admitted, 
took  the  step  of  postponing  the  date  from 
November  to  December. 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 


NEW  ENGLAND  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

Caroline  M.  Hewins  Lecture, 
Thursday,  October  15 

Surely  one  of  the  most  delightful  of 
the  Hewins  Lectures  was  tne  one  pi  esonr>-.a 
this  year  by  Mrs.  Florence  M.  Sturges, 
Children's  Librarian  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Wellesley,  and  a  former  member  of  our 
B.P.L.  staff. 

Her  subject,  Writers  Who  Started  In 
Saint  Nicholas ,  provided  an  entertaining 
survey  of  the  not  inconsiderable  influ- 
ence which  that  old  favorite  had  in  the 
development  of  an  American  literature. 
Not  only  did  it  provide  recognition  and 
cultivation  of  talented,  creative  writers 
and  illustrators  for  children,  but  among 
its  contributors  were  many  who  made  a 
reputation  as  writers  for  adults  in  later 
years.    Evoking  memories  of  happy  hours 
when  many  of  us,  as  children,  pored  over 
its  pages,  Mrs.  Sturges,  in  a  brilliant 
and  witty  essay,  imparted  the  fruit  of 
diligent  scholarly  research  and  her  own 
contagious  enthusiasm. 

Mrs.  Beryl  Robinson,  Children's  Librar- 
ian at  Egleston  Square,  i/sho  presided  so 
graciously,  spoke  for  many  in  her  audi- 
ence when  she  assured  Mrs.  Sturges  that 
her  talk  would  send  many  of  us  back  to 
our  bound  files  of  ST.  NICHOIAS  to  recap- 
ture the  wealth  of  treasure  she  had  found 
there.    For  you  who  missed  a  rewarding 
experience,  don't  miss  the  tape  recording 
of  the  Hewins  Lecture  which  will  be  avail- 
able at  both  Simmons  College  and  the 
B.P.L.    A  later  issue  of  THE  HORN  BOOK 
will  also  publish  Mrs.  Sturges'  paper. 

ANNE  E.  ARMSTRONG 

WEST  END  BRANCH  NOTE 

Still  Life  by  Jim  Forbes,  one  of  the 
pointings  which  was  on  exhibit  at  the 
Branch  last  summer,  won  first  prize  at  the 
Copley  Society's  annual  art  exhibition. 

EXTRA  -  DOINGS 

Headed  by  Ernest  Di  Mattia,  a  group  of 
extra-service  employees  from  Central  and 
the  Branches  met  to  discuss  forming  an 
organization  of  their  own  with  an  eye  to 
possible  sponsorship  by  BPLSA .    The  Per- 
sonnel Committee  is  forwarding  their  id«aa 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Board. 


PERSONNEL  MOTES 

New  Employees 
Judith  Briggs,  Rare  Book 
Mary  Ann  Hadley,  Central  Charging  Records 
Lili  M.  Hollo-way,  Memorial 
Mrs  Rochelle  B.  Knee,  Washington  Village 
Mrs  Jo  Ann  Reiss,  Cod man  Square 
!  Judith  Stauber,  Central  Charging  Records 
Joan  M.  Stolpner,  Book  Stack  Service 
Joan  M.  Sullivan,  Adams  Street 
Mrs  Felice  F.  Van  Horn,  Open  Shelf 
Robert  H.  Wicks,  Periodical  and  Newspaper 

Re-entered 

Marilyn  J.  Cunningham,  Book  Selection,  HR 
and  CS 

James  L.  Del  Conte,  Office  of  Records, 
Files,  Statistics 

Jeanne  M.  Fitzgerald,  Science  and  Tech- 
nology 

Barbara  C.  Pope,  Book  Stack  Service 
Mrs  Helen  A.  Scollins,  Central  Charging 

Records 
Mrs  Anne  V.  Webb,  Mattapan 

Transferred 

Mary  M.  Bennett,  Central  Charging  Records 

to  East  Boston 
Laura  M.  Bondi,  Mattapan  to  Parker  Hill 
Ernestine  Brown,  Bookmobiles  to  School 

Issue 

Ronald  C.  Conant,  Office  of  Records,  Files, 
Statistics  to  Book  Purchasing 

William  Conway,  Open  Shelf  to  Central 
Charging  Records 

Charlotte  Cooper,  West  End  to  Central 
Charging  Records 

Doris  French,  School  Issue  to  Parker  Hill 

C.  Marjorie  Groves,  Codman  Square  to  Mat- 
tapan 

Joan  L.  Trachtman,  Roslindale  to  North  End 
Married 

Janet  E.  Ustach,  Office  of  Records,  Files, 
Statistics,  to  Bobbie  Ray  Sweitzer, 
October  11,  1959 

Resigned 

Naomi  Bernbaum,  Memorial,  moving  to  Phil- 
adelphia 

Ruth  R.  Bluthe,  Mattapan,  to  return  to 
school 

Vivian  Brown,  Book  Stack  Service,  to  re- 
turn to  school 

Robert  F.  Carr,  Hyde  Park,  to  study  at  the 
University  of  Michigan 

Edward  J.  Connolly,  Periodical  and  News- 
paper, to  return  to  school 

Marva  E.  Dates,  History,  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Enoch  Pratt  Library  I 
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j  Daniel  Koury,  Music,  to  accept  position 
in  the  School  of  Fine  and  Applied  Arts 
Library,  Boston  University 

Charles  Long,  Branch  Issue,  to  accept 
another  position 

Mrs  Marie  MacLeod,  Book  Preparation,  to 
remain  at  home 

Phyllis  Malnikow,  Central  Charging  Re- 
cords, to  accept  a  position  at  the 
Northeastern  University  Library 

Mrs  Aletha  Munro,  Music,  to  teach  music 
in  elementary  schools 

M.  Joan  Neuwirth,  Parker  Hill,  moving  out 
of  Boston 

Mrs  Joan  M.  Shaw,  School  Issue,  to  remain 
at  home 

Judith  Silver,  Book  Stack  Service,  to  re- 
turn to  school 

Lawrence  Vezin,  Adams  Street,  to  accept 
another  position 

ALL  IN  TEN  DAYS 

Janet  E.  Ustach,  Records,  Files,  Statis- 
tics, was  a  surprised  bride-to-be  when  she 
was  persuaded  to  stay  a  few  minutes  after 
five  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon,  October 
second,  and  found  friends  gathered  in  the 
Women's  Lounge  and  herself  guest  of  honor 
at  a  shower.    Many  useful  and  attractive 
gifts  were  opened  and  warm  wishes  for 
happiness  were  extended  as  the  guests  en- 
joyed refreshments, 

# 

On  Thursday,  October  eighth,  Miss  Ustach 
was  guest  of  honor  at  an  office  luncheon 
at  the  Town  Room. 

On  Sunday,  October  eleventh,  at  a  two- 
o'clock  ceremony  at  Saint  Andrew's  Church 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  Janet  E.  Ustach  became 
the  bride  of  Bobbie  Ray  Sweitzer,  orig- 
inally from  Maryland  and  currently  with 
the  United  States  Navy,  stationed  in 
Boston, 

The  wedding  had  a  particularly  BPL  fla- 
vor in  that  the  maid  of  honor  was  Mary 
Casey,  Book  Stack  Service,  and  the  two 
bridesmaids  were  Patricia  A.  Ashe,  Re- 
cords, Files,  Statistics,  and  Barbara 
Ashe  Kean,  Book  Stack  Service.    The  duties 
of  flower  girl  and  ring  bearer  were  cap- 
ably handled  by  two  young  cousins  of  the 
bride . 

Miss  Ustach,  who  was  given  in  marriage 
by  an  uncle,  wore  a  gown  of  silk  organza 
and  her  fingertip  veil  was  held  in  place 
by  a  crown  of  pearls.    Her  bouquet  was 
fashioned  on  a  fan. 

Following  the  reception,  Mr  and  Mrs 
Sweitzer  left  for  an  automobile  trip 
through  the  South.    Upon  their  return, 
they  will  live  in  Jamaica  Plain, 


FHO'S  NEW 

June  Linnea  Walker  has  come  to  Hyde  Park 
from  her  home  in  Cranston,  Rhode  Island, 
via  Pembroke  College  where  she  ;najored  in 
Art.    June  has  worked  as  a  laboratory  tech-i 
nician.    Her  hobbies  include  music,  ballet, 
painting  and  horseback  riding,  which  if 
she  enjoys  all  regularly,  must  keep  her 
fairly  busy. 

The  young  lady  who  has  recently  lifted 
the  gloom  from  Science  and  Technology  is 
Elizabeth  R.  Harrington.    (Betty  waived 
extradition  from  her  native  town  of  Man- 
chester, New  Hampshire,  after  serving  her 
allotted  time  in  that  community's  biblio- 
thecal  institution.)    Her  educational  back- 
ground is  somewhat  diverse;    Vesper  George 
School  of  Art,  University  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Boston  University.    Having  majored  in 
Fine  Arts,  she  states  a  preference  for 
Science  and  Technology<>    Loves  music  and 
dancing j  possesses  Hi-Fi  equipment  of  all 
kinds,  including  two  records. 

*- 

Fred  Von  Norden  of  the  Patent  Room  is 
originally  from  Plainfield,  New  Jersey, 
now  of  Lexington.    Fred  received  an  A.  B. 
degree  from  B.  U.  in  195>0,  served  in  Korea 
and  the  Armed  Forces  Security  Agency  be- 
fore coming  to  BPL.    He  is  currently  study-, 
ing  for  his  Law  degree  at  Portia  Law 
School  and  hopes  to  set  up  practice  in 
Lexington.    A  sometime  pianist,  Fred  also 
finds  diversion  in  photography. 

Elizabeth  Anne  Carey  of  Book  Stack  Ser- 
vice graduated  from  high  school  in  Laconia, 
New  Hampshire,  where  she  has  lived  most  of 
her  life.    Lisa's  ambition  is  to  teach 
first  or  second  grade.    She  loves  art  and 
spends  most  of  her  spare  time  drawing  and 
painting— but  manages  to  find  time  for 
cooking  and  dancing, 

# 

Patricia  Feeney,  the  new  assistant  who 
has  already  used  her  artistic  touch  to 
brighten  the  decor  of  Audio-Visual,  comes 
to  us  from  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  Pat 
boasts  an  A.B.  from  Bryn  Mawr,  and  an  M.S. 
from  Columbia.    Needless  to  say,  Pat's 


main  interest  is  music,  so  she's  found 
the  right  spot  for  herself. 

The  elusive  member  of  Connolly  is  Mrs 
Jane  Fisher — elusive,  in  that  she  started 
at  School  Issue  and  within  six  weeks  was 
transferred  to  Connollye    Jane  comes  from 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  obtained 
her  A.B.  in  elementary  education  from 
Kutztown  State  Teachers  College.  Jane's 
hobbies  include  sewing  and  reading. 

The  new  ray  of  sunshine  in  Central 
Charging  Records  is  Nancy  Condon.  Nancy 
is  from  Leominster.    She  graduated  from 
Saint  Bernard's  Academy  in  Fitchburg,  and 
attended  Boston  University.    Her  L.P* 
record  collection  takes  up  most  of  her 
time. 

OUR  EXTRA -SPECIALS 

Congratulations  to  Gail  Moran,  part- 
timer  in  Teachers,  who  was  runner-up  for 
the  Boston  TRAVELER'S  Teen-Ager-of-the- 
Week.    But,  it's  a  man's  world,  and  she 
lost  out  to  Tom  McMullin. 

•* 

And  now,  congratulations  to  Tom  Mc- 
Mullin, part-timer  in  Music  and  Fine  Arts, 
who,  on  September  29,  was  chosen  Teen- 
Ager-of-the-I7eek  and  whose  picture  at 
work  in  Music  accompanied  the  writeupD 

* 

The  Staff  Association  salutes  both 
these  Teen-AgersU 


Kick  in  at  the  Kick-Off 
GIVE 
The  UNITED  Way 


9        <v,  -  ( 
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The  smokingroom 


I 
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RETIREMENTS  j 

HARRIET  SWIFT 

On  September  29  a  tea  was  held  in  the 
Women's  Lounge  to  commemorate  the  retire- 
ment of  Harriet  Swift,  Curator  of  Ameri- 
cana in  Rare  Book  for  many  years.    Most  of 
Miss  Swift's  many  friends,  including  seve- 
ral former  members  of  the  Rare  Book  staff 
and  other  Boston  Public  Library  "Alumni" 
dropped  in  to  wish  her  good  luck  and  health 
in  the  years  to  come,    A  retirement  "book", 
properly  inscribed  by  her  many  wellwishers, 
and  a  handsome  purse  of  money  were  present- 
ed to  her  by  the  Keeper  of  Rare  Books, 
Zoltan  Haraszti,  whose  priceless  remarks 
(printed  below)  provided  a  most  fitting 
climax  to  a  wonderful  afternoon. 


Dear  Miss  Swift, 

I  am  very  happy  indeed  to  have  been 
asked  to  address  to  you  this  brief 
speech  of  salutation — to  convey  to  you 
our  sincere  and  deeply-felt  congratula- 
tions upon  your  appointment  to  a  new 
high  position,  that  of  Curator  of  Ame- 
ricana Emeritus  or  Emerita,  whatever 
it  might  be. 

I  wish  I  could  express  our  sentiments 
fittingly.    But  if  I  speak  in  an  easy 
and  familiar  manner,  some  may  think 
that  I  am  not  quite  dignified,  that  I 
have  not  risen  to  the  spirit  of  the  oc- 
casion; on  the  other  hand,  if  I  am  very 
dignified,  it  is  you  who  might  suspect 
me  and  think  that  I  am  just  teasing 
you.    For  how  could  you  forget  those 
innumerable  times  when  I  strode  up  to 
your  desk  and  asked  you,  "Miss  Swift, 
will  you  do  this  for  me?    Right  now. 
It  has  to  be  done  at  once I"    And  you 
sighed  and  moaned  and  said  in  a  piteous 
and  querulous  voice,  "How  can  I  do  my 
work  if  you  always  interrupt  me?" 
"Your  work,  Miss  Swift?   Why,  isn't  it 
your  work  to  assist  me?"  Whereupon 
you  just  looked  at  me  in  complete  won- 
derment.   But  you  did  what  I  asked  you 
to  do,  at  least  most  of  the  time;  and 
you  always  did  it  wonderfully  well. 

I  have  no  illusion,  Miss  Swift,  that 
I  have  ever  succeeded  in  teaching  you 
how  to  speak  Middle-European.  Nor 
have  I  been  able  to  make  the  slightest 
dent  upon  the  essential  core  of  your 
ancestral  Yankee  character,  seasoned  as 
it  is  with  good  Irish  f ightingness. 
Yet  it  was  great  good  luck  for  me  to  be 
associated  with  you,  all  these  years. 


I  do  not  know  what  I  would  have  done 
without  you,  and  I  do  not  know  now 
what  I  shall  do  in  that  brief  span  of 
service  which  I  hope  is  still  before 
me. 

How  about  you?    A  few  days  ago, 
rummaging  among  my  papers ,  I  came 
across  an  old  envelope  with  your 
handwriting  on  it.    I  looked  at  the 
postmark  and  it  was  dated  June  28, 
1923.    I  took  out  the  enclosure,  as 
I  do  now,  and  it  was  the  notification 
*hich  you  sent  to  me  from  the  Direct- 
or's Office,  where  you  worked  at  the 
time,  informing  me  that  I  had  passed 
the  entrance  examinations  of  the  Li- 
brary.   And  I  wondered  what  you 
would  have  done  if  you  had  known  then 
what  this  little  sheet  of  paper  held 
for  you  in  the  future.    Would  you 
have  mailed  the  letter?   Or  would  you 
have  been  tempted,  however  slightly, 
to  change  the  address  from  Newbury 
Street  to  Marlborough  Street? 

I  am  happy  that  you  sent  me  the  \et 
ter  just  as  it  was;  and  I  am  happy 
now  that  it  is  I  who  presents  to  you, 
in  exchange,  an  entire  little  volume. 
It  contains  testimonials  of  all  your 
friends  in  the  Library.    It  includes 
the  tributes  of  those  men  and  women 
who  have  worked  with  you  in  the  Rare 
Book  Department  and  enjoyed  most 
closely  your  friendship  and  the  bene- 
fit of  your  guidance;  and  it  affirms 
also  the  affection  and  admiration  of 
all  other  members  of  the  staff,  for 
they  look  upon  you  as  one  of  the  last 
representatives  of  that  great  line 
of  women—Miss  MacCurdy,  Miss  Jordan, 
and  others — who  have  contributed  so 
much  to  this  Library,  whose  lives 
have  been  so  inseparably  interwoven 
with  the  life  of  the  institution. 

So  I  say  God  bless  you,  Miss  Swift. 
And  yet  this  is  not  a  farewell.  To- 
morrow morning,  as  I  cross  from  the 
Music  Room  into  the  Rare  Book  Depart- 
ment, my  first  glance  will  be  again 
toward  your  desk;  and  when  I  see  your 
head  bent  over  those  mysterious  cards 
and  notes  of  yours,  I  shall  have 
again  a  sense  of  relief  and  know  that 
all  is  well. 

# 

Louis  Ugalde,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
received  the  following  letter  of  thanks 
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Dear  Louis, 

May  I  send,  through  you,  ray  thanks  to 
all  the  members  of  your  committee  who  gave 
me  a  wonderful  party  for  my  "going-away" ? 
Now  all  that  remains  is  for  me  to  go  I  But 
I  find  it  hard  to  break  off  the  habits  of 
work  among  so  many  people  who  showed  their 
friendship  in  such  a  wonderful  gift.  I 
have  been  pondering  on  what  I  can  spend 
the  money  to  insure  a  lasting  reminder  of 
you  all,  and  I  have  decided  on  a  stereo 
record  player,  when  at  last  I  find  a  new 
heme  that  is  roomy  enough  to  hold  it. 

I  shall  always  remember  the  fun  of  the 
party  and  the  pleasure  of  seeing  again  the 
fcrr.er  members  of  my  staff  as  well  as  the 
people  who  have  preceded  me  in  retirement. 
Hew  young  they  look;  it  quite  encourages 
m. 

And  who  can  forget  the  delightful  pre- 
sentation speech  of  Mr.  Haras zti?  The 
■thsnk  you"  I  had  prepared  was  an  anti- 
climax— best  left  unsaid  at  the  time.  But 
hot  I  do  thank  every  one  who  made  the  of- 
ficial break  with  the  Library  so  easy  to 
t£!-e„ 

VII  ith  affectionate  greetings  for  you  all, 
I  am 

Yours  most  sincerely, 


October  7,  1959 


HARRIET  SWIFT 


ANNIE  REIS 

On  Thursday  morning,  October  1,  a  coffee 
hour  was  held  in  honor  of  Annie  Re  is, 
Branch  Librarian  at  Lower  Mills,  following 
the  Home  Reading  and  Community  Services 
Division  meeting.    Miss  Reis  is  retiring 
from  the  library  service  as  of  October  31, 
1959. 

All  were  on  hand  to  greet  her,  and  a 
presentation  of  a  gift  of  money  was  made 
by  Mr  Carroll  in  his  usual  warm  and  amus- 
ing fashion.    Miss  Reis'  response,  re- 
flecting her  admiration  and  liking  for  her 
many  library  friends  and  the  concept  of 
library  service,  gave  those  who  heard  her 
an  added  glow  of  respect  for  the  role  of 
the  library  in  the  community. 

Miss  Reis  entered  the  library  service  in 
1919  and  -worked  in  a  number  of  branch  li- 
braries prior  to  her  appointment  as  Branch 
Librarian  at  Lower  Mills  in  19U0.  Her 
unfailing  kindness,  her  understanding  of 
people  and  their  needs,  her  dry,  quiet 
humor  have  endeared  her  to  all  who  have 
worked  with  her,  as  well  as  to  library 
patrons. 

All  our  good  wishes  go  with  her  as  she 


goes  forth  in  her  new  life  to  do  volun- 
teer hospital  work,  socialize,  and 
travel. 

MRS.  FLORENCE  E.  MCCARTHY 

In  the  year  19 11  Florence  E.  Sullivan, 
a  young,  blue -eyed  girl  just  out  of  high 
school,  joined  the  staff  of  the  then- 
called  Issue  Department  and  worked  there 
until  her  marriage  in  1927.    After  the 
death  of  her  husband,  she  returned  to 
familiar  surroundings  and  work  in  what 
was  by  that  time  called  Book  Stack  Ser- 
vice, and   has  been  recently  located  at 
the  Center  Desk  in  Bates  Hall. 

In  the  summer  of  1959  rumor  had  it  that 
Firs  McCarthy  had  decided  to  take  herself 
out  of  the  daily  subway  '.ipowie  and  the 
rush  of  getting  to  and  from  work  each 
day,  and  instead  to  live  a  more  leisurely 
life  with  plenty  of  time  to  get  better 
acquainted  with  her  growing  family  of 
grandchildren.    Rumor  became  fact  when 
announcement  was  made  that  she  would  re- 
tire in  October.    Many  of  her  friends 
gathered  at  Salmagundi's  for  luncheon 
on  October  sixth  to  honor  her  and  to  wish 
her  happiness  in  the  fulfillment  of  her 
desires.    As  an  evidence  of  their  affec- 
tion for  her,  she  was  presented  with  a 
wallet  containing  a  generous  gift  of 
money,  together  with  a  silver  cigarette 
lighter. 

Mrs  McCarthy  belongs  to  a  truly  BPL 
family.    Her  husband,  William,  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Shelf  Depart- 
ment staff.    Their  two  daughters  and  one 
son  worked  in  various  parts  of  the  system 
after  graduation  from  school.    She  will 
be  missed,  but  she  will  be  remembered 
often  for  her  conscientious  devotion  to 
duty,  her  cheerful,  friendly  disposition, 
and  her  loyalty  to  the  institution  in 
which  she  spent  thirty-three  years.  We 
hope  she  drops  in  often  to  say  "Hello". 


HARRIETT  V.  liULIOY 

Since  early  October,  Book  Purchasing  has 
missed  a  familiar  face.    HVM  has  left. 

On  Tuesday  the  20,  Harriett  V.  Mulloy 
greeted  her  many  friends  as  they  entered 
the  College  Club,  to  attend  a  luncheon  in 
her  honor.    Fifty-five  people  gathered  to 
enjoy  the  wonderful  home-cooked  chicken, 
and  the  lush  strawberry  cake  roll. 

Gerald  L.  Ball,  Chief  of  Book  Purchasing 
spoke  of  his  regard  for  Miss  Mulloy,  and 
his  pleasure  in  working  with  her.    On  be- 
half of  her  friends  he  presented  her  with 
a  gift  of  money. 

Harriett  in  a  delightful  speech  thanked 
everyone,  and  before  the  party  broke  up 
went  around  from  table  to  table  to  greet 
each  guest. 

As  a  young  lady  Miss  Mulloy  entered  the 
library's  service,  working  in  the  Issue 
Department,  despite  the  fact  that  the  then 
Librarian  wondered  if  she  were  tall  enough 
to  reach  the  books  on  the  top  shelf i  Her 
orderly  mind  and  efficient  work  helped 
her  to  quickly  progress  to  Codman  Square, 
The  Auditor's  Office,  and  Ordering  where 
she  handled  the  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Desk  for  many  years.    Sometime  later  she 
became  the  First  Assistant  or  Book  Pur- 
chasing Librarian,  in  what  is  now  Book 
Purchasing. 


We  who  knew  her  best  enjoyed  her  forth- 
right character,  her  retiring  manner, 
and  her  lively  humor.    All  of  us  wish 
her  every  happiness  in  her  new  leisure 
at  home. 

But  we  sure  do  miss  herl 1 1 

MARY  ALICE  REA 

LOUISE  K.  MURPHY 

Louise  K.  Murphy  was  honored  at  a 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Vendome  Roof  Gar- 
den on  Thursday,  29  October  1959,  to 
celebrate  her  retirement  effective  31 
October  1959. 

Coming  to  the  Library  in  19Ul,  Miss 
Murphy  has  spent  her  entire  service  in 
Cataloging  and  Classification,  HR  and 
CS.    The  presence  of  Ethel  M.  Hazelwood 
and  Charles  J.  Gillis,  the  two  people 
with  whom  she  worked  for  so  many  years, 
added  to  the  happiness  of  the  occasion. 

A  gift  of  money  enclosed  in  a  conti- 
nental wallet  and  a  subscription  to 
TIME  Magazine  from  her  many  friends  was 
presented  to  Miss  Murphy  by  John  M. 
Carroll,  Chief  Librarian,  HR  and  CS. 
Miss  Murphy  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  pre- 
sentation speech,  delivered  in  his  own 
inimitable  fashion. 

We  wish  her  every  happiness  for  the 
days  ahead  and  success  in  her  new 
career. 

ALICE  E.  HACKETT 


B.  P.  L.  on  WGBH-TV 

TUNE  IN 

and  see  film  shots  of  Central  Library  and  Branch  Libraries 

Series  t  METROPOLIS 

Program:    YOUR  LIBRARY 

Time;    Friday,  9:30-10:00  p.m. 
Sunday,  3:30-ii:00  p.m. 

Dates ;    November  6  and  November  8 

Moderator :    Reverend  W.  Seavey  Joyce,  S.  J„ 

Library  Participants;    Erwin  D.  Canham,  President,  Board  of  Trustees 

Milton  E.  Lord,  Director,  and  Librarian 
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BRANGH  PROFILE 
WE  MEAN  BUSINESS 

i 

What  firm  in  Boston  manufactures  and 
sells  deep  sea  diving  equipment?    How  aboui; 
a  telephone  no.  in  Los  Angeles?   A  maga- 
zine dealing  with  candy  manufacturing — 
Addresses  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  North, 
South,  East  or  West?    These  are  all  common 
questions  asked  at  one  of  the  busiest 
branches  in  the  city. 

On  the  site  of  an  abandoned  police  sta- 
tion at  20  City  Hall  Avenue  stands  the 
Kirstein  Business  Branch,  opened  on  May  7, 
1930.    This  library  has  made  itself  an 
integral  part  of  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial life  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Dedi- 
cated as  a  memorial  to  Edward  Kirstein, 
father  of  Louis  Kirstein,  a  former  trustee 
of  the  BPL,  this  branch  has  served  the 
business  and  financial  community  for  al- 
most 30  years. 

As  one  enters  the  branch  he  is  struck  by 
the  note  of  quiet  and  business-like  effi- 
ciency as  the  phones  constantly  ring  and 
patrons  stand  by  the  desks  waiting  with 
their  queries.    (At  the  last  count  tele- 
phone calls  accounted  for  160  requests  for 
information  in  a  given  day.) 

The  first  floor  of  this  building  is 
stocked  with  a  multitude  of  pamphlets  and 
reference  books  divided  into  city,  tele- 
phone and  late  editions  of  trade  director- 
ies.   This  is  the  busiest  part  of  the  - 
brary— all  the  tables  are  filled,  especial- 
ly with  patrons  interested  in  the  loose- 
leaf  business  and  investment  service  fore- 
casts.   This  floor  has  on  file  laws  and 
regulations,  both  local  and  federal,  state 
and  cityj  manuals,  and  departmental  annual 
reports  of  the  City  and  State.    Maps,  en- 
cyclopedias of  business,  and  directories 
round  out  this  collection. 

The  circulating  library  of  over  10,000 
volumes  dealing  with  all  phases  of  busi- 
ness is  on  the  second  floor.    Books  on 
real  estate,  insurance,  and  investments 
make  up  a  small  part  of  this  collection. 

The  third  floor  contains  a  collection  of 
700  trade  magazines  and  periodicals  which 
bring  to  those  interested  up-to~the  minute 
news  and  information  on  almost  every  phase 
of  trade,  business,  or  industry  in  the 
country. 

It  is  amazing  to  think  that  this  branch 
is  operated  with  a  staff  of  only  eleven 
professional  people.    The  amount  of  ser- 
vice that  it  gives  to  its  patrons  is  far 
beyond  its  expected  potentials.    But  with 
this  dedicated  staff  the  motto  could  very 
well  be  "The  improbable  we  can  do  immedi- 
ately, and  the  impossible  we  can  do  in  a 
few  minutes." 


TRANSLATIONS  FROM  THE  LIBRARIAN 

Scholarly  and  profound. 
(I  didn't  understand  it.) 

Definitive  work. 

(I  didn't  realize  the  sex  life  of  the 
whelk  was  so  complicated! ) 

Provocative  and  controversial. 

(My  husband  and  I  had  a  fight  over  it.) 

Will  appeal  to  men  readers. 

(Plenty  of  sex,  mayhem  and/or  war.) 

Will  appeal  to  women  readers. 
(For  the  Helen  Hokinson  type.) 

Suitable  for  book  reviews. 
(Innocuous  and  inoffensive.) 

The  author  treats  his  characters  sympa- 
thetically. 

(It's  about:  a)  starving  Portuguese 
fishermen,  b)  starving  Indian  villa- 
gers, or  c)  starving  Amalajenkwes  in 
Johannesburg. ) 

The  author  wields  a  facile  pen. 
(It's  a  big  fat  book.) 

Sensitive,  perceptive  study. 
(It's  a  skinny  little  book.) 

A  very  special  item. 
(It's  expensive.) 

Not  too  British. 

(If  it  hadn't  been  for  the  introduc- 
tion, I'd  never  known  it  took  place  in 
England.) 

Recommended  for  branches  where  there  is 
a  need  for  material  on  this  subject. 

(I  can't  imagine  who'd  be  interested.) 
Has  a  surprise  ending —I  don't  want  to 
spoil  the  book  for  you. 

(I  didn't  have  time  to  finish  it.) 
First  chapters  were  slow  reading  but  it 
impress  as  it  goes  on. 

(It  was  so  boring  that  I  skimmed  the 

rest  of  the  book.) 
Requires  thorough  and  careful  reading. 

(.  .  .  but  I  had  three  other  books  to 

read,  my  hair  to  wash,  and  a  big  pile 

of  ironing  .  .  .) 
Limited  duplication. 

(I  didn't  like  it  but  the  professional 

reviewers  did.) 
Main  only. 

(It  was  lousy  but  I  didn't  have  the 

nerve  to  reject  it.) 

By  Evelyn  Sabol. 
Printed  in  the  summer  issue 
of  the  staff  newspaper  of 
the  Youngs town  Public  Li- 
brary, Ohio.    Reprinted  in 
THE  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  Vol.  81; , 
No.  18,  October  15,  1959 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Departnent  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  withJthe  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


To  the  Editor t 

According  to  recent  Radio  news  broad- 
casts, the  KKK  in  Alabama  has  announced 
that  it  has  been  too  lax  in  the  past. 
They  are  planning  now  to  "go  into  Alabama 
public  libraries  and  clean  them  up". 

Several  BPL  employees  heard  the  broad- 
cast but,  to  date,  none  of  us  has  been 
able  to  find  the  story  in  print.  Does 
any  reader  have  further  information? 

S.S. 


"Trfch    or  treat?" 


Dear  Reader: 

Things  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  when 
QM  is  both  late  and  lacking.    Since  of  the 
two  evITs~I  dread  lacking  more  than  late, 
I  am  using  this  space  in  a  plea  for  mater- 
ial-, especially  material  of  "professional" 
or  occupational  consequence.    The  board 
cannot  cover  all  events  in  person,  so  we 
need  at  least  the  leads  to  follow  or  the 
sketchy  information  with  which  to  work. 

As  for  the  wide  open  spaces  of  the  Soap 
Box,  I  take  this  to  mean  we  are  now  all 
contented  fat  cats,  too  happy  to  criticize 
and  too  fat  to  spend  energy  expressing  ap- 
proval of  the  causes  of  our  opiate  state. 

FELICIA  J.  PELTIER 


PLEASE  NOTE  NEW 
ENTRY  TO  ALUta  CATALOG 


LC102i+ 

.59 
.  CkL9 


Claflin,  Jean  (Eaton) 

Lynne  Eaton  Claflin,  a  biographical 
sketch  [by]  Jean  E.  and  Bruce  B. 
Claflin.    Dorchester,  Mass.,  Hurley 
Hospital,  1959-  QY 

5  lbs.  2  oz.    17  1/2  in.    2S«  A.M. 
Lovable.         Sleepy.  Hungry. 


1.    Births-October  2k.     2.  Earlybirds. 


Herewith-  filed  with  heartiest 
congratulations  from  QM,  C.C.M.S., 
and  all  BPL  friends 


I. 


author. 


THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

■STAFF'  ASSOCIATION 

NOVEMBER  I959 


THE    QUESTION  MARK 
Published  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 
Volume  XIV    Number  11  November  1959 

Publications  Committee:    Thomas  F.  Gaines,  Marjorie  Groves,  Emilia  Lange, 

Frank  Lavine,  Mary  V.  Sheehan,  I.  Roger  Stevens, 
Cartoonist,  Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 

Publication  Date:  Deadline  for  submitting  material: 

The  fifteenth  of  each  month  The  tenth  of  each  month 


During  the  thirty-six  days  between  Thanksgiving 
and  New  Year's  we  traditionally  come  closer  than  in  any 
other  season  to  fulfilling  our  mirror  image  of  love  and 
generosity  toward  the  rest  of  mankind.    Each  year  this  is 
the  time  when  we  re-charge  the  spiritual  battery,  put  the 
ego  in  the  back  seat,  and  rediscover  the  pleasure  of  giving 
our  fellows  a  lift  through  greater  kindness  and  charity. 

It  is  timely,  therefore,  that  the  Fall  Business 
Meeting  to  be  held  on  December  Uth  may  offer  the  Staff 
Association  an  opportunity  to  strengthen  itself  through 
concerted  giving.    We  are  accustomed  to  giving  out  of 
pocket  to  our  friends  and  our  charities,  but  few  of  us 
have  had  the  chance  to  give  of  ourselves ,  our  time  and 
efforts,  since  the  Centennial  Celebration  in  195U.  That 
was  a  good  time  for  us.    It  pulled  us  together  as  few 
things  had  before,  and  nothing  since.    Our  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  respect  were  reinforced  through  months  of  common 
toil  and  exhaustion,  and  through  the  achievement  of  a 
common  goal. 

The  Personnel  Committee  has  come  up  with  several 
ideas  which  may  present  the  challenge  and  potential  pleasure 
we  have  been  lacking  for  the  past  few  years. 

We  urge  you  to  attend  the  Business  Meeting,  to 
be  vocal,  and  to  consider  seriously  the  proposals  in  the 
light  of  our  considerable  though  often  dormant  talents. 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 
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METROPOLIS  AIRS  BPL  PROBLEM 


The  report  of  the  nominating  committee 
will  be  presented  at  the  business  meeting 
on  December  fourth  for  the  consideration 
of  everyone — and  to  offer  all  a  chance  to 
make  nominations  from  the  floor. 

Several  other  items  will  come  up  for 
consideration.    One  will  be  a  report  by 
the  personnel  committee  on  the  subject  of 
sponsoring  an  organization  of  the  "part- 
timers"  in  which  there  seems  to  be  much 
interest.    Concern  has  also  been  expressed 
over  the  inadequate  budget  for  books ,  and 
the  suggestion  made  that  possibly  the 
Staff  Association  might  undertake  some 
activity  to  raise  money  for  this  purpose. 
We  realize  that  any  effort  on  our  part 
would  be  extremely  inadequate,  but  possi- 
bly such  a  concern  on  our  part  might  focus 
attention  on  the  impoverished  condition  of 
the  Library  especially  the  Division  of 
Reference  and  Research  Services.    The  de- 
sirability of  re-establishing  a  blood  bank 
in  cooperation  with  the  Red  Cross,  for  the 
use  of  Library  employees  and  their  fami- 
lies has  been  suggested  and  we  hope  to 
have  an  outline  of  possible  plans  to  be 
presented  at  the  meeting.    Another  matter 
which  is  under  investigation  at  the  moment 
by  Mr.  Polishook  and  the  committee  on 
legislative  and  legal  matters  is  the  ques- 
tion of  Sunday  pay  and  the  inadequacy 
under  today's  standards  of  the  three  dol- 
lar ceiling. 

Cornelia  Harrington  has  resigned  as  re- 
cording secretary  and  Rhoda  O'Donnell  has 
been  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
portion  of  her  term.    Roger  Stevens  is 
taking  the  place  on  the  Executive  Board 
vacated  by  Nancy  Cushing. 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 


Last  Spring  QM  gave  space  to  critical 
comments  on  the  publicity  (and  lack  of 
it)  BPL  received  for  National  Library 
Week.    We  have  not  given  much  attention 
since  then  to  this  subject  though  we 
still  feel  it  a  most  important  one  in  an 
age  when  non-profit  and  public  service 
organizations  must  advertise  to  exist, 
just  as  their  business  brothers  must  ad- 
vertise to  compete. 

The  PR  picture  has  substantially  im- 
proved in  the  past  several  months,  with 
meaty  notices  appearing  in  good  spots  in 
the  "popular"  as  well  as  the  "better" 
newspapers,  and  regular  spot  announce- 
ments broadcast  during  daytime  as  well  as 
late  night  hours.    The  overwhelming  re- 
sponse to  Central  programs  is  a  testimony 
to  the  effectiveness  of  the  stepped-up 
publicity. 

The  program  on  Metropolis  is  our  latest 
TV  experience.    Metropolis  is  a  series  of 
programs  presented  as  a  public  service  by 
WGBH  to  explore  and  discuss  the  problems 
of  metropolitan  Boston. 

In  accordance  with  the  format  of  others 
in  the  series,  the  BPL  program  started 
with  a  visual  and  narrative  look  at  the 
library,  its  physical  aspects  and  ser- 
vices.   The  bulk  of  the  show  was  to  be  a 
discussion  of  the  present  budget  crisis, 
with  Milton  E.  Lord,  Erwin  D.  Canham, 
Philip  J.  McNiff ,  and  the  host,  Rev.  W. 
Seavey  Joyce  participating. 

Between  these  two  program  segments  the 
producer  introduced  a  ballet,  using  sets 
suggesting  library  rooms  or  departments. 
The  dance  was  clever  and  professional, 
though  in  the  context  of  this  program  a 
waste  of  valuable  time.    We  feel  it  is 
understandable  if  the  producer  sought  to 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


BPLSA  Fall  Business  Meeting 
BPLSA  Fall  Social  Meeting 

Annual  Staff  Christmas  Tea 


December  k 
9tl$  AM 

December  k 
7:30  FM 


-   December  23 
3-~$  PM 


Friday 

Lecture  Hall,  Central  Library 
Friday 

Lecture  Ball,  Central  Library 
(See  back  page) 

Wednesday 

Women's  Lounge,  Central 
Library 
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inject  something  lively  to  counteract  a 
popular  conception  of  the  library  as  a 
static  thing.    It  is  unfortunate  that  he 
chose  such  artificial  means,  when  some 
true  animation  might  have  come  from  a  more | 
vigorous  discussion  of  the  problem  at 
hand.    The  panelists  on  Starring  The  Edi-  ' 
tors  have  proved  this  for  several  years.  ; 

A  point  of  controversy  was  never  really  ! 
reached  due  to  the  limits  of  time,  but 
more  might  have  been  said  if  all  the  par- 
ticipants had  been  as  candid  as  Mr,  Can-  j 
ham,  who  is  an  experienced  panelist. 

If  the  total  effect  of  this  program  was  | 
less  than  perfect  we  must  nevertheless 
state  the  opinion  that  it  was  better  than  j 
previous  offerings,  and  as  a  new  series 
must  be  given  some  allowance.    It  was  pro- 
fessional, it  was  technically  good,  and 
BPL's  PR  did  well  to  share  in  this  comrau-  1 
nity  venture. 

NOVEMBER  NUPTIALS 

At  a  nuptial  Mass  at  11  o'clock  Saturday : 
November  lit,  at  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
Church,  Cambridge,  Cornelia  Harrington  of 
Cataloging  and  Classification,  R  and  RS,  j 

'  was  married  to  Luigi  J.  Toffolo  of  Bridge-j 
port,  Connecticut.    Connie's  gown  was 
ivory  satin  with  Chantilly  lace  from  her  i 
mother's  wedding  gown  appliqued  about  the 
neckline.    Her  finger-tip  length  veil  was 
a  mantilla  of  Chantilly  lace  and  she  car- 
ried a  flower  covered  missal.    Her  sister, 
Naomi  Ferguson,  was  matron  of  honor,  and 
Katherine  Gridley  was  maid  of  honor.  Theyj 
and  the  three  bridesmaids  (including 
Catherine  MacDonald  of  Personnel)  wore 
identical  gowns  of  Limoges  blue  taff etta 
and  velvet  with  matching  velvet  hats. 
Their  flowers  were  yellow  pompoms  and 
daisies.    Among  the  ushers  was  Connie's 
brother-in-law,  John  McCafferty,  formerly 

i  on  the  staff  of  General  Reference  and  now 
with  RAND  Corporation  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toffolo  received  their 
guests  at  the  University  Club  in  Boston 
following  which  they  flew  to  Bermuda  for 

|  their  wedding  trip.    Connie  and  Lou  will 
make  their  home  in  Bridgeport,  Connect i- 

j  cut,  where  he  is  associated  with  General 
Electric  Company. 


CARE  HE'PRIAL  FOR  '".ALTER  J.  BLUHM 

For  seven  years  the  gentle  hand  of 
Walter  Bluhm  guided  our  interests  in  CARE, 
keeping  alive  a  project  which  might  easi- 
ly have  been  overshadowed  by  the  many 
high-powered  drives  for  other  worthy 
causes . 

CARE  is  a  Staff  Association  project 
which  has  supplied  packages  of  food, 
clothing  and  books  to  unfortunate  peoples 
in  countries  the  world  over,  these  gifts 
made  possible  by  steady,  small  contribu- 
tions rather  than  annual  drives. 

Those  of  us  who  knew  Walter  need  no 
other  reason  for  the  sorrow  we  feel  at 
his  sudden  passing.    Those  who  hadn't  the 
privilege  of  knowing  him  personally  have 
nonetheless  been  served  by  his  quiet  de- 
termination that  we  who  have  so  much 
should  not  forget  those  who  have  little 
or  nothing. 

For  these  reasons  we  wish  to  send  a 
contribution  to  CARE  in  this  Thanksgiving 
Season,  and  to  send  it  in  the  name  and 
the  memory  of  one  -who  really  did  CARE, 
Walter  Bluhm. 

Even  a  small  amount  from  each  one  of  us 
will  add  up  to  a  substantial  gift,  so  we 
beg  you  to  send  soon  what  you  can  afford 
either  singly  or  as  a  Department,  Branch 
Library,  or  Office  to: 

CARE  -  Walter  Bluhm  Memorial 
c/o  Minna  Steinberg 
.Cataloging  and  Classification, 
R  and  RS. 


IN  MEMORIAM  | 

RICHARD  G.  HENSLEY 

On  Saturday  evening,  November  7,  Richard 
G.  Hensley,  Chief  Librarian,  Division  of 
Reference  and  Research  Services,  -was 
stricken  at  his  home  and  died  almost  in- 
stantly. 

Mr.  Hensley,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  had 
spent  much  of  his  youth  in  Washington  D»  C 
A  graduate  of  Columbia,  he  later  did 
graduate  work  at  Harvard  and  elsewhere. 
I>/-"ing  his  library  career  he  had  served 
in  almost  every  capacity  from  the  lowest  i 
to  the  highest.    Before  coming  to  the  Bos-) 
ton  Public  Library  in  1929  he  had  been  on  | 
the  staff  of  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
oi  the  New  York  Public  Library.    He  had 
core  to  the  B.  P.  L.  as  Assistant  to  the 
Director,  holding  other  high  offices  be- 
fore becoming  Chief  Librarian  of  the  Re- 
ference Division  in  1935. 

During  World  War  II  Mr.  Hensley,  long  a 
reserve  officer  in  the  United  States  Army, 
saw  five  years  of  active  service,  first 
in  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  subsequently 
in  Military  Intelligence.    At  Ft.  Belvoir 
he  was  on  the  Staff  and  Faculty  of  the 
Engineers  School  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Library.  He 
served  overseas  in  North  Africa,  France, 
Italy,  Germany  and  Austria.    Following  the 
vrar  he  continued  to  serve  as  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Army  Reserve. 

Mr.  Hensley  leaves  his  widow  and  a  sis- 
ter.   To  them  both  we  extend  our  deepest 
sympathy. 

WALTER  J.  BLUHM 

Walter  John  Bluhm,  Professional  Library 
Assistant  in  the  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Department,  died  suddenly  at  work  on  Tues- 
day, November  third. 

Walter  had  worked  both  as  a  full-time 
and  extra  assistant  in  the  former  Special 
Libraries  on  the  third  floor  and  in  the 
Information  Office  from  1926  to  1932  be- 
fore he  again  entered  the  full-time  ser- 
vice of  the  Library  as  an  Assistant  in  the 
Periodical  and  Newspaper  Department  in 
1937.    Except  for  the  period  from  19^0  to 
191*3  when  Walter  was  an  Assistant  in  the 
Cataloging  and  Classification  Department 
of  the  Division  of  Reference  and  Research 
Services ,  and  when  he  assisted  for  a 
short  period  at  the  Kirstein  Business 
Branch,  this  full-time  service  was  in  the 
Periodical  and  Newspaper  Department. 


Those  of  us  who  had  the  privilege  of 
working  with  Walter,  realized  that  we 
were  associating  with  a  rare  individual. 
Although  quiet  and  unassuming,  Walter  had 
the  strength  of  character  of  a  saint.  He 
had  strong  convictions  of  what  his  respon- 
sibilities and  obligations  were  and  he 
would  not  compromise  them  one  jot.  Al- 
though he  had  a  serious  heart  condition 
since  his  youth,  he  insisted  on  carrying 
his  full  share  of  work  no  matter  how 
strenuous . 

Walter  always  championed  the  cause  of 
the  Extra  Assistant,  of  the  unsure  elder- 
ly patron,  of  the  confused  junior  high- 
school  student.    Never  was  Walter  outdone 
in  generosity  or  in  willingness  to  co- 
operate.   Walter's  generous  contributions 
to  any  Library  collection  were  practical- 
ly automatic.    If  someone  were  needed  to 
work  an  extra  night  or  Saturday  or  to 
make  some  other  change  in  the  work  sched- 
ule, Walter  could  be  counted  on  to  co- 
operate. 

In  spite  of  his  unswerving  standards 
for  his  own  conduct,  Walter  never  expec- 
ted that  others  should  conform  to  the 
same  rigid  conditions  he  imposed  on  him- 
self.   His  high  principles  did  not  pre- 
vent him  from  enjoying  life  very  much. 
He  had  a  great  sense  of  humor  and  his 
booming  hearty  laugh  at  a  good  joke  made 
everyone  around  him  feel  better.    He  had 
an  active  interest  in  sports.    He  was  a 
skilled  amateur  photographer.    He  loved 
to  sing  and  his  baritone  voice  enriched 
several  church  choirs. 

For  the  past  seven  years  Walter  was 
Chairman  of  the  Staff  Association's  Spe- 
cial Committee  for  CARE.    His  concern  for 
the  people  that  CARE  was  trying  to  help 
was  truly  sincere.    The  attention  and  ef- 
fort he  gave  to  this  work  was  a  labor  of 
love.    He  loved  to  help  people;  the  sor- 
rows and  troubles  of  others  affected  him 
deeply. 

Walter  was  a  modest  person;  he  was  not 
robustly  healthy,  but  he  was  an  example 
to  all  of  us  who  knew  him.    He  lived  his 
life  in  strict  accordance  with  his  be- 
liefs and  convictions.    One  of  his  co- 
workers who  knew  him  for  only  a  few 
months  described  him  as  well  as  anyone 
could:    "Walter  was  a  good  man". 

VSay  he  rest  in  peace. 

B.  JOSEPH  O'NEIL 


BRANCH  DOINGS 

Lectures  for  Parents 

Of  great  interest  and  much  success  has 
been  the  series  of  lectures  for  parents  of i 
small  children,  currently  being  held  at 
both  Codraan  Square  and  West  Roxbury.  Thes^ 
programs  feature  experts  in  various  fields, 
whose  aim  is  to  help  parents  introduce 
their  children  to  the  worlds  of  art, 
crafts,  music,  science,  the  theatre,  and 
children's  literature.    Although  the  same 
topics  are  discussed  at  both  branches, 
each  bianch  is  featuring  a  different  group 
of  speakers.    However,  Virginia  Haviland, 
Readers  Advisor  for  Children,  is  gracing 
both  Codman  Square  and  West  Roxbury  with 
her  stimulating  talk  on  The  Joys  of  Family 
Reading* 

At  Codman  Square,  the  bi-weekly  series 
is  entitled  Exploring  With  Your  Child,  and 
has  featured  Walter  Lorraine,  Art  director 
of  Houghton  Mifflin,  speaking  oil  Illustra- 
tors of  Children's  Books,  demonstrated 
with  pencil  and  sketch  pad  to  ehow  just 
how  the  artist  achieves  the  desired  effect; 
Patricia  Zarella,  of  the  Children's  Art 
Center,  discussing  A  Fine  Arts  Career  for 
Children,  illustrated  her  lecture  with 
slides  of  children  at  work  at  the  Center 
and  examples  of  their  handiwork;  Dorothy 
Geotis,  Director  of  the  Children's  Theatre 
at  Emerson  College,  on  The  Magic  of  the 
Theatre  for  Children,  emphasized  the  fm- 
portance  of  drama  for  the  child,  as  parti- 
cipant and  viewer;  and  Augustus  Zanzig, 
former  music  director  of  Brookline  public 
schools,  discussing  Your  Child's  Music  and 
Yours* 

Meanwhile  back  at  West  Roxbury,  its 
series  entitled  Broadening  Your  Child's 
Horizon  has  presented  Lois  Eddy,  Director 
of  Special  Activities,  Community  Recrea- 
tion Service,  on  Fun  For  Busy  Hands;  David 
Berger,  book  illustrator  from  Little, 
Brown,  on  Illustrations  Tell  the  Story; 
Adele  Thane,  Director  of  the  Boston  Chil- 
dren's  Theatre,  on  Discovering  Drama; 
Joseph  Hodgson,  Dean  of  the  Freshman 
School,  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  on  Creative 
Art;  Marvin  Rabin,  Director  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Youth  Orchestra,  on  Music  and  the 
Young  Child;  and  Marion  Chandler,  Elemen- 
tary  Science  Editor  of  Ginn  Company,  on 
Exploring  Science. 

The  audience  at  both  branches  has  aver- 
aged from  about  fifteen  to  twenty  immensely 
interested  parents— an  audience  described 
as  "fit  and  few" — who,  from  all  reports, 


have  derived  much  information  and  stimu- 
lation from  this  illuminating  group  of 
speakers,  and  who  have  expressed  their 
appreciation  both  verbally  and  in  glowing 
letters  of  thanks  to  the  branch  staff 
members  and  to  Kathleen  Hegarty  and  the 
office  of  Mrs.  Muriel  Javelin,  Deputy 
Supervisor  in  Charge  of  Work  With  Adults, 

TRAVELLERS  TAKE  NOTICE 

Friends  of  the  John  J,  Hallahans  may  be 
interested  to  note  their  change  of  ad- 
dress from:    6  Pleasant  Street 

East  Norwalk,  Connecticut 

to     :    3U  Silvermine  Avenue 
Norwalk,  Connecticut 

John  (formerly  Open  Shelf,  now  Librar- 
ian of  the  Norwalk  Public  Library)  writes 
that  he  and  Julie  "have  bought  a  four 
bedroom  house  in  Norwalk  and  would  be 
happy  to  have  our  friends  stop  by  for  a 
weekend  or  just  overnight  en  route  to 
New  York," 

"ORE"  AND  "ORE"  AGAIN 

Contestants  by  the  score 
Are  storming  in  the  door, 
As  they  undertake  their  chore, 
Without  thinking  it  a  bore, 
Over  many  books  to  pore 
Seeking  deep  elusive  lore 
That  they  never  knew  before. 

And  librarians  they  implore 

To  help  them  all  the  more 

Beat  the  deadline  they  deplore, 

Though  good  manners  some  ignore 

As  the  pages  out  they  tore, 

While  on  high  their  hopes  do  soar 

If  they  answer  three  or  four. 

Now  wouldn't  there  be  a  roar 
If  one  of  them  should  score, 
But  they  don't  come  to  the  fore 
In  these  quiz  games  they  adore , 
So  they'll  all  be  back  once  more 
When  this  contest  is  all  o*er 
To  start  another  as  before. 

RUTH  MARSHALL 


PERSONNEL  NOTES  * 
New  Employees 

Ann  M,  Connolly,  Book  Stack  Service 
Joseph  Frazer,  Central  Book  Stock,  Branch 
Issue 

V#  Lloyd  Jameson,  Statistical 
Phyllis  Nickerson,  Dorchester 
Russell  A.  Nile,  Bookmobiles 
Edwin  G.  Sanford,  History 
Robert  D.  Sawyer,  Music 
Ellen  T.  Sloat,  Egleston  Square 

I 

Transferred 

Jane  F.  Fisher,  School  Issue  to  Connolly  i 
Elinor  M.  Najita,  Egleston  Square  to 

School  Issue 
Robert  M.  Oxman,  Open  Shelf  to  Central 

Book  Stock,  Branch  Issue 
Margaret  H.  Seymour,  Open  Shelf  to  North 

End 

Susan  Smith,  Mt.  Bowdoin  to  Bookmobiles 
Bertha  Streeter,  North  End  to  Hyde  Park 

Married 

Mary  J.  Marsh,  Jamaica  Plain,  to  Ephraim 
Miller,  November  7 

Resigned 

Robert  F.  McHugh,  Periodical  and  Newspaper, 

to  continue  studies 
Laura  J.  Bernard,  Washington  Village, 

moving  to  Chicago 
Thomas  J.  Hegarty,  Statistical,  to  return 

to  school 

Roche lie  B.  Knee,  Washington  Village,  to 

accept  another  position 
Ruth  E.  Winn,  North  End,  to  accept  a 

library  position  at  M.I.T. 
Joyce  P.  Ellis,  Connolly,  to  remain  at 

home  because  of  illness 

Retired 

Florence  E.  McCarthy,  Book  Stack  Service 
Louise  K.  Murphy,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication (HR  and  CS) 
Annie  Reis,  Lower  Mills 

WHO'S  NEW 

Joan  M.  Sullivan  of  Adams  Street  hails 
from  Stoughton  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Bridgewatsr  State  Teachers.    She  collects 
records  and  is  enthusiastic  about  "all 
kinds  of  music". 

-x- 

The  new  member  of  Book  Stack  Service  is 
Joan  Stolpner  of  Hyde  Park.    Joan  gradu- 
ated from  Hyde  Park  this  past  June.  Skat- 
ing is  her  favorite  pastime. 


There  are  two  new  members  of  the  staff 
in  Central  Charging  Records. 

Judith  Stauber  is  a  native  of  Rock  Is- 
land, Illinois.    She  spent  two  years  as 
an  English  major  at  Illinois  Weslyan  be- 
fore coining  to  New  England.    Judy  is  in- 
terested in  books  and  jazz. 

Mary  Ann  Hadley  comes  to  us  from 
Plaistow,  New  Hampshire , via  Haverhill 
High  (Mass.)  and  Sanborn  Seminary  (N.H.) 
She  attends  the  Actor's  Workshop  even- 
ings and  keeps  up  her  interest  in  read- 
ing and  music. 

Lili  M.  Holloway  is  the  new  children's 
assistant  at  Roslindale.    She  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Patterson  Teachers  College  in 
New  Jersey.    She  taught  in  her  home 
town,  Longbranch,  New  Jersey-  for  three 
years  before  coming  to  Boston.  Lili 
lists  reading,  knitting  and  photography 
as  her  chief  interests. 

# 

Judith  Briggs  of  Rare  Book  comes  ori- 
ginally from  Oneonta,  New  York.  She 
graduated  from  Welles  ley  and  worked  as 
a  research  assistant  at  Harvard  Divinity 
School  before  coming  to  BPL.  Judith 
spends  her  spare  time  on  reading,  music 
and  outdoor  sports. 

* 

Robert  Wicks  of  Worcester  is  the  new 
assistant  in  Periodical  and  Newspaper. 
Bob  is  a  graduate  of  Clark  University 
and  he  worked  at  Filene's  in  the  Train- 
ing Program  before  coming  here.    He  en- 
joys classical  music,  literature,  ice 
skating  and  dancing. 

# 

The  new  assistant  at  Codman  Square  is 
Jo  Ann  Reis ,  who  is  originally  from 
Washington,  D.c.    Jo  Ann  attended  high 
school  in  Paris  where  her  parents  were 
working  at  the  time.    Later  she  went  to 
Radcliffe  and  Simmons  Library  School. 
Her  favorite  hobby  is  cooking. 

# 

If  the  Open  Shelf  staff  is  wearing  the 
grin  of  suppressed  laughter  lately,  it 
is  probably  due  to  the  arrival  of  new 
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assistant  Felice  Van  Horn,  former  Phila- 
delphian,  former  teacher  with  a  BS  in  Ed- 
ucation from  Westchester  (Pennsylvania) 
Teacher's  College.    Felice  brings  with  her 
a  quick,  dry  wit  and  hilarious  tales  of 
Horace,  her  bungling  beagle. 

AUTUMN  OFFSPRING 

On  November  8,  petite  (6  lb,  $  oz) 
Patricia  Ann  Mulcahy  presented  to  the 
world  a  pair  of  brand  new  parents,  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Mulcahy,    Mama  Rosemarie  is 
formerly  of  the  Business  Office, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  MacLeod  (Marie 
Larkin  formerly  of  Book  Preparation) 
announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child 
David  Malcolm  on  November  11.    Young  David 
weighed  in  at  8  lbs,  13  oz,    A  future  re- 
semblance to  his  Dad  may  be  noted  in  his 
impressive  20  inch  length,  though  so  far 
there's  no  evidence  of  that  famous  curly 
hair. 


Arthur  V.  Curley  of  Connolly  is  the 
proud  father  of  a  second  daughter,  Ellen 
Louise,  born  on  Oct  ?8th. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Di  Rosario  rounded 
off  their  bambino  collection  on  November 
Uth  with  the  addition  of  a  girl,  Lisa 
Marie.    The  total  score  is  four,  running 
alternately  boy,  girl,  boy,  girl  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  the  Di  P.»s. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To  Virginia  Haviland  who  was  chosen 
Woman  of  the  Week  by  the  Boston  TRAVELER. 
The  article  cited  Miss  Haviland' s  activi- 
ties in  the  field  of  children's  litera- 
ture, her  position  in  the  BPL  as  Readers 
Advisor  for  Children,  and  her  authorship 
of  three  new  children  ls  booka  of  fairy 
tales  from  foreign  lands . 


STAFF  FETES  MISS  RE  IS 


The  staff  of  Lower  Mills  including  the 
custodian,  Edward  A.  Clark,  entertained 
Miss  Atnie  Reis ,  Branch  Librarian  at  a 
luncheon  in  honor  of  her  retirement  from 
the  library  service  which  took  place 
November  1,  195>9.    The  invited  guests  in- 
cluded former  staff  members,  Dorothy 
Becker,  Branch  Librarian  of  Egleston 
Square,  Marie  Kennedy,  Children's  Librar- 
ian at  Mount  Bowdoin,  Anne  Brennan,  Adults 
Librarian  at  Dorchester,  and  Jeannette 
Pepin,  Librarian  at  East  Boston  High 
School. 

A  high  point  of  the  afternoon  was  the 
presentation  of  an  orchid  to  Miss  Reis  by 
Mrs.  Kearney's  little  daughter,  Anne. 
The  luncheon  was  held  at  the  Abner  Wheel- 
er Restaurant  in  Framingham.    A  beautiful, 
sunny  fall  day  combined  with  excellent 
food,  pleasant  conversation,  and  the  op- 
portunity to  greet  friends  made  the  after- 
noon an  enjoyable  one  for  all. 

Miss  Reis  was  presented  with  a  portable 
radio  as  a  parting  gift  to  help  her  to 
enjoy  her  leisure  time. 

GEPTRUDE  L.  BERGEN 


Mrs. 

Woilent 


Season's  -greetings,,  already 
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lize  that  it  is  a  City  rule  that  this 
overtime  on  Sunday  and  in  emergency  is 
not  to  top  ^3.00  an  hour,  BUT,  could  not 
the  Administration  point  out  more  vehe- 
mently, the  great  injustice  to  our  staff 
and  the  change  in  wage  scales  since  that 
rule  was  put  into  effect?    Sunday  is  very 
busy  and  is  therefore  more  exhausting 
than  any  other  day  except  Saturday,  and 
there  is  in  effect  a  bare  minimum  skele- 
ton staff  on  duty,  which  makes  it  even 
more  tiring.    If  the  library  is  to  give 
adequate  service  on  Sunday,  should  not 
the  staff  receive  adequate  pay,  rather 
than  being  actually  penalized,  for  being 
forced  to  work  the  undesirable  and  diffi- 
cult hours? 

an  hour  loser. 


Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


To  the  Soapbox: 

One  of  life's  dimmer  moments  for  many 
of  us  comes  when  the  pay  checks  for  work- 
ing on  Sunday  or  emergency  overtime  ar- 
rive.   It  is  NOT  a  morale  builder  to  rea- 
lize that  one  is,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, being  forced  to  work  some  Sundays 
(all  of  us  do  not  wish  to  give  up  our 
"leisure  day",  especially  if  we  have  had 
to  work  on  Saturday  too,  and  since  the 
four  hours  the  library  is  open  plus  ex- 
tremely slow  travelling  time  will  leave 
little  time  free  before  or  after  work)  and 
at  a  pay  scale,  in  many  cases,  LESS  than 
our  daily  hourly  pay  rate,  when  Sunday  in 
most  other  employment  systems  would  be 
paid  for  at  time  and  a  half.    We  do  rea- 


7: 30  p«m» 

December  U,  1959 
Lecture  Hall — Central  Library 


An  evening  of  entertainment 
including 

THOMAS  TOD,  Ballad  Singer  and  Guitarist 
(Mr  Wood  is  a  Professor  at  M.I.T.) 

TWO  SHORT  FILMS:    Adventure  of  an  Asterisk 

and 

Marcel  Iferceau 


Refreshments 
will  be  served  in  the  Elliott  Koom 
immediately  following  the  program 


Friends  and  relatives  welcome 


Watch  for  flyer  of  complete  program 


THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  L1BRAW 

STAFF  ASSOCIATION 


DECEMBER  1959 


THE    QUESTION  MARK 
Published  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  Staff  Association 
Volume  XIV    Number  12  December  1959 

Publications  Committee:    Thomas  F.  Gaines,  Marjorie  Groves,  Kmilia  Lange, 

Frank  La vine,  Mary  V.  Sheehan,  I.  Roger  Stevens, 
Cartoonist,  Felicia  L.  Peltier,  Chairman 

Publication  Date:  Deadline  for  submitting  material: 

The  fifteenth  of  each  month  The  tenth  of  each  month 


THOUGHTS  '"BILE  PLANNING  A  SAFARI 
TO  NEW  ENGLAND  NEWS  CO . 


If  we  had  enough  money  to  indulge  in  impulse  buying,  we'd  let  thousands 
of  authors  solve  all  our  problems.    Whenever  we  found  ourselves  speechless 
with  pleasure,  pain  or  rage,  we'd  rush  out,  buy  a  book  with  an  appropriate 
message  and  dispatch  it  to  the  cause  of  our  frustration.    We  might  even  make 
a  full  time  specialization  of  sending  the  right  books  to  the  right  people  at 
the  right  time.    We  would  buy  books  to  suit  a  personality,  a  job  or  a  hobby, 
and  we  would  create  such  a  business  of  supply  without  demand  that  the  Readers 
Advisors  might  tremble  under  the  threat  of  competition.  (Of  course  the 
involuntary  nature  of  our  gifts  on  the  part  of  the  receivers  may  allow  some 
room  in  the  field  for  continued  RA  services.)    We  might  give  books  to  hear 
music  by,  books  to  eat  lunch  by,  books  to  tend  switchboards  by,  books  to  run 
programs  by,  books  to  visit  the  nurse  by,  books  to  soothe  cranky  patrons  by, 
and  other  useful  coordinates. 

But  the  fact  is,  we  have  no  money  for  such  a  glorious  game,  so  we  thought 
we'd  give  just  titles  this  year .. .because  titles  don't  cost  a  cent.    Here  is 
our  tentative  gift  list  vnhich  we  will  forward  post  haste  to  Santa.    Any  appro- 
priateness in  subject  matter  of  contents  is  purely  accidental  and  does  not 
count  for  points  in  this  game. 

Merry  Christmas  and  season's  greetings  as  we  give 

-  To  the  City  of  Boston  ( hopefully )-—Po or  no  More 

-  To  the  new  Mayor — Philosophy  for  a  Time  of  Crisis 

-  To  the  Board  of  Trustees — More  Than  Meets  the  Eye 

-  To  the  Administration — Gentlemen,  Scholars  and  Scoundrels 

-  To  Book  Selection  and  Purchasing — Wait  till  Next  Year 

-  To  the  Chowder,  Chatter  and  Marching  Society- 

Did  Anyone  Bring  an  Opener 

-  To  all  departments  below  Stack  #1— The" Subterraneans 

-  To  Young  Adult  Librarians — The  Vanishing  Adolescent 

-  To  First  Assistants — My  Life  With  Paper 

-  To  Sunday  workers — The  Weekend  War 

-  To  Librarians  with  Ulcers — The  Land  of  Milk  and  Omelets 

-  To  the  Staff  Association — The~Amazing  Results  of  Positive  Thinking 

-  To  Simmons  College,  SLS-— All  Our  Tomorrows 

-  To  the  female  staff — Eat  Fat  and  Grow  Slim 

-  To  the  Branches — The  Happy  Exiles 

-  To  all  pro-tem  appointees — The  Status  Seekers 

-  To  the  Question  Mark — Goodness  Had  Nothing  to  do  With  It 


THE  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 
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PRESIDENT'S  NOTES 
  I 

Those  of  you  who  did  not  attend  the  eve- j 
ning  program  on  December  fourth  missed  a 
very  pleasant  experience.    Professor  Theo- 
dore Wood  of  the  Department  of  the  Humani- 
ties at  MIT  entertained  us  by  singing  Ame- 
rican folksongs  accompanied  by  a  guitar. 
He  traced  the  development  of  American 
folksong  with  examples  from  such  widely 
divergent  sources  as  sea  chanteys  and  cow- 
boy songs .    The  program  was  as  instructive 
as  it  was  entertaining.    The  movies  se- 
lected by  Mr  Peltier  were  also  of  a  superi- 
or quality  especially  one  devoted  to  the 
mimicry  of  Marcel  Marceau. 

At  this  time  I  should  like  to  wish  you 
all  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and  hope  that 
the  New  Year  will  bring  many  pleasant 
things.    I  also  wish  to  thark  all  of  you 
who  have  helped  with  the  Association  this 
year  by  giving  both  your  time  and  your 
ideas.    It  has  been  for  me  a  very  pleasant 
experience. 

SARAH  W.  FLANNERY 
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WALTER  J.  BLUHM  HEART  MEMORIAL 

A  contribution  of  $>70.75>  has  been  sent 
to  the  Heart  Fund  in  memory  of  Walter  J. 
Bluhm.    A  list  of  the  contributors  and  of 
their  library  units  was  typed  on  the  memo- 
rial scroll  and  sent  to  the  Bluhm  family. 

(signed)    B.  J.  O'NEIL 

The  following  acknowledgments  have  been 
received: 

November  2U,  1959 

Boston  Public  Library 
c/o  Mr.  B.  Joseph  O'Neil 
Copley  Square 
Boston  17,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  O'Neil: 

Your  Heart  Association  is  most  grateful 
for  the  thoughtful  gift  which  the  Boston 
Public  Library  has  sent  in  memory  of  the 
late  Walter  J.  Bluhm.    An  acknowledgment 
has  been  sent  to  the  Bluhm  family,  7U 
Clement  Avenue,  West  Roxbury  32,  Massachu- 
setts, 

The  enclosed  Memorial  Scroll  is  sent  to 
you  with  the  thought  that  those  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  gift  might  like  to  sign  it 
and  send  it  to  the  Bluhm  Family  by  way  of 
further  acknowledgment. 

Sincerely, 
(signed)         WILLIAMINA  B.  GLADSTONE 
Mrs  Ernest  D.  Gladstone 
Heart  Fund  Director 

December  12,  19S9 

Dear  Mr.  O'Neil: 

We  wish  to  express  our  deep  apprecia- 
tion to  Walter's  many  friends  in  the  Li- 
brary for  their  thoughtfulness  in  contri- 
buting to  the  Heart  Association  in  his 
memory.    It  is  indeed  a  fine  tribute  to 
Walter  and  his  years  of  service  in  work 
he  really  enjoyed. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  them  for  their 
many  expressions  of  sympathy  and  under- 
standing; all  of  which  helped  to  comfort 
and  strengthen  us  during  this  difficult 
time. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
(signed)       RUTH  D.  BLUHM 

(For  the  Family) 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 

New  Employees 

Allan  J.  Alien,  Periodical  and  Newspaper 
Kathleen   Radcliffe,  Central  Charging 
Records 

Anthony  F.  Tieuli,  Book  Purchasing 
Re-entered 

June  C.  Miles ,  Cataloging  and  Classifica- 
tion, R  and  RS 

Transferred 

Marjorie  Gibbons,  Hyde  Park  to  Washington 
Village 

Madalene  D.  Holt,  Washington  Village  to 
Lower  Mills 

Donna  L.  Rosenbauer,  Bookmobiles  to  Wash- 
ington Village 

Resigned 

Kathleen  T.  Briano,  Cataloging  and  Classi- 
fication, R  and  RS,  to  accept  another 
position 

Nancy  Condon,  Central  Charging  Records,  to 
accept  another  position 

Marion  C.  Dugan,  East  Boston,  to  accept 
another  position 

James  L.  Del  Conte,  Office  of  Records, 
Files,  Statistics,  to  accept  another  po- 
sition 

David  G.  Irving,  Audio-Visual 

Mrs  Gracenarie  Le  Blanc,  East  Boston,  to 
remain  at  home 

Elizabeth  I.  McLucas,  Cataloging  and  Clas- 
sification, R  and  RS,  to  return  to  school 

Phyllis  A.  Nickerson,  Dorchester,  to  return 
to  school 

WHO'S  NEW 

Lloyd  Jameson,  is  the  new  assistant  in 
Statistical,  Lloyd,  originally  from  Man- 
chester, New  Hampshire,  is  a  '£6  graduate 
of  the  University  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
spent  two  years  in  the  Army  before  coming 
to  the  BPL.  "Art  in  general"  is  his  hob- 
by— especially  painting  jewelry  work. 

■si- 
Joseph  Frazer  of  Dorchester  is  the  newest 
member  of  Branch  Issue.    Joe  graduated  from 
Christoper  Columbus  High  School  in  1959. 
He  spends  his  spare  time  enjoying  sports — 
especially  baseball.    He  worked  part-time 
for  Open  Shelf  last  year. 


The  newest  member  of  Book  Stack  Service 
is  Ann  Connolly  of  South  Boston.  Ann 
graduated  from  Gate  of  ^eaven  High  School 
in  1958,  and  worked  at  Liberty  Mutual  be- 
fore coming  to  us.    Sewing  and  reading 
are  her  favorite  hobbies. 

Edwin  Sanford,  new  in  History,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Belmont.    He  did  his  undergraduate 
work  at  Northeastern  and  B.U.  and  is  now 
attending  Simmons.    Before  coming  to  the 
BPL,  Ed  worked  in  a  private  library.  He 
spends  all  his  spare  time  reading. 

■it 

Egleston  Square  is  boasting  another  at- 
tractive young  lady,  Ellen  Sloat  of  Rye, 
New  York.    Ellen,  who  graduated  from  B.U. 
last  August,  is  the  new  children's  worker. 
She  lists  skiing  and  sewing  as  her  chief 
hobbies . 

Russell  Nile  of  Waltham  has  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Bookmobiles.    After  graduat- 
ing from  Bates,  Russ  spent  two  years  in 
the  Army  during  which  time  he  attended  the 
Army  Language  School  in  California,  and 
was  later  stationed  in  Africa.  Currently 
he  is  attending  Simmons  and  spending  his 
leisure  time  on  reading,  music,  and  cy- 
cling. 

STAFF  ASSOCIATION  SOCIAL  FIZZLES 

On  Friday  evening,  December  Uth,  a  sor- 
ry group  of  seventeen  stalwarts  met  in 
the  lecture  hall  for  a  pleasant  evening 
of  Ballads  and  films.    The  program  was 
entertaining  and  the  refreshment  commit- 
tee had  outdone  itself. 

At  nine  o'clock  a  few  more  staffers  ar- 
rived on  the  scene,  luckily  for  the  heaps 
of  refreshments  but  unfortunately  too 
late  for  our  guest  balladeer. 

If  there  was  keen  disappointment  for 
those  who  gave  time  and  energy  to  the 
preparation  and  presentation  of  the  pro- 
gram, there  may  have  been  pleasure  for 
someone  when  Lou  Rains  drove  the  plenti- 
ful remaining  food  to  the  House  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  where  it  was  gratefully  re- 
ceived by  the  Sisters. 


FA  LA  LA  AND  FUM,  FUM,  FUM 


This  Xrnas  season  marks  the  fifth  year  in 
the  history  of  the  Boston  Public  Library's 
youngest  tradition— the  Carolers.    Not  to 
be  confused  with  other  B.P.L,  traditions, 
both  animate  and  inanimate,  which  admitted- 
ly have  deeper  roots  (no  tradition  should 
be  without  them),  the  Caroler3,  neverthe- 
less, now  represent  a  way  of  life,  a  ray 
of  light  in  an  otherwise  quiet  and  dull 
season. 

It  all  started  back  in  195>5>  when  three  of 
the  B.P.L.'s  foremost  (in  girth)  musicians, 
Louis  Ugalde  (violin),  George  Pahud  (bas- 
soon), and  Martin  Waters  (trumpet),  keenly 
aware  of  the  meaning  of  Xrnas  and  determined 
to  get  out  of  their  respective  departments 
for  a  few  hours,  decided  to  serenade  their 
fellow  librarians  with  carols  at  each  of 
the  stack  levels.    It  was  planned  as  an  in- 
side job,  purely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
staff ;  yet,  the  tradition  was  barely  an 
hour  old  when  our  errant  minstrels  were 
"invited"  to  perform  in  the  front  hall 
along  with  a  hastily-formed  group  of  sing- 
ing ladies  from  the  division  offices.  Our 
patrons  were  not  to  be  denied! 

In  195>6  it  was  decided  to  exercise  some 
control  over  the  singing,  not  to  mention 
impromptu  instrumentalists,  so  a  mixed 
quartet  was  invited  to  join  the  group, 
Aletha  and  Ed  Munro,  Veronica  Yotts,  and 
Maurice  Carbonneau  sang  beautifully,  aided 
and  abetted  by  Martin  Waters,  Louis  Ugalde, 
and  Dan  Koury,  who  played  a  celeste,  rented 
for  the  occasion.    We  missed  George  Pahud, 
who  had  left  the  Library  with  his  bassoon. 
The  theatre  of  operations  was  extended  to 
include  the  Sargent  Gallery,  the  Abbey 
Room,  and,  of  course,  the  front  hall  where 
the  public  was  invited  to  join  the  singing, 
courtesy  of  John  Hancock,    There  were  those 


who  planned  big  things  for  us,  including 
an  appearance  on  the  Parknan  Bandstand 
as  a  part  of  the  Boston  Christmas  Festi- 
val.   However,  our  minstrels  were  not 
naive  enough  to  think  that  success  could 
come  so  quickly  and  easily,  and  so  de- 
cided to  allow  a  few  years  for  maturity. 

The  group  remained  the  same  in  1957 
but  managed  to  extend  its  repertoire  to 
include  several  lovely  carols  of  other 
lands,  notable  among  which  were  "Un 
flambeau,  Jeanette,  Isabelle" ,     '" Prae- 
tor ius"  and  "Lo  how  a  Rose  Ere  Bioomin." 
Solos  by  Aletha  and  Ed  Munro  included 
"Jesu  Bambino",  "0  Holy  Night",  and  "I 
Wonder  as  I  Wander" ,  which  resounded 
majestically  through  the  marbled  front 
hall. 

In  1958  there  were  slight  rumblings  of 
dissent  and  revolt,  which  seemed  to  dis- 
solve upon  clearer  reflection  of  the 
true  meaning  of  Kris  Kringle.    There  was 
one  change  in  the  lineup:  Elizabeth 
Drane  filled  in  for  Veronica  Yotts  who 
could  not  leave  her  post  at  South  Boston. 
More  foreign  carols  were  introduced  in- 
cluding one  from  the  Basque  country  and 
the  Catalonian  "Fum,  fum,  fum." 

Once  again  we  come  to  caroling  time 
and  this  year  the  carolers  will  be  big- 
ger and  better.    Both  Betty  Drane  and 
Ronnie  Yotts  are  expected  to  sing  alto, 
and  both  Aletha  Munro  and  Dan  Koury  have 
consented  to  come  out  of  retirement  to 
rejoin  the  group.    Even  George  Pahud  has 
threatened  to  come  back,  this  time  with 
a  viola  he  made  himself.    Another  impor- 
tant change  involves  Martin  Waters,  who 
will  play  a  valve  trombone  at  least  as 
well  and  probably  better  than  the  trum- 
pet he  has  wielded  these  past  four  years. 
The  date  is  Tuesday,  December  22  from 
2  to  k  p.m. 

MANY  HAPPY  RETURNS 

An  early  Christmas  gift  to  our  public 
from  BPL  is  a  drive-up  book-return  box. 
Wrapped  in  sunny  yellow  paint,  it  stands 
"at  the  ready"  on  the  curb's  edge  directly 
in  front  of  the  main  entrance  of  Central, 

This  is  not  an  in-free  gesture,  as  re- 
turns will  be  checked  against  the  files, 
but  it  should  be  a  great  convenience  in 
avoiding  the  parking  struggle. 


BANDIED  CLICHES 

Grab  your  hats,  zip  up  your  doublets 
Here  comes  a  hatful  of  cowardly  couplets; 
To  all  you  girls  and  all  you  fellers, 
To  all  you  grand  old  BPLers, 
To  the  Director  and  each  Trustee, 
Employees  present  and  emeriti, 
Christmas  cheer  and  Christmas  -wassail. 
To  Scullys — Betty,  George  and  Yossel; 
And  Sullys — Kate,  Mike  and  Loraine, 
The  David  Sheehans  and  Betty  Drane, 
Mike  Papoutsakis,  Mary  Rea, 
Gertrude  Wade,  Shirley  Gildea. 
May  happiness  and  good  cheer  gladden 
The  hearts  of  Pr is ilia  MacFadden, 
Edna  Wollent,  Mary  Farrell, 
Kay  MacDonald,  John  M.  Carroll* 
Peace  on  earth  we  know  you'll  foster, 
Santa  Claus,  for  Santa  Koster, 
Dot  Morgan,  Rita  Desaulniers, 
And  Ed  and  Felicia  Peltier. 
The  grandest  of  all  Christmas  trees 
For  the  Uraanos  and  the  Ugaldes, 
Tom  Manning,  Margaret  Morrissey, 
Joe  Crowley,  Zoltan  Haras zti, 
Margaret  Butler,  Mary  Hackett, 
Mike  Venezia  and  Hal  Brackett. 
May  welkins  ring  for  Frank  Bruno, 
Fred  Van  Norden,  Ed  Munro, 
The  two  Balls,  Gerald  and  one  who's 
Lawrence, 

Connolly,  John  and  Connolly,  Florence, 
Harrington,  Pat  and  Harrington,  Betty, 
Jean  Fitzgerald  and  Gilda  Rossetti. 
Let  Christmas  stockings  overflow 
For  Gay  and  Maurice  Carbonneau, 
B.  J.  O'Neil  and  Bradford  Hill, 
Lewis,  Margaret  and  Lewis,  Bill, 
Quarter  Century  Club  and  book  reviewers, 
The  Arnavets  and  film  pre-viewers. 
Fill  cups  with  cheer  for  Louis  Rains, 
Paul  Brayton,  Tom  and  Ervin  Gaines, 
The  Murphys,  Martin  and  Pauline, 
Frank  Moran  and  Sammy  Green, 
May  McDonald,  William  Casey, 
History's  Sally,  Martin,  Macy. 
And,  Santa,  place  the  mistletoe 
Over  Billy  Di  Rosario. 
Let  carols  ring  so  merrilly 
For  Mildred,  Kate  and  Rosalie, 
Helen  S.  Murphy  and  Helen  O'Leary, 
Eleanor  Halligan  and  Mary  Daly, 
Lou  Polishook  and  Charlie  Gillis, 
Michael  Forde  and  Adams,  Phyllis, 
A  happy  New  Year  and  seemly  sobriety 
To  the  Chowder,  Chatter  and  Marching 
Society 

May  the  season  be  both  bright  and  gay 
For  Barbara  Feeley,  Margie  Bouquet, 


Sam  Adelstein  and  his  two  Dots, 
Emilia  Lange  and  Konny  Yotts ■ 
Deck  halls  with  matzoh  balls  and  holly 
For  Minna  Steinberg,  Kay  Macauley, 
Pauline  Winnick,  Helen  Sevagian, 
Aaron  Starr  and  Gracie  Marvin. 
And  to  all  you  others  whose  names  don't 
rhyme 

May  you  too  have  a  jolly  timej 
We're  sorry  we  couldn't  use  your 

monniker — 
Joyeux  Noel  and  Happy  Chanukah. 

KRIS  KRINGLE 

CHRISTMAS  WASSAIL 

For  many  years  an  annual  Christmas  Tea 
has  been  given  for  the  library  staff  and 
alumni  in  the  Women's  lounge.    The  event 
has  been  so  popular  that  the  lounge  faci- 
lities are  no  longer  adequate  and  the  at- 
mosphere of  crowded  discomfort  is  dis- 
couraging the  attendance  of  our  numerous 
retired  members. 

This  year  the  committee,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Emilia  Lange,  will  try  a 
new  approach v    The  more  spacious  and  airy 
accomodations  of  the  Elliott  Room  (former- 
ly the  Teachers  Room)  will  welcome  all 
comers  to  a  Christmas  Wassail  on  Tuesday, 
December  22.    Since  this  is  the  first 
time  the  Elliott  Room  has  been  used  for  a 
Christmas  party,  the  committee  has  planned 
things  as  simply  as  possible  while  retain- 
ing the  festive  air  so  evident  in  previous 
years • 

Invitations  have  been  sent  to  close  to 
one  hundred  members  in  retirement  whose 
friends  here  will  greet  them  in  greater 
comfort  this  year. 

The  usual  delectable  cakes  and  sweets 
are  being  solicited  from  the  expert  bakers 
among  us,  in  addition  to  which  the  commit- 
tee is  asking  for  favorite  tea  sandwich 
recipes,  the  donor  being  encouraged  to 
supply  the  ingredients.    Those  of  us  who 
feel  less  comfortable  in  the  realm  of 
fancy  cuisine  may  still  help  with  small 
donations  to  defray  the  cost  of  liquid 
refreshment  and  incidentals. 

SEE  YOU  'ROUND  THE  WASSAIL  BOWL 
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THE  VISIT 

'"Jwas  the  night  after  Christmas,  and 
all  through  the  library,  not  a  creature 
was  stirring-^nd  all  of  a  sudden  this 
creep  wearin'  a  red  suit  comes  in. 

"Ho  ho  ho,"  says  he,  and  I  said,  very 

r^H9 Ut  firmly)  bud*  can't  you 

read?    Silence,  it  says,  and  silence  it's 
going  to  be."    He  got  that  laugh  off  his 
face  quick. (Quite  a  few  characters  come 
into  our  department,  and  I  didn't  figure 
this  one  any  different.)    He  throws  down 
a  lot  of  books  on  the  counter,  and  I  rif- 
les through  the  transaction  cards,  and 
•chey  are  a  year  overdue. 
^Where  you  been,  sir,  for  such  a  long 

"North  Pole",  he  answers,  and  I'm  not 
too  surprised-as  a  good  librarian,  I  like 
to  keep  up  with  things  in  the  news    and  I 

or^rt *5J        WaS,either  °n  the  Nautilus, 
or  part  of  the  exploration  group  for  the 
International  Geophysical  Year,  and  let  it 
go  at  unat. 

♦JriVe*d^larS  in  fines'"  1  said,  and 
this  cat  digs  into  an  enormous  sack  and 
pulls  out  five  shiny  silver  dollars.'  So* 
you  know  some  of  the  types  that  come  in?"' 
libraries,  carrying  Boston  bags,  lunch 

SSZ'J?"  *?i  Sat°heU  ^  bracks 
bags  and  carpet  bags.    Well,  this  man's 

bag  had  all  kinds  of  fancy  wrappedTck- 
ages  in  it,  see,  and  I  figure  thTa  creep's 
a  klepto,  and  he  gotta  be  watched,  so  T 
watch  him  closely. 

All  of  a  sudden,  I  hear  this  awful  rack- 
et out  in  the  courtyard,  and  I  hurry  out 
dV  but  a  bunch  oTZ^' 

with  funny  horns  dragging  a  big  red  and 
gold  sted  around.    These  creatures  (I 
don't  know  what  they  are  exactly,  because 
I  don't  work  in  the  Reference  Department) 
are  munching  on  the  shrubbery.  parment;» 

I  go  over  to  this  guy  with  the  red  nose 
(he  must  have  had  a  few,  but  not  enough  to 
call  the  police)  and  I  says  to  him,  "Does 
that ^ livestock  in  the  courtyard  belong  to 

He  turns  to  me * and  he  answers,  "Yes  i+ 
does    and  what  sort  of  a  joke  does  this 

egeeYa°  SttW?  ^St+kn0W  who  1  *» 
i  get  a  little  respect  around  here?  Don't 

you  know  Santa  Claus  when  you  see  him?" 

liL^S  t*0  ^th  a  ^lf-eneer  on  my 
lips  and  I  said  to  him,  "Daddy-o,  ther7 
ain't  no  Santa  Claus."    A  look of  surprise 

Tth^/?5         he  Sa*S>  "But™* 
am,  with  all  of  my  gear  and  paraphernalia-- 


one  nice  toy  bag,  red  suit,  sleigh,  and 
all  my  reindeer  too  numerous  to  mention, 
my  white  beard,  and  jovial  face." 
"No,  man,"  I  said,  "I  can't  believe 

t  Zl  V  ^  ClaUS*    How  can  l>  ^en 
2££n™  WOrk  the  d^  after  Christmas?" 
TT^IDES  0NLY  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIANS  BE- 
LIEVE IN  SANTA  CUUS-HD-FC-HD. 

NEW  ENGLAND  UNIT 
CATHOLIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

TTnJ?8  meeting  of  the  New  England 

™  V™**8  5atholic  L^rary  Association 
was  held  on  Saturday,  October  17,  at 
Cardinal  Cushing  Collegej  Brookllne. 
Sister  Verda  ^re,  president  of  the  col- 
lege, was  hostess. 

The  program,  arranged  by  Sally  Ann 
£^,J1^e"Chairnian'  Panted  Alice 
Ha^%^Ck,ley'  librarian  *t  Jamaica  Plain 

wh?  «^       aSu  f0rmer  BPL  sta^  member, 
^  5P°*e  on  The  High  School  Library. 

—#  g2**23j  and  Brendan  T.  Malin,  for- 

aS  Lw  f  ^  IriSh  Ne^  Agenc^  in  ^lin 
GWW   J?*1™:*  Witer  for  the  B°ston 
GLOBE,  whose  topic  was  De  Valera  and  the 

£S?  Eleftion.    The  Unit  Chairman,  Sis- 
Ur  Mary  Assisium  OSF,  presided. 


atDCcZn^ 

iirLreed  ^»  of 

oi?A^acy  Association.    Diane  is  not 

Uni?  ^r^ry  °f  the  New  ^n§land 

^  su°ceeeded  to  the  of- 
so£  ?    Rector  of  the  Elementary  Advi- 
sory Committee  of  the  Unit,  following 

SfSrS;  Engier'  S°Uth  ^ston,  Z  was 

VUCh  Director.    Diane  has  also 
ctt *  appoint ed  Chairman  of  the  National 
Committee  for  the  Children's  List  THP 
BEST  IN  CATHOLIC  READING  I960.  ' 

the°Sinf  nf  a!  W^tj  Director  for 
the  New  England  Unit,  Martha  C.  Engler 
is  also  serving  as  Membership  Chairman; 
Elementary  Schools  Libraries  Sec tion^CLA, 

"uee3,^^61,  °f        Regina  Award  6™' 

retSnf?^'  TeaCherS  ^P^tment,  the 
is  Si  I  Cha?;rinan  of  the  New  England  Unit, 

Paul  v  Tberv.°f  the  Board  of  directors. 
TW I  Ref^ence  Librarian, 

BPL  stef f  mo BaPf  Librar^  and  ^rmer3 

staff  ^niber,  has  been  elected  Treas- 
urer, NEU-CLA .  eaS 

Alice  Waters,  Statistical. has  been 


v  - 
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appointed  Transportation  Director  NEU-CLA.! 


MORNING  BECOUvS  ELECTRIC 


MARTHA  C.  ENGLER 
* 

Program  for  Tuesday,  December  29,  1959 
Cathedral  Center 

10:00  INVOCATION 

Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  Timothy  F.  O'Leary, 

Ph.D.,  LL.D. 
Director  of  Schools 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

ON  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  SECTION  OF  THE 
C.L.A. 

Miss  Anna  Manning 

Boston  Public  Library 

10:30    BOOKS  FOR  YOUNG  ADULTS 
Miss  Rose  Moorachian 
Librarian  for  Young  Adults 
South  Boston  Branch  Library 

11:15    READING  FOR  THE  SLOW  READERS 

Brother  Martin  Andrew,  F.M.S. 
Central  Catholic  High 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts 


12:00-1:30 
1:30-2:30 


RECESS  LUNCH 
HIGH  SCHOOL  PANEL 


BOOK  SELECTION 
Sister  Macrina,  S.S.J. 
Librarian,  Regis  College 
Vfeston,  Massachusetts 

BASIC  REFERENCE  BOOKS  FOR  HIGH 
SCHOOL  LIBRARIES 

Rev.  Nicholas  J.  McNeil,  S.J. 

Librarian,  Cheverus  High  School 

Portland,  Maine 

BOOK  PURCHASING  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

LIBRARIES 

Mr.  Gerald  L.  Ball 

Book  Purchasing  Department 

Boston  Public  Library 


2:30  QUESTIONS 


DISCUSSIONS 


Like  the  Locke-Ober's  bar  which  for  36U 
days  of  the  year  keeps  a  sharp  vigil  a- 
gainst  invasion  by  the  high-heeled  set, 
the  BPL's  Sancta  Sanctorum  opens  its  doors 
but  once  each  year  to  admit  a  feminine 
foot. 

The  day  is  Thursday,  December  twenty- 
fourth,  ladies;  the  place  is  the  men's 
lounge,  Stack  #1;  the  tine,  morning;  and 
the  occasion,  the  annual  Men's  Christmas 
Coffee  Party. 

The  committee,  headed  by  Arthur  Mullon- 
ey,  promises  traditional  decor,  dim  light- 
ing, donuts,  and  dancing  to  the  strains  of 
the  finest  orchestras  in  the  country 
(courtesy  of  Audio-Visual).  Committee 
members  are  reluctant  to  make  any  official 
statements  regarding  mistletoe,  though 
they  are  anxious  to  remind  us  that  deeds 
of  gallantry  have  always  been  performed 
in  the  best  Pickwickian  style  (within  the 
limits  of  pre-luncheon  protocol). 

So,  God  rest  ye  merry  gentlemen — and 
ladies — but  not  until  after  you  have  dared 
the  roseate  atmosphere  of  the  Men's 
Christmas  Coffee  Party. 

MATTAPAN  FRIENDS'  PROGRAM 

On  Tuesday,  December  8,  over  120  inter- 
ested patrons  attended  the  Friends'  pro- 
gram in  observance  of  Jewish  Book  Month. 
Mrs.  Blanche  Daniels,  a  local  book  re- 
viewer of  much  talent,  discussed  Maurice 
Samuel's  The  World  of  Sholom  Aleichem. 
Musical  films  were  also  shown,  featuring 
such  artists  as  Artur  Rubenstein,  Jascha 
Heifetz,  and  Myra  Hess. 

The  crowded,  usually  noisy, Children's 
Room  where  the  program  was  held  was  in 
absolute  stillness  as  Mrs  Daniels  read  se- 
lections from  Tevye's  Daughters  and  The 
Great  Fair  (both  by  Sholom  Aleichem),  em- 
phasizing the  Jewish  characters  of  the 
old  world,  and  describing  the  colorful 
ghetto  life  in  19th  century  Poland  and 
Ea-stern  Europe.    Both  the  speaker  and  the 
films  made  a  tremendous  hit,  and  many  te- 
lephone calls  have  been  received  at  the 
Branch  asking  that  this  program  be  re- 
peated. 

As  interesting  testimony  to  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  affair,  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  presence  of  "Bubbles",  our 
canine  "Friend"  of  the  Library,  who  sat 
throughout  in  rapt,  silent  attention  on 
his  master's  lap,  and,  as  the  entertain- 
ment ended,  trotted  to  the  refreshment 
table  to  partake  of  his  duly-earned  cake 
and  coffee. 


"He  makes  more  money  than  I  do,  doe  s  lese  work, 

bugs  me  all  year,  and  you  want  me  to  chip  in  on  a 
PRESENT?1' 
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Any  contribution  to  the  Soap  Box  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  full  name  of  the 
Association  member  submitting  it,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Branch  Li- 
brary, Department  or  Office  in  which  he 
or  she  is  employed.    The  name  is  with- 
held from  publication,  or  a  pen  name 
used,  if  the  contributor  so  requests. 
Anonymous  contributions  are  not  given 
consideration.    The  author  of  the  article 
is  known  only  to  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
The  contents  of  the  articles  appearing 
in  the  Soap  Box  are  personal  opinions 
expressed  by  individual  Association 
members  and  their  appearance  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  that  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  and  the  Association  are 
in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed. 
Only  those  contributions  containing  not 
more  than  300  words  will  be  accepted. 


To  the  Soap  Box: 

As  librarians,  the  members  of  our  Staff 
Association  can  all  recognize  quality  in  a 
publication  when  they  encounter  it.  I 
think  we  are  all  agreed  that  this  year  the 
QM  has  been  a  publication  in  which  we  have 
a  right  to  take  great  pride. 

Only  a  former  editor  of  the  QM,  on  the 
other  hand,  knows  just  how  much  time,  ef- 
fort and  serious  thinking  goes  into  any 
issue  of  this  staff  bulletin.    After  the 
first  issues  of  19E>°  had  appeared,  the 
present  editor  received  several  accolades 
in  the  Soap  Box  for  the  manner  in  which 
she  was  tackling  this  difficult  30b.  I 
have  meant  to  add  my  echo  to  these  letters 
ever  since.    Now  I*b>  glad  that  I  have  not 
found  time  to  do  so  until  now.    To  begin 
a  task  well  is  one  thing;  to  sustain  that 
accomplishment  and  even  improve  upon  it 
throughout  an  entire  year  is  something 


even  more  remarkable  and  praiseworthy. 
Somehow,  our  present  editor  has  managed 
to  make  each  succeeding  issue  as  good  and 
often  better  than  the  last  one.    In  my 
opinion,  this  has  been  one  of  the  finest 
years  the  QM  has  ever  known. 

When  youTind  such  high  quality  in  any 
publication,  you  know  that  its  whole  edi- 
torial staff  must  have  really  been  work- 
ing to  produce  it.    So  our  thanks  are 
rightfully  due  to  all  members  of  the  edi- 
torial board.    I,  for  one,  would  like  the 
whole  board  to  know  how  much  we  appreci- 
ate their  efforts.    But  in  the  end,  it  is 
the  editor  who  must  think  and  plan,  pull 
and  prod,  cajole  and  placate,  tie  loose 
ends  together,  and  assume  the  actual  re- 
sponsibility for  getting  each  issue  out. 
Ultimately,  then,  the  wreaths  are  yours, 
Felicia.    Please  accept  them  with  the 
sincere  gratitude  of  your  readers  for  a 
splendid  performance  from  beginning  to 
end. 

B.  GERTRUDE  WADE 

To  the  Soapbox, 

Having  finally,  if  belatedly,  adopted  a 
rational  personnel  classification  setting 
minimum  standards  of  education  and  train- 
ing, we  find  that  most  of  our  top  admini- 
strators cannot  present  the  minimum  edu- 
cational qualifications  required  of  a 
professional  librarian.    While  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand  why  successive 
boards  of  trustees  have  continually  ig- 
nored the  need  for  professional  leader- 
ship in  this  library,  it  is  almost  unbe- 
lievable that  the  same  board  of  trustees 
which  adopted  our  present  personnel 
classification  could  appoint  a  person  to 
direct  this  program  who  did  not  possess 
the  educational  qualifications  which  were 
being  established. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  be  critical  of 
a  person  who  accepts  a  position  which 
will  enable  him  to  provide  more  adequate- 
ly for  his  family  and  who  strives  to  per- 
form his  duties  to  the  best  of  his  abili- 
ty.   Rather  my  criticism  is  directed  at 
the  concept  that  the  administrators  of  a 
library  do  not  need  training  and  experi- 
ence in  librarianship.    Let  us  consider 
what  an  individual  would  probably  do  upon 
being  offered  a  position  in  a  business  in 
which  he  had  not  previously  been  engaged. 
Most  likely  he  would  rush  down  to  the 
public  library  to  get  a  few  books  on,  the 
new  type  of  work.    Upon  reporting  for 
work  after  a  short  period  of  home  in- 
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struction  can  this  person  be  assumed  to 
have  the  necessary  knowledge  to  satisfac-  | 
torily  perform  his  new  job?    In  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  yes  I    We  have  been  living  ; 
in  the  land-of -make-believe  for  so  long 
that  such  an  assumption  comes  easily. 

However,  in  reality,  we  find  that  the 
City  of  Boston  is  supporting  an  expensive  j 
do-it-yourself  on-the-job  training  program 
for  administrators  with  no  checks  or  con- 
trols to  evaluate  the  results  and  with  the | 
inevi  table  consequences . 

E  PLURIBUS  UNUM 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  such  a  noticeable  change  in  our 
library  atmosphere  lately,  one  wonders  what 
may  be  the  basic  cause,    ^he  so-called 
"cost  of  living"  raise,  etc.?    We  have  re- 
ceived similar  raises  in  the  past  without 
realizing  any  similar  lift  in  morale.  Be- 
sides, the  raise  did  not  equalize  the  in- 
Creased  cost  of  living.    We  must  look 
further • 

I  wonder  whether  it  may  not  be  a  general 
recognition  that  our  Trustees  have  finally 
taken  a  more  direct  and  effective  interest 
in  determining  our  problems  and  in  finding 
an  answer  to  them.  If  so,  it  proves  a  far 
more  effective  means  of  obtaining  coopera- 
tion than  did  the  complete  delegation  of 
responsibility  and  authority  to  one  indi- 
vidual. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  these  good  gen- 
tlemen on  their  courage  in  taking  the 
first  steps  to  correct  this  former  weak- 
ness. 

SATISFIED  CRITIC 


MORE  BLESSED  TO  GIVE 

The  magnificent  Christmas  Tree  in  New 
York  City's  Rockefeller  Plaza  this  year  is 
a  gift  from  Massachusetts ,  home-grown  in  a 
town  called  Podunk.    Boston's  Christmas 
Tree  was  broughtwith  home-grown  money  to 
the  tune  of  $114.00.00  or  thereabouts. 


BO  ST  OKI     PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
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Caldwell,  Sarah.    Cultural  renaissance  in  Boston   XIV:2:3:1 

Callahan,  William  F.    BPLSA,  program  committee,  chairman   XlvWilh 

n    ^  ~  XIV:5:13s2 

Canham,  Erwin  D. 

NLW,  report   XIV^jI 

TV.    Kruschev's  first  visit  in  Washington   XIV:9:6:2 

Metropolis:    Your  Library   XIV:  10: 8 

XIV:11:2:2 

United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  president — congratula- 

n    u    tions   XIV:3:8:1 

Carbonneau,  Maurice.    Christmas  carolers,  history...   XIV:12:ii:l 

Carbonneau,  Maurice  (Mr  and  Mrs). 

Activities  unlimited   XIV :6: 2:2 

CCMS.    Bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange  ,  XIV:3:7:1 

Farewell  party  for  Daniel  J.  Koury   XIV:9:3:1 

Farewell  party  for  four  XIV: 7:7? 2 

CARE.    Appeals  t<  nV:l:;f:2 

XIV:  2:6:1 

HV:3:8 

XIV:5:10:2 

XIV:6:5:2 

XIV:7:3:2 

XIV:8:6:2 

v  XIV:12:11 

Bluhm,  Walter  J.,  memorial   XIV:11:3:2 

Letter  of  appreciation   XIV:l4:10:2 

Carey,  Elizabeth  Anne.    Entered  service   XU:9:k:l 

Who's  new.   XEV:10:i:l 

Cariani,  Gates  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter:    Karen  Ann   XIV:£:12r2 

Carpenter,  Albert  L.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV:1:8 

Retirement   XIV  :1: 3:1 

XIV*l*ii*2 

Carr,  Phyllis  M.    Transferred   XIV-1-3-1 

Carr,  Robert  F.    Resigned  \.\\\\\  \\\\\  XIV-10«3\L 

Carr,  Robley  F.    BPLSA,  Staff  Library  committee,  member  ship"  on.  XrV-liOli* 

Carrico,  Dorothy  L.    Entered  service   XIV •^•7*1 

Transferred  !    XIV  ^8  :*2  :'l 

Who's  new   XIV •^•8»? 

Carroll,  John  M.    aav.^.o.* 

Hirson,  Helen  (Mrs),    luncheon  in  honor  of   XTV:h:6:l 
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Carroll,  John  M.  (Continued). 

MLA,  midwinter  meetjng,  report  ••  XIV: 2:3:2 

Murphy,  Louise  K.,  retirement  party  in  honor  ">*•••.»,   XIV:10:8:2 

NLW,  steering  committee,. .     XIV:3:l£ 

Reis,  Annie,  retirement  pr.rty  in  honor  of  *   XIV:10:7:1 

Carter,  Ruth.    Homage,  a  poeu   XIV: 7:10: 2 

Photostatic  copies,  a  poem   XIV:7f9*2 

Cartoons. 

Arts  Festival   XIV:6:$:1 

Bookmobile  service   XIV:5:5:2 

Booktruck  accident   XIV:9:7 

Budget  cuts.   XIV:^:7:2 

Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12:h:l 

Exhibition  of  Soviet  science,  culture,  and  technology   XIV:8:k:l 

Gift  contributions   XIV:12:8 

"Haven't  you  any  happy  books?"   XIV:3:11:2 

Jazz  display  and  programs  •   XIV :£: 7:1 

"Madam,  I'm  from  the  B.P.L."   XIV :8: 7 

Men's  smoking  room   XIV :S>:  10: 2 

NLW.  Paul  Revere   XIV:1*:7:2 

Pogo   XIV:3:5:1 

"No  LOLITA?"   XIV:3:7:2 

Puzzle  contest  fans   XIV  :£: 6: 2 

Rains,  Louis  (CCMS  outing)   XIV:7:7:1 

Salada  tea.   XIV:11:8 

Searching   TLV:h:$ 

Season's  greetings,  already   XIV:11:7j2 

Smoking  room   XIV:10t5 

Studying  in  Bates  Hall.   XIV:li:10:l 

Summer.   XIV:7:6 

XIV:8:1 

Summer  dress   XIV:6:10 

Summer  reading  clubs  •  XIV: 9:6:1 

Trick  or  treat   XIV:10:10:2 

Case,  Harold  B.  (Mrs).    NLW,  publicity  at  First  Alumnae  Forum*.  XIV:3:6sl. 

Casey,  Mary.    Ustach,  Janet  E.,  wedding   XIV:10:3:2 

Casey,  William  T, 

CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

Librarianship— a  letter  In  AMERICA   XIV:3:3*1 

SOAP  BOX,  Expression  of  opinions  in  it  urged  (Soap  Box)   XIV:3:lii:l 

Letter  on,  comments  on.   XIV :U: 11: 2 

Cashman,  Marie  J.    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to 

delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Castagnola,  Robert.    Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards, 

eleventh  annual,  report   XIV:6:ii:2 

Catholic  book  forum.    Announcement  (Calendar  of  Events)   XIV:l:5s2 

Report........   XIV:3:6:2 

Catholic  book  week.    Announcement  (Calendar  of  Events)   XIV:1:£:2 

Catholic  Library  Association. 

Annual  conference,  report..   XIV :£: 2:2 

NE  unit. 

Cardinal  Cushing  College  meeting,  report   XT7:12:6:2 

Cathedral  Center  meeting,  program   XIV:12:7:1 

SB  meeting,  report   XIV:3:3:2 

Cavanna,  Betty. 

RTYAL.    10th  anniversary  meeting,  report   XIV:5:5:1 

Winter  meeting,  report   XIV:3:10t2 

Century  2000.    Poem  by  Sheila  W.  Pierce   XIV:5:5:2 

Cerf,  Bennett.    ALA,  annual  conference,  notes   HV:7:2:2 
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Chabot,  Juliette  (Mrs).    Thesis  includes  BPL   XIV:3:13:1 

Chadwick,  Norma  R.    Entered  service   XIV: 2:6:1 

Who's  new,  ,   XIV:3:8?2 

Chandler,  Marion.    WR,  lecturesfor  parents  series   XIV:11:5>:1 

Children's  Section,    Summer  reading  club  party.   XIV:9:6:1 

Chowder,  Chatter  and  Marching  Society. 

Farewell  for  four,  report   XIV: 7:7: 2 

June  17th  outing.    Announcement   XIV:5:l5 

Report   XIV:7:7:1 

Koury,  Daniel  J.,  party  in  honor  of.   XIV:9:3:1 

Lange,  Emilia,  bon  voyage  party  in  honor  of..   X1V:3:7:1 

Cheves,  Vera  L.  (Mrs).    BPL  scholarship,  recipient  of   XIV:6:7rl 

Christie,  Carolyn  A.    Resigned   XIV:3:8:1 

Christmas  carolers.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

History   XIV:12:h:l 

Christmas  gifts.    Book  titles  (Editorial  Notes)   XIV:12:1 

Christmas  greetings.    Executive  board,  president,  and  publica- 
tions committee   XIV:  12: 2:1 

Christmas  poem.    Bandied  cliches  (not  indexed  under  names  in- 
cluded)  XIV: 12: 5:1 

Christmas  tea.    Staff.    Announcement  (Calendar  of  Events)   XIV:11:2 

Report..   XIV:1:8 

Christmas  time  off.    Working  day  after  Christmas   XIV:12:6:1 

Christmas  tree.    Gift  to  New  York  City;    cost  of  Boston's   XIV:12:10:1 

Christmas  wassail.    Announcement  and  invitation   XIV:12t5>:2 

Poster   XIV:12:13 

Claflin,  Bruce  B.  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter:     Lynne  Eaton   XIV:10:11 

Clark,  Edward  A.    Reis,  Annie,  retirement  party  in  honor  of....  XIV:11:7:2 

Clark,  Winifred  B.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:6:6:1 

Codex  porphyrious.    Visit  to  Patmos  by  Mary  Alice  Rea   XIV:8:£:2 

Codman  Square  Branch  Library.    Branch  profiles   XIV:5>:11:1 

Lectures  for  parents  series.....  XIV:11:5:1 

Coffee  break  recipe,  Canadian  style.    Reprint  from  VIEW  POINTS.  XIV:5:£:1 
Coffey,  Barbara  (Mrs). 

BPLSA,  "Getting-to-know-you "party,  poster   XIV  :3 :17 

Tran  sf  erred   XIV :  3 : 8 : 1 

Wassail  party,  poster.   XIV:12:13 

Cole,  F.  Laurelle  (Mrs).    Transferred   XIV:7:8:1 

XIV:8:2:1 

Coleman,  Anne  F.    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to 

delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Coleman,  Beatrice.    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to 

delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Colgan,  Helen  E.    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee, 

membership  on   XIV:li:li4 

Collins,  Charles.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:7:9:1 

Conant,  Ronald  C.    Transferred   XIV:10:3:1 

Condon,  Nancy.  Entered  service...   XIV:9:ii:l 

Resigned   XIV:12:3:1 

Who's  new.   HV:10:U:2 

CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD.    Daffy  definitions   XIV :6: 8:2 

Connell,  Helen.    Progress  report   XIV:  2:51:2 

Connolly,  Anne  M.    Entered  service   XIV:11:6:1 

Welcomed  back   XIV  :1: 3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:12:3:2 

Connolly,  Edward  J.    Resigned   XIV:10:3:1 


Connolly,  G.  Florence, 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

BPLSA,  house  comiri.ttv.-3  for  ,romen,  chairman.  ,   XIV:lj:13 

XIV:5:13 

SE,  open  house,  report,..  »,,.,,♦«  XIV:5:12:2 

Connolly,  John  J,    NLW,  steering  committee   XIV:3:l£ 

Contributions,    Number  of  and  amount  (President's  Notes)   XIV:1:2:1 

Conway,  Ruth  K.  (Mrs),    Transferred,..   HV:1:3:1 

Conway,  William  C,    Transferred  ,    XIV  :!*:  7:1 

XIV:10:3:1 

Cooper,  Charlotte  R,    Transferred   XIV:3:8:1 

XIV  8:1 
XIV:10:3:1 

Coyman,  Geraldine,    Engaged  to  Edward  Fitzgerald   XIV: 7:9:1 

Crite,  Allan  R,    CLA,  NE  unit,  SB  meeting,  report   XIV:3:3:2 

Crowe,  Mary  T,    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee, 

membership  on,   XIV:li:lii 

Crowley,  Joan  M,    Resigned   XIV:£:8:1 

Crowley,  Joseph,    Fifty  year  man...   XIV:2:8:2 

Cultural  renaissance  in  Boston,    Opera  company,  metropolitan 

art  center,  etc,  . XIV: 2:3 si 

Cummings,  Richard  P,    Resigned   XIV  :6: 6:1 

Cunninghair,  Marilyn  J,    Re-entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Cur  ley,  Arthur  V.    Entered  service   XIV:  7:8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:8:2:2 

Curley,  Artbxir  V,  (Mr  and  Mrs),   Daughter:    Ellen  Louise   XIV:11:7:1 

Currie,  Francis  R.    CCMS,  farewell  party  by   XIV:7:7?2 

Resigned   XIV:8:2:1 

Cushing,  Anne  B,    Resigned,,   XIV  :8: 2:1 

Cushing,  Jeanne  H,    Entered  service   XIV :3: 8:1 

Who's  new   Xivii;:7:2 

Cushing,  Nancy  B. 
BPLSA. 

Executive  board.    Membership  on   XIV:i4:13 

Resignation  from  (President's  Notes).,,  XIV:9:2:1 

Vacancy  filled   XIV:11:2:1 

Know  your  officers   XIV:3:l4:2 

Personnel  committee,  membership  on   Xivil/tlii 

(President's  Notes).    XIV: 2: 2:1 

Cutler,  Marjorie.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:7:8:,2 

Daly,  Mary  J.    NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  building  '..  XIV:3:l6 

Daniels,  Blanche  (Mrs).    Jewish  book  month  program   XIV:12:7:2 

Dates,  Marva.    BPLSA,  personnel  committee,  membership  on   XIV:1*:LU* 

_         n  Resigned   XIV:10:3fl 

Davis,  Orlando  C.  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.,  XIV:7:9»2 

DeCaprio,  Albert.    SORT,  Lenox  meeting,  report   XIV:6:3:2 

DeCola,  Frank.    Entered  service   XIV:7:8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:8:2:2 

Degnan,  Ann e.  Engaged  to  Joseph  Paratore.   XIV:3:8:2 

Married  to  Joseph  Paratore   XIV:9:^:1 

XIV: 9 :5:1 

DelConte,  James  L.    Re-entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Resigned, .............................  XIV»12'3*1 

Dennis,  Clara  G.    Doll  exhibit   XIV:3:io:2 

Department  of  whimsy,  inauguration  of  "#  xiV:ir8*l 

Desaulniers,  Rita.    NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  building!.  XIV:3:'l6 
DiMasi,  Nicholas.    Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards, 

eleventh  k  annual,  report   XIV '6^:  2 


-9- 


DiMattia,  Ernest,    Extra  Assistants'  organization  planned   XIV:10:2t2 

Director  and  Assistant  Directors,    Participation  in  community 

affairs  (Editorial  Nctes)   XIV«1»*1 

DiRosario,  William,    BPLSA, "Get ting-to -know-you" pa.'ty,  poster*  •  XIV:3:17 

DiRosario,  V&Uiam  (Mr  and  Mrs).,    Daughter:    Lisa  Marie.  ,  XIV:11:7:1 

Disney,  Walt.    NLW,  events  scheduled   HV:li:5>:l 

Doll  exhibit*    Central  Library   XIV:3:10:2 

Donaghue,  Harold  (Mrs).    Moved  to  Florida   XIV:9:6:2 

Donnelly,  John  &  Sons,    NLW,  events  scheduled   XIV:3:5:1 

Doran,  Barbara,    Entered  service.  .   XIV :6: 6:1 

Dore,  Clement  J.  (Mrs).    CBF,  report   XIV:3:6z2 

DoubrouBky,  Claire  V.    Resigned   XIV:9:l4:l 

Dr amateurs.    Invitation  to  join  group.   XIV: 2:3:1 

XTV:2:3:2 

March  2k  meeting,  a nnounceme nt »,.... .   XIV :3  :h t2 

Drane,  Elizabeth  A. 

BPLSA,  entertainment  committee,  membership  on.....   XXV:U:13 

BPL  scholarship,  recipient  of   XIV :6: 7:1 

Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12:[i:2 

Draskovich,  Margaret  S.  (Mrs).    Entered  service   XIV:1:3:1 

Resigned   XIV:5:8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:3:8:2 

Drive-in  book  return  box.    Baker,  John  Newton — YOUR  PUBLIC 

RELATIONS  ARE  SHOWING  (Soap  Box)   XIV:1:U:1 

Dugan,  Marion  C.    Resigned   XIV:12:3:1 

Earley,  Joyce  (Mrs),    Visitors   XIV:6:9:2 

Eck,  Catherine,    Entered  service   XIV:7:8*1 

Who's  new   HV:8:2:2 

Eddy,  Lois.  WR— Lectures  for  parents  series.,   XIV:11:5:1 

Editorial  Notes, 

Budget,  supplementary •••  •  .,,  XIV : 7 :1 

Christmas  gifts  (book  titles)   XIVtl2:l 

Fall  business  meeting   XIV:11:1 

NLW,  budget  cuts,  publicity,  and  community  partitipation  by 

Director  and  Assistant  Directors   XIV:ii:l 

Personnel  principles,  statement  of   XTV:3:1 

QUESTION  MARK,  THE— aims  and  principles   XIV: 2:1 

R  and  RS  reorganization,  cooperation  by  Administration   XIV:10tl 

Salary  increases. 

■Cost  of  living"   XIV:6:1 

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  special  committee  on, 

letters  to  Mayor  and  City  Councilors...   XlVtlsl 

STAFF  MEMO,  announcement  of   XIV:5:1 

Summer  summation.....   XIV:9:1 

Vacancies,  filling  of  chiefs'  positions   XIV:6:1 

Eisenhower,  Dwight  D.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   XIV:6:ii:2 

Elliott,  Eugene.    SLA,  Boston  Chapter,    Globe  meeting, 

announcement  (Calendar  of  Events)   XIV:1:3>:2 

Ellis,  Charlotte.    Degnan,  Anne  M.,  wedding,,.   XIV:9:$:2 

Ellis,  Joyce  P,  (Mrs).    Resigned   XTV:11:6:1 

Engagements.    Ashe,  Barbara  J.,  to  Robert  Kean   XIV:l:li:l 

Ccyman,  Geraldine,  to  Edward  Fitzgerald   XIV: 7:9 si 

Degnan,  Anne, to  Joseph  Paratore   XIV:3:8:2 

Harrington,  Cornelia,  to  Luigi  John  Toffolo.   XIV:9:£:2 

Lenzi,  Julia  A.,  to  Richard  J.  Hatch   XIV:1:3:2 

Stinson,  Rose  E.,  to  Gerald  Jay  Zuckerman   XJV:1:3:2 

Van  Vleck,  Anne  H.,  to  Roger  S.  Webb   XIV:1:3:2 
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Engler,  Martha  C. 

CBF,  report  .. 

CLA. 

Annual  conference,,  report,  

Membership  chairman,  eler.entary  schools  libraries  section, 

and  member  of  Regina  awards  committee  

NE  unit. 

Former  director  of  elementary  advisory  committee; 

publicity  director....  • 

SB  meeting,  report.  

Executive  Board.    Channel  complaints  through  it  rather  than  the 

Soap  Box.  

Exhibition  of  Soviet  Science,  Culture  and  Technology.  Visited 

by  Frank  Lavine.......  

Exhibits.    Jazz  display. •  

Railways  

Extra  assistants.    Organization  plans  discussed....  •  

Falkner,  Leonard.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report...  

Farjeon,  Eleanor.    Regina  Medal,  recipient  of.....  

Farrell,  Diane  G. 

THE  BEST  IN  CATHOLIC  READING  i960,  National  committee,  chair- 
man..  

CBF,  report.  

CLA. 

Annual  conference,  report  

NE  unit. 

SB  meeting,  report  

Secretary  and  director  of  elementary  advisory  committee 
Farrell,  Mary  D.  (Mrs). 

BPLSA,  concession  committee,  chairman.. ••  

NLW,  hospitality  (tours)  

Faulkner  Hospital.    Part-time  librarian  needed.....  

Feeney,  Patricia.    Entered  service©  •  

Whofs  new..........  • 

Ferguson,  Naomi  (Mrs).   Harrington,  Cornelia,  wedding  

Field,  Abigail  W.  (Mrs).  Resigned  

Fincher,  Harry,  Jr.    FANTASIA  FOR  STRING  QUARTET  premiered  

Fisher,  Jane  F.  (Mrs).   Entered  service  

Transferred.  

Who's  new..  

Fitch,  Margaret  Lappen  (Mrs)*    Winner  of  Renault-Dauphine  car... 

Fitzgerald,  Jeanne  M.    Re-entered  service  

Wassail  party,  poster.  •  •  

Flaherty,  Ambrose.    McDonough,  Eamon  E.,  letter  from..  

Flannery,  Sarah  W.  (Mrs). 

BPLSA.    Know  your  officers  •  

President  

President's  Notes  


NLW,  thanks  

Naval  Reserve  rank  (Soap  Box)...  . . 

i 

\ 


HV:3:6:2 
XIV$5:2:2 
HV:12r6*2 


XIV:l2t6t2 
XIV:3s3*2 

XEV:3:2:1 

XIV:8:li:l 

XIV:5:7:1 
XIV:9:$i2 

XEV:10:2f2 

XIV:6:l4:l 

HV:5:2:2 


XEVj12  t6*2 
XIV:3:6:2 

XIV:£:2:2 

XIV:3:3:2 
XIV:12:6s2 

XIVr]4:13 

XIV:3*16 

XIVt6:7:2 

XIV:9*U*1 

XIV:10tii:l 

XIV:11:3*1 

XIV:1*3:1 

HV:5:5sl 

XIV:M:1 

HV:ll:6sl 

XIVtlO:li:2 

XIV:6:8:2 

XIVj10:3:1 

XIV:12:13 

XIV:3:9!2 

XIVt3sl4:l 

XIV:lnl3 

XIVilt2:l 

XIVt2t2:l 

XIV:3:2:1 

XIV:Ii:2:l 

XIV:5:2:1 

XIV:6:2:1 

XIV:7:2:1 

XIVj9s2:1 

XIV:10t2jl 

XIV:11:2:1 

XIV*12:2al 

XIV:ii:U:2 

XIV:1*:11:2 
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Fleming,  Arthur  S.    ALA,  annual  conference,  notes...   XTV:7:2:2 

Flood,  Charles  B.    CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

Forbes,  Jim.    Prize  painting  «,   XIV:10:2:2 

Foster,  Josephine  F.    Resigned   XIV:2:6:1 

Four-day  week   XIV  :3: 2:2 

Francis,  Margaret  (Mrs).    Resigned.   XTV:5:8:1 

Frazer,  Joseph.    Entered  service „   XIV:  11: 6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:12:3:1 

Frazier,  Philip  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter   XIV:9:6:2 

Frederick,  Renee  (Mrs).    Resigned   OT:9:li:l 

French,  Doris.    Transferred   XIV:10:3:1 

Frost,  Josephine  (Mrs).    Entered  service   XIV  :h:  7:1 

Who's  new   XIV:$:8:2 

Fuller,  Margaret.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   XJV:6:ii:l 

Gaines,  Ervin  J. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Library  recruiting.    Library  careers  program   XIV:5:3:2 

NLA  program   XIVr£:3:2 

Report  on  conditions   XIV:5:3:1 

MSORT.    Lenox  meeting.    Program   XIV  :5:1k 

Report  o  XIV:6:3?1 

Speaker,  announcement.   XIV:li:3:l 

Part-time  librarians'  positions  available  for  BPL  alumnae....  XIV:6:7:2 

Gaines,  Thomas  F.    BPESA,  publications  committee,  membership  on.  XIV:ij:lli 

Gallagher,  George  W.    Christmas  tea,  report.   XIV  :1: 8 

Gegerias,  Mary.    Resigned.  •  XIV:9:lj:l 

General  Reference  Department.    Temporary  quarters. 

Announcement.   XIV  (3 :10s  2 

"Carrying  on"  during  renovations  of  Bates  Hall  (President's 

Notes)   XIV:3:2:1 

Geotis,  Dorothy.    CS,  Lectures  for  parents  series   XIV :11:5:1 

Giacobbi,  Annette  N.    Re-entered  service   XIV:8:2:1 

Gibbons,  Marjorie.    Transferred   XIV:  12:3:1 

Gifts.   Guerrier,  Edith,  memorials   XIV  :3: 9  si 

Gildea,  Shirley.    NLW,  publicity   XIV:3:l6 

Gillis,  Charles  J. 

BPLSA,  "Getting-to-know-you  party"V .  poster ,   XIV :  3 :17 

Know  your  officers   XIV:3:li:l 

Vice  President   XIV:3:13 

Murphy,  Louise  K.,  retirement  party  in  honor  of   XIV:10:8:2 

NLW.    Adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building   XIV:3»l5 

Hospitality  (tours)..  ,   XIV:3:l6 

Gilman,  Richard.    Resigned.   XIV:3:8:1 

Gladstone,  Williandna  B.  (Mrs).    Bluhm,  Walter  J.,  Heart  Fund 

memorial  „  XIV:12:2:2 

Glennon,  Thomas.    Entered  service   XIV ih: 7:1 

Who's  new   XIV:£:9:1 

Globus,  Nura,    NLW,  thanks   XIV:li:lt:2 

Goldberg,  Nina  R.    Resigned   XIV:5:8:1 

Goldstein,  Fanny.    Christmas-Hanukkah  party,  hostess  at   XIV:1:3:1 

Christmas  tea,  report   XIV:1:8 

Phinney,  John— SB  survey   XIV  :3:11s  2 

Goldstein,  Samuel.    Activities   XIV:3:2:2 

CCMS.    Farewell  party  by   XIV:7:7:2 

Koury,  Daniel  J.,  party  in  honor  of..  XIV:9:3:1 

Resigned   XIV  :8: 2:1 

Gordon,  Elizabeth  M. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Children's  Section,  summer  reading  club  party   XIV:9:6:1 

Hastie,  Marie  T.,  in  appreciation   XIV:i4:6:l 
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GordOD,  Elizabeth  M.  (Continued), 
NLW. 

Children's  activities  in  individual  branch  libraries  or  de« 


partments  .   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee  ••  XIV »3 :1J> 

SE,  open  house,  report   XIV:£:12:2 

Gradberg,  Emil.    SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIV:2:8:1 

Gray,  Marlene  Oxman  (Mrs),  Resigned,.   XIV:9:h:l 

Gregarias,  Mary,    Re-entered  service  •  XIV:7:8:1 

Gridley,  Katherine,    Harrington,  Cornelia,  wedding  ,   XIV:11:3:1 

Groves,  C,  Marjorie. 

BPLSA,  publications  committee,  membership  on,.,   XIV:lj:lli 

Transferred   XIV:10:3:1 

Guerrier,  Edith.    Memorials,   XIV:3:9:1 

Hackett,  Alice  E,    HPLSA,  concession  committee,  membership  on,...  XIV:U:13 

Murphy,  Louise  K.,  retirement  party  •  XIV:10:8:2 

NLW,  hospitality    (tours)   XIV:3:l6 

Hackett,  John  A,  (Mr  and  Mrs),    Daughter:    Maryanne   XIV:7:9:1 

Hackett,  Mary  A,    BPLSA,  Staff  Library  committee,  membership  on,,  XIV:li:lii 

Hadley,  Mary  Ann,    Entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Wassail  party,  poster   XIV :  12 :13 

Who's  new   XIV:11:6:2 

Hallahan,  John  J,  (Mr  and  Mrs), 

New  address  and  invitation  to  friends  •  XIV:11:£:2 

Son:    Gerard  Joseph,. •  •   XIV:2:6:1 

Halligan,  Eleanor  F, 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates  •  XIV:6:12:2 

BPLSA,    Membership  and  hospitality  committee,  membership  on,,,  XIV:li:lli 

Staff  Library  committee,  membership  on   XIV:li:lil 

Hanna,  Dorothy  M.    Transferred,   XIV:8i2:l 

Happy  vacation.    From  QM,   XIV:7:10:2 

Haraszti,  Zoltan.    Library  careers  program   XEVs5:3:2 

Swift,  Harriet,  retirement  party  in  honor  of,,  XIV:10:6:1 

Harper,  Jean,    Entered  service  ,   XIV:8;2:1 

Who's  new....   XIV:9:1*:2 

Harper,  Margaret,    Entered  service   XIV :7: 8:1 

Married  to  Merton  Wallace  Seymour   XIV:9:i;:l 

T\foo*s  new   XIV :8: 2:2 

Harrington,  Cornelia, 

BPLSA,    Know  your  officers   XIVOsl^l 

Recording  Secretary.    Elected   XJV:ii:13 

Resigned   XI V  til  r  2:1 

Engaged  to  Luigi  John  Toffolo   XIV:9:5:2 

Married  to  Luigi  John  Toffolo   XIV:11:3:1 

NLW,  thanks,.   HVskihtZ 

Harrington,  Elizabeth  R,    Entered  service   XIV:9:1*:1 

Who's  new   XIV:10:li:l 

Harrington,  Helen  (Mrs),    BPLSA, "Getting-to-know-you" party, 

poster.   XIV:3:17 

Hastie,  Marie  T,    In  appreciation   XIV:lj:6:l 

Resigned   XIV  :3: 8:1 

Hatch,  Richard  J,    Lenzi,  Julia  A,,  wedding   XT7:9:5:1 

Haviland,  Virginia, 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Activities   XIV:l4:2:2 

CS  and  WR,  Lectures  for  parents  series   XIV:11:5:1 

Luncheon  in  honor  of   XIV:9:3i2 
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Haviland,  Virginia  (Continued) 0 
NLW. 

Children's  activities  in  individual  branch  libraries  and 

departments  •  •  XX7:3:l6 

Steering  committee   XTV:3:l5 

Three  fairytale  books  to  be  published   XIV:7*2:2 

Woman  of  the  Week,  in  BOSTON  TRAVELER   XIV:11:7:1 

Hayes,  Jeanne  M.    Transferred   XIV  :$:  8:1 

Hayes,  Paul  J.    Entered  service   XIV:?:8:1 

Who's  new   XIVj8:3:1 

Hayes,  Sewall  S.    Entered  service   XIV:8:2:1 

Who's  new...   HV:9:li:2 

Hazlewood,  Ethel  M,    Murphy,  Louise  K.,  retirement  party  in 

honor  of  ,   XIV:10:8:2 

Healy,  Michael,    Harvard  University,  four-year  scholarship, 

plus  grants   XIV :6: 7:1 

Heckscher,  August.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   HV:6:li:l 

Hegarty,  Kathleen. 

BPLSA.    Corresponding  secretary.   XTV:i*:13 

Know  your  officers   XIV:3:ii:l 

CS  and  WR,  Lectures  for  parents  series....   JLLV :ll:f>:2 

NLW,  thanks,...   XTV:lt:U:2 

Transferred   XIV :  7 : 8 :1 

Hegarty,  Thomas  J,    Entered  service.   XIV:9:lisl 

Kruschev's  first  visit  in  Washington.   XIV:9:6:2 

Resigned   XJV:11:6:1 

Heins,  Ethel  L.  (Mrs),    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings 

to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Heintzelman,  Arthur  W. 

Lange,  Emilia,  travel  report   XIV:$:U:1 

Library  careers  program   XIV:5:3:2 

Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards,  eleventh  annual,  report  XIV t6:h: 2 
Henderson,  Corrine  (Mrs),    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality 

committee,  membership  on   XIV:li:2li 

Hensley,  Richard  G, 

In  memoriam   XIV:ll:b:l 

NLW,  steering  committee   XIV:3:1$ 

Sullivan,  Katherine  G,,  coffee  hour  in  honor  of   XTV:2:6:2 

Hepburn,  Lorraine  F,    Entered  service   XTV:1:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:2:6:2 

Herzig,  Marion  R,    BPLSA,  constitution  committee,  membership  on  XIV!ii:13 

Hewins,  Caroline  M,,  lecture,  19$9,  report   XIV:10:2:2 

Hiebert,  Dorothy,    Entered  service   XIV:U:7sl 

Married  to  Jay  Scott  Odell   XIV:8:2:2 

Transferred   XIV  8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:£:8:2 

Hill,  Bradford  M. 

BPL,  visit  by  sixth  graders,  letters  of  appreciation   XIV:6:8:2 

Lost  and  found— THE  TEENAGE  PRAYER   XJV:2:3:2 

NLW. 

Adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building  ,  XIV:3:l5 

Steering  committee   XTV:3:l5 

Hirson,  Helen  F,  (Mrs). 

An  appreciation,  and  luncheon  in  honor  of   XJV:lj:6:l 

BPLSA.    "Getting -to-Know-You"  party.    Poster   XIV:3:17 

Report   XIV:ii:3:2 

MLA,  midwinter  meeting,  report   XTV:2:3:2 

NLW,  adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building   XIV:3:l5 

Resigned   XIV  :U:  7:1 


Hirson,  Stanley.    Hirson,  Helen  (Mrs),  luncheon  in  honor  of   XIV:lj:6:2 

Hodgson,  Joseph.    WR,  Lectures  for  parents  series   XIV:11:£:1 

Holland,  C.  Edward.    NLW,  report  •  XIV:U:U:1 

Holloway,  Lili  M.    Entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV til: 6:2 

Holt,  Madalene  D.    Transferred   XIV:  12: 3:1 

Homage.    A  poem,  in  WILSCN  LIBRARY  BULLETIN   XIV:7:10:2 

Herwitr,  Selina.    Entered  service..   XIV:7:8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:8:2:2 

Hottleraan,  Girard  D.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

Human  Relations.    Sixth  annual  workshop  at  BU,  announcement   XIV:2:J4:2 

Hurd,  Judith  (Mrs).    Re-entered  service..   XIV:9:1*:1 

Hurley,  Richard  J.    CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

In  roemoriam.    Almeida,  Frederick  J.....   XIV:9:2:2 

Bluhm,  Walter  J   XIV:11:U:1 

Hensley,  Richard  G   XIV:ll:li:l 

Kimmet,  Mary  Printer  (Mrs)   XIV:U:6:2 

Leufgren,  Gertrude  L.  M   XIV:8:6:2 

McCarthy,  Michael   XrV:9:2:2 

Incrovato,  Janice.    Resigned.   XIV:U:7:1 

Irving,  David  G.    Resigned   XIV:12:3:1 

Isaacs,  Evelyn  G.  (Mrs).    Transferred   XIV :5: 8:1 

XIV:6:6:1 

Ivers,  Linda.    NLW,  thanks   XIV  :!*:!*:  2 

Jackson,  Mary.    Resigned   XIV:9:1*:1 

Jacobs,  Inez  R.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:7:8:2 

James,  Harriette  C.  (Mrs).    Entered  service   XIV:3:8:1 

Transferred   XIV:8:2:1 

Who's  new   XEV:U:7:2 

Jameson,  V.  Lloyd.    Entered  service.   XIV:11:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:12:3:1 

Javelin,  Muriel  C.  (Mrs). 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates...   XTV:6:12:2 

CS,  branch  profiles   XIV  :$:  11: 2 

CS  and  WR,  Lecturesfor  parents  series   XIV:11:5>:2 

Hirson,  Helen  (Mrs),    an  appreciation  and  luncheon  in  honor 

of...   XIV:ii:6:2 

MLA,  midwinter  meeting,  report..   XIV:2:3:2 

NLW. 

Adult  activities  in  individual  branch  libraries  or  depart- 
ments  XIV:3:15 

Adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building.   XIV:3:15> 

Steering  committee   XIV:3:1S> 

Jazz.    Display  and  programs   XIV:5>:7:1 

Johnny  should  learn  to  read.    A  poem,  quoted  from  Massachusetts 

Department  of  Education.....  a.  XIV:1:2:2 

Jones,  Helen.    Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of   HV:9:3:2 

Jordan,  Alice  M. 

Christmas  tea,  report   XIV:1:8 

Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of   XIV:9:3:2 

Swift,  Harriet,  retirement  party  in  honor  of,   XIV:10:6:2 

Jordan,  JoAnne  M.    Resigned   XIV:2:6:1 

Joyce,  W.  Seavey.    TV—Metropolis:    Your  Library   XIV:10:8 

XIV:11:2:2 

Joyorian,  Diana.    SCRT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester  •  XJV:2:8:1 

Kane's  Kable  Kars.    Reprinted  (Soap  Box)   XIV:8:6:1 

Kaufman,  Mildred.    Activities  unlimited   XIV:5:2:2 

Kauplis,  Arlene.    MSORT,  Lenox  meeting,  program   XIV:$:lU 
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Kean,  Barbara  A.  (Mrs).    Ustach,  Janet  E.,  wedding   XIV:10:3:2 

Kean,  Barbara  J.    Entered  service   X1V:5:8:1 

Resigned   XIV:7:8:1 

Kean,  Robert  M«    Ashe,  Barbara  J.,  wedding   XIV :9: 5:1 

Kearney,  Anne  C.  (Mrs). 

BPLSA.    Constitution  committee,  chairman   XIV:1|:13 

Executive  Board,  membership  on   XIV:ii:13 

Know  your  officers   HV:3:l4:2 

CBF,  report.     Xivi3:*6:2 

Kearney,  Anne  (daughter).    Reis,  Annie,  retirement  party  in 

honor  of   XIV:11:7:2 

Kearney,  Joyce.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Who's  new  #  XIV:7:8:2 

Kelley,  Joyce  (Mrs).    Wassail  party,  poster   XIV:12:13 

Kelly,  Marie  A.    Resigned  [  XIV:2:6:1 

Kelly,  Walt.    NLW,  events  scheduled   XIV:i* ":£ :1 

Kennedy,  Marie  R  .    CBF,  report   XIV :  3 : 6 : 2 

Reis,  Annie,  retirement  party  in  honor  of....  XTV:11:7:2 

Kernachan,  Elizabeth  M.    Retirement   XIV:6:6:1 

XIV:8:3:2 

Keswick,  Bertha  S.  (Mrs).    BPLSA,  "Getting-to-know-you"  party, 

poster   XIV:  3:17 

Kiramet,  Mary  Printer  (Mrs).    In  memoriam   XIV:ij:6:2 

Kinne,  Charles  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Son:    Michael  Charles  ..  XIV:7:9:1 

Kir  stein  Business  Branch.    Profile  „   XIV:10:9:1 

Knee,  Rochelle  B.  (Mrs).    Entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Resigned.   XIV:  11:6*1 

Knilling,  Marjorie  (Mrs).    BPLSA,  entertainment  committee, 

membership  on..  t   XIV:i4:13 

KorrrLtsky,  Judith  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV-$*8'1 

Koury,  Daniel  J.    BPLSA,  "Getting-to-know-you"  party,  poster....  n7s3sl7 

CCMS.    Farewell  party  by   XIV:?:3:1 

Farewell  party  for  four   HV:7:7:2 

Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12:ij:l 

NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  building   XIV:3:l6 

Resigned   XIV:10:3:2 

Kulesza,  Beverly.    Entered  service.....   XIV:9:irl 

Kupis,  Arlene.    SORT,  Lenox  meeting,  report  .!.!.....!!  XIV:6:*3:1 

Lang,  Rosalie.    NLW.    Exhibits  in  Central  Library  building. .... XIV:3:l6 

thanks   XIV:i4:lj:2 

Lange,  Emilia.    BPLSA,  publications  committee,  membership  on....  XIV:h:li 

CCMS,  bon  voyage  party   XIV :3: 7:1 

Travel  report   XIV:5:lj:l 

Wassail  party,  poster   XIV:12*13 

Lapp,  John  A.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   .  XTV'6*£rl 

Laughlin,  Mary  G.    SE,  open  house,  report   XTV^'l?.? 

Lavine,  Frank.    a±vo.J-^ 

BPLSA,  publications  committee,  membership  on   XIV  :i*  til* 

Exhibition  of  Soviet  science,  culture  and  technology,  visit" 

or»o»'  "Ill'lT 1!   XIV:8:5:1 

ouHi,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIV:2:8:1 

Lay,  Jean  B.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :lt8* 

LeBlanc,  Gracemarie  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV -12 '3-1 

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  special  committee  on.  Salary 
increases,  letters  to  Mayor  and  City  Councilors  (Editorial 

Notes)   XIV '1*1 

Lenzi,  Julia  A.    Engaged  to  Richard  J.  Hatch. !!.  !!!!."  XIV:*l-3-2 

Married  to  Richard  J.  Hatch  m/m]  XIV:9:l*:l 

XI¥:9:5:1 
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Letter  of  appreciation 0    BPL  visit  by  sixth  graders   XIV :6: 8:1 

Leufgren,  Gertrude  L0  M.    In  memoriam.o   XIV:8:6:2 

Lewis,  Bridget  (Mrs).    NLW,  publicity   XIV:3:l6 

Lewis,  Margaret  (Mrs).    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality 

committee,  membership  onc   XIV  :U  :lU 

Lextrom,  Arvid.    Resigned   XIV:9:l4:l 

LI BRAKY  JOURNAL. 

Angoff,  Allan— The  male  librarian— an  anomaly?   XIV:3:3:1 

Translations  from  the  Librarian,  by  Evelyn  Sabol   HV:10:9:2 

Lima,  Virginia.    Entered  service   XIV :6: 6:1 

Who's  new   XIV: 7:9:1 

Lissner,  Esther.    Quote  on  catalog.   XIV:8:5:1 

Long,  Charles.    Resigned   XIV:10:3:2 

Long,  Jeremiah  F.    NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  building...  XIV:3:l6 
Lord,  Milton  E. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

MLA,  midwinter  meeting,  report   XIV:2:3:2 

NLW,  report.....   XIV:U:ii:l 

Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards,  eleventh  annual,  report  XIV:6:li:2 

Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  honorary  membership  in  , .  XIV:6:7:1 

TV— Metropolis:    Your  Library   XIV:  10:8 

XIV:11:2:2 

Lorraine,  Walter.    CS — Lectures  for  parents  series.   XIV:ll:f>:l 

Lost  and  Found.    THE  TEENAGE  PRAYER   XIV :2: 3:2 

Loughlin,  Grace  B.  (Mrs). 

NLW,  Adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building   XTV:3:l£ 

Hospitality  (tours)   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee    XIV:3:l5 

Luff,  Bria  n.    Poem  by  Alexa  nder  Marshak . . . .   XIV :  2 : 5 : 2 

Luxemburger,  N.  Elaine.    Entered  service   XIV :8: 2:1 

Who's  new   HV:9:Ii:2 

Lynch,  Jane  I  .    Entered  service   XIV:8:2:1 

Who's  new   XIV:9slj:2 

Lyons,  Louis.    TV — Cooperation  with  Channel  2  (Soap  Box)   XIV:£:13:2 

Lyons,  Margaret  E.    Transferred   XIV:1:3:1 

MacCurdy,  Theodosia  E.    Swift,  Harriet,  retirement  party  in 

honor  of   XIV:10:6:2 

MacDonald,  Catherine  M. 

BPLSA.    Entertainment  committee,  membership  on   XIV:lj:13 

nGetting-to~know-youu  party,  report  •   XIV :  U :  3 : 2 

Library  careers  program   XIV :£: 3:2 

Mackie,  James  A.    Resigned   XXV tit 3 1), 

Mackin,  George  H.    Retirement   XIV:8:2:1 

XIV:8:3:2 

MacLeod,  Marie  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV:10:3:2 

MacLeod,  William  (Mr  and  Mrs)*    Son:    David  Malcolm   XIV:11:7:1 

MacWilliam,  Marion  D.  (Mrs). 

BPLSA.    Entertainment  committee,  membership  on.   XIV :!*:  13 

"Getting-to-know-you"  party,  poster...   XIV:3:17 

NLW,  thanks   XIV:l*:l4:2 

Madden,  Carolyn  L.    Entered  service©   XIV:7:8:1 

Transferred   XIV :8: 2:1 

Who's  new   XIV:8;2:2 

Magazines.  Old— wanted  by  U.  S.  Book  Exchange,  Inc   XIV:h:ij:2 

Mahoney,  Ambrose  J.    CLA,  NE  unit,  SB  meeting,  report   XTV:3:3:2 

Mains,  Irene  M.    BPL  scholarship,  recipient  of   XIV :6: 7:1 

Malin,  Brendon.    CLA,  NE  unit,  fall  meeting,  report   XIV:12:6:2 

Malnikow,  Phyllis  R»    Entered  service   XIV:1:3:1 

Resigned   XTV:10:3:2 

Who's  new   XIV:2:6:2 
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Manning,  Anna  L„ 
ALA 


nmcA3™111^1  conference>  haPPy  landings  to  delegates...,   XJV:6:12:2 

nrlfA.     "^ettirg-to-ynow-ycu"  party,  poster   £[7:3:17 

CBF,  report....   X3Yi3i6i2 

Annual  conference,  report   ytv.ct.o.o 

NE  unit.    £LVt>*Z:Z 

Board  of  directors,  and  retiring  chairman  of  NE  unit..  XIV:12:6:2 

Cathedral  Center  meeting,  program   HV'12«7«1 

Manning,  Tlicmas  J.    Exhibits,  railways......   X7^ -9:5:2 

NLWC    Exhibits  in  Central  Library  building*  X?  </:3:l6 

Steering  committee  0  X!"/"3*l5 

Thanks.  ;.#  xi\r':k:h:2 

5E,  open  house,  report   XIV»5«12'2 

Manthorne,  Alice  (Mrs).    Book  selection  committees,  party   rrvV-2-1 

Manthorne,  M.  Jane.  "   Axv.y.^.x 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XJV *6-12*2 

Activities   XIV-3-2t2 

Book  selection  committees,  ^rty   ytt.'o.'o'i 

CCMS,  June  17  outing,  repori ,  7-1 

CLA,  NE  unit,  SB  meeting,  report   '  XIV-VV2 

NLW.    Exhibits  in  Central  Library  building  .J!. II  XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee  IIIIII  XIV*3*l5 

Young  adult  activities  in  individual  branch" libraries' 

or  departments   ytt/.^o^ 

Wassail  party,  poster  .1111111111111*1  XIV  -12 • 13 

Manuel,  Sally  W,    Transferred     ttv't".^  i 

Marton'  ESf  "a?"*'    f3"8"8'  J.rin™»rt^III  57:9:1:2 

Marion,  Guy  E.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   XIV-6-h-l 

Marriages.    Ashe,  Barbara  J.,  to  Michael  Robert  Kean  XIVtflEil 

t\  .  T  XIV:9:5:1 
Degnan,  Anne,  to  Joseph  Paratore   XIV?9:i4:l 

Harper,  Margaret,  to  Merton  Wallace  Seymour   JGEV-9«li:i 

Harrington,  Cornelia,  to  Luigi  J.  Toffolo   yjV -11  »3'1 

Hiebert,  Dorothy,  to  Jay  Scott  Odell   HV«8«2-2 

Lenzi,  Julia,  to  Richard  J.  Hatch   XIV:9:Vl 

Harsh,  Mary  J.,  to  Ephraim  Miller   OT-li-60. 

O'Leary,  Joan  M.,  to  Gerard  S.  Shaw   HV:]i:7:l 

Oxman,  Marlene,  to  Harvey  William  Gray   XIV:  7  .-9:1 

Paletz,  Danah,  to  Sam  Tract   OT:1:3'2 

Pierce,  Sheila,  to  Roger  Stevens   1 1 II I    XEV :6: 7:1 

Stevens,  Roger,  to  Sheila  Pierce   HV:6:7:1 

Stinson,  Rose  E.,  to  Jerold  J.  Zuckerman   Sv*6-6«1 

Ustach,  Janet  E.,  to  Bobbie  Ray  Sweitzer   XCV:10:3:1 

u     u    „      Van  Vleck>  Anne  Hasbrouck,  to  Roger  Sherrill  Webb  XTV^-7o"2 

Marsh    Mary  J.,  married  to  Ephram  Wilier... .?   m-n^l 

Marshak,  Alexander.    Poem  by  Brian  Luff   yTv.'pT^ 

Marshall,  Ruth  V.    £LV: 2:5:2 

BPLSA,  entertainment  committee,  membership  on   YTV.l.oo 

Poem~»Ore»  and  "Ore"  Again...     mlri'^.o 

Wassail  party,  poster..!  .!. "  :  2 

Marvin,  Grace  M.    BPLSA,  constitution  committee  I 'membership  "on  I  ot|Ji13 

>  annual  convention,  report.   XIV:6:li:2 
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Marvit,  Lenore  C.  (Mrs)*    Entered  service   XIVrU:7»l 

Transferred,..  *   XTV:7:8tl 

Massachusetts  Library  Association. 

Annual  meeting,    announcement  (Calendar  of  Events)   U7:ijsl2 

Program   XIV  :5:1k 

Report   XI7:2t3:2 

Mateles,  Rosalyn  (Mrs),    Farewell  gift.   XI7:6:9:2 

Resigned   HV:8:2tl 

Mathews,  Virginia  H.    NLW,  report   HV:li:U:l 

Mattapan  Branch  Library,  Friends  of.    Jewish  book  month  pro- 
gram, report.   2X7:12  :7:2 

Maxwell,  Patricia.    Play  reading  group,  invitation   II7i2l3*l 

Resigned   >"i/:9:U:l 

McAndrew,  Jerome  J.    Transferred. ,.  •  •  }.i/:l*:7:l 

XIV:8:24 

McCabe,  Marjorie.    Entered  service   XTV:6:6:1 

Transferred   117:7:8:1 

Who:s  newo   117:7:9:1 

McCafferty,  John.    Harrington,-  Cornelia,  wedding   117:11:3:1 

McCarthy,  Florence  E.  (Mrs).  'Retired   XT7:11:6:1 

Retirement  party  in  honor  of   XI7:10:7:2 

McCarthy,  Michael.    In  memoriam..   XIV:9:2:2 

McCarthy,  William.    McCarthy,  Florence  E.  (Mrs),  retirement 

party  in  honor  of  •  HV:10:7:2 

McCucker,  Honor.    Lange,  Emilia,  travel  report   HV:5:U:1 

McDonough,  Eamon  E.    Ashe,  Barbara  J.,  wedding. •   XIV:9:5:1 

Letter  from.......   XIV:3:9:2 

McGovern,  Margaret  I.    Kimmet,  Mary  Printer  (Mrs),  in  memoriam.  XIV:li:6:2 

McGrath,  Julia  A.    Transferred   XIV:6:6:1 

XIV:7:8:1 

McHugh,  Robert  F.    Resigned   XIV:11:6:1 

McLellan,  John.    Jazz  display  and  program.   XIV :£:?:? 

McLucas,  Elizabeth  I.    Entered  service  •  XIV  :8: 2:1 

Resigned   XIV:12:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:9:li:2 

McMullin,  Tom.    Teen-Ager-of -the-Week . . .   XIV:10:ii:2 

McNamee,  Ruth  E.    Transferred   XIV:7:8:1 

McNeil,  Nicholas  J.    CLA,  NE  unit,  Cathedral  Center  meeting, 

program   XIV:12:7:1 

McNiff,  Philip  J.  TV— Metropolis:    Tour  Library   XIV:11:2:2 

Mealy,  John.    NLW,  thanks   XIV:ij:li:2 

Men's  smoking  room.   A  poem   XIV :5>:  10:2 

Men's  open  house.    Invitation   XIV:2:7:2 

Metcalf,  Louisa  S. 

NLW. 

Adult  activities  in  individual  branch  libraries  or  de- 
partments  XIV:3:l5 

Exhibits  in  Central  Library  building   XJV:3:l6 

Steering  committee....   XIV:3:1$ 

Metropolis.  TV— Metropolis:    Your  Library   XTV:10:8 

XIV:11:2:2 

Meyner,  Robert  B.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   XIV:6:h:l 

Miles,  June  C.    Re-entered  service   XTV:12:3:1 

Resigned   XIV:  8:2:1 

Miller,  Julia  L.  (Mrs).    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings 

to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Millmeister,  Rebecca.    Christmas  party,  report   XIV:1:8 

Minot,  George.    NLW,  report   XIV:li:U:l 


Mitchell,  David  L.    Entered  service.  .  „   XIV:£:8:?. 

Who's  new  ,   XIV:6:6:2 

Mohan,  James.   Exhibits,  railways  ,  ,  XIV:9j£:? 

Moloney,  i<-.-ancis  X. 

Library  careers  pro-am. .«,....,  t ,   xiT.:  f>:3?2 

NLW.    Adult  programming  in  Central  Library  building.   XI7'3:l5 

Publicity,  ,  o  #    m .  3  Jl6 

Steering  committee   XIV:3:l5 

QM,  editor,  congratulations  to  (Soap  Box).   XIV :3 :1k: 2 

Radio.    Saturday  closing,  state  aid,  etc  „  XIVs2:2:2 

Montana,  Edward  Ja 

BPL,  scholarship,  recipient  of.   XIV:6:7:1 

BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee,  membership  on.  HViU«llt 
Moorachian,  Rose. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

CLA,  NE  unit,  Cathedral  Center  meeting,  program...   XIV:12:7:1 

Moran,  Francis,    CCMS,  farewell  party  for  four   XIV:7:7:2 

Moran,  Gail.    Teen-Ager-of-the~Week,  runner-up*   XIV:10:i:2 

Morgan,  Dorothea  (Mrs)c    BPLS4V  concession  committee,  member- 
stop  on  »   OT:I*:13 

Morgan,  Elizabeth  L.    Resigned.   XIV:3:8:1 

Morrill,  Edyth  B.    Faulkner  Hospital,  part-time  librarian 

needed   XIV:6:7:2 

Morris,  Joan  P.    CCMS,  bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange   XIV:3:7:2 

Resigned   XIV:2:6:1 

Moynihan,  Paul  V.    CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

CLA,  NE  unit,  treasurer   XIV:12:6:2 

Mulcahy,  Richard  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter:    Patricia  Ann   XIV:11:7:1 

Mulloney,  Arthur  W.    BPLSA,  house  committee  for  men,  chairman.  XIV:l4:13 

Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

Mulloy,  Harriett  V. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

NLW,  hospitality  (tours)   XIV:3:l6 

Retirement  party  in  honor  of   XIV:10:8:1 

Mulvaney,  Marie  E.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV:1:8 

Munro,  Aletha  (Mrs).    Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12:1*:1 

Kesigned  •   XIV:10:3:2 

mnro,  Edmund.    Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12*ii*l 

Munro,  Edmund  (Mr  and  Mrs). 

Activities  unlimited.....  m  XIV:6:2:2 

CCMSt  Bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange   XIV :3: 7:1 

Farewell  party  for  four....   XIV: 7: 7:2 

Christmas  carolers   XIV:1:8* 

Munsterberg,  Ella.  Exhibition  of  paintings. XIV:li:10:2 
Munsterberg,  Margaret.    Munsterberg,  Ella,  exhibition  of 

paintings..    XIV:ii:10:2 

Murphy,  Louise  K.    Retired   XIV:  11: 6:1 

Retirement  party  in  honor  of....   XIV:10:8:2 

Murphy,  Mary.    Entered  service   XIV: 7:8:1 

Who's  new...  '/.*.'/.  XIV:8:3«1 

Najita,  Elinor  M.    Transferred   HV«11'6«1 

National  Library  Week. 

BPL  committees •   ,  yty * 3 . i < 

Editorial  Notes   XIV:L-1 

Events  scheduled  1. !!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!  XIV:3:£:1 

Friends  of  Library  groups,  open  house--PJLSA*tost,(Presil 

dent's  Notes)   XIV*3*2»1 

Report  (President's  Notes)   XJV:li:2:l 

Publicity  at  First  Alumnae  Forum..   XIV«3«6*1 
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National  Library  Week  (Continued), 

Recruiting  program  „.  XIV :5:3s 2 

Report   XTJ'.h'.hil 

TV.    Channel  2,  lack  of  cooperation   XIV:lj:12:2 

Dateline  Boston   XIV  :l:  9:1 

Thanks   XIV:1|:U:2 

Neuwirth,  M.  Joan  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV:10:3:2 

Transferred   XIV:2:6:1 

New  England  Library  Association.    Fall  meetings  Reminder   XIV:9:3:2 

Report   XIV:  10:2: 2 

Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards,  eleventh  annual,  report..  XIV:6:l4:2 

Nickerson,  Phyllis  A.    Entered  service   XIV:11:6:1 

Resigned   XIV:  12: 3:1 

Niland,  Elaine  M.    Resigned   XIV :2: 6:1 

Nile,  Russell  A.    Entered  service   XIV:11:6:1 

Who's  new,....   XIVil2:3:2 

Non-professionals. 

An  argument:    a  poem  on  pros  and  nons  (Soap  Box).   XIV :3: 13: 2 

Summer  summa tion  ( Editori al  Notes ).....   XIV : 9 : 1 

Norstog,  Magnhild.  Resigned......   XIV:6:6:1 

North  End.    Community  sketch....   XIV: 6:9:1 

North  End  Branch  Library.    Architect's  view  of  new  North  End..  XIV:3:5:2 

Nyren,  Karl.    Activities.   XIV:3:2:2 

CCMS,  June  17  outing,  report   XIV:7:7:1 

NLW,  publicity   XIV:3:l6 

Obear,  Elizabeth  (Mrs).    Bon  voyage  party  in  honor  of   XIV:£:9:3. 

Wassail  party,  poster..   XIV:12:13 

O'Connor,  Mildred  C.    ALA,  membership  appeal   XIV: 2:1^:2 

XIV:li:8:2 

O'Donnell,  Rhoda  M. 
BPLSA. 

Personnel  committee,  membership  on   XIV:ii:lii 

Recording  secretary  appointed  to  fill  unexpired  term...,  XIV:11:2:1 

O'Halloran,  Louis  R«  (Mr  andMrs)c    Son:    Richard  Anthony, ... ,  XIV:5>:8:1 
0 'Hare,  Frances,    BPLSA,  women's  house  committee,  membership 

on   XIV:5:13:2 

O'Leary,  Joan  M.    Married  to  Gerard  S.  Shaw   XIV:ii:7:l 

O'Leary,  Timothy  F0 

CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

CLA,  NE  unit, Cathedral  Center  meeting,  program   XIV:12:7:1 

O'Neil,  B.  Joseph. 

BPLSA. 

Constitution  committee,  membership  on   XIV:l4:13 

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  committee  on,  meinbership 

on   XIV:li:l]4 

Personnel  committee,  membership  on   XTJthilk 

HLuhm,  Walter  J,    Heart  Fund  memorial...   XIV:12:2:2 

In  memoriam..   XIV:11:1*:2 

Overstreet,  Harry  A.  (Mr  and  Mrs).    ALA,  annual  conference, 

notes......   XIV:7:2:2 

Oxman,  Marie ne.    Married  to  William  Gray.   XIV:7:9:1 

XIV:8:2:2 

Transferred   XIV:  7:8:1 

Oxman,Robert  M.    Entered  service   XIV:3:8:1 

Transferred   XIV:11:6:1 

Pahud,  George. 

Christmas  carolers,  history   XIV:12:l4:l 

Koury,  Daniel  J#,  party  (CCMS)  in  honor  of.   XIV:9:3:1 


-21- 


Paletz,  Danah.    Married  to  Sam  Tract,...   XIV:1:3:2 

Paratore,  Joseph  A.    Degnan,  Anne  M„,  wedding   XIV:9»5:1 

Partridge,  Ollie  J. 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

BPLSA,  Staff  Library  committee,  membership  on.   XIV:li:lU 

Pasternak,  Boris.    DOCTOR  ZHIVAGO:    Quotation:  small-town 

library  in  Russia,  revolutionary  period   XIV:2:l4:l 

Peck,  Edna  G. 

BPLSA.    "Getting-to-know-You"  party,  report   XLV:h:3:2 

Staff  Library  committee,  chairman   XlVtlitlU 

Book  selection  committees,  party   XIV  :9: 2:1 

Friends  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Branch  Library,  guest  speaker.  XIV:2:5>:2 

NLW.    Special  reading  lists   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee   XIV:3:l5 

Salaries,  anniversary  increases  (Soap  Box)   XIV :6: 11: 2 

SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIVs2:8:l 

Peltier,  Euclid  J. 

Activities   XIV:i;:2:2 

BPLSA. 

"Getting -to -know-You"  party,  report.   XIV:ii:3:2 

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  committee  on,  membership 

on   XIV:l4:li4 

NLW.    Publicity   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee   XIV:3:l5 

Thanks   XIV:ii:li:2 

TV.    Channel  2,  lack  of  cooperation  (Soap  Box)   XIV:l*:12:2 

Television  and  the  library   XIV:lt:10:l 

Peltier,  Felicia  L.  (Mrs)© 
BPLSA. 

Publications  committee,  chairman.    Elected   XIV:it:lii 

President's  Notes...  XIV:2:2:1 

QM,  editor,  congratulations  to  (Soap  Box)   XIV:3:lli:2 

"CCMS,  bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange,   XIV  :3s 7:1 

Wassail  party,  poster   XIV:12:13 

Penta,  Jennie.    Nichols,  Mary  U.,  book  prize  awards,  eleventh 

report   XIV:6:li:2 

People -to -People  program.    Invitation  to  join  letter  writing 

project   XIV:Ii:7:l 

Pepin,  Jeannette  L.  CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

Reis,  Annie,  retirement  party  in  honor  of  XIV:11:7:2 

Personnel. 

Principles,  statement  of.    Comments  on.  Editorial  Notes...  XIV:3:1 

XIV»l4':ll":2 


President's  Notes.  XIV:3:2:1 

XIV:5:2:1 


Qualifications  of  top  administrators  (Soap  Box)   XIV:12:9:2 

Peterdi,  Gabor.    17th  annual  exhibition  of  prints,  on  jury  of 

admissions.   XIV:l:ii:l 

Peterson,EUen,    Leufgren,  Gertrude  L0  M.,  in  memoriam   XIV:8:6:2 

Petrucai,  Carlo.    Lange,  Emilia,  travel  report   XIV:E>:h:2 

Phinney,  John.    SB,  community  survey   XIV:3:11:2 

Photiades,  Evangelos.    Lange,  Emilia,  travel  report   XIV:5:U:l 

Photostatic  copies.    A  poea,  in  WILSON  LIBRARY  BULLETIN   XIV :7: 9:2 

Phynney,  John  A.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Pierce, Sheila  W.    Century  2000.,  a  poem   XIV :!>:£: 2 

Married  to  Roger  Stevens   XIV:6:7:1 

XIV:7:8:1 

Mai's  smoking  room, a  poem   XIV:5>:10:2 

Re-entered  service..   XIVj2:6s1 


*.4 
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Polio  shots.    City  plan,  notice  of  

Polishook,  LouiSt 
BPLSA. 

Executive  board,  membership  on  

Know  your  officers  

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  committee  on,  chairman. 

Election  

President's  Notes  

Pope,  Barbara  C.    Re-entered  service  

Posner,  Barbara  K.  (Mrs).  Resigned*.  

Posters.    BPLSA.    Fall  social  meeting  

"Getting-to-know-you"  party.  

CARE  

Wassail  party  

Powers,  Geneva©    Entered  serviceo  

Who's  new....  

President's  Notes  


Program  swappers'  column.  Inauguration..  

Publicity.    Budget  cuts  (Editorial  Notes)...  • 

Public  relations.    LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  quote  from  (Soap  Box).  

Puzzle.    Summer  puzzle  by  Harry  Andrews. 

Puzzle....  

Solution  

Puzzle  contests.    Fans,  proposed  treatment  of.  

QUESTION  MARK,  THE. 

Aims  and  principles  (Editorial  Notes).,...  

Apology  for  lateness  of  March  issue....  

Compliments  to  editor  (Soap  Box)  

Material,  la ck  of  (Soap  Box)  

Quinn,  Sally  Ann.    CBF,  report  •  

CLA,  NE  unit,  fall  meeting,  report  

Quinn,  William  F.    Christmas  tea,  report.  ••  • 

Quote.    From  Professor  Gustav  von  Krumbunny© •  •  •  •  

Rabin,  Marvin.    WR«-Lectures  for  parents  series..  

Radcliffe,  Kathleen.    Entered  service  

Radio.  Moloney,  Francis  X.,  Saturday  closing,  state  aid,  etc.. 
Rains,  Louis. 

BPLSA, 

Fall  social  meeting,  report©.  

"Getting-to-know-you"  party,  report  

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  committee  on,  membership 

on..  .  

Personnel  committee.  Chairman,  

Membership  on  (President's  Notes).. 

CCMS. 

Bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange.  

June  17  outing.  Announcement  

Report  

Koury,  Daniel  J.,  party  in  honor  of  
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Rains,  Louis  (Continued), 

NLE,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  building   XIV:3:l6 

Share-the-ride  offer   XIV:5:12i2 

SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIV :2: 8:1 

Randall,  Ollie  A9    ALA,  annual  conference,  notes   XIV:7:2:2 

Rea,  Mary  Alice, 

Mulloy,  Harriett  V,,  retirement  party  in  honor  of   XIV:10:8:2 

Visit  to  Patmos   XIV:8:^:2 

Reardon,  Patricia  (Mrs)0    Degnan,  Anne  M.,  wedding   XIV:9:£:2 

Recruiting,    Report  on  present  conditions,   XIV :5>: 3:1 

Regina  medal.    First  award   XIV:$:2:2 

Reilly,  Patrick  J,    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

Reis,  Annie.    Retired   XIV:ll:6rl 

Retirement  parties  in  honor  of,.   XIV:10:7:1 

XIV:11:7:2 

Reiss,  Jo  Ann  (Mrs),    Entered  service   XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:11:6:2 

Retirements.    Bickford,  Florence  (Mrs)   XIV  :U:  7:1 

Carpenter,  Albert  L   XIV:1:3:1 

XIV:l:ii:2 

Kernachan,  Elizabeth   XIV:6:6:1 

XIV:8:3:2 

Mackin,  George  H   XIV:8:3:2 

McCarthy,  Florence  E.  (Mrs)   XIV:10:7:2 

Mulloy,  Harriett  V   XIV:10:8:1 

Murphy,  Lcuise  K   XIV: 10: 8:2 

Reis,  Annie   XIV:  10: 7:1 

XIV:11:7:2 

Shirar,  Margaret   XIV:5:8:1 

XIV:8:3:2 

Sullivan,  Katherine  G   XIV: 2:6:1 

XIV:2:6:2 

Swift,  Harriet   XI?*9*Ua 

XIV 810:6:1 

Richards,  Phyllis  (Mrs).    Re-entered  service   XIV:£:8:1 

R-ichman,  Sarah,    BPLSA,  Staff  Library  committee,  membership  on.  XrV:li:lii 
Richmond,  Catherine  R.  (Mrs).    BPLSA,  personnel  committee, 

membership  on.   XIV:ii:lli 

Robbins,  M.  Catherine.    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality 

committee,  membership  on..   XIV:h:lii 

Robinson,  Beryl  Y.  (Mrs)* 

Hewins,  Caroline  M0,  lecture,  report  .  XIV:10:2:2 

TV — children's  program......   XIV:3:13:1 

Robinson,  Mary  J.  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV:3:8:1 

Rodenmaoher,  Frederick.    Entered  service,,   XIV:2:6:1 

Rodger,  Richard.    West  End  anecdote   XIV:2:5:1 

Rose,  Carolyn.    Entered  service   XIV:6:6:1 

Mio's  new  e  XIV:6:6:2 

Rose,  Marilyn  A.    Entered  service*   XIV:ii:7:l 

Resigned....,   XIV:8:2:1 

Who's  new   XIV:^:8:2 

Rosenbauer,  Donna  L.    Transferred.   XIV:12:3:1 

Rosenberg,  Morris  J.  (Mr  and  Mrs)a    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV:1:8 

Rosenshein,  Carole  W.  (Mrs).    Resigned   XIV:2:6:1 

Rossetti,  Gilda.    NLW,  thanks   XIV:ii:U:2 

Round  Table  of  Librarians  for  Young  Adults. 

Old  Mill  Restaurant,  Westminster,  meeting. 

Announcement  (Calendar  of  Events).   XIV:k:12 

Report   XIV:S:6:1 

Winter  meeting,  report   XIV:3:10:1 


Ryan,  Lee  A.    Re-entered  service,...   XIV:$:8:1 

Sabot,  Evelyno    Translations  from  the    Librarian   XIV:10:9:1 

Sacco,  Roberta  J,    Entered  service   XIV:7:8:1 

Who's  new   XIV:8:2:2 

Salaries. 
Increases. 

Anniversary. 

And  adjustment  of  inequalities  (President's  Notes)..,..  XIV:li:2:l 

Comments  (Soap  Box)   XIV  :6: 11:1 

Anticipated  (President's  Notes)   XIV :U: 2:1 

Comments  on  (President's  Notes)   XIV:?:2:1 

"Cost  of  living".  Editorial  Notes   XIV:6:1 

President '8  Notes   XIV:6:2:1 

Effect  on  morale  (Soap  Box)   XIV:12:10:1 

Legislative  and  legal  matters,  special  committee  on, 

letters  to  Mayor  and  City  Councilors  (Editorial  Notes),,  XIV:1:1 

Summer  summation  (Editorial  Notes).   XIV:9:1 

Sunday  work  (President's  Notes)   XIV:11:2:1 

Sands,  Mary  T.    BPLSA,  Concession  committee,  membership  on   XIV:l4:13 

Sanford,  Edwin  G.    Entered  service.   XIV:11:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:12:3:1 

Sass,  Sam.    SLA,  annual  convention,  report   XIV:6:U:1 

Sawyer,  Robert  D.    Entered  service   XI7:11:6:1 

Scania n,  Anna  (Mrs).    Share-the-ride  offer   XIV:6:7?2 

Scannell,  William.    Resigned   XIV:7:8:1 

Scoff,  Theodora  B.    ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to 

delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

Scollins,  Helen  A.  (Mrs).    Re-entered  service.   yjV:10:3sl 

Scully,  George  W.    CARE0    Committee,  membership  on  •  XIV:U:ll4 

Poster   XIV:  12: 11 

NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  Building....  XIV:3:l6 

Seely,  Fred  (Mrs).    WR,  summer  reading  club  party   XIV:9s6:l 

Sennott,  Robert  L.    Resigned   XIV:6:6:1 

Service  hours.    Working  day  after  Christmas.........   XIV*12:6:1 

Sevagian,  Helen  H.    NLW.    Publicity....   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee..   XIV:3:l5 

TV,  co-operation  with  Channel  2   XIV:5:13:2 

Seymour,  Margaret  H.    Transferred   XIV:ll:o:l 

Shaffer,  Kenneth. 

NLA,  library  recruiting  program   HV:$:3:2 

SLA,  Boston  Chapter.    Education  committee  meeting,  report....  XIV:3:6:1 

Shamon,  Elias.    CLA,  NE  unit.    SB  meeting,  report   XIV:3:3:2 

Share-the-ride.    Rains,  Louis,  offer   XIV:£:12:2 

Scanlan,  Anna  (Mrs),  offer   XIVt6:7:2 

Sharpe,  Margy  P„  (Mrs).    Entered  service.   XIV:2:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:3:8:2 

Shaw,  Dorothy  P. 

BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee,  chairman   XIVtlKlli 

NLW,  exhibits  in  Central  Library  Building   XTV:3:l6 

Shaw,  Joan  M.  (Mrs)e    Resigned....   XIV:9:U:1 

HV:10:3:2 

Shea,  Mary.    Boston  Ideological  Club,  member  of   XIVsi+:6:2 

Sheehan,  Mary  V.  (Mrs)0 

BPLSA.    Concession  committee,  membership  on.....   XIV:lj:13 

Publications  committee,  membership  on..   XIVsii:lli 

NLW,  thanks   XIV:ii:ii:2 

Wassail  party,  poster   XIV:12:13 

Shirar,  Margaret.    Retirement   XIV :£: 8:1 

XIV:8:3:2 
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Silver,  Judith0    Resigned   XIV:10:3s2 

Siraco,  Angela  A,    Resigned   XIV  :2;  6:1 

Sister  M.  Immacula.    CBF,  report,  •  XIV:3:6:2 

Sister  Macrina.    CLA,  NE  unit,  Cathedral  Center  meeting, 

program*     OT:12:7:1 

Sister  Mary  Assisium.    CLA,  NE  unit,  fall  meeting,  report   XIV:12:6:2 

Sister  Verda  Clare.    CLA,  NE  unit,  fall  meeting,  report   XIV:12:6:2 

Slemmer,  William.    CCMS,  farewell  party  by   XIV: 7:7:2 

Resigned   XIV:7:8:1 

Sloat,  Ellen  T.    Entered  service   XIV:11:6:1 

Who's  new   XIV:12:3:2 

Smith,  Helen.    SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIV:2:8:1 

Smith,  Susan  R.    Transferred   XIV:6:6:1 

XIV:11:6:1 

Smith,  Edward  -Rowe .    CBF,  report. .   XIV :3 :6 : 2 

Soap  Box. 

Alabama  public  libraries,  clean  up— story  wanted   XEV:10:10:2 

Baker,  John  Newton.    YOUR  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  ARE  SHOWING. 

Drive-in  book  return  box..  •   XIV:l:lj:l 

Casey,  William  T.    Soap  Box  letter,  comment  on   XIV:^:11:2 

Contributions,  considered  and  responsible,  recommended 

(President's  Notes)   XTV:2:2:1 

Expression  of  opinion  through  SOAP  BOX  urged   XT7:3:lii:l 

Flannery,  Sarah  W.  (Mrs).    Naval  Reserve  rank   XIV:h:ll:l 

Information  by  telephone   XIV:9:8:2 

Kane's  Kable  Kars,  a  reprint   XIV:8:6:1 

Personnel  principles,  statement  of,  comments  on   XIV  :it:  11:2 

Personnel,  qualifications  of  top  administrators   XIV:12:°:2 

Poem — an  argument   XIV  :3: 13: 2 

Public  relations— quote  from  LIBRARY  JOURNAL   XIV:?:  8:1 

QM.  Editor,  congratulations  to  2  XIV:3:ll*:2 

XIV:12:9:1 

Lack  of  material  for   XIV:10:10:1 

Salaries,  increases.    Anniversary....  •   XIV:6:11:2 

Effect  on  morale   XIV:12:10:1 

Staff  opportunities,  what  are  they?.   XIV:1:6:2 

Staff  parties,  hours   XIV:1:6:2 

XIV:1:7:1 

Summer  dress,  comments  on  new  rulings   XIV:6:11:2 

2  XIV:6:12:1 

Sunday  service,  three  dollars  an  hour  limit   XIV:11:0:1 

Survey,    Comments  on   XIV:1:6:2 

Interpret  a  tion   XIV :  2 : 7 : 2 

TV.    Channel  2,  lack  of  cooperation   XIV:k:ll:2 

XIV:  5:3:1 

Vacancies,  failure  to  announce   XIV:2:7:1 

Vacations,  policy  changes. 

Comments  on   XIV :1: 7:2 

Meeting  with  Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel),   XIV:1:7:1 

SORT.    Massachusetts.    Organization  meeting  in  Worcester   XIV:2:8:1 

Spring  meeting.    Announcement   XIV:Ii:3:l 

Report   XIV:6:3:1 

Soter,  Alexander  T.    Resigned   XIV:U:7:1 

South  Boston  Branch  Library.    Anecdote   XIV:lj:6:2 

South  End  Branch  Library. 

Biblioteca  Benjamin  Franklin,  exhibit  from   XIV :1: 3:2 

Nigerian  student  "enrolls"   XIV:5:12:2 

Open  house,  report   XIV:5:12:1 

South  Shore  car  pool.    Information  form   XIV:ij:$ 


Speare,  Elizabeth  G.  (Mrs),    CBF,  report   XIV:3:6:2 

Special  Libraries  Association, 

Annual  convention,  report   XIV:6:lj:l 

Boston  Chapter, 

Education  committee  meeting,  report,   XIV: 3:6:1 

Globe  meeting,  announcement  (Calendar  of  Events).  •  XIV:1:5:2 

Spruance,  Benton,    17th  national  exhibition  of  prints,  on  jury 

of  admissions   XIV:l:li:l 

Staff  in  print,  Haviland,  Virginia,    FAVORITE  FAIRYTALES  TOLD 
IN  GERMANY,  FAVORITE  FAIRYTALES  TOLD  IN  ENGLAND,  FAVORITE 

FAIRYTALES  TOLD  IN  FRANCE  ...  XIV:9:3:2 

Staff  Library.    Additions  to   XIV:3:9:2 

XIV:6:6:2 

Staff  Memo.    Announcement  of  (Editorial  Notes)  «   XIV:5:1 

Comments  on  (President's  Notes)   XIV :9: 2:1 

Staff  opportunities.    What  are  they?    (Soap  Box)   XIV:1:6:2 

Staff  parties.    Hours  (Soap  Box),...   XIV:1:6:2 

nV:l:7:l 

Starring  the  Editors,    NLW,  events  scheduled.....   XTV:lj:3>:2 

State  Aid,    MLA,  midwinter  meeting,  report  ••  XIV:2:li:2 

Radio— Moloney, Francis  X  *   XIV:2:2:2 

State-Boston  Retirement,    Revisions — disability  pensions  and 

benefits  to  survivors.  ,.,*e  XIV:1:U:2 

XIV:1:5:1 

Stauber,  Judith,    Entered  service  •  XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new.....   XIV:11:6:2 

Stebbins,  Lucy  P.    THE  TROLLOPES,  quotation  from   XIV:7s3s2 

Steinberg,  Minna, 

CARE,    Committee,  membership  on,...,   XIV:ii:!lii 

Poster  «   XIV:12:11 

Walter  J.  Bluhm  Memorial,   XIV:11:3:2 

Stevens,  I,  Roger* 

BPLSA0    Executive  board,  appointed  to  fill  unexpired  term..,  XEV:11:2:1 

Publications  committee,  cartoonist,   XIV:ii:lli 

Married  to  Sheila  Pierce   XIV  :6: 7:1 

XIV:7:8:1 

Stinson,  Rose  E.    Engaged  to  Gerald  Jay  7uckerman   XIV:1:3:2 

Married  to  Gerald  Jay  Zuckerman , . . . .   XIV:6:6:1 

Stolpner,  Diane  Me    Entered  service   XIV:8:2:1 

Who's  new   XIV:9:l4:2 

Stolpner,  Joan  M,    Entered  service   XIVslO:3:l 

Who's  new   XIV:11:6:1 

Stotz,  Bridie  P,  (Mrs). 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates  ,.,  XIV:6:12:2 

Valentine  turtle,  Clarence   XIV: 3:11:2 

Stow,  Jeannette  L.  (Mrs),    Resigned   XIV:3:8:1 

Streeter,  Bertha  D,  (Mrs),    Entered  service   XIV:2:6:1 

Transferred   XIV:6:6:1 

XIV:7:8:1 
XIV:8:2:1 
XIV:11:6:1 

Sturges,  Florence  M,  (Mrs),    Hewins,  Caroline  M,,  lecture, 

report  „.  XIV:10:2:2 

Sughrue,  Joan  M.    Transferred   XIV :3: 8:1 

Sullivan,  Joan  M.    Entered  service  ,  XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:11:6:1 

Sullivan,  Katherine  G,    Coffee  hour  in  honor  of   XIV:2:6:2 

Retirement   XIV:  2:6:1 
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Sullivan,  Loralne  A. 

CCMS,  bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange   XIV:3:7x2 

Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

Koury,  Daniel  J,,  party  in  honor  of   XIV 3:1 

Summer  dress.    Comments  on  new  rulings  (Soap  Box)   HV:6:11:2 

2  XIV:6:12:1 

Sunday  serviceo    $3  an  hour  limitation  (Soap  Box)   XTV:11:!?:1 

Survey,    Comments  on»    President's  Notes  •  XIV:5>:2:1 

ooap  Box   XIV:1:6:1 

Interpretation  (Soap  Box)   XIV:2:7:2 

Sweitzer,  Bobbie  Ray,    Ustach,  Janet  E.,  wedding  .........  XIV:10:3:2 

Swenson,  Paul  B„    BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee, 

membership  on,  o   XIV:li:lU 

Swift,  Harriete    Retired   XIV:9:U:1 

Retirement  Party,    Report  .  XTV:10:6:1 

Thanks  for....   XIV:10:7:1 

Swift,  Lindsay.    Puzzle,  solution  to. .. , .  ,  •  XIV:8:3:1 

Telephone,    Information  requested  by  telephone  (Soap  Box)   XIV:9:8:2 

Television, 

Canham,  Erwin  D0    Kruschev's  first  visit  in  Washington   XIV:9:6:2 

Metropolis:    Your  library,  *  XIV:10:8 

Channel  2,  cooperation,  .   XIV: 3: 12: 2 

(Soap  Box)  XlV:Ii:ll:2 
XIV:k:12:2 

(Soap  Box)  XIV: 5:13:1 

Joyce,,  W,  Seavey,    Metropolis:    Your  library....  ».  XTV:10:8 

Lord,  Milton  E8    Metropolis:    Your  library   XIV:10:8 

Metropolis:    Your  library „    Announcement,   XIV:10:8 

Critical  evaluation   XIV:11:2:2 

NLW,    Dateline  Boston.    Dimensions.....  ,   XIV:3:5:1 

2IV:it:9:l 

Robinson,  Beryl  Y,  (Mrs)0    Children' s  program. .... ,  .<>  HV:3:13:1 

Television  and  the  Library.    NLW  week,  and  San  Francisco  con- 
ference. ,.  . . .  ,   HV:li:9:l 

Thane, Adele,    WR — Lectures  for  parents  series,  ..«,..   XIV:11:5:1 

Thanks  for  cooperation,    Prom  president  (President's  Notes)..,.  XIV:1:2:1 

XIV:2:2:1 

Thornhill,  Arthur  H.    ALA,  annual  conference,  notes.....   XIV:7:2:2 

Tieuli,  Anthony  F.    Entered  service  ,  XIV:12:3:1 

Tioco,  Narcisa.    RTYAL,  winter  meeting,  report  .„  XIV:3:10:1 

Tittlebaum,  Richard  T.    Entered  service...,  „a  XIV:ii:7:l 

Resigned  O0  ,   XIV:7:8:1 

Who's  new...,.,....   CT:5:8:2 

Tourists,  reception  of .  ............  XIVs6:5;l 

Trachtman,  Joan  L,    Entered  service  .........  XIV:6:6:1 

Transferrodc. .  „,   XTV:10:3:1 

Who's  new-,  ,   XIV:7:8:2 

Tramontozzi,  Linda  P.  (Mrs)c    Resigned. . „. . . ,   XIV 2.1x3:1 

Translations  from  the  Librarian.    Sabol,  Evelyn  in  THE  LIBRARY 

JOURNAL   m  210:9:2 

Troll ope,  Anthony,    THE  TROLLOPES,  by  Lucy  Pe  Stebbins,  quota- 
tion from.  ...........   XIV:7:3:2 

Tuttle,  Irene  H.  (Mrs)0 

Bon  voyage  party  in  honor  of.   XIV:5:9:1 

CLA,  NE  unit,    SB  meeting,  report   XIV:3:3:2 

Tyner,  Charles  M.    Entered  service.   XIV:ii:7:l 

Who's  new   XTV:5:8:2 


J. 


:  .'n  r 


-28- 

Ugalde,  Ifcuis. 

Activities,....   XIVjln2t2 

BPLSA,    "Getting-to-Jcnc-f-grou"  party,  report,   XIV:i;:3*2 

Know  your  officers,   XIV:3:li:l 

Treasurer  „...  <■  .  ,  XlV:ii:13 

CCMS.    Bon  voyage  party  for  Emilia  Lange. . . . . . .  ....  XIV:3:7:1 

Farewell  party  for  four.   XIV :7: 7:2 

Christmas  carolers,  history.  •  •  •  •   XIV*12sli:l 

Swift,  Harriet,  retirement  party  in  honor  of0.   XIV -.10:6:2 

Ujike,  Akiko.    RTXAL,  winter  meeting,  report..   XIV:3:10:1 

Uma no, Christine  J.  (Mrs)0    BPLSA,  legislative  and  legal 

matters,  committee  on,  membership  on.e..«  *  XlV tU:Ii4 

United  Fund.    Appeal,   XIV:10:U:2 

Usher,  Sarah  M. 

BPLSA*    "Getting-to-kncw-you"  party,  report.   XIV2h:3:2 

Guerrier,  Edith,  memorials,,. « »  ,...c  XIV:3:9:1 

NLW„    Public!  ty.  •   XIV :  3 :16 

Thanks.........   XIV:U:U:2 

QM,  editor,  congratulations  to  (Soap  Box)....   XTV*3:lU:2 

Ustach,  Janet  E.    Married  to  Bobbie  Ray  Sweitzer   XIVtl0s3:l 

XIV:10:3:2 

Parties  in  honor  of,.  „,  XIV:10:3:2 

Vacancies. 

Failureto  announce  (Soap  Box) 0   XIV*2:7:1 

Filling  of.    Chiefs'  positions  (Editorial  Notes),.,   XIV:6sl 

Summer  summation  (Editorial  Notes)   XIV:9:1 

Policy  changes e 

Comments  on  (Soap  Box).  •  XIV:1:7:2 

Meeting  with  Assistant  Director  (for  Personnel)   XIVsl:7:l 

Vajorian,  Alice,    SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester ... •  XIV:2:8:1 

Van  Horn,  Felice  F.  (Mrs)0    Entered  service.   XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new   XIV:11:7:1 

Van  Nor  den,  Fredericko    Entered  Service...   XIV:9tl4:l 

Who's  new   XIV:10:U:1 

Van  Vleck,  Anne  H,    Engaged  to  Roger  Sherrill  Webb,   XIV:1:3:2 

Married  to  Roger  Sherrill  Webb   XIV:6:7:1 

Resigned   XJV:$s8j1 

Van  Vleck,  Howard  (Mr    and  Mrs)0    Van  Vleck,  Anne  Ha,  engaged 

to  Roger  Sherrill  Webb   XIV:1:3j2 

Veinott,  Deborah  A.    Resigned......  ....o»  XJVsii:7:l 

Vezin,  Lawrence  K,    Resigned...  .«  XIV:10:3:2 

Transferred...   XIV:l*:7:l 

Viguers,  Ruth  (Mrs), 

Haviland,  Virginia,  luncheon  in  honor  of.....   XIVs9:3:2 

Regina  Medal,  awarding  of   XIV2$:2:2 

Visitors,,    Earley,  Joyce  (Mrs)   XIV:6s9:2 

von  Krumbunny,  Gustav,    Quote  on  catalog,   XIV:8:5sl 

Wade,  B.  Gertrude « 

BPLSA,    Personnel  committee,  membership  on   XlVtUtlii 

QM,  compliments  to  editor  (Soap  Box)   XIV:12:9:2 

SORT,    Massachusetts  meeting,  progress  report   XIV:[|:3:1 

Organization  meeting  in  Worcester......  c  XIV :2: 8:1 

Walker,  June  L.    Entered  service  0  XIV:9:U:1 

Who^  new.   XIV:10:l4:l 

Walker,  Pauline  A.    SORT,  organization  meeting  in  Worcester . .  XIV:2:8:1 

WR,  summer  reading  club  party,   XIV:9:6:1 

Warren,  Nanella.    Transferred   XIV  $6: 6:1 

Waters,  Alice  M« 

BPLSA,  membership  and  hospitality  committee,  membership  on.  nV:ii:lU 
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Wc.ters,  Alice  M.  (Continued) 0 

CLA.  NE  unit,  transportation  director   XIV:12:6:2 

Transferred   HV:8:2:1 

Waters,  Martin.    Christmas  carolers,  history.   XIV:12:U:1 

Waters.  Richard  G0 

CCMS'.    Farewell  party  by   XIV: 7:7:2 

June  17  outing,  announcement   XIV:5:l£ 

Koury,  Daniel  J,,  party  in  honor  of  .  XIV:9:3:1 

Resigned  .  XIV:  7: 8:1 

Wgtson,  Rebecca,    Entered  service..   XIV :6: 6:1 

Vino's  new   XIV:7s8:2 

Webb,  Anne  Ve  (Mrs),    Re-entered  service   }JV:10:3:1 

Webb,  M.  Conant  (Mr  and  Mrs)0    Van  Vieck,  Anne  Hc,  engaged  to 

Roger  Sherrill  Webb   XIV:1:3:2 

Wellesley  Free  Library.    New  building  opening,  congratula- 
tions  HV:5:2:1 

West  End  Branch  Library. 

Anecdote — Faneuil  Hall  weathervane   XIV:3:11:2 

Changing  face  of  the  community^   XIV:2:5>:1 

Forbes,  Jim,  prize  painting  •  XIV:10:2:2 

West  Pcxbtiry  Branch  Library. 

Lectures  for  parents  series   XIV:11:5>:1 

Summer  reading  club  party.  . .   XIV:9:6:1 

White,  Gladys  R© 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates........  XIV:6:12:2 

NLW,  publicity.   XIV:3:l6 

Wicks,  Robert  H.    Entered  service..   XIV:10:3:1 

Who's  new......   XIV:11:6:2 

Wietz,  Frank  G.  (Mr  and  Mrs).    Daughter:    Lynda  Elizabeth....  XIV: 8: 3:1 

Wilbur n,  Betty  A.    Resigned.....   XIV:8:2:1 

Transferred.  ,  HV:6:9:2 

Willwerth,  William-    Resigned   XIV  $2:6:1 

WILSON  LIBRARY  BULLETIN0    Homage,  a  poem...   XIV: 7*10: 2 

Photostatic  copies,  a  poem.   XIV:7:9J2 

Winchester  Public  Library.    100th  anniversary,  congratula- 
tions on  •  XIV:£:2:1 

Winn,  Ruth.    Christmas  tea,  report   XIV :1: 8 

Munsterberg,  Ella,  exhibition  of  paintings   XIV:ii:10:2 

Resigned   XIV:11:6:1 

Transferred   XIV:2:6:1 

Winnick,  Pauline « 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

CS,  branch  profiles....   XIV:5:11:2 

Jewish  Advocate  rose,  recipient  of.   XIV:3:8:1 

MLA,  midwinter  meeting,  report....   XIV:2:3:2 

NLW  » 

Exhibits  in  Central  Library  building....   XIV:3:l6 

Steering  committee......   XIV:3:1$ 

Young  adult  activities  in  individual  branch  libraries 

or  departments.   XIV:3:15> 

Wollent,  Edna  M.  (Mrs)e    NLW,  thanks <,....   XIV  :!*:!*:  2 

Polio  shots,  city  plan   XIV:!?: 2:1 

Wood,Thomas.     BPLSA,  fall  social  meeting,  flyer   HV:11:11 

Woodward,  Robert  (Mr  and  Mrs)3    Son:    Edson  E.   XIV:3:9:1 

Wright,  Elizabeth  L.  (Mrs)d 

ALA,  annual  conference,  happy  landings  to  delegates   XIV:6:12:2 

BPLSA,  entertainment  committee,  membership  on   XIV:U:13 

Nichols,  Mary  U,,  book  prize  awards,  eleventh  annual, 

report.   XIV:6:lj:2 
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Yamagawa,  Ak±ko0 

BPLSA,  women's  house  committee,  membership  on   XIV:5:13:2 

Resigned   XIV:7:8:1 

Yotts,  Veronica.  1,    Christmas  carolers   XIVj12:1j:1 

ML/.,  midwinter  meeting,  report   XTV:2:3:2 

Zanzig,  Augustus,,    CS — Lectures  for  parents  series.   XIV:11:5:1 

Zarella,  Patriciae    CS— Lectures  for  parents  series..   XIV 


